TY 


* 


POPISH TYRANNY and CRUELTY 


EXEMPLIFIED AND DISPLAYED. 
IN THE 


HIS F OW I 


OF THE 


FRENCH MARTYRS, 


At the TIME of the REFORMATION, 
ABRIDGED: 


CONTAINING AN AUTHENTIC 


A C CE oO 


O F 


Above Two HunDRED PROTESTANTS, who ſuffered 
Death for the GospEL in the ſeveral 


PROVINCES of. FRANCE, 


And publiſhed as a proper and ſeaſonable Caveat to the 
Proteſtants of GREAT-BRITAIN. 


* 


— . 0 


Slain for the Word of GOD, and for the Teſtimony which they 
held, Rev. vi. 9. 


Theſe all died ia FATr An. Heb, xi, 13. | 
Received up into GLoRY, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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AVE Public is here preſented with an Abridge- 
* ment of the Hiſtory of the French Martyrs, 
tranſlated from that Language. The Author of this 
Abridgement is unknown to us at this Day: All we 
can learn from the Hiſtory he publiſhed is, that he was 
Miniſter of the Church of the Halloons, at the Hague, 
for it was there he preached the Sermon he prefixed, 
by Way of Preface, to his Work. He ſeems to have 
been a = warm with the Love of Gor, zealous for 
the Goſpel of JIEsus, earneſt for the Souls of his Brethren, 
and /olicitous for their everlaſiing Happineſs; and to 
have been a Frenchman by Nation; as may be gathered 
from his Sermon, from his introductory Addreſs to 
his Brethren, and from his Obſervations and Remarks 
throughout the Work, and alſo by his being the Pa 
tor of a French Church. He was likewiſe a Perſon of 
ſome Eminence in the World, both as a learned Man 
and as a Chriſtian; as we may conclude from the Per- 
miſſion given him to dedicate his abridged Hiſtory to 
his Serene Highneſs, the Elector of Brandenburgh, whom 
he celebrates for a Lover of Chriſtianity, and a Pro- 
tector of the Servants of CHRIST. 

The Time when he wrote this Abridgement appears 
to be about the Year 1684 ; for it was printed at Am- 
fierdam in that Year: And it ſhould ſeem to be near 
the Cloſe of it, as the Sermon was preached at his 
Church, at the Hague, on the ſeventh of November ; 


A 2 : although 


ſupernatural Behaviour and Deportment, which 
they 


( iv ) 
although it is probable it might be the November. in 
the Year preceding the Publication of his Work. He 
ſpeaks of a Perſecution then kindled anew in France, 
and raging at that Time againſt the Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel. This Perſecution was preparatory to the 
Revocation of the Edict of NANnTEs, that was brought 
about the next Year; for that Edi was repealed by 
Lewis XIV. on Thurſday, the 18th of Ofober, and 
regiſtered by the Parliament of Paris on the Monday 
following, viz. the 22d of October, 1685. 

A Work of this Sort then ſeemed to him to be 
very neceſſary. The Hiſtory of the French Martyrs, 
like that of our Engliſb Martyrs, being very, volumi- 
nous; and the Bulk of Profeſſors, as well then as 
now, and in every Age, being /uke#arm, and too 
eaſy a Prey for their Enemies; he, to fortify 
them againſt the impending Perſecution, thought 
no Means more probable, to attain that End, than 
to relate to them the noble and heroic Acts of their 
Fathers, which they performed in ſuffering and dyin 
for the Goſpel-Truths of a beloved, a perſecuted, and 
a CRUCIFIED JESUS. But, as that Hiſtory at large, 
as it was then publiſhed, could neither be purchaſed 
nor read by the greateſt Part of Profeſſors at that 
Day ; and as Perſecution was making long and haſty 
Strides, from Paris, the Capital of the Kingdom, to 
the moſt extreme Parts of the French King's Domi- 
nions, and was even at their very Door; they had 
neither Time nor Leiſure to read fo great a Work, 
lengthened out with a minute Detail of Particulars. 
To remedy theſe Inconveniences, the Author under- 
took to bring the material Parts of that Work into 
ſuch a Compals, as that it might be eaſily purchaſed, 
and ſoon read; at the ſame Time preſerving the ſtri- 
king Parts of each particular Hiſtory, relating to the 
barbarous, inhuman, and almoſt unheard-of, Cruelties, 
exerciſed upon theſe harmleſs and inoffenſive Lambs 
of CHRIST, and reſpecting that magnanimous and 


(1 

they manifeſted in all their Sufferings for his glorious 
Truths: Wherein we may obſerve every one of them 
comes off a Conqueror, and dies triumphing over 
bis Perſecutors and all the Powers of Darkneſs ; old 
Men and Children, as well as Men and Women in 
the Strength of their Youth, | 

The Obſervations and Remarks, which the Au- 
thor has made throughout his Abridgement, are per- 
tinent and judicious, tending to inflame his Brethren 
with Courage' to follow the Examples their Fathers 
had ſet them, and to lay down their Lives for him 
who became the LAM or Gop for them. He has 
prefixed a Diſcourſe, containing the Reaſons why 
they are indiſpenſably bound ſo to do ; wherein he 
ſhews them, from Gop's Word, that CHRIST re- 
quires them, and they are bound, upon the Penalty 
of forfeiting EVERLASTING Life, willingly to ſhed 
their Blood for the Truth's Sake, when they are cal- 
Jed unto it. The Argument, therefore, of its beinz 
commanded by CHRISTH himſelf, and that it is be- 
come our bounden Duty to do and perform, corrobo- 
rates the Argument drawn from the Examples of 
former Believers; and at the ſame Time demon-' 
ſtrates, that their Actions were not the Effect of a 
viſionary, enthuſiaſtic, Spirit, but the Fruits of a true 
and ſaving Faith, wrought in their Hearts by the 
HoLy GHrosr, and ſupported by His almighty Pow- 
er, Let theſe Arguments, drawn from Precept and 
Example, my Brethren, have their full Force and 
Effect upon you at this Day, as we may hope they 
had a powerful Influence upon the Hearts of Pro- 
feſſors of the laſt Age. 

It may be objected to the preſent Publication in 
Engliſh, that there is no particular and immediate 
Judgement hovering over the Church of CHRIST in 


theſe Lands; no Apprehenſion or Fear of Perſecu- 


tion under the clement Government of. his preſent 
Majeſty, as there was at the Time when the Abridge- 
ment was originally publiſhed ; and therefore that 

A 3 there 


— - —— — 


1 
there is no Neceſſity for its Appearance in Englißb, 
among us, at this Day, who are Chri/tians, reformed 
from the Errors of Popery; and Prote/lants, who, by 
our doctrinal Articles, and an Eſtabliſhment as a 
Church of CHRIST, prote/? againſt thoſe Errors. 1 
wiſh the Objection were true in each Particular of 
it; and that our Doctrines, now too commonly 
preached, were, as well as our Articles are, truly 
Preteſſant: But the contrary is moſt notorious, - I 
beg Leave, in Anſwer, therefore, to ſay, that Books 
of this Kind are never improper in any Chri/tian Na- 
tion, as it is our bounden Duty daily to be guarded 
againit an Enemy who we are aſſured is watchful, 
and whom St. Peter affirms to be diligent and mad to 
deſtroy, and therefore bids us watch, becauſe our Ad- 
verſary the Devil, as @ roaring Lion, walketh about, 


fecking whom he may devour.* And although, we 


Hope, Perſecution for the Faith of Jesus, and for 
believing, and therefore preaching according to, thoſe 
Articles we have ſolemnly, in the Preſence of Gop, 
Angels, and Men, ſabſcribed, (having appealed to 
him, who is the Searcher of all Hearts, for the Sin- 
cerity of our Souls in ſigning thoſe Articles,) is very 
far from us; and Gop grant it ever may; yet have 
we not Reaſon to fear the Judgements of Gop hang 
hovering over this Nation, for our Abuſes of, and 
Oppoſition to, thoſe Doctrines and Articles which 
we confeſs to be our Foundation as a Chriſtian, Pro- 
teſlant, national, Church? + — for our univerſal Pro- 


Fanity 
1 Pet. v. 8. 


+ As I am not here engaged in the Diſpute concern- 
ing Subſcription to Articles, Formularies, &. I am not 
bound to take Notice of the Cavils of our Adverſaries, 
who object to us, among other Things, that, by ſaying, 
our Church is founded upon the Doctrines of the Bible, 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, ſhe is therefore built 
upon a human Foundation, as the Articles, &c. are the 


Compoſition of fallible Men : To which I ſhall only ſay, in 


Juſtification of the Expreſſion, that, when 1 affirm the 
Prote/tant 


G) 
fanity and Diſſipation as a People? — for our Luke- 
warmneſs, Deadneſs, and Formality, as Chriſtians © — 
Surely, if ever Gop would and did ſpew out * a pro- 
fefling People, who were in this Laodicean State, an 
remove their Candleſtic from them, it is much, very 
much, to be feared he will do ſo to this Nation : 
Therefore every Attempt, to arouſe a People from 
this ſpiritual Lethargy, is not only proper, but abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; and that this is the Caſe, at this 
Time, in theſe Lands, you yourſelves ſhall be Judges. 

W herever Popery leads the Van, Perſecution fol- 
lows in the Train. Popery and Perſecution are as in- 
diſſolubly connected as Cauſe and Effect. And will 
any one ſtand up and ſay, Popery has not neſtled in 
among us, and TAKEN Roo in our Lind? I ſpeak 
not of it as practiſed in certain Places, privileged 
and allowed, only, for the Families of foreign Miniſ- 
ters; but I ſpeak of ſecret Popery ; which has ſtolen, 
not only into our Land, but into our very Pulpits, under 
the broad, black, Cloke of Arminianiſm, and has over-- 
ſpread the whole Nation. Arminianiſm has ſo disfigu- 
red the Face of our Mother, that her own natural Chil- 
dren can ſcarcely diſcern her: And what is Arminianiſin 
but Popery ſoftened and veiled under another Name ?+ 

A 4 And 
' Proteſtant Church of England to be founded upon the 
Doctrines, Articles, &c. I mean that it is built upon the 
Doctrines of the Bible, as they are contained and explained 
in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, of our Church ; and 
therefore that its Foundation is one and divine. A Sub- 
ſcription to the Bible alone, and at large, for which our 
Adverſaries contend, (whereby every Subſcriber will aſ- 
ſume the Liberty of underſtanding and interpreting it 
according to his own Fancy,) is a Trap door to let in Po- 
pery, Arminiani/m, Deiſm, and every Species of Deluſion. 

* Rev. ill. 16. | 

+ The 4rminian DoQrines, of the Merit of Works; of 
Juſtification by Faith and Works ; of a Beliewcr*s F alling 
from /aving Grace received; the Denial of Juſtification by 
Faith alone, without the Yorks of the Law; of Aſſurance ; 
Perſeverance, & c. juſtify the Aſſertion. 
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And is it not ſtriving for the Maſtery ? What are thofe 


Meetings at the Featbers- Tavern held for, but to 


eſtabliſh Arminianiſm by a Law? Or rather to eſta- 


bliſh the very Effence and Poiſon of Popery, and its 
ſure Attendant, Unbelief, by Authority. But, as the 


Articles, Greeds, Homilies, and Liturgy, of our Church, 


militated againſt this great Leviathan, the Policy of 


our profeſſed Friends, but ſecret Enemies, very mo- 
deftly deſired to have theſe Fundamentals, which they 
had ſubſcribed, and have ever ſince treacherouſly be- 
trayed and preached againſt, removed out of the 
Way, that Poper;, maſked, might rove, and at laſt 
appear triumphant through the Land. At the ſame 
Time they, as a Sample of what they will do if they 
ſucceed, are perſecuting thoſe true Sons of the Church, 


who have ſubſcribed her Articles and believe them, for 


no other Crime than for preaching according to them, 
and agreeable to the Word of Gop, as they were 
bound, by their Subſcription and by their Oath, to 
do; by refuſing them the occaſional Uſe of their Pul- 


pits, and by every Calumny and Name of Reproach 


they can invent. If they ſhould ſucceed in their At- 


tempt, be aſſured their Perſecution will not ftop here; 
for, notwithſtanding they now write againſt ſubſcri- 


bing to the Opinions of Men, yet, when they have 


deſtroyed the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, upon 


which the Church of England now ſtands, they will, 


for the Sake of Uniformity , Opinion, ſubſtitute Ar- 
minian ones in their Stead, by impoſing Arminian 


Tenets and popiſb Doctrines, to be ſubſcribed By us 


which they will not fail to foiſt into our Common- 
Prayer- Boot, under the fpecious Names of Amend- 
ments, Moderation in Judgement, and Candor of Spirit: 
For, although they now cry out ſo much againſt 


their being tied down to the Belief of, and Subſcrip- 


tion to, Creeds, yet, when they have got the Power, 
and the Church to ſpeak their Language, they will 
tell us ſhe cannat ſubſiſt, as a national Church, with- 


out ſome Concluſions in Doctrine, ſubſcribed by all her 
| | | Miniſters 
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Miniſters and Members, left what they preach in the 
Morning ſhould be contradicted by their Curates in 
the Afternoon; and, whilſt their Scheme is big with 
Perſecution, either deſignedly or r the 
Mouths of theſe reſtleſs Gentlemen, who will never 
ſuffer an Eſtabliſhment to remain eſtabliſhed, becauſe 
they had not the Modelling of it according to their 
own Fancy, are filled with Nothing but the melli- 
fluent Words of univerſal Moderation, Liberty of Cone 
ſcience, Candor, Charity, & c. whereby they them= 

ſelves mean no more than a Liberty, uncontrouled by 

Subſcriptions, to difbelieve publicly what they now 
profeſs to believe; a Liberty to diſbelieve any Part, or 
* the Whole, of the Bible, and to believe what and 
ſo much as they pleaſe, and no more; and to avow 
* this their Infidelity with Impunity.* This Modera- 
i tion they will continue to preach up, until they have 
h the Power; and then, when they throw off the Mafk, 


1 and Popery is preached e nen in our Churches, 
what Perſecutions the Children of the Reformation 
” muſt ſuffer, for having been hone/? Men, and inva- 
* riably true to their Subſcriptions ; who have delivered 
Nothing to their Congregations but what they have 
+ received from the Lord + in his Word, and from their 
Fathers at the Reformation, grounded upon that 
Word ; may be better imagined than deſcribed : For 
Popery, under what Name ſoever hid, when it gets 
the Upper-Hand, acts uniformly the ſame z and 
theſe, at preſent humble, Excreſcences of the Church 
of England will become domineering Tyrants over all 
thoſe who think differently from them: They now 
condeſcend to petition; they will then take upon 
A 5 | them 


To this we may add, a Liberty to eat the Bread of 
the Church, whoſe Articles they believe not. If Liberty 
of Conſcience was really meant, they may have it ander 
the Toleration Act: But then they could not enjoy fat and 
rich Church-Livings, thoſe delicious and coveted Morſels. 

+ 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


1 ( x ) 
them imperatively to dictate and domineer, and forget 
_ that Moderation which is now ſo much their Plea. 
In Reply, the Arminian Gentlemen will undoubt- 
,edly ſay two Things; That they are very far from being 
the Popiſh Faction, and That they abhor the Thoughts 
F a perſecuting Spirit: And I believe them to be ſincere 
therein. But it is confeſſed, they hold Popiſh Tenets, 
and therefore they are doctrinal Papiſis in Principle. 
And, although they do not eſpouſe the Name of the 
. Maſs, yet they approve of the Thing, and are ready 
to ſay, that our Prayer-Book is little more than the 
Maſe- Book in Engliſh. They, with the Papiſis, cry 
down Preaching, although it be but for ten Minutes, 
and ſet up. Prayer-ſaying above it, though it is No- 
thing more than the mere formal dead Works, now 
in common Uſe with our People, of coming, two or 
three Times in a Week, to their Pariſb Church, and 
there falling aſleep, until they are awaked by a loud 
Amen, and which is nicknamed Praying; whereas the 
one ſhould be done, and the other not left undone. But 
it is not at all unlikely, nor unreaſonable, to believe, 
that, when all Subſcription to Creeds be diſpenſed 
with, and Men may be licenſed to preach in the 
| Church of England, without being obliged firit to diſ- 
cover their private Judgements in controverſial dociri- 
nal Points, many Papiſis, Prieſts, and Jeſuits, will 
be poured in upon us, with Diſpenſations from his 
Hulineſs at Roms, to take Orders in our Church, in 
order to introduce not the Thing, for that is here al- 
ready, but the Names, Terms, and Modes, of their 
Superſtition, together with the Papal Authority and 
Dominion: And then Perſecution will rage through- 
out the Nation. And although, at preſent, no ſuch 
Thing may be intended by the preſent Petitioners, 
yet they are undoubtedly paving the Way for it, and 
they themſelves #now not what Spirit they are of : And, 


therefore, the Publication of a Work of this Nature, 
| al 


* Mat. Xxili. 23. 


© 
in Engliſh, is, in every Time, neceſſary, and, at this 
Time, peculiarly fo. 
It is now about forty Years ſince Gop has been cal- 
ling this Nation once again to Repentance, Many 
faithful and laborious Servants he has employed in 
this honourable Service, who have revived the Pro- 
teſtant Doctrines of the Reformation; and therefore it 
ſeems to be highly proper to ſtrike in with the good 
Providence of our GoD now upon us, that, whilſt he is 
pouring out Bleſſings a thouſand Fold upon our Land, 
a Bleſſing may be beſtowed upon this Publication, + 
to awaken the dead and formal Profeſſor, and to arouſe 
the lukewarm Hypocrite; for no one can deny the 
- Lukewarmneſs of the Age, nor the dead Eſtate of Re- 
ligion in general, in this Land, among thoſe who call 
themſelves Believers; not that Gop cannot do his 
Work without us, but becauſe he is graciouſly plea - 
ſed to work in the Hearts of Saints and Sinners, by the 
Inſtrumentality of ſuch weak and ſinful Worms as 
his Meſſengers are. At the ſame Time, permit me, 
in the moſt folemn Manner, to alarm you with the fa- 
tal but unavoidable Conſequences you have te fear 
and dread, if you ſhould be ſo unhappy, and cruel to- 
your own Souls, as to neglect this Call of Gop to re- 
turn to him. It is no leſs than that Gop ſhould give 
you over, as Individuals, to a reprobate Mind of Unbe- 
lief; | and, as a Church, ſhould remove your Candleftick 
from you, | and leave you in the thick Darkneſs of Ar- 
minian Unbelief and Ignarance.. Conſider Poland, 
and tremble for your dear Country: It is now a Field 
1 of Devaſtation, Blood, and Confuſion. In the Time 
4 of the Reformers, Luther and Calvin, thoſe bright 
4 Stars in the Chriſtian Hemiſphere, it received and en- 
3 joyed 


1 Þ+ TI have beard thee in a Time accepted, and in the Day »f 
in Salvation haue I ſuccoured thee, 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

4 | And even as they did not like to retain Gon in their , 
. Kucauledge, God gave them over ta a reprobate Mind. Rome. 


1, 28. 


1 Kew. ii. 5. 
1 
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joyed the Goſpel of Chxrsr. When the Socinian Error 


began to ſpread, the Sacinians could find ny Nation that 
would receive them, allow them to diſhonour Gop in 
their own Way, nor permit them to utter their Blaſ- 


phemies againſt Iss CHRIS in Churches, but the Po- 
Jiſb Nation: & And you ſee the dreadful Conſequences 


of ſuch a Procedure; for the Lox D Go omnIPOTENT 
reigneth;* and the Kingdoms of this World are become the 
Kingdoms of our LoRD and of his CHRIST, and he ſhall 


reign for ever and ever. + Obſerve the French Nation: 


They had their Call at the Time of the Reformation, 
under the Reign of Henry II. They rejected the Goſ- 
pel againſt their own Souls; they perſecuted the 


Church of CHRIST in their Land with the utmoſt un- 


relenting Cruelty ; they fought againſt Gop, in put- 
ting his Children to Death with the moſt excruciating 
Tortures. Their King, Henry II. and his Children 
who ſucceeded him in the Throne of that Kingdom, 
encouraged this Perſecution of CHRIST in his Mem- 
bers, and even vowed their utter Extirpation. Their 
People fled, under that treacherous Butcher Villegag- 
won, to America, where he inhumanly maſſacred them; 
and Gop viſited them in Judgement. He removed 
the Light of his Goſpel from among, them, and they now 

ft 


$ They tell us, that the principal Members of this 
clandeſtme Society were Lælius Socinus, Alciat, Ochinus, 
Paruta, and Gentilis; that their Deſign was divulged, 
and that their Meetings were diſcovered, by the Temerity 
and Imprudence of ſome of their Aſſociates; two of them 
were apprehended and put to Death, whilſt the Reſt, be- 
ing deſpiſed, ſought a Refuge in Switzerland, Germany, 
Alravia, and other Countries; and that Socinus, after 
having wandered up and down in ſeveral Parts of Europe, 
went into Poland, firſt in the Year 1551, and afterwards 
in 1558, and there ſowed the Seeds of his Doctrine, which, 
in Procefs of Time, grew apace, and produced a large and 


abundant Harveſt, Maſb. Eccleſ. Hi. Vol. iv. Fo. 175. 
2d Edit. Lond. 1768. 


" Rev. xix. 6. t xi. 15. | 
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fit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death. : He toak 
away their King in Judgement, and diſpoſſeſſed Bis 
Family of the Crown of that Kingdom, for all his 
Children died without Iflue. And may not we ex- 
pect the like Judgements if we are guilty of the like 
Sins? and have we not the ſame Reaſon to fear thoſe 
Judgements are coming upon us? and that our Can- 
dleflick will be removed, and the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of JesUs will be alſo taken from us? Do we 
not deſpiſe and reject his Goſpel? Is not our 
glimmering Taper extinguiſhing here? Is not 
ours then a parallel Caſe with that of our barbarous 
Neighbour ? Surely, therefore, this Treatiſe is, at 
this Time, abſolutely neceſſary to be read and conſi- 
dered in our Land. 

I have added ſome Notes from Mezeray's Hiſtory of 
France, an Author of great Repute among the People 
of that Nation; who, although he was (as well as 
Chalon, alſo quoted) an Enemy to the Goſpel and the 
Profeſſors of it, yet confirms, whenever he ſpeaks of 
the Perſecution of the Protefants in that Country, the 
Truth of this Relation, and authenticates the FaQs 
contained in this Hiſtory, As to the Jnelegance of 
the Stile, and the Want of nervous and energetic Lan- 

uage, which I confeſs to be the Caſe in this Tranſ- 
15 (for I ſtudied Eafe more than Elegance, and 
Plainneſs and Perſpicuity more than lofty Expreſ- 
ſions, as being better ſuited to a Work of this Kind, 
and to the Generality of Readers,) I muſt beg the 
curious Reader to advert to the Apology the Author 
has made for me, in the laſt Section of his following 
Advertiſement to the Reader, and to excufe all typo- 
graphical Errors, by Reaſon of the Tranſlator's Diſ- 
tance from the Preſs. That Gor, in Mercy to our 
dear Country, and for the Glory of the Goſpel of Ix- 
sus, may make this Mite, thrown into his Treaſury, 
conduce 


3 P/. evii. 10s 


. 
conduce to the Honour of his MosT noLy and MosT 
FEARFUL NAME, and to the everlaſting Happineſs of 
your IMMORTAL SOULS, is the fincere Prayer of your 
Well Wiſher, for IEsu's Sake, 


Kettering, in North- . 
. amfptonſhire, A. MADDOCK. 


May 18, 1773. 
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The above Preface was written at the Time it bears 
Date; but, the Author having met with many diſagree- 
able Avocations, the Work hath been laid aſide ever fince 
that Time. Providence has now furniſhed us with many 
more awful Reaſons for the Expediency of publiſhing 
this Hiſt>ry, at this Time, in Engl, The popiſh Re- 
ligion is not merely zo/erated, but eſabliſped by Law, in 
Canada. This certainly is alarming, that Gop ſhould 
be pleaſed to permit the Adverſary of Souls to make ſuch 
an Inroad into our American Dominions. But this is not 
all: We have introduced thoſe Soul-deſtructive Errors 
into England alſo, by repealing the ſeveral penal Statutes 
againſt Popery, This ſeems to be in a Manner tacitly to 
eſpouſe thoſe Errors, or at leaſt manifeſts that we have no 
great Diſlike to them. The fatal Conſequences of ſuch 
a Proceeding every Proteſtant has the greateſt Reaſon to 
dread, We have already lived to ſee popiſh Schools pub. 
licly ſet up in and about London; Mass-Hovuses every 
where erected in and around our Metropolis, and pub- 
licly and politicly called. ROMAx-CATHOLICCHAPELSs ;“ 
and what hinders but that Monafterie; and Nunneries may be 
founded, next, either covertly or avowedly, in every Part 
of our Land? The ravening Wolf is admitted into our ve- 
ry Boſom and Bowels, without Oppoſition, to prey upon our 


Vitals, What have we not to; expect and fear from a cruel. 


People, whoſe religious Priaciples breathe Blood and Slaugh- 
ter to all Proze#aiits; avow the utter Extirpation of Proze/+ 
tantiſim; and teach them that they do God Service, when 
they exerciſe the moſt cruel and ſanguinary Torments upon 
the Protefiors thereof? This black Proſpect calls upon every 

Proeteflans 
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Proteſtant in theſe Realms to arm himſelf with tbe aubole 
Armour of GoD, that he may be able to withſiand, in the 
evil Day, againfl the Wiles of the Devil.“ The rapid, 
though ſecret, Progreſs of thoſe pernicious Errors in our 
Land, by the cunning Practices and Artifices of their 
Priefts and Jeſuits, who lie in wait, and go about in every 
Way and Shape and Diſguiſe to deceive, whilſt thoſe penal 
Laws (now repealed) were in Force againſt them, afford ug 
a very melancholy Preſage of what we may expect from 
their crafty Deceivings, now they are no longer diſcoun. 
tenanced. How ſoon Gop, in his juſt and righteous 
Judgement, (as well for our public and private Sins, 
which cry aloud for Vengeance, as for cur total 1rreligion 
throughout the whole Land,) may bring this overflowing 
Scourge of Popery and Idolatry upon us, no one can fore. 
ſee, That cruel, ſhameful, and alarming, Indifference 
to the Go/pel of Chri/?, to the Things of God, and to the 
eternal State and Condition of their own precious Souls, 


From the Peer to the Peaſant, through-ut the Kingdom; 


that Diſſipation that reigns amongſt our Superiors, who 
ought to be -/hining Lights of Piety and Godline/5, for the 
Example and Imitation of their Inferiors; that impious 
and /acrilegious Abuſe of the Loxp's-Day, continually 
ſpent in Carding, Dicing, Drinking, and every other Kind 
of Debauchery and Pr:famneſ5, together with that utter 
Contempt of every Thing /acred and religious; moſt 
loudly proclaim to the whole World the Neceſſity of a 
ſpeedy Chaltifement, and of the Viſitation of a highly 
long provoked and juſtly-incenſed God. + Surely, then, 
it may too much be leared hat trying Time muſt be near at 
Hard. How few, in that Day, will be able to ſtand! 
How few will confeſs the LoD JESUS CakisT before 
Men! How much fewer will re/i/t unto Bld, And yet 
Chriſt has awfuily pronounced, wholcever is aſhamed of 
him and of his Words, of ſuch will xe be aſhamed; and 
cur Lord Grd hath decreed, that awhoſcever fall deny him 


Befare Men, him will he alſo deny before his Father which is 


in Haven. 1 How dreadful will that be, to be denied of 
him, by whom we ſhould, and only can, be ſaved } Let 
us, 


* Epb. vi. 11, 13. 

+ Shall I not viſit for theſe Things? faith the Lord; and ſhall not 
my Sul be avenged oa ſuch a Nation as this? Jer. v. 9. 

I Hatt. 4. 23 


( wi ) 
„ my dear Fellow-Pr;/oners of Hope, s confider 
N * attentively the Conddn — Proteſtant Bro. 
thren, here preſented unto you. Let us earneſtly pray 
for the lie FairH, that we may reſiſt with the like 
CouraGce, even to the laying down of our Lives for the 
Sake of the ever-blefſed Jesus and his divinely precious 
Truth, who ſhed his moſt precious Blood for us. Let us 
dread, more than Death, the being aſhamed of bim, his 
Cauſe, and his Goſpel, in this adulterous ani finful Genera- 
tion, F who owns us juſtified and accepted before his Fa- 
ther and our Father in Heaven. Let us copy the Faith 
of theſe our Brethren into our Lives, as the Time is (it 
may too juſtly be feared) at Hand, when we ſhall ſo 
greatly need that Part of God's Armour, the Sword of the 
"Spirit, which is the Word of God, that we may, by our 
valiant and courageous Deaths, (if called to it,) for the 
Goſpel of Chrift, ſtrengthen our ſurviving Brethren and 
Relatives, and confirm them in the Truth, as it is in 
Jesvs. Amen, | 
A. M. 


Creaton, Fuly 7, 1779. 


® Zech. ix. 12, T Mark viii, 35. 
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THE 
Author's Advertiſement 
To THE | 
Prefixed to the French Edition. 
| — — 


EIS Work was undertaken to encourage Believert, 
who at this Time ſuffer fo very horrible a Perſecu- 
tion, to ſuch a Firmneſs and Fortitude as the Faith which 
they profeſs deſerves. It is for this Reaſon, that, in 
writing the Z;/ory of our Martyrs, I thought it —_— 

to add, unto the Exam les which it contains, and whi 
are very proper to produce the intended Effect, the Rea- 
ſons which indifpenſably oblige thoſe, awho would enter 
into eternal Lift, to ſuffer the moſt cruel Torments, and even 
to fey down their Lives, when they are called thereto, and 
when the Glory of Gop demands it, I have endeavoured 
co do this in the Sermon, which I have prefixed for a Pre- 
JFace to this Hi/ory ; and I hope thoſe who read it will be 
convinced of the Truths therein contained, as they are 
all founded upon the Ford of Gop; and that they will 
alſo find that theſe ſacred Truths fully juſtify the Con- 
duct of thoſe illuſtrious Servants of our Loxo Jesus 
CarisT, who have ſo courageouſly contemned their 
Lives, and the Riches of this World, to follow their di- 

vine Maſter in his Sufferings and in his Glory. 

It ſhould ſeem that a Behawiour fo pious, and ſo conſo- 
= ant to the Goſpel, did not require any Juſtification ; but 
the Depravity of the preſent Age has reduced us to this 
Neceſſity, that we may ſtop the Mouths of ſuch luke- 
= warm Perſons as ſtrive to make the Conduct of our 
| Martyre 


( viii } 

Martyrs appear ridiculous, and who endeavour to repre- 
ſent them as Fools, becauſe their own Cowardice renders 
them totally incapable of imitating their Virtue, I refer 
to this Sermen all thoſe who defire to know the Reaſons 
which oblige them abſolutely to follow their Example, 
I ſhall only add, that, having reſolved to make the Ser- 
mon ſerve as a Preface to this Work, I thought myſelf at 
Liberty to diſpenſe, in many Places, with the Rules 
which are commonly obſerved ia Diſcourſes of that Kind, 
in order that it might the better anſwer the End for 
which I intended it. 

I fhall conclude this 4dverti/ement with deſiring thoſe, 
who commonly ſearch, in every Work, for Propriety of 
Stile, and Beauty of Language, that they would not take 
it amiſs that I have not confined myſelf to theſe Things 
in this Abridgement; where my only View was, to re- 
duce into a ſmall Compaſs ſo large a Work as the Hiftory 
of our Martyrs, the Knowledge whereof 1s ſo very ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially at this Time, when we cannot too of- 
ten place before our Eyes thoſe Examples which mav ir 
ws up to held faft the Prefeſſion if the Geſpel, and withſtand 
all the Efforts of thoſe who try every Artifice to turn us 
therefrom, and who are arrived to that Pitch of Malice, 
as to give up the Care of their own Reputation, by their 
Borriblę Cruelties, which moſt certainly render their Names 
and their Memories moſt execrable and utterly deteſtable to 
all Ages, It was this which compelled me to ſacrifice 
every Thing to Brevity, and to relate Matters in the 
plaineſt Manner it was poſſible for me to do; but, at the 
ſame Time, not omitting any material Fadt which the 
_ general Hiftory hath recorded. I pray Gop to ſhower 
down his Bleſſing upon this Work, that his Church may 
be edified and more ſtrengthened and confirmed thereby. 


THE 
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THE 


Author's Preface, 


Shewing the Neceſſity there is to ſuffer all Things for the 


Glory of Gop, when we are called thereto, 


IN 


A. 8 BK M2. 


On the Words of Jesus CHRIST, Mat. xvi. 24. F any 
Man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up 
his Croſs, and follow me : Preached at the Hague, in the 
Church of the Walleons, on Sunday, the pth of Nowems 
ber, in the Forenoon. 


—— . — —— 


My BaETRHREN, 


bp is with great Reaſon that the Charch of Goy upon 
Earth is called the Church militant; it is ſurrounded 
with Enemies on every Side, which Way ſoever we look; 
and, as it is obliged to fight inceſſantly to overcome them, 
and to be triumphant at the laſt, we cannot conceive any 
Idea more conformable to the Eftate wherein it is, than 
to conſider it as an Army, drawn up in Battle Array, which 
is always fighting againſt its Enemies, and which is con- 
tinually obtaining ſome new Victory. All the Faithful 
who compoſe this Army are ſo many indefatigable Soldiers, 
who, driven by a noble Ambition, have reſolved, every 
one of them, to obtain a Crown of [mmortality. Our 
Lorp Jesus CHRIST is the glorious CAPTAIN, who leads 
them on to the Battle, who /upporrs them by his almighty 
Power, 


„ 


Power, who encourages them by his Example, and who, 
at laſt, crowns them upon their Victory. And, if you 
would know what are the firſt Commands, which this di- 
vine Captain gives to thoſe who are willing to march un- 
der his Conduct, and fight under his Banner, hear what 
he ſays himfelf to his Diſciples, in the Words of our 
Text: If any Man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, 
and take up bis Creſi, and follow me. Z 

Theſe Words are an izvincible Confutation of that con- 
tagious Error which is continually repeated in Times of 
Difficulty, and which reigns at this Day more than ever: 
I mean the Error of thoſe /utexvarm People, who, to flat- 
ter themſelves in their — perſuade them - 
ſelves that there is no Neceſſity to ſuffer for the Gaſpel; that, 
in a Day of Perſecution, it is better to ſuit themſelves a little 
to the Spirit of the Times, than to expoſe themſelves to the 
extreme Rigour of thoſe in Power ; that GoD 7s zoo goed 10 
require his Children to fuffer Aflictions which they may eafily 
avoid ; and that it is a great Folly to refuſe preſerving their 
Wealth, Honour, and Life, by a liitle Diſſimulation, which 
they do not believe to be any great Crime, It is for this 
Reaſon that we have undertaken to explain theſe Words 
of our Loxp, wherein you may eaſily obſerve how 
greatly theſe Errors are contrary to the Spirit of the Goj- 
gel, when we ſhall have ſhewn you, in the moſt conciſe 


L 


Manner we can: | 


I. What it is to Deny owr/elves ; what it is to take up 
our Cross ; and what it is to follow Jesus CHRIST. 


II, Wherefore our divine LORD orders all thoſe whe 
would follow him, to deny themſelves, to take up THEIR 
Croſi, and follow him. 


Liſten to us, then, my Brethren, with all that Atten- 
tion which ſo important and uſeful a Matter demands. 
We are about to place before your Eyes the fundamental 
Truths of the Goſpel, and the certain Signs whereby you 
may undoubtedly determine whether you are of the Num- 
ber of thoſe who follow ]Jesus CHRIST, and who are 
enrolled as Soldiers under bis Banner. 
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I. To underſtand certainly what our divine Saviour 
requires of us, in this Place, when he would have us 
deny ourſelves, we muſt take it for granted, as a moſt in- 
diiputable Truth, that the Words are ſpoken with a 
View to his Diſciples, and to all thoſe to whom they are 
addreſſed, as they are the Chi/dren of ADam, yet remain- 
ing in their natural Eſtate and Corruption. This appears 
clearly by the firſt Words of our Text: any Man will 
come after me. This evidently ſuppoſes thoſe, to whom 
theſe Words are ſpoken, were not yet in a State of Grace 
becauſe, of Neceſſity, they muſt firſt come into it; and, 
in coming into it, they muſt ſubmit to the firſt Duties 
which the Son or Gop requires of them whom he calls 
thereto. We muit alſo obſerve here, that this Corruption 
is repreſented to us as what is ſo ſtrongly rooted in Men, 
before their Regeneration, that we may ſay it is the 
vhcle Man; becauſe, in this State, there is Nothing in 
him which is not zotally corrupted. And thus it ap- 
pears, manifeſtly, that to deny ourſelves is to renounce 
this natural Corruption which reigns in us, and which 
makes up every Thing we are in ourſelves ; to ſtrip our- 
ſelves of this Se Love, which hath Nothing in it but 
what is finful ; and to ſhake off the Yoke entirely of 
thoſe vicious Paſſions and Inclinations which are the 
overflowing Fountain of all the Sins which we com- 


mit. 


Hereby you plainly ſee, n Brethren, that this Deny- 
ing of ourſelves is of a wery large Extent, and compre- 
hends many Things ; but we muſt at the ſame Time 
confeſs, that it requires a very great and a very clear 
Diſcernment to know the true Uſe of it: The greateſt 
Part of Mankind deceive themſelves in this; and, for 
Want of examining thoroughly this Commandment, they 
fall, either into pernicious Errors, or into ridiculous Ex- 
ceſſes. The firmer are thoſe who regard this Precept, 
and all ſuch like Injunctions, as Thiogs which it is im- 
poſſible for them to perform. What, /ay they, to de- 
« ny myſelf, to ſtrip myſelf of all I am worth, and of 
« all natural Affection! to hate Father, Metber, Wife, 
« Children, Brothers, Siſters, and even my own Life!“ 


« How 
Lale xiv, 26. 
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& How can one ſubmit to this Goſpel, which authoriſes 
& Ingratitude, and which sHARPENS Fury?“ I ſay, 
thoſe who reaſon in this Manner fall into a moſt perni- 
cious Error. The others are thoſe who believe this Com- 
mandment obliges us to teſtify the Averſion we ought to 
have for ourſelves, iu afflidting ourſelves, in divers Ways, 
by rigorous Torments ; to break off all Intercourſe with 
our neareſt Relations; no longer to liſten to the Motions 
of Affection for them, whereto Nature binds us; and 
even to pive up that Care we ought to have for our own 
Lives : I ſay, of theſe People, that they fall into riafcu- 
lous Exceſſes; and, of both, I ſay, that, through Wick. 
edneſs or Pride, they all make Ess CarisT equally 
unjuſt ; becauſe, throuph their Ignorance of the Com- 
mandment, they all alike accuſe him of overthrowing 
the Laws of Nature, inſtead of eſtabliſhing them in their 
lawful Authority, as will appear plainly to thoſe who 
attentively conſider it. | 

The true Law of Nature requires that Man ſhould always 
regard the End that Gop intends in creating him, and 
refer to that all his Actions, infomuch, that, to follow 


this Law, he is obliged to have Reſpect always to the 


GLory of Gop, which 1s the ultimate End, the Mark 
which he ought to aim at continually ; and, if he ſhould 
be permitted to acquire the good Things of this Life, it 
is only that he ſhould beſtow them all in this advantageous 
Manner. Thus Riches, for Example, and worldly 
Goods are given unto us for no other End, but to lead us 
thereby to bleſs iM who is the Giver of them. We ought 
to honour our Fathers and our Mothers, becauſe they are, 
in a particular Manner, in Reſpect of us, the liveſy Images 
of God who created us. We ought to look upon our 
Children as Gifts which Gop hath given us, and this 
ought to be the Foundation of a our Tenderneſs for them. 
Our cavn Lives ought not to be dear to us, but only as 
they are the Means of our ſerving Gop: And thus we ought, 
in general, to refer all the Aßections of Nature to the Glory 
of 41M who is the Author ot it, if we would make a law- 
ful Uſe of them. 
Yet we are daily taught, by fatal Experience, that, 
through a lamentable Diſorder in the human Nature, we 
forget, in all our Actions, what ought to be the princi- 
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Eo! End of them; becauſe we, by our original Sin, have 
placed ourſelves in Gop's Stead, and have made an 14a 
of our SELF-LOVE. It is zhis that renders all our Actions 
ſinful; it is hit that makes the beſt of them no better 
than ſhining Sins, as ſome have formerly very truly ſaid 
of the Virtue of the Heathens; and this is the Reaſon, 
alſo, that we cannot, whilſt we are in our unregenerate 
State, defire Riches, love our Parents, Children, nor even 
our own Lives, without Sin; becauſe, in this State, we 
never refer our Deſires and our Affections to their true 
End; but, on the contrary, we draw them away from it 
continually. | 
When, therefore, our Loxp JEsus CHRIST exhorts 
us here to deny our/eives, it is evident that he bids us no 
longer regard ourſelves, as the principal End of our Ac- 
tions and Affections, but that we ſhould ſtrip ourſelves of 
every Thing unlawful in our Se love; and that we ſhould 
thus deſtroy that ab9minab/e Idol in our Hearts, which the 
Devil hath ſet up therein againſt Gop, It is hi that the 
plvI NE REDEEMER in other Words teaches us, in other 
Places of Scripture ; as when he ſays to Nicodemus that he 
mut be born again, that is to ſay, that he muſt become a 
Ws New CREATURE, Gbe/ore be can enter into the Kingdom of 
= Gov ; and it is 2% allo that St. Paul calls, in his Epil- 
| 2 tles, 7o pur ge out the old Leawen ; 1 Cor. v. 7. To Put off 
= the old Man, (Eh. iv. 22.) with his Deeds; Col. iii. 8, 9. 
For the Holy Gheft makes Ule of all theſe Expreſſions in 
the Scripture, to teach us that we ought entirely to re- 
nounce the C:rrupiion of our Nature, that we may be able 
to make our Actions conformable to the principal End to 
wich they ought always to tend; and thus it appears 
clearly, that there is Nothing in this Commandment, 
which is not meſt juſt, and the Obſervation whereof is 
not moſt ceceſſary to the Bulizwer, to begin his Sanctiſi- 
cation, 
It appears alſo hereby, that our Lox D Jesvs CRRIS 
does not require that we ſhould abandon, abſolutely, the 
Care that we ought to have of ourfelves, that we ſhould 
treat ourſelves as Enemies, and that we ſhould deprive 
WE ourſclves of thoſe worldly Goods with which he hath en- 
riched us; this would be an exceeding great Folly, and a 
criminal lugratitude; but he requires only that we ſhould 
regulate 
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regulate the Motions of our Self-lowe, and that we ſhould 4 ; 


refer them to their lawful End; that we ſhould po/7/5 theſe 
Things which he hath given us as if ave poſeJed them not, 
without fixing our Heart in any Manner upon them ; and 
that we ſhould look upon them as Riches, whereof he hath 


only made us Stewards, and which Gop hath committed 4 
to us, to make a good Uſe of. This is, my Brethren, a 
very real and a mo/? true Denial of ourſelves, becauſe, when | © 


the Believer is in this State, he can ſay he hath truly in his 
Heart renounced every Thing that is hurtful to his Sal- 
vation, in his Deſires after, or in the Enjoyment of, the 
Riches of this World, inſomuch, that he can, without 
murmuring, and without being exce/ively afflicted, loſe 
Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Brothers,” and Sifters ; be 
deprived of all his Riches ; ſee himſelf reduced to the ut - 
moſt Neceſſity; and ſay, with holy Job, The Lorb gave, 
and the LotD hath taten away ; bleſſed be the Name of the 
Loap; Jeb i. 21. He hath then no longer any criminal 
Attachment to this earthly Life, and he is always ready 
to quit it without Regret, and even with Joy, becauſe he 
never regarded it but as a Talent, with which he was en- 
truſted, and for which he muſt one Day give an Account. 
You plainly ſee by this, my Brethren, that, when the 
Belie ver bath thus denied himſelf, he can eaſily take up 
his Croſs, and follow Jesus CHRIST: But this will ap- 


pear clearer to you yet, when we ſhall have ſhewn you 


what theſe two Things ſignify. 


Remember, then, that to zake up, or carry, our Cræſ: ö 
fignifics here not only to ſuffer Affliction with Patience, 
bat alſo principally to rox Es EE the Afflictions to which we 


may be expoſed, and to reſolve to ſubmit to them with an 


entife Reſignation. This is the /econd Effect which Faith F 
ought to produce in the Heart of him who hath already | 
denied himſelf ; for this Faith is a Light which always 

carries its Brightneſs and its Rays into Futurity; and 


thus it burdens them whom it enlightens, not only with 
preſent Afflictions, but alſo with thoſe which may happen 
in Time to come, to the End that this holy Foreſight may 

revent us from being ſurprized at them, when the Time 
of thoſe Afflictions is come: Therefore our Saviour IESsus 
CnarisT, after having declared, in the xivth of Lake, 
that he avho would not take up his Croſs and folkw him could 
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wt be his Diſciple, teaches us, at the ſame Time, what it 
was to take up his Croſs, by two Parables, which moſt 
admirably repreſent unto us this wiſe Foreſight, which 
Faith ought to give thoſe who are enlightened with it. 
The fr/ft is that of a Man who intended to build a 
Tower. He firſt conſidered what he was about to do, 
and made an exact Calculation of the Expence which he 


W 1 muſt be at, that he might know if he were able to un- 


dertake it, and if he ſhould have ſufficient to finiſh it. 
The /econd is that of a King, who, before he went to 
War, conſulted with himſelf, and examined his Strength, 
to ſee if he was able to meet with or to fight his Enemy : 
To teach us, that the Believer ought to reſemble a w/c 
Mafter-Builder ; that he ought to examine himſelf, and 
ſee if he have Patience neceſſary to undergo the Afflic- 
tions which commonly attend the Profeſſion of the Go/- 
pel, and which every where purſue the Diſciples of Ixs us 
CarisT; and that he ought alſo to be like a wife 
King, who compares his Forces with thoſe of his Enemy, 
to prevent his being overcome, and to avoid tne Shame 
of a cruel Slavery. 

It is zhus that ye himſelf becomes a ſtrong Tower, 
well built, well fortified, and founded upon the Rock 
of Ages : The Floods of Waters and the Waves of Af- 
flictions cannot undermine the Foundations: The Tem- 
peſts, Storms, and Winds, of Perſecution cannot in any 
Manner ſhake him: He is able to reſiſt all the Fury of 
his Enemies: He neither fears their Numbers nor their 
Strength: He is always certain to obtain a glorious Vie- 
tory. 

Thus you plainly ſee, my Brethren, that the Believer, 
to take up his Creſi, ought to arm himſelf with Pa- 
tience, that he may be able to bear his Aictions with an 
entire Submifion, when Goo is pleaſed thereby to prove 
his Faith and his Perſeverance. It is for this End that 
the Cro/5 is, in a peculiar Manner, called nis Cres; 
becauſe it is properly his Burthen, and, as we may ſay, 
the Yoke which he muſt take upon himſelf, and which be 
muſt carry upon his Shoulders. 

But I perceive that, in purſuing the Parab/e of our 
Loxp Jesus CHRIST, I ſhall repreſent the Believer as a 


a Ling, 


Cre 
King, who prepares himſelf for the Battle, and who is 
able to meet his Enemies; and yet, in the Beginning of 
this Diſcourſe, he appeared to be no more than a Sol- 
dier, who had enliſted himſelf, and who was to fight un- 
der the Standard of the Goſpel, Be not ſurpriſed, ay 
Brethren ; the Believer is a King, but it is as true to ſay 
that he is but a common Soldier. He is a King when we 
conſider him in Reſpect of his Enemies, who are but re- 
bellious Subjects, with whom ke muſt fight, and over 
whom he muſt reign, a ſecond Time, after he hath ob- 
tained the Victory: But he is no more than a common 
Soldier when we confider him in —_— of Jesus 
CHRIST, his Captain and his pivine MASTER. This 
is the Reaſon he is here commanded to follow nim ; 
that is to ſay, to imitate 5, Actions in the Combat, 
that he may alſo have a Share in his Victory. | 

This Thought 1s very naturally ſuggeſted, in con- 
ſidering the Occaſſon upon which the Words of our Text 
are ſpoken, as will appear by what our Evangeliſt relates 
concerning it. Our LoxD JESUS CurrsT had already 
declared to his Di/ciples, that he muſt go up to Jeruſa- 
lem ; that he muſt ſuffer many Things of the Elders, the 
Chief-Priefts, and the Scribes ; be put to Death, and 


ariſe again the third Day; that is to ſay, that, after he 4 


had repreſented to them the Greatneſs of the Battles BE 


had to ſuſtain, he ſhewed them alſo the glorious Iſſue of 
them. Neveitheleſs, the Horror of theſe Sufferings had 
ſo terrified St. Peter, that, without conſidering the Glory 


which was to follow them, he endeavoured to hinder him 
from expoſing himſelf to them: Lorp, ſaid he, be it WM 
far from thee ; this ſhall not be unto thee. Matt. xvi. 22. 


It was this which cauſed our Lox D Jesus CarisT, af- 
ter having reproved 7his Diſciple for the ſcandalous 1 
Counſel he had given him, to declare unte him, and to 
all his other Diſciples, that thoſe who would triumph 
with him ought to conſider him as their Captain, to imi- 


tate him in their Conduct, and to follow him in his 
Battles; for that is properly what he would teach them 
by the Words of our Text: F any Man will come after 
me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and fol- 
Jow me, By this you ſee, my Brethren, that _ — 
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Words powerfully confirm what went before ; and that 
we mult not only follow our Lox p and Saviour JESUS 
Cualsr, (that is to ſay, we muſt go with him up to 
Feruſalem, to be expoſed to the Contradictions of t 

Scribes and Phariſces, and to be there betrayed and deli- 
vered to his Enemies,) we muſt accompany him into,the 
Common-Hall, there to ſuffer the Injuries and Inſults of 
the Officers; we mult follow him into the Garden of 
Geth/emane, to encounter there all the Horrors of Death; 
we muſt go up Mount Calvary, to be faſtened with him 
to an infamous Cross ; and we muſt go down even into 
the Grave, there to combat with Death himſelf in his 
inmoſt Entrenchments ; for we muſt follow I Es us into 
all theſe Places: I mean, that we muſt /ub-zz to all theſe 
Kinds of Afiiions, and be always ready to ſuffer them 
when we are called thereto, before we can follow him 
in his Reſurrection and Exaltation ; becauſe, without this, 


we cannot entertain any well-grounded Hope of the 
4 Glory which he hath acquired for us by theſe Sufferings ; 
and that, on the contrary, we cannot avoid falling into 
4 the Abyſs of eternal Death. 
& For this Reaſon, he that ſat upon the Throne faid, 
d with an Oath, (Rev. xxi. 6, 7.) I am ALPHA and 
je OuEGa, the Beginning and the End: He that overcometh 
„Pall inherit all Things; and I will be his God, and he 
fall be uy Son, We muſt overcome, and conſequently 
d we mu fight, to inherit all Things, and to be placed 
ry among the Children of Gop. But the fearful and unbe- 
m lieving, and the abominable, and Murderers, and Whore- 
ww | mongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Liars, Gall 
{5 have their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
f. Brimſtone, which is the ſecend Death, Ver. 8. Take No- 
+ tice, my Brethren, that the fearful and the unbelieving, 
1 that is to ſay, thoſe who through Cowardice or Unbe- 
ph | lief efuſe to follow JzsUs Caxe1sT in his Combats, 
S i are here ſet, in the foremoſt Rank, among the moſt de- 
his teltable Men, and among thoſe whoſe Damnation is moſt 
om certain; to teach us, that there is no Crime ſo abomi- 
ar nable as the Ingratitude of thoſe who refuſe to hght for 
fol: = the Honour of him who hath endured ſo many Combate 
laſt for our Salvation: And, for this Reaſon, our Load Ja- 
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sus CnrtsT declares to us, immediately after the Words 
of our Text, Whefoever will ſave his Life ſhall lee it; ans 
avhoſoever will loſe his Life, for his Sake, fhall find it ; to © 
ſhew us, that we ought always to be ready to loſe our 
Life for him ; and that, unleſs we thus reſolve to do, 
there is no Hope of Salvation. | 
But do not think that this is a ew Yoke that our 
Lord lays upon his Diſciples under the Goſpel : This 
Law comprehends the principal Terms of the Covenant of 
Grace; and it ſhews alſo what are the principal Z/*2; 
which Faith ought to produce in us, So it ought to have 
been, and indeed ſo it hath undoubtedly been, in all the 
Times and in all the Ages of the Church, from the Time 
that Gop gave a new Covenant to Adam, upon his Fall. 
It would not be difficult to ſhew you; if the Time would 
permit, that Abel, Enoch, Noah, and other Believers who 
lived before the Flood, ſhewed, when they were there. 
unto called, that they had denied themſelves, and taken 
up their Craſi, and that they were ready to follow Jesvs 
CurisT, We might alſo ſhew you the ſame Thing in 
what the holy Scriptures relate of Lot, Foſeph, Moſes, 
and of the greateſt Part of the Patriarchs and Propheis 
who lived before the Coming of the Son or Gop; but, 
becauſe Abraham is moſt juſtly looked upon as the Father 
of the Faithful, his Example, perhaps, may be much 
more prevailing than any other; and the Trials, which 
Gop was pleaſed to make of his Faith, have alſo ſnewn, 
in the cleareſt Manner, that he was moſt undoubtedly in 
that Eftate wherein we ſay all the Faithful ought to be: 
For, when Gop had commanded him to offer up his Son, 
for a Burnt-offering, upon one of the Mountains of 1. 
riah, he plainly diſcovered, by his Submiſſion, that, as 
Gop had called him, and had made himſelf known to 
him, he had denied himſelf, and had taken up his Cr, 
and that he was at all Times ready to follow this DIVIx x 
Ax cEI of the everla/iing Covenant, who had cauſed him 
to come up out of Ur ot the Chalzees, and who had pro- 
miſed to give the Land of Canaan to his Seed: 1 ſay, he Wi 
ſhewed that he had denied him/elf, by the ready Obedi- I 
ence which he paid to the Commandment of Gop ; for, 
if he bad conſulted with himſelf or his Reaion, and » 
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his Faith had not hearkened to the Commandment, un- 
doubtedly he could never have been able to have re- 
ſolved to execute it. To /acr:fice Laac ! would he have 
ſaid to Gop 3; — my onLY Son ! — him whom I love ? 
— his Son which thou haſt given me ref, to comfort 
me in my old Age, and of whom thou haſt promiſed me 
ſo numerous a Poſterity ! — this Iſaac, whom 1 look upon 
as the only Foundation of all my Hopes! — Alas! my 
Affection car.aot ſubmit to ſo barbarous an Action; my 
Reaſon ſtrongly militates againſt it, and cannot reconcile 
the Faithfulneſs of thy Promiſes with this rigorous Com- 
mand, Behold, my Brethren, the Reaſonings of a Man; 
but theſe are not the Rea/onings of Believers, who have 
put off the old Man. Abraham reaſons in another Man- 
ner, becauſe he had denied bimſelf. Gop is ux Gap, 
ſays he in his Heart: My Sor is a Gift which I hold of 
his liberal Hand; he demands him again; nB 18 His 3 
J am nls Servant; I will offer him up to him, It is 
thus that Faith triumphs immediately in the Heart of the 
Patriarch; and it is thus that, without any farther Rea- 
ſoning, he reſolved to perform the Commandment of 
Gop. He reſe up early in the Morning, ſays the Scripture, 
and ſaddled bis 4/s, and took two of bis young Men with 
him, and Iſaac his Son, and roſe up, and went unto the 
Place of which Gop had told him, Gen. xxii. 3. This 
Conduct evidently ſhews, that he had denied him/elf, and 
that he had ſubmitted to the Covenant of Grace; and 
what follows alſo ſhews, that he had already taken up 
his Cro/s. As ſoon as he was arrived at the Foot of the 
Mountain, he left there his young Men ; he laid the 
Wood of the Burnt-offering upon his Son Jage; and, 
as to himſelf, he took with him the Inftruments of his 
Affliction and his Grief ; the Fire, which was to burn 
bis own Bowels, in burning the Body of his Son; and 
the Knife, which he himſelt was to plunge into the Bo- 
ſom of his dear Iſaac, and which would at the ſame Time 
Pierce his own Heart: And you know that, having in 
this Manner ſhewn that he had taken up his Croſs, he 
ſhewed at the ſame Time that he was ready to follow 
Jus Chriſt; which manifeſtly appears in his aſcending 
the Mountain, where he had abſolutely reſolved to 12 
1 ce 


| ( xxx ) 
fice his Son; in laying the Wood in Order for a Burnt. 
offering; in laying J/aac thereon, to receive the mortal 
Blow; in firetching out his Arm, to complete this $a. 
cnfice: All which paints out to us, in the moſt lively 
Colours, hi who was to be the Price of our Redemp- 


Lion. 


Hereby you ſee, my Brethren, that what our Lon p Je. 
sus CarIsT commands us in our Text is no more than 
he hath before commanded all his faithful Servants under 
the Old Teſtament, and that they are a/l obliged to obey 
the ſame Laws, which are but renewed, in a Manner, 


more particularly under the Goſpel. But wherefore bave 


Believers been enjoined the Neceſſity of denying themſelves ; 
of taking up their Croſs; and of following our Logo 
Jzsus CHRIST, in this Manner, in all Times, and in 
all Ages? 'This is what we are now to ſhew you, in the 


Jecond Part of our Diſcourſe; and to this you ought to 
redouble your Attention. | 


II. Gop is a Gop or Hortiness The Seraphin 4 


ery continually before him, Holy, holy, hely, is the Lok b 
of HosTs, IE. vi. 3. And it is this perfect Holineſs, 
which, being without the leaſt Stain, cannot contract 
any Fellowſhip with Men of corrupt Hearts: Therefore, 
to enter into Fellowſhip with him, we muſt of Neceflity 
abandon this Corruption and a'l its Deeds; and this c-n- 


not be Cone, but in denying ourſelwes; becauſe, fince Sin 


came into the World, there is Nothing in us but what is 
corrupted ; and this Corruption is ſo natural to us, that it 


makes every Thing that we are in ourſelves ſuch us we f 


have already ſhewn, | 
Moreover, Gop is a Gop or ODER, and his infi- 


nite Miſaom demands that every Thing which he does F 
and enjoins ſhould always tend to that final End which 
he hath propoſed to himſelf, We have ſeen that zhe En, 


which Gop hath propoſed in the Work of our Redemp- 
tion, hath been to replace Man in a Condition to do 
every Thing to the Glory of his CReaTOR and Re- 


DEEMER, as the End of all his Thoughts, Actions, De- 
| fires, and Affections; and thus Order requires that he be 


obliged to renounee immediately every 'Thing which may 


divert 
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( xxxi ) 
divert him from this End; he muſt therefore, of Neef. 
ſity, renounce this Se/-lowe, which is the Source of all 
theſe Wanderings, becauſe it propoſes an other End than 
the true one, in cauſing him to ſet himſelf in the Place of 
God ; and it is for this Reaſon that our Loa D Jzesus 
Cnx1sT would have the Believer deny himſelf, 

Obſerve here another Reaſon, which powerfully con- 
firms the former; which is, that the /ame Order of infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Juſtice, which Gop cannot violate, re- 
quires that every one, who would enter into his Alliance 
and Fellowſhip, ſhould diſavow, as much as he is able, 
by his Conduct and his Actions, the Sin which hath been 
the Source of our Corruption, and which hath alienated 
Men from the fr// Covenant Gop had made with them, 
and which he cannot do in a ſtronger and better Manner 
than in denying himſelf ; becauſe, in ſo doing, we ſhew, 
by an oppoſite Conduct, that we entirely diſapprove that 
which cauſed the Fall of the firſt Man. This evidently 
appears by conſidering the Nature of this Sin; for it is 


certain that the Horror and Enormity of this Crime con- 


ſiſt properly in this, that Adam ceaſed to refer all his 
Actions to the Glory of his CREATOR, as he was indiſ- 
ce obliged to do; and, ſuffering himſelf to be 

linded by his SH Lowe, he ſought his own Glory; that 
is to ſay, he renounced the Lowe, which he 0:7ht to have 
for the Glery of Gop, to attach himſelf to the Love, 
which he ought not to have, for his own Glory: And 
therefore, to follow a Conduct directly oppoſite to har, 
we muſt neceſſarily renounce that anlaumſul Love which 
we naturally have for our own Glory, and attach our. 
ſelves only to the Love which in Juſtice we ought to 
have for the Glory of Gop. This is the 2hird Reaſon for 
the which our Lozp Jzsus CHRIST requires us to deny 
our/elyes. 

"here 1s yet a fourth Reaſon, which is not leſs impor- 
tant; and it is this: That we ought to obſerve the  won- 
derful Agreement which we find in all the Commandments of 
the Covenant of Grace, of which this is the Foundation. 
It is abſolutely impoſſible to obey theſe Commandments, 


whilſt we remain full of this Self-lowve; and there is not 


one which we cannot eaſily perform, when we, upon en- 
a 4 tering. 


(ani) 


tering into this Covenant, have truly denied our/elver, 
Judge of this yourſelves, Believers, according to the 

rinciples which we have laid down. Is there any Thing 
eafier than to love our Enemies, when we have renounced 
every Thing that is unlawful in S love? Is it not true 
that we can then eaſily forgive all thoſe Injuries to which 


we are expoſed ? Cannot we then, without Reluctance, 
do Good to theſe from whom we have received Evil? pray 
for thoſe by whom we are per/ecuted? and, in a Word, do 
every Thing which, in the Goſpel, appears the moſt dif. 
ficult to thoſe who fill continue Idolaters of themſelves ? 
Without Doubt, ay Brethren, all theſe Things are eaſy to 
them who arein this happy State of Regeneration, becauſe 
then we do not account ourſelves any Thing, but leave 
to Gop that Vengeance which belongs to him, and who, 
. to Oraer, ought to depend abſolutely upon n15 
Will. | 

When we are thoroughly acquainted with this funda- 
mental Law, we find that it comprehends all the Reaſons 
of that, which our Lox D Jesus Curi5T teaches us in the 
Go/pel; I would ſay of every Thing which reſpects the 
Conduct of our Actions, and which ſhews us the true Mo. 
tives which ought to excite us to every thing we do, whe. 
ther it be towards Gop or our Neighbour. See what is 
ſaid, Mar. vi. 6. When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Chiſet; 
and, whan thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Far RRR, 
ewhich is in Secret. T hou ſhalt no! be as the Hypocrites are; 
for they love to pray in the Corners of the Streets, that tho 
may 2 een of Men. This ſays clearly, that, to pray to 
Gov agreeably to his Will, we muſt deny our/elves, and 
that thoſe who, in their Prayers, follow the DiQates of 
their Se/-/ove are but Hypocrices, It is for this Reaſon, 
that our Loxp jesus CHRIST adds, immediately after, 
a Form of Prayer, which evidently ſhews, that, in our 
Prayers, we ought to refer all our Petitions to the Glory of 
Gop; and that we ought not to aſk any 7 hing for our/elv: 
which tends not to that End. Give us our daily Bread, to the 
End that we may Jan&4ify thy Name ; forgive us our Tri/- 
. paſſes, to the End that thy Kingdom may come; deliver us 
70m Evil, to the End that we may do thy Will on Earth, 


4 the Angels do it in Heaven, All theſe Petitions, as 
you 
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ou ſee, refer themſelves to the Glory of Gop, in the 
Has of the Believer who hath denied himſelf. We may 
ſay the ſame Thing of Faſting and Alus giving, which 
are ſpoken of in this Place, Mat. vi. 1 and 16. | Thoſe 
who regard hemſelves in theſe holy and Charitable Duties 
become ſacrilegious, in mixing with them the Leaven of 
their Vanity and Self laue. He who hath not denied him - 
ſelf never faſts but to make a Parade of his Devotion ; he 
never gives Alms but to be ſeen of Men, and to gain 
their Eſteem; and thus his moſt holy Actions become 
abominable Crimes, becauſe we may ſay that, in ſome 
Sort, they are Sacrifices which he offers to the Ida that 
reigns in his Heart, | mean, to his Vanity and Self love. 
We muſt renounce them then, my Brethren ; we muſt caſt 
down this Idol, before we ſhall be able to give to our beſt: 
Deeds the Name of gocd Works. And this is ſtill another 
Reaſon, for the which our Loxp Jzsus CHRIST requires: 
us to deny ourſelves. 0% 

We may apply this general Rule to all the Command. 
ments, both of the Law and of the Go/pe/; but, to avoid 
Prolixity, we ſhall content ourſelves in making this Ap. 
plication to t Commandments only, in which our Lozxn: 
Jesus CHRIST hath included all the Reſt; Mat. xxii. 
37. Thou ſhult lowe the Lord thy GOD with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. It is evident 
that this ii and great Commandment requires, that, in 
loving Gop, we ſhould give him our «hole Heart, our 


- while Soul, and our avhole Mind; that is to ſay, that Gop 


will not divide them between a1M and as; no Defire in 
our Hearts, no Thought 1n our Souls, and Nothing what- 
ſoever in vs, which is not to be referred to that Love, by 
which we ought to glorify mim inceſſantly, It is for 
this Reaſon it is ſaid, that the fecond Commandment 
is like unto the firit ; that is to ſay, it ought in the 
ſame Manner to tend to bis Ghry.: We ought, according 
to this Commandment, t love our Neighbours as ourſelves. 
Obſerve, it is not ſaid, that we ought to love them with 
all our Heart, with all our Soul, and with all our Mind; 
becauſe there is Nothing but Gop which we ought to 
love with this ab/elute Love; and, if we give this abſo- 
lute Love to our Neighbours, we ſhould love them more 


a 5 than 
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than we ought to love ourſelves; for we ought not to 
love any Thing in ourſelves but the Image of God, which 
we bear; and it is alſo this ſame Image which we ought 
to love equally in cur Neighbours, to the End that we 
ſhould refer, as well the Love which we have for cur. 
ſelves, as the Love which we have for our Neighbours, to 


the Glory of Gop. Whatſoever there is more in our Self. 


Love is unjuſt and unlawful ; and we are ab/elutely obli- 
ged to renounce it, that we- may be able to render unto 
Gop that which we owe him, and to obey the Will of 


Sim, who commands us, in our Text, to deny ourſelves. 


It appears, from every Thing we have ſaid to you, 


that the great Reaſon, for which we are obliged to deny 
_ ourſelves, ariſes from this, that, without it, we cannot 
P 8 all our Love to Gov, as we are obliged to do, to 


e received into the Covenant of Grace. A like Reaſon 
compels us to take up our CRoss, to live in this holy 
Covenant; becauſe, as Gop continually gives us Jo- 
kens of his Love, we muſt continually return unto him 
Proofs of ours; which we cannot do more truly and ex- 
preſsly than in taking up our Cro/, and carrying it con- 
tinually ; I mean, in ſetting inceſſantly before our Eyes 
the Afflictions and Sufferings to which we may be ex- 
poſed ; in ſubmitting ourſelves to them with Joy ; in ex- 
pecting them with F:rmne/5, and in ſuffering them with 
Patience, when we are called thereto ; becauſe we mani— 
feſt, by this Conduct, that we truly love Gop, with 47 
our Heart, and with a// our Might, ſince we even love 
theſe Afflictions and Sufferings ; and that our Cro/s is 


frweet to us, becauſe it comes from Him, and that we 


are willing to be conformed to his Will. 
This ſhews plainly, my Brethren, that thoſe who, in 


- - Profperity and Riches, think themſelves diſpenſed from 


bearing their Creſi, and from giving to God this Proof 
of their Love, are in a moſt miſerable State ; that they 
cannot ſay they live in the Covenaxt of Grace, but, on 
the contrary, that they are of the Number of the fearful 
and unbelicuing, who ſhall have their Part in the Lake 


which burneth with Fire and Brimilone, as we have al- 


ready ſeen, We muſt of Neceſſity inure ourſelves to the 


Croſs, and accuſtom ourſelves to bear it, in whatioever 
<= State 
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State we be: This is the Means to prevent ourſelves 
from being ſurpriſed at it, and from falling into the 
Mis fortune of the rich, who cannot be admitted into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, of whom the Goſpel ſpeaks. Thoſe 
who act otherwiſe, and who fall aſleep in Proſperity, are 
like the foolip Virgins, who had no Oil in their Lamps, 
Matt. xxv. 3. Waen our Logp Jesus CHRIST came to 
put their Faith to the Proof, their Lamps were gone out, 
and they were not ready to eater in unto the Marriage- 
Feaſt made for this pivine BriveGROOM, It is of 
theſe Perſons that our Lord Jesus CnrisT ſays, 
Mark x. 25. that it is eaſier for a Camel to go through the 
Eye of a Needle, than for a rich Man, that is to ſay, a 
Man who is lulled aſleep by his Riches,. 70 enter into the 
Kingdom of Gop.. "Theſe are thoſe Cowards, who. refuſe 
to enliſt themſelves under the Banner of the Son or 
Gov, and who ſhall have no Part in his Glory, becauſe 
they would not take Part in his Combats and in his Suf= 
ferings: They hereby ſhew that they are ſtill full of 
themſelves; and, if they do not repent, it is moſt cer- 
tain that Gop will give them up to their own Will, and 
to their own Miſery, for having refuſed to follow our 
Loxo Jesus CHrisT, and to walk with him, in that 
ftrait Way which leadeth unto eternal Life. | 
We are indiſpenſably obliged, my Brethren, to deny 
ourſel ves, and to take up our Cro/s to follow our Lox Dp 
Jesus CurisT, becauſe he firſt denied im, and took 
up bis Croſs, to follow us: And certainly the infinite 
Wiſdom of our Gop. diſcovers itſelf here in a moſt won- 
dertul Manner; for, in the Order which he bath taken to 
redeem us, he hath ſhewn us the Order which we muft 
keep to apply this Redemption to vurſelves ; and alſo, 
1: the Steps which he was pleaſed to fake, to come to us, 
he hath plainly taught us the Way. wherein we ought to 
go to approach him. Our Lou. Jesus CHRIST hath 
denied him elf, his infinite Dignity, his exceeding reat 
Maj;/iz, and, in ſome Degree, all the Brightneſs A. his 
G{cry, to deſcend into our Nothingneſs, and to follow us 
in our Miſery: We ought, in like Manner, to deny our- 
ſelves, our Corruption, our Pride, and every Thing wbich 
keeps us at a Liſtance from him, that we may be capa- 
a 6 | ble 
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ble of following him in his Glory, Our Loxp Jesvs 
CurisT “ became a Cro/;, to teſtify unto us that great 
Love which led him to lay down his Life for us: It is 
therefore moſt juſt, that, in Return, we ſhould become a 
Creſi, to teſtify our Love to him; and, for that End, we 
ſhould be always ready to lay down our Lives, and to 
expoſe ourſelves to all Kinds of Sufferings, when we are 
called thereto, for his Glory : For, as he is the Cap. 
TAin of our Salvation, it is evident that we are obliged 
to follow his cd bg and to imitate him in his whole 
Conduct; and theſe are the Reaſons, Believers, for 
hich, by me, he yet ſays unto you, at this Day, JF any 
an will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
Craſi, and follow me. 
What ſhall any one ſay, after this, my Brethren, to de- 
Fend this pernicious Error, whereof we have ſpoken from 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe? How can they, who 
would lull your Conſciences aſleep, make their Pre. 
tences, which their Cowardice hath furniſhed, agree with 
the Spirit of the Goſpel? And how can they, at the 
Day of Judgement, anſwer him, who hath ſo often de- 
clared to us, that Afii#ions are the Way that leads us to 
Glory, and who commands us to deny ourſelves, to take up 
our Croſi and follow him, to arm ourſelves early with the 
avhole Armour of Gop, and to ſtrengthen ourſelves againſt 
all the Aſſaults of our Enemies? Certainly their Fear- 
Fulneſ5, Lukiwarmneſs, and Cowardice, can be followed 
by Nothing but everlafing Confuſion, They have no 
Part in that Kingdom which 1s only taken by Violence; 
and, very far from being crowned with thoſe Crowns of 
that glorious Immortality which Gop gives to none but 
thoſe who have fought the gorcd Fight of Faith, they have 
no Reaſon to expect any Thing but hat eternal Death 
and Infamy which they deſerve. Gow is merciful, ſay 
they; but does this infinite Mercifulneſs abſolve us from 
the Duty we owe him, in confeſſing him continuvally be- 


fore Men ? and does it not engage us, on the contrary, 
* 10 


2 Cor. v. 21. He made him to be Sin for us, who knew ze Sin, 
that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of Gop in bim. Ii. lili. 3. 
A Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Gri-f, Ver, 10. It pleaſed the 
Lon to bruiſe him; he hath put him to Grief. 
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ſo much the more, to deny ourſelves, that we may love 
bin, with the whole Heart, for his Mercy and Goodneſs, 
and thus to anſwer that Love for the which we are in- 
debted ? Shall Gop be good for no other Purpoſe but 
to furniſh us Pretences for our Ingratitude ? and has he 
ſhewn us / much Love, only to treat him with the more 
Indifference * Surely we muſt have entirely loſt all the 
Light of Reaſon and Faith, to entertain ſuch horrible 
Sentiments ; and thoſe who reaſon in this Manner evi- 
dently ſhew, that they are unworthy of the Name of Be- 
lievers, and of being placed among the Number of the 
Diſciples of Cx Is r. | ſay the ſame Thing of thoſe who 
imagine that it is not a very great Crime to di//emble their 
Sentiments, to avoid Perſecution ; whereby they make it 
appear, that they have no Love but only for themſelves, 
and that, inſtead of ſacrificing themſelves, as they ought 
to do, for the Glory of Gop, they ſacrifice, by an abo- 
minable Sacrilege, — they ſacrifice, I ſay, the Glory of 
God to their Idol, to their S2/f love, This appears evi- 
dently in the Conduct of Ap:fates ; who, at the Foot of 
the Altars of the Romi/þ Church, pretend to worſhip, in 
the Hands of a Prief, an abominable Idol, which the 
Devil hath ſet up, io deſtroy, as much as lies in his 
Power, the Glory of Gop among Men: For, is it not 
true, that, if they had the ſame Love for Gop, and his 
Glory, which they have for themſelves, they would ra- 
ther loſe a thouſand Lives, and be even annihilated, than 
to proſtrate themſelves before a Baal, much more exe- 
crable than that of Fez:be/? Is it not true that they 
would rather, a thouland Times, loſe all their Goods, all 
their Revenues, and all their awr/dly Honours, give their 
Bodies to be burnt and to the moſt cruel Torments, and 
lubmit to every Thing which Cruelty and Fury com- 
monly inſpire our Enemies to perpetrate, than to pre- 
tend to approve the great Number of damnable Errors, 
or to paitake, in any Manner, of the Abominations 
whereby the Followers and Slaves of Antichriſt debaſe 
the ſovereign MajzsTY of God, and whereby they tram- 
ple under Foot the Honour due unto i/finice WIs pon? 
Oh! without Doubt, if they had the Love and Grati- 
tude to Gop which they owe unto him, they would — 
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ſily know how horrible the Crimes are which they com- 
mit, in following the Maxims of their damnable Hypo. 
cis: We muſt, therefore, of Neceſſity, renounce the 
Sentiments which Self love inipires ; we muſt, of Ne. 
celſiiy, take up our Croſs ; and we mult, of Nece/7y, fol. 
low the Track which our Loxp jesus CHRIST hath 
marked out for us, and walk in that Way which he hin. 
ſelf hath pointed out to us, before we can poſſibly ob. 
tain the Reſt and Felicity which will be the Recompence 
ot all our Labours. 

It is the Conſideration of theſe important Truths, 
which, in the Times of our Forefathers, ſupported the 
Conſtancy of that great Number of Martyrs, of which our 
Hiſtories are full. It is this which encouraged them in 
all their Conflicts; and it is this which hath borne away 
ſo many glorious Victories; For whercfore, think you, 
did theſe illuſtrious Servants of Jesus CaR15T deſpiſe ſo 


much their own Lives? Wherefore, think you, in the 
Midſt of all their fe was, and in their moſt cruel 8% 


ferings, have we heard them ie the Name of Goo, 
and praiſing him tor the T7 orments which he had called them 
to endure? It was becaule they had entirely denied hems 
ſelves, It was becauſe they had made an indiſpenſable 
Law to themſelves, to lie only for Gop, It was becauſe 
they made no Account, neither of their Goods, nor of 
their Lives, when His Gery was concerned in it; and it 
was becauſe this G.ory of God was the End of. ALL their 
Actions. They glo:i1ftied him by their Sufferings; their 
utmoſt Deſires were therein accompliſhed; and thus they 
enjoyed a perie& Happineis in all their Torments, 
Wherefore have theſe valiant Soldiers regarded, with fo 
much #irmne/5, the molt terrifying Puniſhments? Where» 
fore have we ſeen them defy their Tyrants wien fo much 
Courage? And wberefore have not the Horror of the 
Torture of their Butchers, and the moſt cruel and the mot 
affrighting Torments, ever had the Power, in any Man- 
ner, to ſtagger them? It was becauſe they had taken up 
their Cres. It wes becaule they were prepared, and, as 
it were, exerciſed, long before, for li theſe zufferings ; 
and it was becauſe they had always theie Things before 
their Eyes, to familiazize themiclves to them, that Bo 
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zent not be ſurpriſed when they fell upon them, And 
ar e Jaftly, wherefore did theſe valiant Cham- 
ions go to the Combat in ſo intrepid a Manner ? Why 
9:5 we ſeen them mount their Scaffold, as if they had 
been ThRoOnNEs? And why have they embraced all the 
Horrors of Death with ſo much Reſolution ? It was be- 
cauſe they were entered into the Covenant of Grace, as 
into the Field of Battle, It was becauſe they ſaw them- 
ſolves there encompaſſed about with ſuch a Cloud of Mit- 
nec. It was becaule they looked unto Jesus CHRIST, 
the Finiſher of their Faith, It was becauſe they ſaw that, 
having deſpiſed the Shame of the Croſs, uE had, by this 
Way, aſcended up into Heaven, and was fat down at 
the Right-Hand of the Throne of Gop. And it was be- 
cauſe that, having ſet before them this pivine Re- 
DEEMER, as their CAPTAIN, they had taken an im- 
moveable Reſolution 7o fell, nim in all his Combats, 
and to aſcend, by the ſame Way, to the /ame Glry. 
Behold, Believers, behold the Example you ought to 
follow: Behold the true Courſe you ought to keep, if 
you would have Part in the Kiagdom of Gop. Do not 
think, then, to excuſe yourſelves on Account of the Dif- 
fhculties which we meet with in the Way. There are no 
Difficulties but to them only who are loaded with the 
Burden of their Sf ve: Thoſe who are entirely ſtrip- 
ped of it find Nothing which ſtops them in the Way of 
their Salvation. David refuſed Saul's Armour, and with 
his Sling alone he went to fight with Go/ath, and over. 
came him without any Difficulty : So the Beliewer, when 
he hath denied himſelf, when he is diſembarraſſed from 
all theſe Fetters wheiein his S-/f-/zve kept him en- 
Chained, and when he hath Nothing but his Fazth to re. 
gulate his Conduct, then is able to g with all the 
Peers of the World, and to triumph over all the Hor. 
rors of Death. Let us, then, get into this State, » 
dear Brethren. Let us confine our Se/f-love within the 
juit Bounds which Gop hath preſcribed to it. Let us, 
in all our Actions, aim at his Glory. Let us give him, 
inceſſantly, ſuch Marks as will teſtify that we love kim 
with all our Heart, and with all our Might. Let us, for 
this End, take up our Croſs with 7, and let us bear 
our 
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our Afflictions with Patience. It is thus that we ſhall 
walk in the Footſteps of our pivinz CAT TAIA. It i 
thus that we ſhall return viForiaus fiom every Conflia 
wherein we ſhall be engaged. It is thus that we ſhall 
be able to defy our Enemies; and it is thus that we ſhall 
render inęffecual all the Fury with which they ſhall per. 
ſecute us. It is thus that, by an unſhaken Conſtan 
we ſhall cover them with Shame and Confuſion, And it 
is thus that there will never be any Oppreſſion, nor 4s. 
guiſh, nor Perſecution, nor Famine, nor Nakedneſ5, nor Pe. 
ril, nor Sword, which can ſeparate us from this great Low 
aobich GoD hath manifeſted to us in JesUs CHRIST our 
Lorp. Let thoſe who now ſuffer Perſecution learn to 
bleſs Gop for the Evils which they endure, and to praiſe 
him for that he eſteems them. worthy to ſuffer for nis 
Glory. Let thoſe who are now in Proſperity, and pol. 
ſeſſed of the Riches of this Life, no longer retain any 
criminal Attachment to the Things of this World. Let 
them learn to make a good Uſe of thoſe which God has 
given them. Let them regard them only as the Means 
to advance His Glory, in praiſing im, and in difiri- 
buting them liberally to thoſe who are in Want ; and, 
very far from believing themſelves diſpenſed with from 
bearing THEIR Cro/s, let them have always before their 
Eyes the Image of all the Suff-rings by which Gop may 
| ſoon perhaps put THEIR Faith to the Trial, to the End 
they may be always ready to ſuffer every Kind of Torture 
for bis GLoRy, Gop calls us to it, this Day, in a very 
awful Manner. His Hand is ſtretched out to ſtrike thoſe 
Blows which will diſcover the true Children of God, and 
which will diſtinguiſh them from thoſe who belong not 
to his Election. They are already laid very heavy upon 
our Brethren in many Parts of the Land; and we mult be 
very. blind indeed not to know that theſe are ſo many 
Warnings, which ought to teach us to be read) againſt 
the Day of Viſitation. Let us aich, then, my dear 
Brethren ; let us watch; for now we know not neither 
the Day nor the Hour at the which our pivixe MASTER 
ſhall come; whether it be to prove us in this Lite, or 
whether it be to call us to a better Life, O how happy 


will thole be whom he ſhall find diipoled to follow by” 
1 0 
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O how happy ſhall thoſe be, who ſhall be before-hand 
made ready for the Combat! O how happy ſhall thoſe 
be, who, armed with Patience and Faith, ſhall find them- 
ſelves able to reſiſt all the Fury of their Enemies! Yea, 
certainly; for, after their Warfare and their ViRory, 
they ſhall triumph EvERLASTINGLY in Heaven. There 
they ſhall be crowned with Crowns of a cLORIOUS In- 
mortality ; and, being inſeparably united to their piving 
Heap, they will partake, avith him, in the Glory which 
ſurrounds him, after having alſo partaken of his Suffer. 
ings. To this GoD, who hath loved us, and who gave 
himſelf for us, as to his FATHER, and the HoLy SpikiT, 
be Honour and Glory, Might, Majelty, and Dominion, for 
ever and euer. Amen, 
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A Lock ſmith burnt at Agen =» — 


Martial Alba = = — = 
William d'Alenſon — — — 
ohn Almaric — — — 
ohn I Anglois — — — 

Frederick d' Anville — — 
Antony Armandes — — — 
Peter Arondeau — — 
Anne Audebert — — - 
Francis d' Augy — — — 
A Bookſeller burnt at Avignon - 
Honorat Auldol = — — 
Two burnt at Autun - — — 
B. 
Jane Bailli = — — 
— Badouin — — — 
icolzs Ballon — — — 
Bertrand Bataille — — — 
Joa Barbeville — — - 
John du Bec = — 1 
Mary Becaudelle — 3 
John Beffroy 2 — — 
Gabriel B-raudin © — — =_ 
Peter Bergier = - = — 
Imbert Bernard — — — 
Andrew Berthelin — = = 
Jobn Bertrand — _ — 
— 2 Blanchier — - * 
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OQovian Blondell — — 


William Bois-tane — Fn 1 


Peter Bonpain — 15 55 


A Bookſeller burnt at Avignon — 
A Bookſeller burnt at Beurges — 


ohn du Bordell — — 
lias Boſquet — 
ames Boucheber 
eter Bourdon — 
Anne du Bourg — 
John du Bourg = — 
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A Scholar burnt at Bourges — 
Jane Boutlereau — — 


ames Bretanai — 
rancis Bri bard — 
Dennis Brion — 
oh Briſbarre — 
Jobn Brugiere — 
tephen Brun — 
Two burnt at Autun — 
A Country Tailor burnt at Paris 
A Lockſmith burnt at Agen — 
Fourteen burnt at Meaax — 
One burnt at Lions, Name unknown 
Seven burnt at Toulouſe — 


ohn Buron ww * * 


| bert Burg = = 


Joon Caillon = — — 
ichael Caillon — _ — 
Claudius de la Caneziere — 

Alexander Canus 


A young Carpenter — — 


— 1 Catelle — - 
ohn du Caturee - — 
erome Cazabone — — 

= de Cazes — — 
icolas le Cene — — 

Philip Cene — — 

— Chambon - 
eter Chapot — — 

Nicolas du Cheſne - - 

Peter Chevet — — 

Francis le Clerc — — 
— le Clere — — _ 


eter le Clerc — — — 


Nicolas Clinet — - 
Andrew Coiffier - - 
—— Conſtantine - — 


John Cornon — — 
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28 Tailor hen at Paris — — = - _ 52 
Giles le Court 1 „ 8 * ** 
Nicolas Croquet 1 _ 82 8 - © 271 
D, 
William D' Alenſon - — = — — Jr 99 
Frederick D' Anville — — — — 2 2770 
Francis D' Augy * 7 "Y 11 * 8 e.+ 0 
Adrian Dauſſi — 2 — — — - 234 
peter Denocheau — = — = FE - 35 
Matthew Dimonet — — — = — — 84 
William de Dognon — ond a — — — — 113 
Stephen Dolet - nm . wy = 7 273 
Claudius Donas „„ — — — ä 308 
E. 
Peter Eſcrivain - - * as — — * 77 
Julian I'Eveille - - — — — — 111 
F. 
Francis Fardeau - — - _ ow — 57 
Charles Faure — N — — — — — 77 
Peter Feugere - o — = = — — 260 
Richard le Fevre — — — - — - 105 
ohn Filleul = — - - — — — ITT 
Jobn Fleſche -_ = - w,,; wh — — 43 
ootboy of John Joẽri— = = — — - 73 
Stephen de la Force = = = - _ = — 21 
Fourteen burnt at Meaux — — = — 42 
G. 
ö Peter Gabart — — — — — _ — 
Leonard Galimar — — — - — _ 
| P hilip de Gaſtines = — — — — Ja 
Richard de Gaſtines = — — - 1 
Peter Gaudet — = = = - — 
John, Godeau — _ Py _ 2 * = 
Martin Gonin — = = — — — 4 
Taurin Gravelle — — _ — p<. - atk * 
Hugh Gravier . — — — -. — pay 
Stephen Gravot _ — - - — — 
Nicolas Guenon — _ — — on mY 
Jeffery Guerin — — — — — — 
Nicolas Guyolet — — - — 2 as 


H. 7 
P hilibert Hamelin — — — — * a — — 1 
Peter Hamon — — — = — — — =- 
Bartholomew Hector — — — — = — 140 
The Hermit de Livgh = — — — = — 0 
Thomas Hongote , = - o - - 18 
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William Huſſon 8 — 
Henry Hutinot = — — 
J. 
— — james — — — 
Nicolas de Jenville — 
ohn ſoëri — — — 
Jeb Joo =_— = = 
ohn izabeau - — 5 5 
bs L, 
Antony Laborie — — 
Simon Laloe — — — 
ohn L' Anglois — — 
he Hermit de Livri = 
A Lockſmith burnt at Agen — 
The Lord of the Manor of _ 
Philippa de Lung = 
One burat at Lyons, Name caknoga 


ohn Matiflon — * 
urteen burnt at Meaux — 
William Michaut — — 
3 Michel — — 
eter Milet — _ 
15 Bartholomew Milon — _ 
Andoche Minard — 5 
Two Minifters of Valence = 
' Lewis le Moine - — 
Renẽ de Mongers — —— 
Arnold Monier — ZE" 
Claudius Monier 9 = = 
Mace Moreau _ ow | 
— Morell — — - 
aul Muſnier OR BD + 
” 3 Mutonis — — 


Mets Nail — 
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John 2 Madoc — — — 
Antony Magne — — — 
Stephen Mangin 


The Lord of the Manor of Soyon 

— Marci — — 

Simon Mareſchal = = 
Marin Marie — — 

— de Marne — — — 


—— Marquet 


Lewis de Marſac and bis Couſin 


24,0 
One 7 at Lyons, Name nen 
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Peter Naviheres aw 
Wil iam Neel + — - 
Sai nctin Nivet <_ = — 
l | 8 
One burnt at Lyon*, Name unknown 
i i . 
James Pavanes = . — 
A Country Tailor burnt at Paris - 
Philip Parmentier — Py as 
Thomas de St, Paul — - to 
Claudius le Peintre — — 
Dennis Peloquin — — 
Stephen Peloqumn = = 
— Pequeri = 2 — 
eter Pequetri — 6 
Philip Petit = — — as 
Rene Preudhomme 2 an,” . 
John Picaut — 2 — as 
enry Poille — — - _ 
Jaun Poi niet — * 
tephen Poulliot = — 
Renẽ Poyet — — _ — 


John Rabec — 
Francis Rebezies — 
Matthew Rebours — — 
Stephen Renier — — — 
William de Reu 1 wn 
Thomas Rhedon — — * 
Margaret le Riche — - 

Antony de Richiend, Lord of as 


Dennis de Rieux — _ 4 
— Robert = — — — 
Stephen le Roi — — — 
Bennet Rmy en _ 
Marin Rouſſeau _ — — 
Nicolas de Rouſſeau — ms 
Peter de Rouſſeau = — — 


Simon le Roy er — - — 


8. 
Catharine Saube — — — 
nnis Saure au — — 
Thomas de St. paul — — 
A Scholar burnt at Bour = 
Rene du Seau — = — 
Mau ice Secenat — — — 
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| Bernard Segvin — 


Jane Sejournam 
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— Seraphin and four others 


Archambaud —— 
Peter Serre : 

Se ven burnt at Toulouſe 
A Shearman 


'The Lord of the . of 69 


Martin Tachard 
John Taffignon 
George Tardiff 
Guyrand Tauran 


A Country Tailor burnt at Paris 


Claudias Thierri 
Seven burnt at Toulouſe 
=_m Trigalet 

wo burnt at Autun 


Two Miniſters at Valence 


One burnt at Lyons, Name unknown 


Dennis le Vair 


as 


Two Minifters at 1 


Nicolas Varleton 
Peter de la Vau 
Florence Venot 
Matthew Vermeil 


Jobn Vernou | — 


ohn de la Vignote 
e rome Vindocin 
Aimond de la Voye 


Richard Fette = 


A Young * 
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FRENCH MARTYRS, 


* 


— 


To our dear Brethren, the faithful of the reformed 

Churches of France, who ſuffer Perſecution for the 
Cauſe of the Goſpel of CHRIS, and for the Profeſ- 
fon of the Truth, 


My dear Brethren, 


S they have already begun, in the King- 
dom, to exerciſe the Executioner upon 
the Confeſſors of the Truth, by compel- 
ling them to make a Confeſſion of the 

Crimes charged upon _ * to which they have 


condemned 


* Par les Amendes honorables. This is a moſt ignomi. 
nious Puniſhment, inflited upon a great Offender, or 
one who is thought to be ſuch ; who mult go through 
the Streets bare-footed and bare-headed, often with a 
Rope about his Neck, with a lighted Torch in his Hand, 
unto the Seat of Juſtice, or other d Place, where he 
is to make a public Confeſſion of the Crime where with he 
is charged, and to aſk Pardon of Gov, the Xing, and the 


Magiſtrates. Laval's Hift. of the Reformation in France, 


Vel. 1. Fo. 23. 


— . m 
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condemned ſome of our Paſtors, I doubt not but we 
ought to prepare for greater Puniſhments. The 
Power of our Enemies is continually increaſing, and 
they are conſtantly animated with the ſame Spirit 
of Fury which made them commit ſo many Cruel- 
ties upon our Fathers: And, therefore, it is moſt 
certain, that as ſoon as they have, by little and lit- 
tle, obtained the Liberty to erect Scaffolds and fune- 
ral Piles for us, they will not fail to fill the whole 
Kingdom with cur Blood and with our Aſhes : For, 
if we may judge of what is to come to paſs by the 
Examples we have had in Times paſt, it is evident 
we are at the Eve of the moſt cruel Perſecutions. 
We deceive ourſelves when we flatter ourſelves it will 
be otherwiſe, Every Thing which they tell us, and 
every Thing which we ourſelves ſay, to perſuade 
one another. to the-contrary, is founded. upon very 
weak Reaſons ; whereby we endeavour to deceive our- 
ſelves, and whereby it is alſo manifeſt we are deceived 
every. Day. 

They are determined to deſtroy us at any Rate, and 
this is a Deſign which they no longer make a Secret. 
Our moſt cruel Enemies ſeek to render us odious. 
They move Heaven and Earth to excite the Fury of 
the People againſt us, and even the Hatred of thoſe 
whoſe Authority we revere; and their malicious En- 
deavours are accompanied with ſuch woful Succeſs, 
that we are viſibly within a Hair's Breadth of our 
Ruin. They deſpiſe the moſt holy and ſacred Laws 
when they favour us; and- they liſten not even to 
thoſe of Nature when they determine againſt us. 
Thus we ſee, every Day, that, amongſt us, Fathers 
are become Slaves to their Children, becauſe our Ene- 
mies are pleaſed to become Protectors of our rebel- 
lious Offspring. There is already an infinite Num- 
ber of Edicts, and we are ſurpriſed daily with them, 
to which our Conſciences cannot ſubmit, and which 
entirely deprive us of our Chri/tian Liberty, There 


is no Doubt but their Intent is to make us paſs for 
rebellious 
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rebellious Subjects, ſince we refuſe to obey theſe Laws, 
which we are obliged to refuſe to obey, if we would 
be found in our Duty, and obey Gop rather than 
Man; and all the Steps which our Enemies have ta- 
ken ſhew evidently, that they watch for an Occa- 
ſion to give Weight to this pretended Rebellion, in 
order to find an Excuſe to make us ſuffer the ſame 
Puniſhments, to which they have formerly con- 
demned ouR Fathers, upon the ſame Pretence. 

It is Time, then, we ſhould be prepared for all 
the Trials which Gop is pleaſed to ſend us; and, 
without flattering ourſelves with vain Hopes, we 
ſhould endeavour to accuſtom ourſelyes betimes to the 
Proſpe& of Puniſhments and Tortures, to render the 
Idea of them familiar to us, that we may be better 
able to ſuffer all the Rigour and Pain of them, if it 
ſhould pleaſe Gop to call us thereto, and to ſuffer us 
to fall into our Enemies Hands, to puniſh us for our 
Sins, whereby we have undoubtedly deſeryed his 
Wrath. It is for this Reaſon that I preſent you with 
this abridged H/tory of the Sufferings which our Fa- 
thers have endured, for the ſame Cauſe, and for the 
ſame Truths, which we maintain at this Day. As 
we are fully perſuaded of the Truth of the Facts 
which are related in the Hiſtory of the Martyrs ; and 
as every one knows they are founded upon thoſe au- 
thentic Acts, extracted from the Records of the Courts 
of Juſtice, where the Sentences of Condemnation 
were given, and from other Papers and Authorities 
which are not leſs authentic; it is unneceſſary for 
me to prove what I have related; becauſe the Bre- 
vity, to which I have bound myſelf, renders ſuch 
Sort of Proofs impoſſible ; and becauſe thoſe who are 
deſirous to ſearch into them may readily find them in 
the General Hiſtory of the Martyrs of our Reformation, 
from whence this Abridgement is drawn, 

I ſhall not ſpeak, at this Time, of any other Mar- 
tyrs than thoſe of our own Nation; becauſe, al- 
though others haye ſuffered in the ſame Cauſe, it 
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ſhould ſeem that the Examples of theſe regard us 
more nearly : And their Examples ought to be more 
intereſting and more powerful with us, and we 
ſhould eſteem their Blood in a more particular Man- 
ner, as the Seed from whence we have ſprung ; and 
we ſhould regard them as Perſons born and brought 
up in the ſame Land, breathing the ſame Air as we 
do; who had the ſame Paſſions, and the ſame Weak- 
neſs, by Nature; as we have the fame Supports from 
Grace as they had. There is ſcarce any Believer, in 
any Age, of what Sex or Condition ſoever, but may 
here find Examples to ſuit his particular Caſe; and 
thus every one may apply thole Things to himſelf 
which he thinks come neareſt the State he is in, to 
form or to confirm in him a good and perſevering 
Reſolution to imitate thoſe who have had neither leſs 
Weakneſs than they, nor more Support than they 
may obtain, in aſking it of H1M who never forſakes 
his Children, and who always makes perfect nis 
Strength in their [/eakneſs. I ſhall follow, in this 
Abridgement, the Order of Time, as we meet with 
it in the Hi/ftory of the Martyrs, becauſe it is the 
moſt convenient and ready to follow ; and therefore 
I ſhall begin with Catharine Saube, who was burnt at 


Montpellier, in the Year 1417. 


CATHARINE SAUBE. 


' 1417. ChA. VI. — This young Woman was a 
Native of Thou, in Lorraine; and the Hiftory, 
from whence this Account is taken, being No- 
thing more than a Kind of a ſhort Journal of the 
moſt remarkable Things which paſled at Montpel- 
lier, it neither ſpeaks of her Age, nor of the Qua- 
lity of her Parents, nor of the Occaſion of her 
going from Thou to Montpellier : It ſays only, 
that, being defirous to enter into the Convent of 


the Nuns of Lates, and having petitioned the con- 
ſular 
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fular Judges, „ who were the Patrons of the Convent, 
ſhe was duly admitted, the fifteenth of November, 
1416; and that, on the ſecond of October, in the 
Year following, ſhe was condemned, for a Heretic, 
by a Dominican Frier, named Raymond Cabaffo, Vicar _ 
of the Inguiſitor, becauſe ſhe had confeſſed thoſe 
Truths, which we maintain at this Day, concern- 
ing the Nature of a Church, the Adoration of the 
Maſs, auricular Confeſſion, and Purgatory. 

After this Sentence ſhe was committed to the Cuſ- 
tody of the Provaſt of the City, who carried her to 
the Place of Execution, where ſhe was burnt, al- 
though the People, apparently touched with the 
Weakneſs of her Sex, wiſhed they had treated her 
with more Lenity. The Biſhop of Maguelonne, ha- 
ving celebrated a ſolemn Maſi, preached a Sermon, 
wherein he endeavoured to ſhew, that this Maiden 
had been juſtly condemned, becauſe he ſaw many 
there who appeared to be convinced of the contrary. 

This is what we learn from the Journal, which I 
mentioned before, which adds, that the Convent, 
where this Catharine Saube had lived almoſt a Year, 
was burnt a little Time after, and ALL the Nuns in 
it; wherefore there is Reaſon to believe, that this 
pious Maiden, having powerfully felt the Force of 
the Truths which ſhe maintained, even to her Death, 
and having been convinced of the Importance of 
them for the Salvation of Souls, refolved to enter 
into this Convent, to teach theſe Truths to the Nuns 
who were there, as ſhe did moſt certainly with Suc- 
ceſs, ſince they were all burnt in the Eni. She re- 
ſolved to inſtru theſe young Women, becauſe her 
Sex prevented her from joining Company with Men, 
and to reſcue them from their Errors. 8 ha- 
ving reſolved, in the Parlour Converſations, to com- 
municate her Sentiments to the Monks, or Eccleſiaflics, 
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who had the Direction of the Convent wherein ſhe 
dwelt, in order to lead them to give Glory to Gop, 
and to teach them the Truths which Gop had made 
known to her, ſhe was betrayed by theſe Men, whom 
this Kind of Knowledge does never pleaſe very much, 
and who would rather live in Idleneſs and Voluptu- 
ouineſs than take the Pains to ſearch out the Truth, 
and inſtruct themſelves in thoſe Things which con- 
cern their everlaſting Salvation. However it was, it 
is a glorious Example; and I am perſuaded, that, if 
we could know the Circumſtances of her Death, we 
ſhould have great Reaſon to admire her Conſtancy, 
as we may juſtly wonder at this generous Reſolu- 
tion, which animated her to ſet her Hand to ſo great 
a Work, notwithſtanding the Weakneſs of her Sex, 
the unhappy Blindneſs of the Age, and the little 
Aſſiſtance ſhe could expect to receive from Men. 
What ought we not to do at this Day? We have a 
greater Knowledge of the Truth, more Examples, 
and many more Advantages, than Believers could 
have in that unhappy Age, which was ſo full of 
Darkneſs. 


THOMAS RHEDON. 
1436. — In the ſame Century, in the Year 1436, 


Thomas Rhedon was burnt at Rome. He was a Carmelite, 
a Native of Brittany, a Vian of Probity, and a famous 
Preacher. The Diſorders he had ſeen in France, in 
the Church, and particularly amongſt thoſe of his 
own Order, gave him a Deſire to take a Journey to 
Rome, believing that the Place which was called 
Rome the holy* muſt have Inhabitants and People 
more holy than thoſe which he left for their Cor- 
ruption : But, having met with the contrary, he had 


ſo much Courage as to preach both againſt the Man- 
ners of the Times, and the Abuſes which were com- 


mitted in the Church of Rome; whoſe ä 
| 2 
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he having thus ſought, Nothing more was neceſſary 
to condemn him for a Heretic, and to draw upon 
himſelf the Hatred and all the Fury of thoſe who 


could not bear honeſt Men. 


JOHN LE CLERC. 


1523. FRAncis I. — Theſe were only the Firſt- 
Fruits; the great Harveſt of Martyrs was reſer- 
ved for the following Age. Tobn Le Clerc was one 
of the firſt who in this Century obtained the Crown 
ef Martyrdom. Doubtleſs he longed for it; ſince, 
not being able to procure it fully at Meaux, where 
he was born, he went to ſeek it at Mets, in Lor- 
rain. 

He was a J/oolcomber by Trade, and had been in- 
ſtructed in Religion by thoſe firſt Reformers, who at 
once made ſo rapid a Progreſs in the City of Meaux. 
I confeſs, the extraordinary Zeal, which he ſhewed 
againſt the Pope and againſt Images, would at this 
Day be eſteemed indiſcreet ; but, at that Time, 
when every Thing was corrupted, violent Remedies 
were neceſſary, to reſcue Men from Error, and to 
complete the marvellous Work of the Reformation, 
which was then bur juſt begun. Let us ſee, then, 
how great this Zeal was, which made him wiſh for, 
and ſeek after, Martyrdom, 

Every one knows what a great Trade was then 
carried on for Indvu/gences.* One Day, when they 
ſold, with great Solemnity, theſe Merchandiſes, ar 
the great Church, according to their uſual Cuſtom, 
* Le Clerc wrote againſt this Abuſe, and fixed the 

riting againſt the Church-Door; wherein he 
ſhewed, amongſt other Things, that the Pope was 
Antichriſt, For this he was condemned to be whipt, 
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three different Times, on three ſucceeding Days; at 
the End whereof he was branded in the Forehead. 
This Sentence was executed ; and Hiſtory informs 
us, that his Mother encouraged him all the Time he 
was whipt ; and, when ſhe ſaw they marked him in 
the Forehead with a Flower de Luce, ſhe cried aloud, 
Bleſſed be IEsus CHRIST and His BANNERS. * 

But this was not enough for this courageous Mar- 
tyr ; he had Strength ſufficient to undergo greater 
Sufferings: He went, ſome Time after, to Mets; 
and, when he had been there ſome little Time, ha- 
ving learnt that there was to be a ſolemn Proceſſion, 
and a Kind of Pilgrimage, in a Place where there 
were ſome famous Images, at a League Diſtance from 
the City; he went to this Place the Day before the 
Feaſt; and, having ſtaid there the Night, took his 
Opportunity to break all the Images to Pieces; ho- 
ping, undoubtedly, to convince the People, thereby, 
that theſe Idols did not deſerve to be worſhipped or 
adored by Men, fince they had no Power to defend 
themſelves againſt a ſingle Perſon, 

If Men were governed by Reaſon, we ſhould need 
no other Proofs, than thoſe of this Nature, to deſtroy 
all thoſe falſe Miracles which ig. attribute to their 
Images: But Superſtition is an Enemy to Reaſon. 
When the Clergy and the People found the Objects 
of their blind Devotion broken and defaced, they 
ſought to puniſh the Author of what they looked 


upon to be a Sacrilege. He was taken, He con- 
| feſſed 


2 In this Year, viz. 1523, began the Executions of 
thoſe who profeſſed the new Reformation, preached by 
Luther. The Prote/tants reckoned for their firſt Martyrs 
(for they called them ſo) one Jobn Le Clerc, a Native of 
Meaux, a Wool-comber, and two Auguſtine Friers, of the 
Country of Brabant. Le Clerc was whipt, and branded 
with a Flower de Luce, at Meaux, for having affirmed the 
Pope to be Antichriſt ; afterwards he was burnt at Mets, 
for breaking down the Images. Mezeray, Hiſt. abrege de 
France, Tom. v. Fo. 25 3, ſur le Regne Fran. I. 
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feſſed the Fact, and gave his Reaſon for ſo doing, 
before the People. They cried out, Away with bim; 
as if he had been the wickedeſt of Men. They pre- 
pared his Trial. He gave Teſtimony to the Truth 
of the Goſpel. He was dragged to the Place of his 
laſt Sufferings; where they 2 chopped off his Right- 
Hand; then they tore off his Noſe with Pincers ; the 
Fleſh of both his Arms was alſo torn off with red-hot 
Pincers ; and both his Breaſis were plucked off from his 
Body. He endured all theſe Torments with an ad- 
mirable Conſtancy, praiſing Gop, and ſinging thoſe 
Verſes of the cxv. Pſalm, where the Idols are ſpoken 
of, which are but Gold and Silver, the Wark of Men's 
Hands, &c. that he might thereby confound thoſe, 
who, for [mages of this Kind, had deſtroyed, in him, 
the Image of the living Gon. After theſe Tortures 
he was burnt, as a Heretic, and finiſhed his Life with 
the ſame Conſtancy, and with the fame Fortitude, 
which he had ſhewn in ſuffering all the other Tor- 
ments, * 

Although this Example ought not to be followed 
as a Precedent, it is not the leſs admirable ; and 
proves moſt manifeſtly, that, when Gop calls us to 
glorify him before Men, and enflames us in an ex- 
traordinary Manner with a Zeal for his Houle, he- 
never fails to give us Strength proportionable to -the 
—_— of thoſe Things which he cauſes us to un- 

rtake. : | 


JAMES PAVANES. 


1524. — The Year following, x524, James Pavaner 
was taken up at Paris, and made a Priſoner, He was 
B 5 one 


From Meaux Le Clerc went to Rozay in Brie, and 
from thence to Mets in Lorraine; where he was the firſt 
Funder of the reformed Church in that Place, and ſealed 
the Truth with his Blood, being burnt alive the next 
your Lawal's Hiſt, of the Reformation in France, Vol. If., 
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one of thoſe whom William Brifonnet, Biſhop of Meaux, 
had invited to reform his Dioceſe. During his Im- 
priſonment he was ſolicited to recant, + and to make 
@ public Confeſſion ᷑ of his Crime, to ſave his Life, af- 
ter the Example of ſome others, who had done the 
ſame Thing. He complied z and this Weakneſs was 
followed, very ſoon, with a Remorſe which always 
accompanies thoſe who betray their Conſciences. 
He teſtified it, by his Sorrows and by his Sighs, to 
thoſe who viſited him; and, at length, not being 
able to live without making ſome Reparation for the 
Fault which he had committed, he reſolved to main- 
tain publicly his former Sentiments, both by Wri- 
ting and before his Judges, chiefly upon the Nature 
of the Sacrament of the LorD's Supper. He did fo, 
He was taken the ſecond Time; and, having then as 
much Conſtancy and Firmneſs as he had before of 
Weakneſs, he was burnt alive, in the Midſt of the 
Place, or Square, called the Greve, at Paris; giving 
more Edification to his Brethren, by his Death, 

than he had before given Scandal.“ 


THE HERMIT DE LIVXI. 


152 5.— Te Hermit de Livri followed him very ſoon, 
and was burnt before the Church of Notre-Dame, at the 
| | Tolling. 


+ James Pawanes, of the Country of Bologa, a learned, 
though a young, Man, who had been enticed into Meaux 
by the Bilnop Briſonnet, being arreſted, was ſo much ter- 
zified by Martial, (who, through Fear, renounced the Re- 
formation, and was made a Canon and a Penitentiary at Pa- 
ris, ) that he recanted and made Amende honorable, Lawal's 
Hiſt. Reform. Franc. Vol. I. Fo. 23. 

t Amende honorable, See it explained in a Note before. 

But he {Pawanes) being not able to abide the Re- 
morſe of his Conſcience, he abjured a-new the Zrrors of 
the Church of Rome, for which he was condemned and 
burnt at Paris, in the Year 1525. Layal's Hit. Reform. 
Frax. Vol. I. Fo. 23. 
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Tolling of the great Bell, to ſtir up the People of 
Paris, and to draw together the greater Numbers to 
this ſorrowful Spectacle, which was then become the 
Diverſion of the Enemies of the Goſpel. 


DENNIS DE RIE UX. 


1528, — Three or four Years after, in the City of 
Meaux, of which we have juſt before ſpoken, Dennis 
de Ritux was alſo condemned to be burnt alive, for the 
Doctrines of the Goſpe) ; and chiefly for having 
maintained, that the pretended Sacrifice of the Maſs 
led Men away from the Faith which they ought to 
have in the Merit of the Death and Paſſion of our 
Lorp JESUVs CHRIST. The Biſhop of Meaux, the 
celebrated Briſonnet, although he had been one of the 
firſt who had reſolved to introduce the Reformation 
into his City and Dioceſe, yet he endeavoured to ſhake 
his Conſtancy, both by his Example and his Pro- 
miſes; for he had not Reſolution ſufficient to purſue 
his Intentions of reforming his Church : But this 
valiant Martyr was Proof againſt both. He refuſed 
his Liberty, and the Penſion which he offered him 
if he would renounce the Truths of the Gofpel, 
which he maintained ; and he reproached the Biſhop 
for the Cowardice which he diſcovered in making this 
Offer. He fortified himſelf in his Refolution, by 
ſetting continually before his Eyes what our Loxp 
Jesus CHrisT ſays in the Goſpel, Matt. x. 33. 
Fhoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny 
before my FATHER which is in Heaven. And, in 

ruth, theſe Words are very proper to confirm the 
Faith of thoſe who are put to the Trial, and doubt- 
leſs ought to fill with Fear the Hearts of thoſe who 
are ſo cowardly as to renounce the Truths of the 
Goſpel, from whatſoever Motive it tnay be. 

Having perſevered conſtantly in the Faich, he was 
condemned to be burnt alive, and to be drawn upon a 
Sledge to the Place of 8 3 which did not hin- 
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der him from ſpeaking continually to the People, and 
exhorting them to turn from their ſuperſtitious Er- 
rors. hey had, by Force, faſtened to his Hands a 
wooden Croſs ; but he ſhook it in ſuch a Manner, 
that at length he caſt it quite from him upon the 
Ground; being convinced it was not by theſe Inſtru- 
ments of Superſtition that we are ſaved, but by Faith 
in the Merits of the Sufferings and Death which our 
Lord and Saviour, JESsus CHRIST, hath endured 
upon the _ This Contempt of the wooden Idol 
irritated the Superſtitious ſo much the more; who in- 
ſulted him whilft he lay extended upon the Hurdle ; 
and, to make him undergo the greater Torment, they 
drew him up three Times in the Air, over a ſlow Fire: 
But this only ſerved to render his Conſtancy the more 
admirable; ſince he continually prayed, and called 
upon the Name of the Lok, unto his laſt Breath, 


STEPHEN RENIEX. 


The ſame Year, Stephen Renter, who had been a 
Cordelier, was burnt alive at Vienne, in Dauphiny, and 
ſuffered Death with great Reſolution, for having 
taught the Truth of the Goſpel at Nonnay de Vivarets, 
and preached againſt the Superſtition which the Peo- 

ple of that Town had for a Shrine, which they called 
the ſacred Powers, which they believed was filled with 
Neligues; a grand Incentive to Superſtition, His 
Death did not prevent the Truth from being con- 
ſtantly taught there, to the great Grief of the A4rch- 
biſhop of Vienne, who exerted the utmoſt of his Power 
to hinder it, but without Effect. 


JOHN D CATUREE. 


1532. — All theſe Executions did not prevent the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel gathering every Day new 
Strength in many Parts of the Kingdom ; neither did 
it prevent very many Perſons from expoſing their 


Lives 
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Lives in the Defence of them. John de Caturie was 
one of thoſe, who, in the Year 1532, ſealed them 
with his Blood. He was born at Limoux, and had at- 
tained, by his great Learning, to the Office of Pro- 
fefſor of Law, in the Univerſity of Toulouſe. His 

nowledge was not confined to the Law ; but he 
had a thorough Acquaintance alſo with the holy 
Scriptures; and, being of a ready Wit, he was very 
able to defend the Truth; and cited, very properly, 
the Paſſages of Scripture upon which thoſe Truths 
are grounded. 

Whilſt he lived at Limoux, he had endeavoured to 
undeceive the People, in a Diſcourſe which he deli- 
vered upon All- Saints Day; but the principal Cauſe 
of his being accuſed of Hereſy was very remarkable, 
He went, on the Eve of Trelfth-Day, to ſup with 
ſome Friends; and, as he was convinced that the 
common Rejoicings on this Feſtival are always pro- 
fane and heatheniſh, he propoſed, to the Company, 
to change theſe Pagan Profanations into a truly Chriſ= 
tian Banquet ; and, inſtead of crying out,“ the King 
drinks, as was the uſual Cuſtom, they ſhould ſay, 
CHRIST reigns in our Hearts. He deſired alſo, that, 
after Supper, every one would propoſe, in their Turn, 
ſome Text of Scripture, which would furniſh him 
with an Occaſion of ſpeaking to them concerning the 
Truths of the Goſpel. 

At that Time very little was neceſſary to convict a 
Man of being a Heretic. To be an honeſt Man; to. 
hate the Lewdneſs and Profanations which the Ro- 
miſh Church authoriſed ; and to ſpeak of the holy 
Scriptures ; were manifeſt Tokens whereby they never 

| failed 


* Epiphany, or Twelfth day, is, by the French, called 
the Feaſt of the Kings; it being ſuppoſed that the wiſe 
Men, who came from the Eaft to offer Gifts to CyrrsT 
Its vs, were of that Dignity, Whence that ſuperſtitious 
Cuſtom aroſe amongſt them, to ſay, when any one drank, + 
the King drinks. 


14 The Hiftory of 
failed to diſcover thoſe whom they at that Time cal- 
led Lutherans. Caturte was thereupon taken up, upon 
theſe ſuſpicious Marks, in the Month of January, in 
the ſame Year, 1532. He gave an- Account of his 
Faith, He offered to his Judges to prove, by Scrip- 
ture, what he had advanced; and confounded thoſe 
Who undertook to diſpute with him. | 

W hen they found they could gain no Advantage 
againſt him this Way, they offered to ſet him at Li- 
berty, if he would only deny three Things, by read- 
ing publickly a Paper they ſhould give him, without 
making any formal Confeſſion of his Hereſy. He ſtag- 
gered at the firſt ; but, having reflected on the Im- 

rtance of this Recantation, Gop ſtrengthened him 
ſo powerfully that he would never conſent to it, what- 
ſoever they promiſed or threatened him with ; there- 
fore he was declared a Heretic, and, as ſuch, con- 
demned to be burnt alive, after having been degraded 
from his Order of Priefthzod and from his Profeſſor- 
ſhip. Gop gave bim the Courage and Conflancy com- 
mon to Martyrs, He confounded and totally ſilenced 
a Dominican Frier, who undertook to prove to the 
People that he was a Heretic. He praiſed and gave 
Glory to Gop to the laſt Breath. He exhorted the 
People to inform themſelves of the Truth, and to 
ſearch after the Knowledge of the Goſpel, He edified 
exceedingly all thoſe who were Spectators of his Death 
and Martyrdom ; and it had a great EffeR, chiefly 
among the Scholars, who then were Students in the 
Univer/ity of Toulouſe. 


ECT 


Some Years after, a Cordelier, named Marcii, ſealed 
gloriouſſy, with his Blood, the Boctrines of the Truth 

in the ſame Place, for having preached, at Caſtres 

| and at Rowergue, much to the Benefit and Edification 
of his Auditory. 


ALEXANDER 
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ALEXANDER CANUS, 


The Year following, which was 1533, Alexander 


Canus, born at Eureux, in Normandy, was alſo called 
to ſuffer Martyrdom, and to give Glory to Gov, in 
the Capital of the Kingdom. He had quitted the 
Order of Dominicans to retire into thoſe Places where 
the pure Goſpel was preached, He was there ſome 
Time, and being fully inſtruded in the Truth, in 
attending upon ſome of the firſt Reformers, he re- 
ſolved to return into France, and preach to the 
People the Y/ord of Gop in every Place where it might 
be received, without Regard to his Life. He began 
to put his Deſign into Execution in travelling through 
the Maſſonnois; and, being arrived at Lyons, he made 
ſome few Exhortations to the Reformed who were 
there, He preached on Eafter-Day and the Day fol- 
lowing with much Power ; and was, at length, ar- 
reſted by the Bailiffs, who had been informed of theſe 
Aſſemblies. His Trial was ſoon brought on at Lyons. 
He was condemned to Death; but, becauſe he ap- 
pealed from this Sentence, he was ſent to Paris. 
When he arrived there he was put ſeveral Times 
to the Rack, to compel him to diſcover other Beltevers 


and they treated him ſo cruelly that they broke one of 


his Legs. Heendured all theie Torments with ſur- 
priſing Conſtancy, in praying to Gop for that Mercy 
and Pity which he could not find among Men. At 
length he was condemned; and his Sentence of Con- 
demnation was pronounced againft him in open Court: 
But this had no other Effect upon him than to 
ſtrengthen his Conſtancy. They degraded him; and 
he remained filent, without ſpeaking a Word during 
the whole Ceremony of his Degradation, leſt they 
ſhould cut out his 'I'ongue, as they had threatened 
him, and thereby prevent his praiſing Gop, and pub- 
liſhing his Truth, as he was determined to do in go- 
ing to the Place of Execution. As 
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As ſoon as the Ceremony of degrading him was 
finiſhed, they put on him a Fool's Coat: This Treat- 
ment was very pleaſing to him; becauſe this reſem- 
bled what Hered did to CHRIST JE8Us. And he was 
at laſt carried, in that Dreſs, in a Dung-Cart to the 
Square Maubert; where he was to be executed. He 
taught the People who followed him; and ſowed all 
the Way the good Seed of the Word; although the 
Dominicans, who accompanied him, did every Thing 
in their Power to hinder him. When he was brought 
to the Place of Execution he aſked Leave to ſpeak to 
the People; and, having obtained it, he made an ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe, wherein he gave an Account of his 
Faith, with much Power and Eloquence; and he 
concluded with a Prayer, which he offered up with 
great Fervour and Devotion. He deſired the People 
to pray for him, that Gop would be pleaſed to give 
him Courage to die for his mo? holy Name, as CHRIS 
had died for him. After this he was * thrown into 
the Fire, and was heard to cry, in the Midſt of the 
Flames, My REDEEMER, have Mercy upon me / Thus 
this illuſtrious Martyr breathed out his Soul to Gop, 
after having given Glory to Hin in the Midſt of the 


moſt cruel Torments. 


JOHN POINTET. 


The ſame Year John Pointet alſo obtained the: 
Crown of Martyrdom. He was a Surgeon by Pro- 
feſſion, and he was known by the common Mark, 
whereby all tht Reformed were then diſcovered : It 
was becauſe he\was an Enemy to Vice. This ap- 

ared to certain Monks and Prięſis whom he had 
cured of a ſhameful Diſorder : For, whilft they were 
under his Hands, he had often repreſented to them 
that they had better marry than remain in a State of 
Celibacy, which engaged them in thoſe Debaucheries 
that had brought on them this Diſtemper, None but 

| a 


His Leg was broke. 
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a Lutheran was capable of talking after this Manner. 
They accuſed him of Hereſy. He was taken and con- 
demned to Death, which he ſuffered with a moſt won- 
derful Courage. His firſt Sentence of Condemnation 
was, that he ſhould be /frangled, and then burnt; but 
they added to his Sentence, that he ſhould have his 
Tongue cut out, becauſe he had refuſed to kneel before 
an Image which was in the Chapel belonging to the * 
Priſon ; and had ſaid to a Confeſſor, who was ap- 
pointed to attend him, and who would have obliged 
him to kneel, that he was a Seducer, who would per- 
ſuade him to commit Idolatry; and had alſo told 
three of his Judges that they were Blood-thirfly Men 
and Murderers, who unjuſtly condemned, every Day, 
the Children of Gop. This was executed; notwith- 
withſtanding which it did not prevent him from giving 
Glory to Gop by Signs, nor from perſevering in the 
Confeſſion of the Truth. This unſhaken Conſtan- 
cy fired his Enemies with new Rage. They altered 
entirely his former Sentence, and burnt him alive in 
the moſt cruel Manner they could deviſe. Thus this 
courageous Martyr ended his Life; who, doubtleſs, 
deſerves eternal Praiſes. 

T he following Year is famous for the many Papers 
which were fixed up in all the Places and in all the 
Streets of Paris. They were a Kind of Manifeſto 
againſt the Errors of the Romiſh Church; which they 
might much better have avoided rendering ſo public, 
but. Zeal ſometimes carries us too far. This did but 
make their Enemies the more inveterate, and coſt the 
Lives of many Believers, + 

BAR» 


La Conciergerie, A Priſon belonging to the Parlia- 
ment, as they were a Court of Juſtice. 

+ The prepoſterous and indiſcreet Zeal of ſome quite 
altered the King's good Intentions, About the End of the 
Year 1534, they affixed to the public Places at Paris, and 
to the Gates of the Louwre, nay even to the King's own 
Apartments, ſome Articles againſt the Tenets = — 
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BARTHOLOMEW MILON. 


Bartholomew Milon, a Native of Paris, and Son of 

a 9hoe-MMaker of that City, was one of the firſt upon 
whom fell the Rage of John Morin, the Lieutenant- 
Criminal, * a notorious Perſecutor of the Reformed, 
and whom we may call, with great Truth, the Ma- 
rillac + of that Time, Milon was afflicted with the 
Palſy 


Church of Rome, penned in Words very injurious and un- 
becoming. The King, hearing of this at Blois, where he 
was at that Time, was extremely incenſed againſt the Re- 


formed, being incited to it by their Enemies, particularly 


by the Con/table of Montmorency, and, above. all, by the 
Cardinal de Tournon : He reſolved to deſtroy them all, if it 
were in his Power; and ſent his Orders to John Morin, 
Lieutenant criminal of Paris, to inform againſt them, and 
to put in Priſon all thoſe who ſhould be ſuſpected. Morin 
obeyed his Orders with ſuch an extraordinary Diligence, 
that, in a little time, the Priſons were full of People, of 
each Sex and Rank. Laval 's Hift. Reform. of Fran. Vol. 
I. Fo. 29. SEN. 

The Officer who preſides over criminal Affairs. 

+ Marillac was a notorious Perſecutor of the Proteſtants, 
at the Time of the Rewccation of the Edid of Nantes He 
was the Intendant of the Province of Poitou, where he ex- 
erciſed his Cruelties about the Year 1680, and for many 
Years before and after, as we find in a little Treatiſe, 
written by the learned Mr. Claude, entitled Complaints of 
the Proteſtants in France, where he ſays, We may add, 
& the Managements ſometime uſed in the Council, where 
“ ſome Churches were preſerved, at the ſame Time other: 
«were ordered to be demoliſhed, to make the World 
6 believe they obſerved ſome Meaſures of Juſtice.” —— 
«© It was in this View that, at Court, they ſeemed at firſt 
4 not able to believe, and at laſt not to approve of, the 
4 Exceſſes, which were committed in Poitou by one Ma- 
& xillac, an Intendant of that Province; a Man both cruc{ 
& and greedy to the higheſt Degree, and fitter much to be 
e ſent on the Highway, than to be made Intendant of 4 

; ©< Province 3 
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Palſy in every Part of his Body, except his Arms 
and his Tongue, The Intemperance of his Youth 
had reduced him to this State, and he would not have 
been reformed by this Affliction, but Gop was pleaſed 
to call him to the Knowledge of himſelf, by Means 
of a Man whom he mocked, and who was one of the 
Reformed: For he had made it his Cuſtom to mock 
all thoſe who paſſed by his Father's Shop, notwith- 
ſtanding the miſerable Condition he was in. This 
Believer, whom he had mocked, came up to him and 
told him, in a few Words, that he ought not to mock 
Perſons who paſſed along the Street; and that Gon 
had aMlicted his Body for no other Purpoſe but that he 
might heal his Soul. Milon was ſurpriſed at this Diſ- 
courſe, but nevertheleſs it ſtuck by him. This Chriſ- 
tian Man put a New Teſtament into his Hands, and 
defired him to read it. The Reading of this holy 
Book produced, very ſoon, a good Effect, and fo ſud- 
den a Change was perceived in him, that every one 
who had kaown him before was ſurpriſed at it. 

His Diſorder confined him to his Bed near fax 
Years; and, notwithſtanding his Confinement, he 
failed not to earn ſufficient to maintain himſelf, and 
to beſtow Something in Alms. He taught writing; 
he etched Couteaus and Swords; and he worked for 
the Goldſmiths. He inſtructed his Father's Family, 
and he declared the Truths of the Goſpel to all thoſe 
who came to ſee him. Thus he lived, until Morin, 
entering his Chamber, took, according to his Cuſ- 
tom, whatever he liked beſt, and carried him, by his 
Officers, to the common Priſon, There was now 
no Care taken of him, as formerly there had been ; 
and he underwent all theſe Afflictions with an admi- 
rable Reſignation, He greatly comforted the other 
Priſoners, whom he encouraged both by his Exam- 
ple and by his Converſation, At Length, being 

condemn 


« Province; though, indeed, he was let looſe on Purpoſe 
« for theſe Exploits,” Chalon's Hiſt, of France, Vol, II. 
Fo, 8, 82. 
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condemned to be burnt with a flow Fire, he ſuffered 
this cruel Puniſhment, at the Greve, the twenty-ninth 
of January, 1535, with a Firmneſs ſo wonderful, 
that his Enemies were aſtoniſhed at it. Thus Gop 
perfected his Strength in the Weakneſs of this illuſ- 
trious Martyr ; who was one of the firſt who ſuf- 
fered Death for the Papers which had been fixed up, 
although he was moſt manifeſtly innocent. 


NICOLAS VARLETON. 


Nicolas Varleton, a Receiver, of Nantes, in Brit- 
zany, knowing Nothing more than the e Rudiments 
of the Goſpel, yet ſuffered Martyrdom, moſt coura- 
geouſly, at the Croſs du Tirover, where he was burnt. 


JOHN DU BOURG. 


John du Bourg, a Moollen-Draper, ſuffered, in like 
Manner, in the Midſt of the Market- place; and, 
notwithſtanding the Intreaties of his Relations, he 
preferred the Crown of Martyrdom to all the earthly 
Goods which he had already acquired, and to all the 
Riches which he poſſeſſed, 


HENRY POILLE. 


Henry Piille was alſo of the Number of thoſe who 
laid down their Lives ſo undauntedly in this Cread- 
ful Perſecution. He was a poor Maſon, who came to 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel at that Time when the 
Biſhop of Meaux, of whom we ſpake before, was 
about to reform his Dioceſe. His Puniſhment dif- 
fered, in this Piece of Barbarity, from the Reſt: A 
Hole was bored through his Tongue, and faſtened 
with a Piece of Iron to his Cheek, that he ſhould 
not ſpeak to the People when they carried him to 
Execution. He perſevered, notwithſtanding this 
Barbarity, to the laſt, in the Confeſſion of the Truth, 
with a wonderful Courage and Reſolution. 


STEPHEN 


the French Martyrs. 21 


STEPHEN DE LA FORCE, 


At the ſame Time, Stephen de la Force was burnt, 
in the Church- yard of St. John. He was a Merchant 
of Paris, who had gotten much Wealth, and made a 

ood Uſe of it; for, beſides that he gave much to the 

Taintenance of the Poor, he endeavoured, as much 
as lay in his Power, to advance the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel ; and, for this Purpoſe, he cauſed many Bi- 
bles to be printed, at his own Expence, which he 
freely gave to thoſe who wanted them ; that, by theſe 
Means, the poor and ignorant might be more readily 
inſtructed in the Truth. 


CATELLE. 


A School-Miftreſs, named Catelle, was alſo, at the 
ſame Time, and for the ſame Truths, burnt alive, at 
the End of the Street called /a Huchette. 

It is neceſſary for us to obſerve here, that the fix 
laſt Martyrs, Milon, Varleton, du Bourg, Poille, de la 
Force, and Catelle, were burnt, on the ſame Day, at 
the ſeveral Places in Paris before mentioned, by an 


expreſs Order from the King ;* who, to ſhew that he 
looked 


Francis I. — Mexeray, in his abridged Hiſtory of 
France, gives this Account of the Tranſaction: About the 
Cloſe of the Year 1534, the Sacramentarians publiſhed ſe- 
veral Libels, and fixed up their Manifeſtos, againſt the 
divine Myſtery of the holy Sacrament of the Altar. King 
Francis, at the Beginning of the Year 1535, to attone for 
theſe Evils, cauſed a general Proceſſion to be made at Paris, 
where he aſſiſted in Perſon, with his Queen and bis Children, 
with great Devotion, carrying Torches in their Hands. 
At length, having carefully ſought out the Authors of 
theſe Crimes, he delivered Hal/-a-Dozen of them to the 
Flames, and took up many more of them, who were burnt 
in divers Places. But, for every To of them which he put 
to Death, a Hundred athers ſprang up from their Aſhes, Me- 
wrt i Hiſt. de France, Tom. IV. Fo. 581, Amſterdam, 
1088. | : , 
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looked upon theſe cruel Executions as Sacrifices, by 
which he fancied to appeaſe the Wrath of Gop, or- 
dered a general Proceſſion, wherein he himſelf, with 
his three Sons and his Nobles, walked on Foot, bare- 
headed, and every one with a white Wax. Taper in 
his Hand. The rains of the Proceflion made it 
a proper Day for theſe Executions ; and the People 
teſtified by their Shouts (which they redoubled every 
Time they paſled by the Places where theſe inno- 
cent Victims were — the Averſion they en- 
tertained for the real Chriſtians, The King was one 
of thoſe who carried this Hatred the fartheſt; for he 
ſaid, the ſame Day, in the Preſence of his whole 
Court and Parliament, with extreme Rage, in ſpeaking 
of the Martyrs and their Doctrine, that, if he knew 
any of them to be infected with this Doctrine, he 
himſelf would tear him away. Thus Paris was then 
the abominable Theatre where the bloody Tragedies 
began, which have been ſo often renewed during the 
Courſe of this unhappy Century.“ 


MARY BECAUD ELLE. 


Nevertheleſs Paris was not the only Place where 
the Reformed of France were then perſecuted. There 
was 


* The King, being come to Paris, at the Requeſt of 
the Clergy made a ſolemn Proceſſion on the 2gth of Janu- 
ary, 1535, at which he aſſiſted in Perſon, with the Princes, 
his Children, and all his Court, bare headed, with Tapers 
in their Hands, and ordered the Ceremony to be conclu- 
ded with the Execution of Six of thoſe, who had been ta- 
ken for that raſh Action, and were burnt alive. It is ſaid, 
that he ſolemnly affirmed, before the Parliament, great 
Numbers of the Nebiliry, and the Anbaſſadors of foreign 
Princes, that, if he knew one of his Arms to be infected 
with ſuch a Corruption, he would cut it off, leſt the 
other Members ſhould be corrupted by it. Lawal's Hist. 
Reform, Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 30. by him quoted from Gilles, 
Ann. de Fran. Fo. 134, and Bouchet, Ann. d Acquitaine, 
Part IV. Fo. 196. 
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was no Place eſcaped; not even the little Village of 
Eſjars, in Poitou, where Funeral-Piles were not built 
for them. Mary Becaudelle was burnt there, this ſame 
Year, by Virtue of a Sentence of the Judge of Fun- 
tenai, confirmed by an Order of the Parliament of 
Paris, She was born at the aforeſaid Village of E/- 
ſars, and was brought to the Knowledge of the Truth 
at the Houſe of one of her Maſters, with whom ſhe 
had lived, at Rochelle, She boldly reproved a Corde- 
lier for not preaching the true Word of Gop, and 
threatened him with the Judgement of Gon, at the 
laſt Day, if he continued to traduce the Goſpel of 
Jesus CHRIST. The Frier was greatly irritated at 
it. She was arreſted, ſent to Priſon, and at laſt exe- 
cuted, as I have already mentioned. This Example 
ſhews, that no Sex nor Condition in Life will exempt 
us from giving Glory to Gon, by ſuffering for his 
Goſpel, nor from ſeeking Occaſions ſo to do, when 
he has been pleaſed, out of his abundant Grace, to 
reveal his Sox in our Hearts, by the Knowledge of 
his Truth, 


PETER GAUDET. 


The following Year, Peter Gaudet augmented the 
Number of Martyrs, in a Place which is but little bet- 
ter known than the former. This was at the Caſtle 
of Penai, whereto he was drawn by a moſt notorious 
Piece of Treachery, which one of his neareſt Rela- 
tions committed, He was a Knight of Malta, born 
in the Suburbs of Paris; and, having been enlight- 
ened by the Goſpel, he quitted his Order, and had 
retired, with his Wife, to Geneva, that he might live 
there with the greater Safety, and profeſs that Goſpel 
which he believed. One of his Uncles, who was 
Commander of Compezieres, prepared an Ambuſcade 
for him; and, having drawn him, by fair Promiſes, 
and by a fergned Profeſſion of Friendſhip, without the 
City, he 2 him 20 reed and bin away to 
the Caſtle of Pena! ; where, baving been tormented 
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in various Ways, for the Space of fue Days, he was 
at length, without any Trial, burnt alive with a 
ſlow Fire, with all the Cruelty of which the Ene- 
mies of Gop are capable. He continually called 
upon Gop in his moſt cruel Torments, and Gop 
ave him Strength and Courage ſufficient to ſuſtain 
this terrible Combat, and to paſs through it victo- 
riouſly, crowned with a Crown of GLoky. The 
Treachery of the Commander of Compezieres ſhews 
how little we ought to truſt thoſe who glory in de- 
ceiving and betraying us; and how damnable the 
Principles of a Religion are, which deſtroy the Dic- 
tates of Nature, Reaſon, and Humanity, There is 
neither Blood nor Honour which does not yield to 
the Fury which that wicked Religion inſpires, 


JOHN CORNON. 


About the ſame Time they burnt alive, at Maſſon, 
a poor Labourer of the Country of Bree, named Jahn 
Cornon. Although he had no Learning, yet he had 
ſufficient Knowledge in the Verd of Gop to con- 
found all his Judges ; who cauſed him to be drawn 
upon a Hurdle to the Place of Execution, He looked 
upon a Crown of Martyrdom to be ſo great a Bleſſing, 
that he was afraid he ſhould loſe it; and, to make 
ſure of it, he would not appeal from the Sentence 
paſſed upon him, as he might have done, to the Par- 
liament of Paris, His Conſtancy and his happy End 
were correſpondent to his Faith and his Hopes. 


MARTIN GONIN. 


1536, — The Fire was the common Puniſhment of 
the Reformed ; but here is one who, the Year follow- 
ing, was diſtinguiſhed from the others, and condemn. 
ed, by the Parliament of Grenoble, to be thrown into 
the River. This was Martin Gonin, Miniſter of the 
Valley of Angrogne ; who, returning from Geneva, 
and paſſing through this City, was immediately ta- 


ken 
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ken up for a Spy, and at laſt found out to be a Be- 
liever, by the Letters which he carried, and which 
related to the Building of his Church. He con» 
founded all the Monks, and all thoſe in general who 
undertook to diſpute with him. He ſpoke boldly 
againſt the Errors of the Romiſh Church; and his Ar- 
guments appeared ſo unanſwerable to the Inquiſitor, 
that he was of Opinion they ſhould throw him into the 
River by Night, leſt, if they ſhould put him to Death 
in the Day-time, he might open the Eyes of all thoſe 
who ſhould hear him, They went, therefore, to 
take him in his Priſon, at nine of the Clock at Night, 
to the great Grief of the Reſt of the Priſoners, of 
whom he had already converted many : But this pri- 
vate Manner of putting him to Death did not prevent 
his having many Witneſſes of his Stedfaſtneſs in his 
laſt Moments ; to whom, in going to be put to 
Death, he declared the Truths of the Goſpel, for the 
which he was about to lay down his Life. He was 
then frangled and thrown into the River. Many of 


. thoſe who followed him acknowledged that he was 


in Truth a Man of Gor, They lamented his Death, 
and the Seed of that Goipel which he had preached 
did not fall into barren Ground. 


STEPHEN BRUN. 


1538, — Some Time after, in the ſame Province 
of Dauphiny, Stephen Brun, a Huſbandman, of the 
Village of Reortier, was taken and ſent to the Priſon 
of the Biſhop of Ambrun. As he could read and 
write, he was inſtructed in the Truth by reading the 
New Teſtament, and had by this Means profited fo 
well in the Knowledge of thoſe Things which be- 
long to our Salvation, that he was capable of in- 
ſtructing others; yet he had the Weakneſs to ſuifer 
himſelf to be overcome. He ſigned an Abjuration, 
drawn up in Latin, although he did not underſtand it 
well enough to perceive and avoid the Snare. He 
was at length ſet at LI but, becoming _— 
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of the Fault he had committed, he was ſo greatly 
troubled at it, that he often lamented it to his Fel-. 
low-dervants and to his Relations; and his Repent- 
ance was ſo ſincere, that, from that Time, he made 
a firm Reſolution to die for the Honour of Ixsus 
CHriIsT, if he ſhould be called ſo to do a ſecond 
Time, 

1540. — Being taken again two Years after, in the 
Year 1540, be had no Regard to the Intreaties of his 
Relations, his Wife, or Children; who could not, in 
any Manner, ſhake his ſtedfaſt Reſolution. He anſ- 
wered thoſe who repreſented to him the Miſery 
wherein he would leave his Children, that, provided 
they were not deprived of the Word of GoD, which is the 
Support of the Soul, they might eaſily bear the Loſs of that 
Bread which ſupports the Body. He told his Judges, 
they were leading him to eternal Life, whilſt they were 
thinking to put him to Death ; and, in going to the 
Place of Execution, he exhorted the People with a 
Firmneſs and Courage entirely worthy of Admiration. 

The Circumſtances of his Death were very re- 
markable. As ſoon as he was faſtened to the Stake, 
and the Fire put to the Wood that was round about 
him, the Flames were driven ſo forcibly from him, 
that he remained ſtanding near an Hour, faſtened to 
the Poſt, before the Fire kindled ſtrongly upon him; 
inſomuch that they were obliged to throw many more 
Faggots, and to pour Oil into the Fire, from Time to 
Time, to make it burn: But the Executioner, ſee- 
ing that this was to no Purpoſe, gave him a Blow 
upon his Head with a long Crook, with which he 
uſed to ſtir up the Fire. The Martyr, who was yet 
alive, aſked him why he would kill him in that Man- 
ner, ſince he was condemned to die by Fire? But 
_ the.Executioner thruſt the ſame Crook into his Belly; 
which put an End to his Life, He covered his Body 
with the Fire and Faggots; and, having burnt him 
to Aſhes, he threw them into the Air, according to 


the Sentence paſſed upon him. This was the End of 
1 | this 


N 
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this illuſtrious Martyr of JEsUs CHRIRT ; who re- 
paired, in ſo glorious a Manner, the Fault he had 
committed through Surprize : A remarkable Exam- 
ple for thoſe who at this lime commit great Crimes, 
and who have very great and juſt Reaſons to reproach 
themſelves for them ever after. 


DENNIS BRION. 


There were many other Martyrs, in many Parts of 
the Kingdom, this ſame Year. Dennis Brion, a Bar- 
ber of Sancerre, was burnt by Order of the Court, 
called the Grands Fours, of Angers; who are Judges 
appointed by a ſpecial Commiſſion, and choſen out of 
the Parliament. 


JEROME VINDOCIN, 


Jerome Vindocin, who formerly had been a Domini- 
can Frier, ſuffered the ſame Puniſhment at Agen, in 
a Meadow without the City, which they call the 
Gravier. 


ANDREW BERTHELIN. 


Andrew Berthelin underwent the ſame Sentence, 
at Nonnai de Vivarets, only for refuſing to kneel be- 
fore an Image, which was in the High-Road, as he 
was going to the Fair at Lyons. * | | 


CLAUDIUS re PEINTRE. 


Claudius le Peintre was alſo burnt alive, at Paris, 
the ſame Year, He was a young Journeyman Gold- 


ſmith, born in the Suburbs of Saint Marſeau; and 


who, after living three Years at Geneva, being re- 
C 2 turned 


* A Dominican Frier ( Jerome Vindocin) was burnt at 
Agen, in the Year 1539, for Religion, and was the firſt 
artyr of the Reformation in that City. At Nonnay in 
Vivarais, a Man was likewiſe burnt, ( Andrew Bertbelin, 
for having refuſed to kneel down before an Image upon 


the Highway, as he was going to the Fair at Lyons, La- 
vas Hiſt. Reform, de Franc, Vol. I. Fo. 33. 
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turned to Paris, was deſirous to communicate to his 
Friends that Knowledge of Salvation which be had 
acquired. It was by theſe Means he was diſcovered. 
Acrin cauſed him io be made a Priſoner. He con- 
feſſed the Truths of the Goſpel ; gave an Account 
of his Faith, and of the Purity of the Doctrines 
which he had declared to his Companions, He was 
condemned, by the Sentence of the Chatelet, to be 
burnt alive. He appealed to the Parliament ; who, 
very far from mitigating his Sentence, added to it, 
that he ſhould have his Tongue cut out. The Perſon 
who wrote the general Hiſtory of the Martyrs was him- 
ſelf a Witneſs of the Stedfaſtneſs of this young Man: 
He praiſes his Patience in bearing the (pm. they 
cauſed him to ſuffer on every Side when he was car- 
ried to Execution, He admires the Chearfulneſs he 
ſhewed in going to ſuffer, and the Chriſtian Joy with 
which he endured the Forments of his Martyrdom. 
It was after this Manner the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians rejoiced in their Sufferings, and felt an 
abundant Joy that they were accounted worthy to 
ſuffer for the Name of JESUS CHRIST. 


AIMOND ps La VOYE. 


1541. — In the Year 1541 the Parliament of Bour- 
deaux made an Order to take up Aimond de la Voye, 
Miniſter of St. Fe, at the Inſtigation of the Rector, 

and of ſome other Priz/ts of that City, who were his 
Accuſers. He would never abandon the Care of his 
Flock, though he had Notice, three Days before, 
both of the Order, and of the Danger he was in, if 
he waited till it was executed, When his Friends 
preſſed him to fly and ſave his Life, he told them, 
He had rather he had never been born. than to be guilty 
of ſuch Cowardice ; that a good Paſtor ought to remain 
firm when he ſees any Danger, left his Sheep ſbouid tray 
away z and, fince GOD had given him Grace to preach 
his pure Goſpel, he would continue to the End, and even 
lay down his Life 10 confirm the Truth of the _— 

e 


— 


the French Martyrs. 29 


he bad taught, let, if he ſhould behave otherwiſe, they 
might be induced to believe he had preached Nothing but 
Fables and Lies, againſt his Conſcience. 

This Fortitude made his Friends give over all far- 
ther Solicitations to fly; and this faithful Paſtor, 
whilſt he was waiting for the Execution of the Or- 
der which was made to take him, preached three ad- 
mirable Sermons, wherein he comprized all the Doc- 
trines he had taught them, in the Defence whereof 
he proteſted he was ready to lay down his Life. 
When the Officer, who was ſent to take him, was 
arrived, there were ſome who would have oppoſed 
the Execution of the Order, faying, that he was an 
honeſt Man, who had drawn them from their diſſo- 
lute Lives, and from the Sins they had formerly been 
accuſtomed to commit ; but he exhorted them to be 
quiet, and not in any Manner to obſtruct his Mar- 
tyrdom, ſince Gop was pleaſ:d to call him to ſuffer 
for his Name's Sake: Whereupon he was taken and 
carried to Bourdeaux, | 

His Impriſoament was long, and he ſuffered very 
much during eight or nine Months that he remained 
in Priſon: But theſe were the Proofs whereby GoD 
was pleaſed to make his Faith and Patience appear. 
His Refignation to the Will of Gop was wonder- 
ful, and he waited for his Ex:cution with a Stedfa/t- 
neſs which ſcarcely ever had its Equal. It is not ne- 
Ceſlary to relate all the Formalities and all the Parti- 
culars of his Trial: It is ſufficient to ſay he was at 
length put to the Rack, in order to compel him to 
accuſe thole whom they called his Accomplices z 
whercin the Brutality of the Ft Preſident was re- 
markable, and plainly ſhews by what Spirit his 
Judges were actuated : Hz took this illuſtrious Mar- 
tyr by the Beard, and ſaid to him, Tell me, thou wicked 
Fellow, tell me who are thy Accomplices? This Ac- 
tion ſhews how much out of Character Paſſion had 
made theſe People act; and it is very probable, that, 
if there had been a Neceſſity, they would have per- 

C 3 formed 
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formed the Office of a Hangman of theſe Martyrs as 
readily as that of a Judge. The Indignity of this 
Action did not raiſe any Reſentment in the Breaſt of 
our Martyr : He anſwered, with great Compolure 
'of Temper, that he had no Accomplices, but thoſe who 
did the Miil of Gop, of whatſoever Rank or Condition 
they were. He endured all the ToRTUREs of the 
Rack with an admirable Patience and Reſolution, al- 
though they were ſo violent that he fainted away un- 
der them, and although he always had an extremely 
weak and delicate Conſtitution, He prayed for his 
Enemies and for thoſe who tormented him, and ma— 
niſeſted, by all his Actions, and throughout his 
whole Conduct, that he had moſt undoubtedly been 
inſtructed in the School of JesUs CHRIST and his 
Apoſiles. ü 
After having ſuffered the moſt extreme Tortures of 
the Rack, on the Vedneſday, he was carried back to 
Prifon, in the Baron's Tower, until the Saturday fol- 
lowing; when, at eight of the Clock in the Morn- 
ing, they pronounced his Sentence, which was, 
that he /heuld be burnt alive, When he had heard it 
read, he bleſſed GoD that he had made known to him the 
our of his Deliverance, in declaring to him the Hour of 
his Death. They ſent many Mcnks and Friers to 
him to confeſs him ; but he refuſed them all, ſaying, 
he knew very well haw to confeſs his Sins to Gop. He 
deſired the Rector of the Pariſh of St. Chriftopher 
might viſit him; but he was forbid to go near him. 
This made him refolve to take a Carmelite, whom he 
thought likely to receive the Goſpel, under the Pre- 
tence of confeſſing himſelf to him, but in Reality to 
convert him, as he did: For, having cauſed all the 
other Monks to withdraw, he remained alone with 
him, according to the Privilege of Confeſſion; and, 
after having diſcourſed with him a long Time, he 
converted him, at length, to the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, This happened in the Morning, before 
Dinner. In the Afternoon, a Preſident and ſome 
| Counſellars 
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Counſellors of the Parliament came to the Priſon, 
They examined him on many Points of Doctrine, 
principally about Purgatory, and he gave them an 
Account of his Faith, with much Perſpicuity; 
whereupon one of the Counſellors told him, he 
would be damned : He replied, that neither Sword, nor 
Famine, nor Nakedneſs, &c. could ſeparate him from the 
Love of Gop.* 

He was at laſt carried to Execution ; and, when he 
went out of Priſon, he began to ſing the cxivth 
Pſalm : When Iſrael went of Egypt. He exhorted the 
Priſoners to put their Truſt in JesUs CHRTST, and 
to bear their I roubles with Patience. He afterwards 
got into the Cart, which was provided to carry him 
to the Place of Execution. He ſang, all the Way, 
Praiſes to God. When he was brought to the Place 
where he was. to ſuffer, they bid him aſk Pardon of 
God, of the Virgin Mary, and of the Magiſirates: 
He aſked Pardon of Gop for his Sins; but be ſaid 
he had neither offended the Virgin Mary, nor the 
Laws of Men; and therefore there was no Neceſſity 
he ſhould aſk their Pardon. He was then going to 
ſpeak of the Cauſe of his Condemnation, and to in- 
ſtruct the People; but they would not permit him. 
All that he could obtain Leave to do was, to whiſ- 
per a few Words in the Ear of the Carmelite, whom 
he had converted. He afterwards exhorted thoſe, 
whom he could make to hear him, to inſtruct them- 
ſelves in the Goſpel, and to ſearch after the Know- 
ledge of the Word of Gor. He was at length crowned 
with the Crown which he had ſo ardently longed for; 
and ſuffered Death with a Firmneſs and Conſtancy ' 


which perfectly correſponded with his firſt Reſolution. 


CONSTANTINE Axpo THREE OTHERS. 


T542. — The Parliament of Rouen was not leſs 
cruel, nor leſs thirſty for the Blood of the Reformed, 
C 4 than 


® Rom. viii. 35. 
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than the other Parliaments of the Kingdom. In the 
Year 1542 it condemned, at one Time, four Confeſ- 
ſors of the Lond Jssus CHRIS H and his Goſpel. 
There was one, named Conftantine, who ſaid to his 
Companions, as they carried them to Execution, 
what St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. iv. 13. Me are now the 
Filth of the World, and the Off- ſcouring of all Things, 
to the Men of this Age ; but we bave, nevertheleſs, great 
Reaſon to rejoice, knowing that our Death will be a ſweet 
Savour, and very lovely to Gor. He comforted them 
thus, in going to the Place where they were execu- 
ted, and where they gave Teſtimony to the Truth. 
Thus the Reformed ought always to encourage one 
another to ſuffer boldly thoſe Trials to which Gop 
{hall call them, that they may paſs through them to 
the Glory of Gop, and to the Salvation of their own 
Souls, 


FRANCIS BRIBARD. 


1543. — The Doctrines of the Goſpel received 
every Day new Strength, notwithſtanding all theſe 
Perſecutions, which the Doctors of the Sorbonne were 
the Means of increaſing, by the Articles of Faith they 
prepared and tendered to thoſe to ſubſcribe whom 
they ſuppoſed to have imbibed the Doctrines of the 
Reformation. Francis Bribard was one of their f1:(t 
Victims, in the Year 1543. He was Secretary to 
Cardinal du Bellai, Biſbop of Paris: But this did not 
preſerve him from being a Martyr for the Truth, and 
from manifeſting that it was dearer to him than his 
Life. He was in the Flower of his Age; and the 
Firmneſs with which he ſuffered all the Tortures 
which they could exerciſe upon him was fo extraor- 
dinary, that thoſe who were ignorant of the Power 
of ſupporting Grace thought he was a Madman and 
flupid; his Stedfaſtneſs and Courage ſo far 2xceed- 
ing the Powers of Nature, He was led to the Slaugh- 
1 ter like a Lamb; and, although they had cut out his 
Tongue when he was going out of the Priſon, he mm 
tinue 


8 r i. hee. 
D 2 mo —— 
i "Ch 2 LL _ 


_ 
35 — Ws... , 2 
N 5 Pe, 1 

* 1 C . 5 © 1 4 EI = 4 ** = 

= A ; * 


_ . 


IP"; —_ 2 


—_ — n . bs 
— ao" __ * a . Tx 7 . 


22EEF᷑E᷑EͥV ; ͤ—-nun-àD= 


the French Martyrs. 33 


tinued to ſhew, by Signs, how great were his Faith 
and Hopes, Thus he was carried to the Square Mau- 
bert; where he was burnt alive, and where his Faith. 
triumphed over all the Combats, wherein it was en- 
gaged, with the Enemies of the Truth. 


JOHN DU BEC. 


John du Bec, born at Eſſars, near Sedan, in Brie, 
after a long Impriſonment, was alſo burnt alive, at 
T reyes, in Champagne, in the Square of the Wine- 
Market. He had been a Prieft, and they omitted 
neither Promiſes nor Threatenings in enceavouring 
to turn him from the Profeſſion of the Truth. He 
deſpiſed both the one and the other, and perfevered 
unto the End. He was degraded, and uncerwent the 
Puniſhment, to which he was condemned, with an 
entire Reſignation, in June, in the ſame Year, 1543. 

It was at this Time the Perf-cution raged againſt 
the Inhabitants of Merindol and Cabrieres. The Bi- 
os and Parliament of Provence had ſworn their Ruin. 
Here would be a proper Place to ſhew the Barbarity 
and Fury of the Enemies of the Goſpel, far excteding 
the moſt ſavage Nations.“ Here we may ſee Men, 
more cruel and infamous than the Devils theml-lves, 
pillage, burn, ravage, and maſſacre, harmleſs, inot- 
tenfive, people; Brutes, whom neither Age nor Sex 
could in any Manner move to Pity ; who, murcover, 


C 5 protaned 


* The Cardinal dz Tournon was removed from Court, 
upon the Complaint of the Inhabitants of Merincel and 
Cabrieres, two Towns of Prove ce. The Carauinal, 
ſeconded by the Count 4% Grignan, Governor of Provence, 
and the Seigneur 4 Oppeae, Fir/t-prefident of the Pas liau eat 
of Aix, cauſed th:m o be PROScIBE by this Perlia- 
ment; and neither Fire nor Sæuerd were ſpared to extermi - 
rate them. M pole Families were burnt in the Places where 
they fled for Refuge: Men, Nom u, and Children, were 
killed indifferently; nor was there any Exceis of Crucity, 
that was not exerciſed upon them. Chal-n's Hit, of 
France, Vol. II. Fo. 129, 130. Dab. in, 1752. 
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profaned the ſacred Name of Gop by Blaſphemies 
unknown even in Hell. But, as my Deſign is to 
ſpeak particularly of none but thoſe who were exhi- 
bited to public View, and who were not confounded 
in the Multitude of thoſe whom they maſſacred, I 
ſhall only relate the Martyrdom of a Boo4/eller, who 
was executed at Avionon, at the Time that the Arch- 
biſhop of Arles, the Biſhop of Aix, and many others 
of the Clergy of Provence, were aſſembled there, to 
conclude the Deſtruction of thoſe poor Inhabitants of 
Mirandol and Cabrieres,* 1 


* Whilſt they held Aſſemblies at Trent, to confute the 
Herefies by the Means of the Council, the ſame Thing 
was dene in France, by the Force of Arms, againſt a 
Part of tne Remainder of the V aldenſes, dwelling in the 
Alps of Provence, and who had kept themſelves ſeparated 
from the Reman See. Some Years ago, the Par/iament had 
iſſued a Decree againſt them, which had not, as yet, been 
put in Execution ; But, at this preſent Time, the King 
ordered that it ſhould be executed; therefore the Pre/ident 
of ine faid Parliament having aſſembled as many Soldiers 
as hecou'd, from the neighbouring Places, and from the 
County of Avignon, belonging to the Pepe, he went in 
Arms againit thele poor People, who, being unarmed, 
thoug:t nit of defending themſelves ctherwiſe than ly Flight. 
They minded not to teach and inſtruct them, or to oblige 
them to renounce their Opinions and Ceremonies, but ra- 
ther to fill their Country with Rapes, Sackings, and 


Plunderings; and to put to the Sword all thoſe, who, be- 


ing not able to fly, were at the Maſſacrer's Mercy, who 
ſpared neither old nor young, of what Quality and Con- 
dition ſoever. They def royed and razed the Towns and 
Borc ughs of Cæbrieres in Provence, and Merindel in the 
County of Y:naifin, belonging to the Pep, and all the 
Places of their Juriſciction and Territory. It is very 
certain that above four ihou/ard People were myrdered ; 
who, without making any Reſiſtance, cried for Mercy. 
Paul, Hift. du Cenctie de Trente, Liv. 2, Page 95, quoted 
by Laval, Hift, R:iferm, Fran. Vol. I, Fo. 51. 
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A BOOKSELLER BURNT ALIVE AT AVIGNON., 


When this venerable Aſſembly had reſolved upon 
the Deſtruction and Maſlacre of theſe Believers, they 
C 6 made 


D*Oppeda, that cruel Magiſtrate, deputed, for Com- 
miſſioners, the Preſident Francis de la Fon, Honoré de Tri- 
butiis, and Bernard Badet, Counſellor ; and the Advo- 
cate Guerin, in the Abſence of the Attorney-General, diſ- 
patched ſeveral Commiſſions, and proclaimed War, by 
Sound of Trumpet, both at & and Mar/eilles, The 
Troops being thus levied, and the five Enſigns of the old 
Bands of Piedmont joined with them, the Army marched 
to Pertuis, The next Day, being the 14th of April, they 
went to Cadenet, and upon the 16th they began to ſet 
Fiie to the Villages of Cabrieres, Pepin, La Mother, and 
St. Martin, belonging to the Sieur De Sental, then a 
Chila ; where the poor Labourers were ſlain without any 
Reſittance; their Wives and Daughters raviſhed ; Wo- 
men big with Child, and little infants, murdered, with- 
out any Pity or Compaſſion. Several Women had their 
Breaſts cut off; after whoſe Deaths the poor Children 
were ſlarved to Death. The ſaid D'Oppeda cauſed this 
Order to be proclaimed, “ that no Perion ſhould give 
« them any Food or Succour, upon Pain of the Halter.“ 
They ran/acked, burnt, and pillaged, every Thing that 
they found in thoſe Places, and left none alive but thoſe 
whom they had reſerved for the Galleys. Upon the ich, 
D' Oppeda ordered the old Bands of Piedmont to draw 
near; and, the Day following, he cauſed the Villages of 
Lormarin, Ville Laure, and Trezemines, to be burnt; and, 
at the ſame Time, on the other Side of the Darance, the 
Sieur De la Rogue, and others of the City of Arles, burnt 
Genſſon and la Rogue, D'Oppeda, upon his Arrival at Me- 
rindol, found Nobody there but a young Lad. named Ma- 


rift Blanc, a very ignorant and ſimple Man, who had 


ſurrendered himſeif to a Soldier, with a Promiie of two 
Crown-pieces for his Ranſom. D*Oppeda, find: ng No- 
body to exerciſe his Rage upon, paid the Soldier the 
two Crowns; and, having commanded the poor Lad to 
be bound to a Tree, he cauſed him to be ſhot to —_— 
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| made a Feaſt, at the Houſe of the Biſbop of Ricux, | 


whereto the Prelates and the molt beautiful Ladies of 
| Avignon 


| with Arquebuſſes, Then he commanded the faid Bo- 0 
rough, confifling of above tue hundred Houſes, to be 4 
pillaged, burnt, and razed. There remained the Town 
| of Cabrieres, ſurrounded with Walls, which they were 
battering down with Cannon-Shot. The poor People 
| who wele ſhut up therein told them, that they need not 
_ employ ſo much Powder and Pains to batter them down, 
fince they were ready to open their Gates to them, and 
alſo to leave both the Place and the Country, and go to 
Cen-va, or imo Germany, with their Wives and Chil. 
dren, leaving all their Goods behind them, only deſiring 
that a ſafe Paſſage might be granted them. The Lord of 
Ceabri:res interceded for them, that their Cauſe might be 
a:c:ded by Courſe of Juſtice, without Force or Violence: 
But D'Oppeda, getting within the City, commanded the 
Men to be brought forth into a Meadow, where he cau- 
led them to be hewed in Pieces with Swords; theſe va- 
liant Executioners trying their Manhood and Dexterity 
in cutting off Heads, Arms, and Legs. He cauſed the | 
Women to be ſhut up in a Barn full of Straw, and or- 2 
dered Fire to be put to it; where many Women, bi 1 
with Child, were burnt: Upon which a Soldier, ws, 
with Pity and Compaſhon, having made a Place for them 
to Creep out at, they were driven back into the Fire with 
Pikes and Halberds. The Reſt of theſe Men, who were 
found hidden in the Caves, were bruught into the Caſtle. 
Hall, where they were moſt barbarouſly murdered and £ 
maflacred, in the Preſence of the faid D'Oppeda. As to N. 
the Women and Chilaren that were found in the Tem- 4 
ple, they were expoied to the Bands and Ruffians of 4 
Awvigron, who flew about ig hundred Pe.ſons, without 
Viſtinttion of Age or Sex, Towards the End of that 
Execution, the Sicur De la Co/te, D'Oppeaa's Kiniman, 
having promiſed the Inhabitants of La Cofte that they 
ſhou!d be 1afe, provided they would bring their Arms 
into the Caftle, and open the Well, of the Borough in 
four Places, they obeyed : But O'Oppeda, being arrived, 
burnt the Suburbs, took the Borough, and made a gene- 
ral 
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Avignon were invited, It was ſumptuous and mag- 
nificent. They had Dancing and Muſic; and, af- 
. ter Dinner, the Prelates and the Ladies went to take 
3 a Walk in the City. Hiſtory informs us, that, in 
# paſſing through the Street of the Exchange, this ho- 
nourable Company ſtopped firſt at a Place where there 
were Paintings capable of wounding the Modeſty of 
thoſe who had ever ſo little: The Biſbaps bought 
ſome of them, and preſented them to the Ladies, and 
took the Trouble to explain the Inſcriptions, that they 
might underſtand the Meaning of the Pictures, 
4 There was in this Place a Stranger, who was a 
1 Bookſeller, who had expoſed to Sale Bibles in Latin 
"Mp and French, and who had no other Books whatſo- 
ever. The Biſhops were ſurpriſed at this Novelty, 
Theſe were not the Books which they ſought for 
there. They aſked him, why he expoſed thoſe Books 
to Sale? The Bookſeller anſwered bold]y, becauſe 
the Books were, beyond Comparifon, better than the 
Piflures they had juſt bought. This Anſwer irrita- 
ted the Biſhops. The Biſhop of Aix ſwore directly, 


by 


ral Slaughter of all the Men that were found in it. In 

the mean Time the Reſidue of the Inhabitants of Merin- 

dl and other Places were purſued by D'Oppeda and his 

Army, through Rocks and Mountains, and forced ta 

great Extremitics and Diſtreſs. They begged of him to 

give them Leave to retire into Geneva, with the Remain. 

| der of their Wives and Children. He replied, that he 

*. would ſend them, with their Wives and Children, to 

cwell with the Devils in the infernal Regions, fo as to 

blot out the very Memory of them from the Face of the 

Earth. Daniel (the Jeſuit) ſays, that more than zhree 

thouſand Perſons were {laughtered, beſides thole who were 

ſtarved to Death in the Woods, and a few who made their 

Eſcape into Switzerland and Geneva But Francis Paolo, 

in his Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, reckons above 

FOUR THOUSAND f//aughtered, and TWENTY-TWO Bo- 

10ughs and Villages BURxXT To ASHES, Laval; His. 
Reform. of France, Vol. I. Fo. 51-55. ; 
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by his Part in Paradiſe, that he was a Lutheran. 
Thoſe of their Train who followed began to cry out 
to the Lutheran, Burn him. burn him. The Bookjeller 
was taken; they dragged him to Priſon, and he was 


ſo abuſed in the Tumult, that he was covered with 


Blood before he arrived there. 

On the Morrow he was brought before the Judges; 
who, in the Preſence of the Biſbops, demanded of 
him why he had expoſed thoſe Bibles and New-Te/ta- 
ments to Sale, which were prohibited to be printed, 
throughout Chriſtendom, in any other Language than 
Latin? He anſwered, it was true he had expoſed 
thoſe Bibles to Sale; but that, ſo far from the Print- 
ing and Sale of them being prohibited, he had sold 
many, in French, with the Emperor's Licence, and 
many New-Teſtaments alſo, in the fame Language, 
with the Licence of the King. At length he repro- 
ved them for the Avertion they ſhewed to theſe holy 
Books which contained the WorD or GoD, whilſt 
they permitted immodeſt: Paintings and blaſphemous 
Books, made and written to the Diſhonour of Gon 
and his Word. 

Whereupon the Biſbop of Aix and the other Pre- 
lates cried out, that there was no Need of any Thing 
more; that he had ſaid enough to be ſent to the 


Stake But the Judges were not of that Opinion; 


they were for condemning him to make only a public 
Confeſſion * of his Crime, and to acknowledge the 
Biſhop of Aix and the Reſt of his Brethren to be true 
Paſtors of JE8Us CHRIST. But the Bookſeller, who 
was a Man well enlightened in the Truths of the 
Goſpel, an{wered boldly, That he could not in Con- 


ference make ſuch a Declaration, becauſe he perceived, by 


their wicked Lives and Actions, that they were rather the 
Prieſts of Bacchus and Venus, than true Paſtors of the 
Church of JESUS CHRIST, 

This 


Let me add, once for all, that by the Words, a pub» 
lic Confeien, is meant, throughout, Amende konorable. 


— 
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1 This Anſwer appeared, without Doubt, a little too 
ſtrong; but it was the Spirit of the greater Part of 
the Reformed at that Time: They had an extraor- 
dinary Courage; and, when they ſaw themſelves cal- 
led to Martyrdom, they ſaid boldly to their Enemies 
whatſoever came into their Minds, without flattering 
them, becauſe they did not fear thoſe who could only 
kill the Body, and who had no Power to hurt the 
Soul. There is no Doubt the Anſwer of the Book- 
ſeller greatly irritated both the Judges and the Aecu- 
ers. He was immediately condemned to be burnt, 
and the Sentence was executed the ſame Day. They 
hung two B1BLEs about his Neck, to ſhew the Crime 
for which he ſuffered : And doubtleſs he deſerved to 
be honoured with thoſe glorious Enſigns, ſince the 
Ward of God was ſo ſtrongly engraven in his Heart, 
and which he had ſo continually in his Mouth, whilft 
they carried him to Execution ; during all which 
Time he exhorted the People to read the holy Scrip- 
tures, and to inform themſelves of thoſe Soul-ſaving 
Truths which they contained. Many were affected 
with what he ſaid to them, and murmured againſt 
them for putting this Martyr to Death, and for the 
> Diſhonour they had ſhewn to the holy Bible; inſo- 
much that the Biſhops, to put a Stop to theſe Mur- 
murs, and to terrify thoſe who had talked fo boldly, 
ordered, by the Sound of a Trumpet, all the Inha- 
bitants of Avignon, and the whole Territory of Ve- 
nuaiſſin, to deliver to the Commiſſaries, which they 
| {ſhould name for that Purpoſe, all their Books in the 
French Language which treated of the holy Scripture. 
Such were the End and Circumſtances attending 
the Martyrdom of this courageous Bookſeller ; upon 
| whom we may ſay that the Biſbop of Aix and bis Bre- 
; 


thren exerciſed their whole Skill, and exhauſted every F 
Source of Cruelties and Fury, with which they in- ® 
ſpired the Butchers of the poor People of Merindol 

and Cabrieres. 


SEVEN 
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SEVEN BURNT ALIVE AT TOULOUSE. 


1544. — Towards the End of the Year 1543 thir- 
teen of the Reformed were taken up at Beaucaire, and 


put into two different Priſons, fix into one Priſon, 


near the Square-Tower, and the other ſeven into the 
Caſtle. They had obſerved, for ſome Time paſt, 
that they had not frequented the Congregations of 
the Romiſh Church ; that they had left their drinking 
Companions ; and that there was a great Change in 
their Lives and Converſations, They were taken up 
upon theſe ſuſpicious Symptoms, and detained at 
Beaucaire, until the fix that were in the Priſon near 
the Square-Tawer had found Means to make thcir 
Eſcape. They carried them to Toulouſe ; where they 
were firſt put to the Rack, and then burnt alive. 
'There was among others a Draper, named Antony 
Armandes, who was fo cruelly treated, when he was 
upon the Rack, that His BOWELS FELL OUT : Not- 
with/landing this, he was burnt, as they perceived he 
was {till alive, and had called upon the Name of the 
Lorp JESsus CHRIST. Theſe were the firſt Vic- 


tims of the Year 1544.* 


WILLIAM HUSSON. 


IVilliam Huſſon, an Apothecary, a Refugee of Blois 
for the J/ord of Gop, gave Gs to CoD, by his 
Martyrdom, this ſame Year. He earneltly endea- 
voured the Advancement of the Goſpel. For this 
End, being arrived at Rouen, he went to the Court- 


houſe, 


7 #. Burning- Chambers of the Parliament made a 
terrible Hzvock of the poor Reformed: They were exe- 
cuted in Numbers, ſometimes fourteen, f:xteen, and 
twenty, te gether ; and their Conſtaney and Chriſtian-like 
Behaviour touched the Spectators to the Quick, and in- 
duced them to examine, and afterwards to embrace, that 
Doctrine for which they ſaw fo many good Men ſuffering 
Death. Bexa, Lib. 1, Pag 53, Ec. quoted by Laval, 
Hiſt. Reform. Fran, Fel, l, Fo. 63, 


1 


. * 7 7 
4 4 e r 2 7 
A 1 . ; 2 
o - = 


* 
7 * 
E 


A m . 


the French Martyrs. 41 


houſe, where the Parliament commonly aſſembled ; 
and, after having dropt ſome little Books, which 
contained an Abridgement of the true Doctrine, and 
refuted the Errors of the Church of Rome, he in- 
ſtantly withdrew, paid his Ho/teſs, of whom he had 
before enquired at what Time the Parliament met, 
and mounted his Horſe, in order to go to Dieppe. 
When theſe Books were found, the Adventure made 
a great Noiſe. The Court were put into a great 
7 Commotion. They ordered the Gates of the City 
Z to be ſhut, They cauſed all the Inn-keepers to ap- 
pear before them, to inform them what People they 
had in their Houſes. The Landlady at whoſe Houſe 
Huſſon had put up told what ſhe knew of the Affair; 
that he had aſked at what Time the Parliament met, 
and that he had been but zZws Hours in the Town. 
They ſent Horſemen after him, in all the great 
Roads; and thoſe who took the Road to Dieppe over- 
took him, and brought him back to Rouen. He con- 
feſſed the Fact, and gave an Account of his Faith, 
and thereupon was condemned to be burnt alive. Af- 

ter Sentence of Death was pronounced againſt him, 

he was carried in a Cart from the Priſon over-againſt 

the Cathedral, accompanied by the Provincial of the 

* Carmelites, whom they had ſent to prepare him for 
Death. This Monk, having faſtened a Taper to 
HAuſſin's Hand, endeavoured to perſuade him to make 
* Confeſſioan, before an Image of the Virgin 
ary: But he poſitively refuſed it, and he directly 
lowered down the Taper which was faſtened to his 
Hand: Upon this, they cut out his Tongue. They 
brought him to the /zal- Market ; where the Carmelite 
3 madea long Sermon to the People, wherein he ſpoke 
of the Mercy of Gop, which Huſſen liſtened to with 
great Attention: But, when he ſpoke of the Merits 
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and Interceſſion of the Sainte, he turned his Head ® 

* away, and ſhewed, as much as he was able, by Signs 

and by his Diſcontent, how much he . diſapproved 

this Doctrine, and what Averſion he had to thoſe 
Errors ; 
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Errors: Whereupon the Monk exclaimed greatly, 
and told the People that this Man was damned and 
poſſeſſed with the Devil. After this he was drawn 
up in the Air; his Hands and Feet were tied; he 
was faſtened to a Cord, which ran through a Pulley; 
and thus he remained, hanging over the Fire, with- 
out being able to move himſelf, until he gave up 
the Ghoſt, in the Midſt of the Flames; for then they 
ſaw him move his Body a little, and hang down his 
Head. The ignorant Spectators ſaid that he was 


poſſeſſed with the Devil; but thoſe who were more 


intelligent maintained the contrary, becauſe he had 
not diſcovered any Signs of Deſpair, but, on the 
contrary, he had always his Eyes lifted up towards 
Heaven. here were ſome amongſt them ſo edified 
by his Conſtancy in ſuffering, that it was the Means 
to excite them to ſearch after, and to obtain, the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel.* _ 

1545. — There was a great Perſecution at Mets, 
in the Year 1545. Many were treated very cruel] 
by the Military, whom they ſent expreſsly again 
the Reformed. But we may read the Hiſtory of the 
Cruelties and Maſſacres of that Nature in Books 
written for that Purpoſe: Therefore I ſhall only 
ſpeak, in this Place, of thoſe who were condemned 
and executed by public Trials, and who have had 
Opportunity of bearing their Teſtimony to the Truth. 


FOURTEEN 


* At Rouen, one Mr. Huſſon, Apothecary of Blois, was 
condemned by the Parliament to be burnt, for having 
diſperſed ſome Pamphlets, about the Points of Religion, 
at the Riſing of the Parliament. He ſuffered Martyrdom 
with ſuch an uncommon Conſtancy, that many of the 
Spectators were enticed by that to examine into the Re- 
ligion for which he had ſuffered, and ſeveral embraced it. 
Lavels Hift. Keform. of Fran. Vol. 1, Fo. 39, quoted from 
Beza, Fo. 34- 
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FOURTEEN Burnt AT MEAUX. 


1546. — The following Year, which was the 
Year 1546, the Reformed of Meaux, in the Country 
of Brie, were alſo very cruelly perſecuted. The 
Weakneſs of Biſhop Briſonnet, who, as we ſaid be- 
fore, had begun to reform his Dioceſe, and had not 
Re ſolution enough to perfect this great Work, — 
this Weakneſs, 1 ſay, did not hinder many of thoſe 
who had been enlightened by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel from remaining more firm than the Biſbap 
himſelf, nor from cultivating carefully the holy Seed 
which they had already received, They had re- 
ſolved, for this Purpoſe, to meet together, and to 
form a Church after the Model of that which had 
been a little Time before formed at Straſburg. Be- 
ing therefore aſſembled, to the Number of forty or 
fifty Perſons, they proceeded firſt to the Election of 
a Miniſter, who might preach to them the Word of 
Gop, and adminifter the Sacraments; and, after 
they had all faſted and prayed for ſome Days, they 
choſe Peter le Clerc, a Moolcomber by Trade, but one 
who was very well acquainted with the holy Serip- 
tures, which he had read and frequently meditated 


upon, in the Tranſlations which had been made into 
French.“ 
Theſe 


The Year 1546 is remarkable for the cruel Perſecu- 
tion of the Reformed of Meaux. The Aſſembly they 
formerly had there had been diſperſed ever ſince the 


| Year 1523; but the Seed of the Word of Gop was ſo far 


from being ſtifled, that, on the contrary, it ſhot up and 
brought forth Fruit, by little and little ; inſomuch that, 
in France, they ſaid, by Way of Proverb, the Lutherans 
of Meaux. Now, ſome of them having been at Srraſburg, 
where was a French Church, formed firſt by Calvin, they 
took Notice how it was governed ; and, being returned 
to Meauæ, they encouraged their Brethien to follow that 
Pattern; which was unanimouſly agreed upon; and they 

elected 
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Theſe Elections, notwithſtanding what the Parti- 
ſans of Rome may ſay to the contrary, are very law- 
ful when either a Church is to be formed or re- 
eſtabliſhed. The Election of Pa/ors belongs, of 
Right, to the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, whom 
they are to teach, and who call them to the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel. It is properly this Election which 
gives them the Authority they have; they need no 
other, and there is none more lawful : All the Reſt 
is Nothing but Formality and Diſcipline, which do 
not take away the eſſential Right of Believers to 
chooſe their own Paſtors when Neceſſity requires.“ 
After the People of Meaux had choſen Peter le 
Clerc, and had fixed upon the Houſe of a Burgeſs of 
the City, named Stephen Mangin, a Man of Probity 
and advanced in Years, for the Place of Meeting, 
they met there regularly every Lord's-Day, and on 
Holidays, to hear the Reading and Expounding of the 
holy Scripture, to pray, to ſing Pſalms and other Hymns, 
and to receive the holy Sacrament, according to the In- 
ſtitution of Jesus CHRIST, as they did two or three 
Times.+ | 
Theſe holy Aſſemblies increaſed, every Day, in 
the Number of Perſons, in ſuch a Manner that they 
were often three or four hundred, who came there, not 
only out of the City, but alſo out of the Country, 


five or ſix Leagues round about, Such numercus 
Aſſemblies 


elected for their Miniſter, after Faſting and Prayers, one 
Peter le Clerc, a Carder, but an upright Man, well ſkilled 
in the holy Scriptures, though he knew but his Mother- 
Tongue, Lawal's Hiſt. Reform. of France, Vol. 1. Fo. 61. 

_ ® This is agreeable to the Judgement of the Church of 
Geneva, 

+ His [Peter le Clerc's] Cares and Diligence were 
blefſed with ſuch a Succeſs, that in a little Time lis 
Church was increaſed to about four hundred Perſons, not 
only of the City, but likewiſe of the neighbouring Vil- 
lages, who reſorted to the Houſe of one Manſicur Mangin. 
La val's Hiſt. Reform, Franc, Vol. I. Fo. 62. 
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Aſſemblies could not be a Secret for any long Time: 
They were diſcovered, The Magiſtrates having 
been informed that the Aſſembly was met, on the 
$th of September, at ſeven of the Clock in the Morn- 


ing, the Lieutenant of the City, the Provaſt, and 


ſome Officers, came to Mangin's Houſe ; and, going 
into the Room where the Congregation were met to- 
gether, found Le Clerc explaining a Paſſage of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. The Lieutenant de- 
manded what ſo many People did there together. 
Le Clerc anſwered, that he would ſhew and inform 
bim if he would have Patience to wait till he had 
done. The Lieutenant replied, they muſt go to Pri- 
ſon. Let us go, ſaid LE CLERC whereſoever the 
LorpD pleaſes. He ſuffered himſelf to be bound, 
without making the leaſt Oppoſition. There were 
alſo about ſixty others, who were taken, bound, and 
led away, without any Reſiſtance, to the City- 

Priſon, by ſix or ſeven Officers of Juſtice,* 
This Meekneſs is very worthy of Praiſe, and truly 
evangelical: But yet, when we are ſtronger than our 
Enemies, 


* Such a Number could not be long concealed. The 
8th of September the Lieutenant and the Provoſt of the City 
came with their Serjeants into the Houſe ; where they 
found a Company of ſixty Perſons, forty-one Men and 
nineteen Women, who were ſeized without any Reſiſt- 
ance, though they were in a Condition to reſiſt and-eſ- 
cape by Force, ſince the greateſt Part of their Brethren 
were in the Street, coming to their Devotion: But they 
ſubmitted themſelves to be tied with Ropes. Amongſt 
them there was a young Girl; who, ſeeing herſelf bound, 
ſaid to the Lieutenant, Sir, if you had found me ina public. 
houle, as you find me now in this boly Company, you would 
not hade tied nie ſo, They were carried together to Pri- 
ſon, praiſing Gop for the Honour he beſtowed on them 
to ſuff-r for his Name's-ſake ; and, though they paſſed 
amidſt their Brethren in the Streets, yet theſe, far from 
raiſing any Tumult, began to fing the Ixxixth P/alm. 
Lawal's Hiſt, Reform, Fran. Jul. I, Fo. 62. 
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Enemies, we may very juſtly defend ourſelyes againſt 
the 2 and Oppreſſion which take away the 
Liberty of Conſcience. It is a natural and a very 
lawful Right, and not in the leaſt oppoſite to the 
Spirit and Meekneſs of the Goſpel. Thoſe who 
were taken at Meauæx were, nevertheleſs, in the Right 
to behave as they did; becauſe, although the Offi- 
cels, to whom they ſtretched forth their Hands to be 
bound, were but few Perſons, yet they themſelves 
were but a Handful of Men in Compariſon of the 
Relt of the Inhabitants of Meaux, who were of the 
ſame Mind with their Enemies. Thus, upon the 
Whole, we- ſee about fixty-two Perſons, of both 
Sexes, and of different Ages, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves ro be led to Priion, where they were convinced 
they had no Reaſon to expect any other than the 
moſt cruel Treatment ; yet they went ſinging P/alms 
ali the Way thither. 

After this they prepared their Informations againſt 
them, wherein the Monks never failed to inſert many 
Slanders. At length all this great Number of Pri- 
ſoners were ſent to Paris; where, upon theſe In- 
formations, the Chamber of Vacations of the Parlia- 
ment condemned them, fourteen to be burnt alive, at- 
ter they had been racked with the utmoſt Severity, to 
make them diſcover their Favourers and their Fol- 
lowers ; one to be hanged by a Rope under his Armpits, 
until the others were burnt, then to be whipt, and at lai 
to be confined for Life, at the Expence of the Biſhop of 
Meaux, in the Convent of St. Pharon ; four of them 
to aſſiſt at this Execution, with Ropes round their 
Necks, and then to be whipt with Rods ; two of them, 
once only, through all the Croſs-Streets of Meaux, 
and the other two thrice, upon three following Days ; 
the Reſt to make a public Confeſſion of their Crimes, 
with a Taper in their Hand, Sc. and of all this 
great Number there were but four Women, who were 
ſet at Liberty, with a Charge only never to frequent 
any more theſe Aſſemblies, which they called Con- 

| | venticles; 
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wenticles; and fix young Women, or Girls, who were 
ſet at Liberty freely, without any Sentence, * 

After this Decree againſt them, the Enemies of the 
Goſpel did every Thing in their Power to endeavour 
to ſhake the Conſtancy of thoſe who were to be burnt 


alive; but without Effect, altnough they ſeparated 


them, to prevent their comforting and ſtrengthening 
one another. They then were ſent back to Meaux, 
to be executed there, according to their Sentence 
which had been paſſed upon them. 


COUBERON, 


"There happened one Thing very remarkable, upon 
the Road from Paris to Menus. As they paſſed through 
the Foreſt of Livri, a JYeaver, named Conberon, came 
up to the Carts wherein they were carried, and ex- 
horted them to ſuffer bolely for tne Truth of the Goſ- 
pel: But, as he perceived they could not all hear 
him, he lifted up his Hands on high, crying, with 
all 


When the Magiſtrate had drawn the Informations 
againſt them, they cauſed them to be tied down in Carts, 
and brought to Paris; where, being arrived, they were 
all put to the Rack ; and, the 4th of Ofober, fourteen Men 


Were ſentenced to be burnt alive, in the Great-Market- 


Place of Meaux, before the Houſe of Mr. Mangin, after 
they ſhould have ſuffered an extraordinary Torture, and 


| i all their Goods and Eſtates be forfeited. As for the Reſt, 


Mr. Jobn Picquery was condemned to be hanging by 


} Ropes under the Arm-pits during the Execution of the 


fourteen, then to be whipt and thut up for Life in the 
Monaſtery cf Sz. Faron. Iwo other Men were ſentenced 


1 to be whipt for three different Days, having Halters 
about their Necks, and then to be baniſhed. Two 


others were ſentenced to be whipt ; one of them once at 
Meaux, and a ſecond Time in a Village thereabouts, 


3 and then to be baniſhed. The Reſt of the Men and Wo- 
= men (except five Women, who were trelealſ:d without 


Puniſhment) were condemned to be preſent at the Exe. 
eution, then to make Amende honorable, La val Hiſt. 
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all his Strength, Ay Brethren, remember him who is 
in Heaven, The Guard, who eſcorted the Priſoners, 
ſeeing this Action, did not doubt but he was a Lu- 
theran: They ſeized him, bound him as they had 
done the others, and put him into the Cart with thoſe 
whom they eſteemed the moſt criminal. This Man 
comforted them very much ; he exhorted them, and 
gave them freſh Courage to undergo the Torments 
which they were very ſoon to ſuffer, and which they 
all bore with great Reſolution, and with a Steadineſs 
which cannot be too much admired. 

This Veaver may be compared to that ancient 
_ Martyr which the primitive Chriſtians called Ad- 
auctus, becauſe he voluntarily offered himſelf to be 
martyred, to increaſe the Number of ſome Chriſ- 
tians whom he met as they led them to Execution. 
Thus theſe Priſoners were all brought back to Meaux, 
where the Sentence was executed in its utmoſt Rigour. 


PETER LE CLERC, STEPHEN MANGIN, 
MICHAEL CAILLON, JAMES BOUCHE- 
BEC, JOHN BRISBARRE, HENRY HUTI- 
NOT, FRANCIS LE CLERC, THOMAS 
HONNORE, JOHN BAUDOUIN, JOHN 
FLESCHE, JOHN PEQUERI, PETER PE- 
QUERI, JOHN MATIFLON, AND PHILIP 
PETIT. 


Amongſt the fourteen who were to be burnt there 
were two who were drawn on Sledges to Execution : 
Theſe were Peter le Clerc and Stephen Mangin ; of 
whom we have ſpoken before. The latter had his 
Tongue cut out as he came out of Priſon; nevertheleſs 
he was heard three Times to ſay, diſtinctly enough 
to be underſtood, Bleſſed be Gor. There were ſeven 
more who had their Tongues cut out. They ſuffered 
all their Torments with ſo much Courage, that their 
Names deſerve to be recorded, that they may be Ex- 
amples to thoſe who ſhall be called to the like Trials, 
to be imitated and admired by all the Faithful, in 

| whatſoever 
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whatſoever Eſtate they may be. Theſe were the 
Names of the fourteen who were burnt alive: Peter 
Le Clerc, Stephen Mangin, Michael Caillon, James 


* Bouchebec, John Briſbarre, Henry Hutinat, Francis Le 


Clerc, Thomas Honnort, Jobn Baudouin, John Fleſche, 
2 Pequeri, Peter Pequeri, John Matiflon, and Phi- 
ip Petit. It is, without Doubt, a very wonderful 
Thing, that, amongſt ſo great a Number of Martyrs, 
there was not one to whom Gop did not give the 
Conſtancy to perſevere unto the End, in the Con- 
feſſion of the Truth, notwithſtanding the Horror of 
the Torments which they endured.* 


PETER BONPAIN. 


This horrible Execution cauſed many of the Re- 
formed of Meaux to retreat into divers Parts of the 
Kingdom, where they carried the Light of the Goſ- 
pel. Peter Bonpain, among others, went to Aubigny, 
where he had already greatly advanced the Kingdom 
of Jxsus CHRIST, and where he had converted many 
of the richeſt Merchants; inſomuch that the Re- 
formed aflembled there, from Time to Time, to 
pray, and hear the Reading of the holy Scriptures : 
But theſe Meetings did not endure for any lon 
Time: Bonpain was taken, carried to Paris, and 
burnt alive, upon the Proſecution of one D' Aubigny, 


a Scotchman, a covetous and wicked Man, who only 
wanted to enrich himſelf with the confiſcated Eſtates 
= of the wealthieſt Perſons - the Town. + 


PETER 


All theſe Sentences were reſpectively executed at 
Mzaux, on the 7th of Odtober. Mr. Mangin had his 
Tongue cut out before he was executed. Laval's Hit. 
Reform. Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 63. 

+ Mr. Peter Bonpain, Native of Meaux, having been 


4 obliged to come to Aubigny to avoid Perſecution, ſo well 


perſuaded many of the Inhabitants by his Converſation, 
mat they joined themſelves to the Aſſembly, where they 
convened together, to read ſome Chapters of the Bible. 

and 
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PETER CHAPOT, 


There was a great Number of Martyrs this Year. 
Peter Chaot, a young Man of Dauphiny, gave Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of the Goſpel, He had a Deſire 
to be a Martyr, and he obtained it this Year. Being 
come from Geneva, Where he commonly lived, to 
Paris, to fell a Parcel of Bibles to the Reformed, he 
was betrayed, and delivered into the Hands of Juſ- 
tice, by a Bookſeller of the Palace, named John An- 
drew, who had before bought and delivered many of 
them to the Preſident Lizet and other Enemies of the 
Goſpel. He had an engaging Smoothneſs and Flu- 
ency of Speech, and when he was taken up he knew 
ſo well how to captivate the Minds of his Judges, by 
a Speech which he made to them, that they gave him 
Leave to diſpute, in their Preſence, with the Doctors 
of the Sorbonne, There came three for that Purpoſe, 
who were for eſtabliſhing the Authority of the Coun- 
cils, and of the Cuſtoms uſed for many Ages: But 
Chapot ſhewed them clearly that they muſt always re- 
vert to the Hord of Gon, which ever ought to be the 
Rule of all Councils, He afterwards confounded 
them by the ſame Mord of Gop : But their Confu- 
ſion only tended to augment their Rage. They 
complained of the Judges, and reproached them for 
having ordered this Conference, contrary to the Cuſ- 


tom, which did not permit them ever to liſten to He- 


retics, and then they departed. By this Conduct the 
Priſoner ſhewed to thoſe o: the Chamber of Vaca- 
tions, who were his Judges, how unanſwerable his 


Keaſons were. He made a ſhort Prayer, to return 
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Thanks 


and to pray But he was arreſted, tried, condemned, 
and burzt, at Paris, at the Purſuit of the Lord D' Aubigay, 
a Scotch Lord, who coveted with Eagerneſs the For- 
feiture of the Goods of the richeſt Inhabitants of his 
Town. Laval Hi. Reform. Fran. Vol, I. Fo. 38. 
Beza, Fo. 34. 
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Thanks to Gop for aſſiſting him with his ſupporting 
Grace, whilſt he was maintaining the Cauſe of his 
Truth; and it ſeemed his Judges had a ftrong In. 
clination to ſet him at Liberty; but his Proſecutor 
inſiſted ſo much on the Bzrb/es he had ſold, that Cha- 


pot was called before them again. He ftill defended 


his Cauſe, and ſhewed that the Books which he had 
brought were all good Books, ſince there were none 
but Bibles, New-Teftaments, and Books which were 
entirely agreeable to, and founded upon, the holy 
Scriptures: But, notwithſtanding this, he was, by 
the far greater Number of them, condemned to be 
burnt alive, after having been put to the Rack, He 
underwent both theſe Puniſhments with great Con- 
ſtancy and Courage; and, when they gave him 


Leave to ſpeak, he gave an excellent Account of his 


Faith. MAdaillard, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, was aſe 
figned him, to prepare him for Death, or.rather to 
diſturb him; and there are ſome who ſay, that, at 
the Solicitation of this Doctor, the Words, Jeſus 
Maria, eſcaped him; becauſe he had promiſed him, 
that, if he would only prenounce thoſe Words, he 
ſhould not be burnt alive: But, when he had ſaid 
them, immediately recalling them, he cried out, O 
my Gop, what have I done! pardon me, O Lord ! 
and would have continued to have ſaid more, but 
Maillard cauſed the Cord to be drawn, and haſtened 
his Execution. If this ſhould be true, this Weak- 
neſs, followed with ſo ſudden a Repentance, is no 
Reaſon why he ſhould not be acknowledged for a 


true Martyr of Jesvs CHRIST. 


FRANCIS D'AU GL. 


Francis D' Augy was alſo, the ſame Year, con- 
demned and burnt alive, by an Order of the Parlia- 
ment of Thoulouſe. What is remarkable in this Mar- 
tyr is, that in the Midſt of the Flames he was heard 
to cry, with a loud Voice, Courage, my Brethren ! 
T fee the Heavens open, and the Son of Gop ready to re- 

os ceive 
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ceive me; and that many of the Reformed, who were 
at his Death, anſwered him alſo, with a loud Voice, 
without any one being brought into Trouble on that 
Account.“ ä 


STEPHEN POULLIOT. 


Stephen Poulliot, born at St, D' Auberville, near 
Caudebec, in Normandy, after having been a long 
'Time in Priſon, was alſo burnt alive, at the ſame 
Time, with a Bundle of Books, which they tied 
upon his Shoulders. Alas ! my Gop, ſaid he when . 
he went out of Priſon, before they had cut out his 
Tongue, is the World flill in Darkneſs, and does it 
know Nothing of the Truth £ He had great Reaſon to 
wonder at the extraordinary Blindneſs of Men, who 
ſo obſtinately reſiſted the manifeſt Light of the Nerd 
of Gop. He was burnt at Paris, at the Square 


Maubert. 


SERAPHIN any FOUR OTHERS. 


The Town of Langres, which is a Biſhop's See, 
and one of the moſt ancient of the Kingdom, had 
been for ſome Time enlightened with the Light of 
the Goſpel; and there was formed a little Congre- 
gation, by the Pains of a Chriſtian Man, named Se- 
raphin. They were diſcovered; and this Seraphin, 
with four others, was carried to Paris; where they 
were all burnt alive. The Reſolution, with which 
* theſe Martyrs went to their Execution, was ſo won- 
derful, that Francis Picard, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, 
who attended on them at their Execution, and who 
until that Time had been one of the moſt violent 
Perſecutors of the Reformed, was fo ſurpriſed at it, 
that he himſelf began to exhort one of the Martyrs to 


Patience. OGop be praiſed that you have changed your 
| Language, 


'# At Nonnay, in Vivarez, one Francis D' Augy was 
burnt, by the Sentence of the Parliament of Thoulou/e. 


Lawal's Hiſt, Reform. Fran, Vol. I. Fo. 63. 
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Language, ſaid the Martyr, with a ſmiling Counte- 
nance ; but, i you were in my Place, would you dare to 
boaſt that you ſhould have as much Patience as GOD gives 
me? This was the happy End of theſe five Martyrs, 
whoſe moſt cruel Enemies could not avoid admiring 
their Conſtancy and Fortitude, 


JOHN TAFFIGNON, JANE SEIOURN AM, 
SIMON MARESHAL, JANE BAILLI, WIL- 
LIAM MICHAUT, JAMES BOURLEREAU, 
AND JAMES BRETENAl. 


1547. — Theſe were not the only Reformed of 


Langres, who laid down their Lives for the Glory of 


the Lord JESUS CHRIS TH; there were ſeven others, 
who, the Year following, viz. 1547, were burnt for 
the ſame glorious Cauſe. John Taffignon and Simon 
Mareſchal were of this Number. Their Wives, 
Fug Sejournam and Fane Bailli, partook with them 

oth of the Sufferings and the Crowns of Martyr- 
dom, William Michaut, James Bourlereau, and Jams 
Bretenai, were the three others. 'They were all Na- 
tives of the Country of Langres. Jane Bailli, the 
Wife of Simon Mareſchal, ſignaliſed her Courage the 
moſt: She ſhewed that ſhe had a Reſolution to ſuffer, 
above her Sex, in exhorting the others to perſevere to 
the End, and her Huſband above all, to whom ſhe 
ſaid, that they were going to celebrate, by their Martyr 
dom, their true ſpiritual Marriage. As ſhe was the 

oungelt, ſhe was burnt the lat, and they did every 

hing in their Power to ſeduce her from the Truth; 


but ſhe was, as well as all the Reſt, aſſiſted with 


Strength more than human, and remained firm to 
the End, which was entirely happy. 


JOHN LANGLOIS. 


In this Year, John Langlois, a Counſellor, of Sent, 
in Burgundy, was burnt in the ſame Town, by a De- 
Gree of the Parliament of Paris, for the ſame Truths 

D 3 to 


= The Hiftory of 
to which ſo many other Martyrs had given their Teſ- 
timony,* 

LEONARD DU PRE. 


Leonard Du Pre was burnt about this Time, He 
was of Limoges ; a learned Man, and who, above all, 
had great Knowledge in the holy Scriptures. He 
was taken at Bar, upon the Seine, being diſcovered 
by two falſe Brothers, who had followed him from 
Dijon, and who betrayed him. He gave an Account 
of his Faith, and he ſupported it upon rang ſo 
clear, and ſo evident, that the Monts of the Town, 
who difputed with him, were conſtrained to confeſs 
the Truth of what he advanced: But this did by no 
Means prevent them from ſending him, with his Ex- 
aminations which they had taken, to Paris; where 
he was burnt as well as the Reſt, and where he died 
with the ſame Courage as Gop commonly gives ts 
his faithful Martyrs, 


JOHN BRUGIERE. 


Every one defired, at that Time, to ſhare theſe 
glorious Crowns, which adorned the Heads of the 
Witneſſes of JesUs CHRIsT ; and even thoſe who 
could lawfully avoid ſuffering very often reproached 
themſelves, eſteeming the Care they had taken to ſave 
their Lives to be no other than Cowardice, if they 
had happened in any Manner to have refufed Mar. 
tyrdom when they appeared to be called to it. This 
is apparent by the Hiſtory of John Brugiere, a Native 
of the Village of Formal, in Auvergne. He was ta- 
ken twice by the Officers of Juſtice of Montferran. 

'The 


The Firſt-Fruits of the Church of Sen, were offered 
up to Gop in the Perſon of Monſſeur John Langlois, an At- 
torney, a learned, pious, and ſober, Man, who was con- 
demned to be burnt, and executed, at the Inſtances of his 
own Uncle Barwille, Arcbdeacon of the Cathedral of Sens. 
Laval's Hift. Reform. Fran. Vol. I. Fe. 64. Beza, Lib. 1, 
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The firſt Time, having found Means to fave himſelf 
from going to Priſon, he was extremely grieved for fo 
doing, and often teſtified to his Friends how greatly 
he repented having fled from Martyrdom. He made 
a firm Reſolution never to draw back again, if Gop 
ſhould call him a ſecond Time to lay down his Life 
for his Glory. A little Time ſhewed that he was 
fixed in his Reſolution ; for, having been taken a 
ſecond Time by the ſame Officers of Montferran, he 
ſcarcely ſtaid until they interrogated him, in order . 
for him to give an Account of his Faith before the 
Judges; who, having prepared the Proceedings tor 
his Trial, ſent him to the Parliament of Paris; where 
he was condemned to the common Puniſhment, and 
from whence he was ſent back to Auvergne, to be 
executed at 1/ozre, according to the Directions of the 
Decree. 

When he was arrived there, a certain Inquiſitor, 
named Orri, a great Enemy to, and Perſecutor of, 
the Truth, was ſent to diſpute with him. He be- 
haved after the Manner of the Miſſionaries of our 
Days; therefore it was no difficult Matter for Bru= 
giere to confute him; which he did in the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt ſolid Manner. They even ſay he reaſoned 
ſo well, that the Inguiſitor, being himſelf convinced 
of the Truth which the Martyr maintained, would 
very willingly have mitigated his Puniſhment ; and 
he would have done it, if the Judges had dared to 
have altered any Thing in the Decree of the Parlia- 
ment. There came afterwards ſome Prieſts of the 
Town, who offered him a Cruciſix to worſhip; but 
he poſitively refuſed to commit this abominable /da- 
latry, ſaying, he worſhipped only the TRUE GoD, in 
oor and in Truth, They then aſked him ſeveral 

ueſtions, to be informed what were his Seatiments 
concerning the Virgin Mary. He aſſured them he ho- 
noured ber Memory very much, although he was very far 
from the Errors by which the Church of Rome diſhanoured 
her. He offered to ſpeak, before all the People, of 
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thoſe Things he had learned from the holy Scrip- 
tures ; but they would not permit him. At length, 
they preſſed him to take in his Hand a ſmall Crucifix ; 
he refuſed it again, ſaying, he muſt very ſoon carry 
the Cro/s upon his whole Body, and that he would 
carry it in the Strength of the Logp. | 
heſe Sentiments, joined with an extraordinary 
Zeal, could not but be accompanied with a ſtrong 
Reſolution to ſuffer. That of Brugiere was ſo ad- 
mirable, that he encouraged even the Executioner him- 
ſelf, who was to put him to Death, and whom the 
Horror of the Execution had terrified. He gave him 
his Hand to lift him up from a Fall which he had, 
ſaying to him, Chear up, my Friend; are you hurt? 
He was at length faſtened to a great Chain, having 
his Hands and Feet bound with a ſtrong Wire; and, 
being thus bound, he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, 
and prayed to Gop, with great Fervour, to give him 
ſuficient Strength to undergo the Death they had 
prepared for him. He prayed alſo for his Enemies, 
and he turned himſelf towards the Fire, which they 
had lighted up behind him: Then the Executioner 
drew from under his Feet the Board upon which he 
ſtood ; and thus he remained ſuſpended in the Air, 
in the Midſt of the Fire; which he bore without ſtir- 
ring or crying out, till, in bowing down his Head, 
he peacefully gave up the Ghoſt. The People, ſee- 
ing a Stedfaſtneſs ſo very extraordinary, cried out, 
A Miracle! a Miracle! Some even gave Thanks to 
Gop, that they had ſeen a Martyr die in their Time; 
and theſe Murmurs were carried to ſuch a Height, 
that the Officers of Fuftice, the Inquiſitor, and the Exe- 
cutioner, being frightened therewith, fled with the 
utmoſt” Speed to Hoeferran, which is / Leagues 
from Meere, without waiting till the Body was wholly 
conſumed: Even the Rector of [//o#re, like a ſecond 
' Balaam, could not avoid 2 to die in the Faith 
of Brugiere. Such was the Fruit of the conſtant 


Perſeverance of this holy Martyr, who had learnt to 
| deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe all the Horrors of the moſt crue] Death, be- 
ng aſſured that it was the Paſſage to a Life of Glory. 


A SCHOLAR and JOHN MICHEL Bun Ar 
: BOURGES. 


At this Time they burnt, at Bourges, a Scholar, at 


the Solicitations of the Monks of St. Sulpice; and, a 


Month after, they burnt there alſo John Michel, who 
had been of the Order of St. Bennet, and who after- 
wards had ſome Knowledge of the Truth. He re- 
treated into Switzerland, to be better inſtructed ; and, 
having brought back great Goſpel Light into his 
Country, even in the Hebrew Tongue, of which. he 
had conferred with. ſome Jews in travelling through. 
Avignon, he was condemaed firſt at Bourges, and at 
length he was burnt there, after his Sentence had been 
confirmed by the Parliament of Paris. The Firmneſs 
and Reſolution, with which he ſuffered, very much 
edified all the People who were Witneſſes of it. He 
made an excellent Prayer, at the Place of Execution, 
which extremely moved every one who heard it. 


FRANCIS FARDEAU, SIMON LE ROVER, 
JOHN DE LA VIGNOLE, DENNIS SAU- 
REAU, and. WILLIAM DE REU, 


Five of the Reformed alſo ſuffered. the ſame Death 
at Angers; who were ſurpriſed in the private Aſſem- 
blies, which they held to inſtruct and build up them» 
ſelves, more and more, in the Knowledge of the 
Truth. Prancis Fardeau and Simon le Royer were the 
two firſt; Jobn de la Vignole, Dennis Saureau, and 
IWilkam de Reu, were the three others, who in this 
Town. ſealed, by a happy Death, the Profeſſion of 
the Truth, and who were as a holy Seed, which very 
ſoon produced a plentiful Harveſt of Believers, through 
out the whole Province of Angou, and all the Country: 
round about Angers. 
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SAINCTIN NIVET. 


1548. — Perſecution did but augment more and 
more the Zeal'of the Reformed; and, it feems, that, 
from a Deſire to excel one another, they ſtrove to give 
Proofs of their Love to the Truth in the Midſt of the 
Torments, which they endured for the Honour of Je- 
$8Us CHRIST. Sainctin Nivet was one of thoſe who 
manifeſted, moſt evidently, how much he had this 
Deſire at Heart. He was born at Meaux; and, when 
the fourteen Martyrs, whoſe Hiſtory I have before re- 
lated, were burnt there, he retired to Mont Beliard, 
where the Doctrines of the Goſpel had been already 
received; but, as he found himſelf ſo weak, that he 
could not, by his Labour, maintain himſelf and his 
Family, but that he muſt, of Neceſſity, be a Charge 
to the Church, he reſolved to return to the Combat, 
notwithſtanding the Remonſtrances both of the Miniſ- 


ters and his Wife, to whom he gave this Reaſon for 


his Return; that Eaſe exſtinguiſhed Zeal, and that 
* he muſt rekindle it by the Fire of Perſecution.” 
With this Deſign he returned to Meauæx, and, having 
expoſed to Sale ſome Pieces of Mercery Goods, at the 


Fair of St. Martin, he was known, and fent to Pri- 


ſon. As he defired Nothing better, there was no Need 
to preſs him much to give an Account of his Faith. 
He made a Confeſſion thereof, and bore Witneſs to the 


Truth, with ſo much Boldneſs, that he even deman- 
ded, of thoſe who examined him, if they dared deny 


the Truths which he maintained. He aſked no Fa- 


vour of the Judges for himſelf; but he exhorted them 


boldly, to take more Care of their own Salvation than- 


T5 they had done hitherto, and to think of the Account 
they had to give to the LoxD Jesus CHRIST for the 


innocent Blood they had ſhed, in making War againſ 
thoſe who made Profeſſion of the Truths of his Goſ- 
pel. Theſe Remonſtrances only exaſperated theſe 
People; becauſe they liſtened to Nothing but their 
own Rage, He was condemned to the common Puniſh- 

| ment 
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ment and Tortures; and the Governor of Meaux, 
ſeeing the extraordinary Fervor of this Man, prayed 

the Preſident Lizet, that he might be executed at Pa- 

ris; left, ſaid he, he ſhould overturn all that had been done 

at Meaux; that is to ſay, left he ſhould edify the 
Church of God by his Courage: therefore they cauſed 

him to be burnt at Paris, without omitting any of the 
Crueltics, which they had been accuſtomed to exerciſe 4 
upon the faithful Servants of Gon. 


1-20 OCTOVIAN BLONDELL. 
| This faithful Martyr made a happy End; and, al- 
though ſometimes Believers are ſubject to dangerous 
Falls, yet, when Gop recovers them by his Grace, 
and ſhews them their Sin, into which they are fallen, 
either through Fear or Weakneſs, they have as great 
Reaſon to praiſe Gop, as if they had always perſeve - 
red, Octovian Blindell is, in this, a very remarkable 
Example. He was a Lapidary, born at Tours, in Tou- 
rain, but reſided chiefly at Lyons for the Conveniency 
of his Buſineſs. He was very rich, but, nevertheleſs, 
he was a Man of Probity, of ſtrict Honour, faithful 
in his Dealings, and very much eſteemed by all who 
knew him, His Wealth made many long to be Maſ- 
ters of it, and his Probity and his courteous Behaviour 
made him ſuſpected of being a Lutheran, He had te- 
proved his He for ſome immodeſi Words and ſupenſtiti- 
ous Actions; and this Hoſt, to ſatisfy his Revenge, 
went to the Chanter of the great Church, whoſe Name 
was Gabriel Saconnai, to acquaint him with what had 
Paſſed between them, and thereby to draw Blondell un- 
der the Suſpicion of Hereſy. Saconnai was one of thoſe 
who, for ſome Time, had had his Eye upon Blondell's 
Riches: He imagined, if he could convict him of be- 
ing a Lutheran, he ſhould eaſily obtain the Confiſcation 
of his Eſtate; he therefore accuſed him and made h'm 
a Priſoner. He was afterwards examined; and, ha- 
ving made a pious Confeſſion of his Faith, Saconnai 
was defirous to ſeize _ Effects, to make him- 
ſelf 


— 9 


bo The Hiſtory of 
ſelf ſure of the Enjoyment of them; but the Martyr's | 
Friends had taken ſuch Care of them, that his Hopes 


were entirely fruſtrated, 
But this did not ſtop him from proſecuting Blondell 
with the ſame Ardour, to get him condemned to Death, 
although the Priſoner, at the Sollicitation of his Re- 
lations and Friends, had retradted his former Confeſ- 
ſion, and had made a ſecond contradictory to the firſt: 
However, he ſucceeded at laſt; and, notwithſtanding 
"his Recantation, he was condemned to Death, by a 
Sentence given againſt him at Lyons: But Blondell ap- 
pealed from it to the Parliament of Paris, whereto he 
was conducted, and where he repented of the Sin he 
had committed ; for, a Friend of his, who was a Be- 
hever, having found Means to ſpeak to him, as he 
came out of the Prifon at Lyons, ſo plainly and pow- 
erfully repreſented to him the Enormity of the Sin he 
had committed, that he convinced him he had feared 
Men more than Gop; and the Exhortation he gave 
him to repair his Fault was ſo efficacious, that, when 
the Commiſſaries of the Parliament aſked him, which 
of the two Confeſſions he would abide by, he anſwe- 
red, that he would live and die by the Faith of the FIRST; 
and that he had never made the ſecond, but through the 
Temptation of the Devil, who had made Uſe of the Friends 
of bis Body to ſeduce him, praying GoD, that he would 
not lay this Sin to his Charge, but give him Grace to ſtand 
firm in the Confeſſion of his Truth. Upon this Confeſſion 
the Sentence of Lyons was confirmed, and he was burnt 
alive at Paris, for Fear, if they had fent him back to 
Lyons, his Friends, who were many and powerful, 
mould reſcue him by the Way. Thus he repaired 
his former Fault, both by his Repentance and by his 
godly Joy, with which he ſuffered Death for the 
Truth. And thus it was, that Gop, by his power- 
ful Grace, raiſed his Servant from his Fall, and from 
the Danger of eternal Death, wherein the Weakneſs of 
Nature had precipitated him. Thoſe, who have com- 
mitted the like Crimes, doubtleſs ought to beg ince+ 
9 ſantly 
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ſantly of God, to grant them the Grace of a like Re- 
turn to him. | 


HUBERT BURRE. 


1549. HENRY II. — In March in the following 
Year, which was 1549, Hubert Burri, a Native of 
Dijon, was condemned to be burnt there, by an Order 
of the Parliament of that Town. He was a young 
Man, of about nineteen Years of Age, and who, not- 
withſtanding his Youth, reliſted the Tears of his Re- 
lations, and all the Sollicitations that his Friends 
could make him to ſhake his Reſolution, which was 
manifeſtly ſapported by the ſupernatural Strength of 
the SpIRIT oF Gop, who aſſiſted him to overcome 
all theſe Trials, and kept him perfevering, until the 
Order of his Condemnation was completely executed. 


STEPHEN PELOQUIN. 


The ſame Year, Stephen Peloquin, born at Blots, 
but whoſe Family lived at Geneva, to which Place he 
had retired, having been arreſted at Chateau Renard, 
as he was conducting ſome of the Reformed of Orleans 
and Blois to Geneva, to place them in Safety from the 
Heat of Perſecution, was condemned, by the Coun» 
ſellors of the Chambre ardente of Paris, to have his 
Tongue cut out, and to be burnt alive; and he ſuffered 
all theſe Tortures with a Courage which aſtoniſhed 
even the Enemies of the Fruth. 


ANNE AUDEBERT. 


Of all thoſe who were taken with him, there was 
none but Anne Audebert, Widow of Peter Geneft, an 
Apothecary of Orleans, who, without fearing Man, 
remained firm in the Confeſſion of the Truth. She 
was condemned at Paris, and burnt alive at Orleans. 
When ſhe was going out of Priſon, in order to go to 
the Place of Execution, and ſaw the Cord with which 
ſhe was to be bound, O my Gop, ſaid ſhe, how beau- 
tiful is the Girdle that my Spouſe gives me! This - my 
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ſecond Marriage; IJESsus CHRIST 7s going to be my ſe- 
cond Huſband ! The Day of her Execution brought 
this Thought to her Mind; it was Saturday, and ſhe 
recollected that ſhe was married on a Saturday: She 
thereupon, with a good Deal of Joy and Courage, 
got up into the Tumbrel, or Dung-Cart, which was 
appointed to convey her to the Place of Execution, 
She died with a Courage which teſtified, to all thoſe 
who were Witneſſes of her Death, that there is no 
Wiakneſs in the female Sex, when they are aſſiſted with the 
extraordinary Support of GRACE, 


A COUNTRY TAILOR. 


The following Example ſhews us, that Gop does 
not deſpiſe the poor and mean Condition of Perſons, any 


more than the Weakneſs of the female Sex; and that, 


without Reſpect of Perſons, he beſtows the extraordi- 
nary Gifts of his Grace to all thoſe who put their Truſt 
in him, making Choice often of the weak Things of the 
World to confound the firong and powerful of the Age. A 


Country Tailor, whoſe Name we do not know, who was 


a very poor Man, and very unſkilful in his Buſineſs, but 
rich in Faith and the Knowledge of the Goſpel, had 
been, for ſome Time, in the Priſon of the Conciergerie, 
whither he had been ſent by the Deputy Proveft of the 
Houſehold, at the Time when King Henry II. amidſt 
the Diverſions which he took, and the Feaſts which 
he made, in the Beginning of his Reign, reſolved to 
divert himſelf with hearing a Diſputation with a La- 
theran; believing, aſſuredly, that it would be no diffi- 
cult Matter to confound him in Argument. He gave 
Orders, therefore, that they ſhould bring him one of 
thoſe, who were then Priſoners in the Priſon of the 
Conciergerie. '| here were in the Priſon, at that Time, 
many learned Men, who were very able to expoſe and 
confute the Errors of the Church of Rome; but the 
Cardinal of Lorraine, whom they alſo called the Car- 
dinal de Guiſe, ordered Things in ſuch a Manner, that, 


among all the Priſoners, they ſhould chooſe him whom 


they 
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they thought to be the moſt ignorant, and, conſe- 
quently, the leſs likely to give the King any good Im- 
preſſions of the pure Doctrine, and the moſt proper to 
augment the Contempt and Averſion which he had 
already conceived for thoſe who made Profeſſion of it. 
They therefore choſe, for this Diſputation, the poor 
Country Tailor whom J have mentioned. They brought 
him directly before the King, in his privy Council, 
and, after they had aſked him many Queſtions, to all 
which he had anſwered them much better than they 
expected from him or the Cardinal defired, he began 
to ſpeak boldly, both againſt the Errors of the Church 
of Rome, and the Ambition of the Clergy. Diana, of 
Poitiers, Dutcheſs of Valentinois, the King's Miſtreſs, 
having heard that there was a Lutheran at Court, deſi- 
red alſo to ſee and hear him. The King ordered the 
Country Tailor to be brought into her Chamber, and 
ordered Caſtelanus, Biſhop of Maſſon, to interrogate 
him, which he did upon all the Heads of Doctrine; 
to which he anſwered him very properly, without he- 
ſitating in any Manner, after having given Thanks to 
God, for calling him to confeſs and defend his Truth 
before ſo great a King. The Biſhop of Maſſon and 
ſome others, not finding their Account in a ſerious 
Diſputation, began to turn the Whole into Ridicule, 
and treated him haughtily. They ſay, that even the 
Dutcheſs of Valentinois began to rally him as well as the 
Reſt; but he told them all, that this was not a Matter 
of Raillery, He reproved alſo the Dutcheſs very ſharp- 
ly and boldly, whom he looked upon to be, and who 
was in Fact, the principal Cauſe of theſe Perſecu- 
tions; he reproved her very ſharply for her Conduct, 
telling her, that it was not her Province to meddle 
with the Affairs belonging to Religion; and he told 
her,, at length, that, in his Fetters, he enjoyed a per- 
fe Freedom, and that he regarded neither * Power nor 
| Riches, 

* The Duche/s of Valentinois and the Lorraine Princes 
(the Duke of Guiſe and the Cardinal of Lorraine) perſe- 
cuied 
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Riches, when they were not accompanied with Vir- 
tue. 


The King was exaſperated at this Boldneſs, and he 
commanded that they ſhould carry him back to Pri- 
ſon, and haſten his Trial. A few Days after, he was 
condemned, by the Prove! of the Houſehold, to be 
burnt alive, and he was executed in the Street of St. 
Antony, before the Couture St. Catharine. The King 
reſolved to be a J/itne/s and Spectator of his Execu- 
tion; f but this Pleaſure coſt him very dear; for, by 
it, he loſt his Peace of Mind, and the Image of this 
Man was imprinted ſo deeply in his Mind, that he 
could not get rid of it Night nor Day for the Martyr, 
during his Execution, had his Eyes always fixed upon 
him, without intermiſſion, thereby ro manifeſt to 
him, the more convincingly, how great his Stedfaſt- 
neſs was in the Midſt of the Tortures which he ſuffe- 


red.} Thus died this Martyr, who teſtified, by his. 
Actions, 


cuted the Sectaries, (which Name was given thoſe who 
adhered to the Doctrines of Luther and Calvin, but they 
were actuated by different motives : for, the Ducheſs en- 
riched herſelf by the Spoils of thoſe who were con- 
demned ; and the Lorraine Princes eſtabliſhed their Autho- 
rity by ſhewing themſelves zealous in the cauſe of reli- 
gion. Chalon's Hift. Fran. Vol. II. Fo. 161. As the for- 
feited Goods of the Reformed had been. allowed her, (the 
Ducheſs of Valentinois, ) ſhe made Uſe of talſe Witneſſes 
to increaſe that Income. Lawal's Hift. Reform. Fran. 
Fol. Is Fo. 72. 

+ The Proteſtants were perſecuted with great Rigour ;. 
the uſual Puniſhment was to burn. them alive; and even 
the King himſelf was preſent, at Paris, at the Execution 
of ſome of them in this Manner. Chalon's Hiſt. of Fran. | 
Fol. II. Fo. 143. Bexe, Hiſt. de la Reform. lib. xi. p. 79. 
quoted by Laval, Vol. I. Fo. 75. | | 

t Mezeray, in his abridged Hiſtory of France, gives the 
following Account of the Tranſactions of this Year in 
Matters of Religion. The Year 1549 was almoſt en- 
«« tirely ſpent in Rejoicings and Drinking: bouts. © 1 

Birth. 
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Actions, that, under a mean Appearance, we often 
find the moſt noble and moſt courageous Hearts. 


FLORENCE VENOT. 


This ſame Year, Florence Venot, born at Courgivot, 


near Sedan, in Brie, was burnt alive, at the Square 
Maubert, 


& Birth of a ſecond Son of the King, of whom his Queen 
«© was brought-to-bed at Sr. Germain's, was one of the 
« Cauſes of theſe Feaſts, — When the Court was tired 
«© of theſe Paſtimes they changed the Scene, and Religion 
« ſucceeded to Gallantry, There was a general Proceſſion 
* at Notre-Dame, where the King aſſiſted. This he did 
«« to teſtify, by this public AR, his Zeal for — 
«© the Religion of his Anceflors, and of puniſhing thoſe 
„ who ſhould oppoſe it. This he confirmed by the moſt 
« ferrible Executions of a great Number of unhappy 
« Proteſtants, who were burnt at the Greve. They raiſed 
«© them up on high with a Pulley and a Chain, then they 
let them fall down into a great Fire, and this they re- 
% peated /ewveral Times, He even reſolved to fea his 
« Eyes with theſe tragical Spectacles; and it is ſaid that 
* the horrible cries of one of the/e unhappy Men alfected bis 
« Mind fo firongly, that he had, from Time to Time, all his 
% Life after, the moſt troubleſome and affiitive Remembrance. 
«© However that was, this is certain, that the Smell of 
« thoſe, whom they roa/ted in this Manner, dwelt upon 
„ the Minds of many of the People; who, ſeeing on 
„the one Hand their /a//e Courage, and, on the other, 
„ the scCanDaLous Disso0LUTENEss of the Court, 
called theſe Condemnations a Perſecution, and their Suf- 
„fring MAaRTYRDOM.” Merz. Hi. de Fran. abreg. 
Tom. V. Fo. 656. This Author, though a Roman Catho- 
lic, yet is obliged to confeſs the Martyrs behaved with 
Courage, though he calls it a falſe Courage. | 

They were put to Death with a much greater [nhuma- 
nity than under Francis I. for, being tied to a Pulley, 
they were let down, little by little, into the Fire; and, 
when they began to feel it, they were drawn up again 
and ſo on, till they were roaſted by Degrees, and expired 
amidſt the moſt exquiſite Pains, Laval , Hiſt. Reform. of 
Fran. Vel. L Fo. 75. | 
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Aaubert, after having been, for fix Weeks, in a Pit, 
or Dungeon, which they called Hippocrates's Sleeve, 
becauſe it was dug down to a ſhort Point towards the 
Bottom, and was broad at the Top, like a Bag 
which they filtered any Thing through. This is, with- 
out Diſpute, one of the moſt cue! Tortures that the 
Rage of the Enemies of Gop hath ever invented; for 
they can neither ſit, nor lie, nor land upright: The 
Uneaſineſs and Pain of it is continual; and thoſe who 
invented them ſay, it is impoſſible to be there above a 
Forinight, without being in Danger of loſing one's Life, 
or of running mad; nevertheleſs, this illuſtrious Mar- 
tyr endured all theſe Torments, and all the Pain and 
Reſtleſſneſs that attended his uneaſy Situation, with 
great Reſolution, and thereby ſhewed his Enemies, 
that he had Fortitude ſufficient to ſurmount all theſe 
Torments; and he told them, that he hoped Gop 
would give him Grace to perſevere to the End, and to 
bleſs his holy Name at his Death. At length, he had 
the Accompliſhment of his Deſires ; for, after having 
been a Spectator of the Execution of ſome other Mar- 
tyrs, who were executed the ſame Day at Paris, and, 
after having been degraded from the Order of Prie/t- 
hood, which he had formerly taken, he was, at laſt, 
burnt alive as well as the Reſt. He had his Tongue cut 
out before he was carried to Execution; but that did 
not prevent him from encouraging his Brethren, by 
Signs, in looking up to Heaven, to exhort them to 
place their Hopes there. 


LEONARD GALIMAR. 


Leonard Galimar was one of thoſe who was burnt 
there that Day ; and who was alfo degraded from the 
Order of Pri:/thiad, He had been fome time at Ge- 
neva, and he endeavoured to perſuade the Families of 
the Reformed to retire to that City, He was taken 
at 


La Chauſſe & Hippocras, Hippocrates? Sleeve : A filter- 
ing Bag is ſo called by Apothecaries. 
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at Cheri, near Blais, as he was conducting ſome of 
them to that Place, and he was carried to Paris, 
where his Courſe was happily and gloriouſly finiſhed, 


CLAUDIUS THIERRI. 


I550. — The Year following, which was 1550, 
Claudins Thierri was one of the firſt Victims that was 
ſacrificed. He was a young Journeyman Apothecary, 
who was born at Chartres. In returning from Geneve, 
he was taken, and condemned at Orleans. He would 
not, at the firſt, appeal from this Sentence; but his 
Relations and Friends ſollicited him to do it fo ſtrong- 
ly, that he conſented to it at laſt, and appealed, from 
the Judgement paſſed on him at Orleans, to the Parli- 
ament of Paris, where the Sentence was confirmed; 
and he was ſent back to Orleans, where he was burnt 
alive, and diſplayed the like Courage with other Mar- 
tyrs. 


JOHN GODEAU axd GABRIEL BERAUDIN. 


There were alſo this Year two Martyrs, who were 
burnt at Chamberi, and who were diſcovered by having. 
dared to find Fault with a Pri for profaning the ſa- 
cred Name of Gop; for, at that Time, thoſe, who 
on theſe Occaſions ſpake for Gop, were manifeſtly 
Lutherans, The Name of one of theſe was Jahn Go- 
deau, born at Chinon, in Touraine. He was executed 
the firſt ; but, becauſe the other, who was Gabriel Be- 
raudin, a young Man, who was born at Loudun, had 
Raggered alittle when he was in Priſon, for Fear of 
the Tortures, which, he apprehended, he muſt ſuffer, 
his Execution was poſtponed, to try if they could not 
turn him entirely: But the conſtant Perſeverance of 
his Companion, and his glorious End, re-eſtabliſhed 
him ſo effectually, that, for the great Ardour which 
he ſhewed, they cut out his Tongue; notwithſtanding 
which, he ſpake ſufficiently intelligible to be under- 
ſtood, and to praiſe Gor to the End; becauſe, pro- 
bably, his Tongue was not properly cut out, . — 

OD 
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Gop makes Uſe of good Examples, and many other 
Means which he accompanies with his Grace, to ſup- 


— the Faith of thoſe who ſtagger and are ready to 
ail, 


MACE MOREAU. 


Mace Moreau was alſo condemned this Year to the 
common Puniſhment, by the Lieutenant of Troyes. 
The Deſire of being inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
the Truth had cauſed him to go to Geneva; and, as 
he had formerly lived by carrying, from Place to Place, 
Images, Chaplets, and other Things, tending to inflame 
the Superſtition of the Papiſis, when he was enligh- 
tened with the Light of the Goſpel, he choſe other 
Wares to trade with, He took large Parcels of Bibles 
to carry from Place to Place, which he fold through- 
out the Kingdom, ufing, at the ſame Time, the great- 
eſt Precautions which it was poſſible for him to do. 
It was very difficult to carry on this Trade long, with- 
out being diſcovered. He was betrayed at Troyes, 
where, having addreſſed himſelf to a Cap-maker, na- 
med Nicolas Vaultherin, who pretended to be a Proteſ- 
tant, in order to entrap him, he offered him one of 
his Books. The Cap-maker ſeized him immediately, 
and led him to the Lieutenant-Criminal, who, after ba- 
ving examined him, commanded that his Bales of 
Books ſhould be examined in his Preſence. At length, 
they ſent him to Priſon ; they loaded him with Fetters; 
they racked him in the moſt extreme Manner, to make 
him confeſs if there were any more of his Religion in 

the Town. He ſuffered all theſe Torments with the 
greateſt Reſolution. He rejected all the Offers which 
the Monks made him to confeſs himſelf to them, and 
he reſiſted all others who endeavoured to turn him out 
of the Way of Salvation. At laſt, he was carried to 
the Place of Execution, praiſing God, and he ſang 
Pſalms till the Fire ſilenced him. 


A 
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A BOOKSELLER Ar BOURGES, 


A Bookſeller, who carried on much the ſame Trade, 
was alſo diſcovered at the fame Time, at Bourges. He 
carried a Letter to a Counſellor of the * Preſidial, named 
Vaiſſe, who knew the Truth, but dared not to make 
an open Profeſſion of it. He was his Judge: Never- 
theleſs, inſtead of encouraging him, he did every 
Thing in his Power to make him diſſemble his Senti- 
ments, in order to ſave his Life, but without Effect. 
Seeing he would not conient to be guilty of this Cow- 
ardice, Thou ſbalt die, ſaid he to him, ſince thou wilt 
die. The Bookſeller deſired him to do Nothing againſt 
his Conſcience; but this did not prevent him from 
ſigning his Sentence of Condemnation, which was 
confirmed by the Parliament ot Paris, where he was 
afterwards burnt, When Vaiſſe had an Account of 
his Death, he was fo cruelly tormented with R-morſe of 
Conſcience, that he grew melancholy, took to his Bed, and 
died ſame few Days afterwards, crying out moſt terri- 
bly, from Time to Time, which ſhewed the unhappy 
State of his Mind. This ſerves as an Example to 
ſuch Judges, who, on the like Occaſions, betray their 
Conſciences, in condemning thoſe whom they know 
to be innocent, and whoſe Virtue they cannot but ad- 
mire. 


CLAUDIUS MONIER. 


1551. — Claudius Monier, who was born at St. 
Amand, in Auvergne, was called to Martyrdom the 
Year following, viz. 1551. He had kept, for ſome 
Time, a public School at ere, and afterwards at 
Clermont, the Capital of the Province, where he had 
inſtructed Scholars in the Fear of Gop ; and, becauſe 
he had taught them ſome Knowledge of his Word, 
he was ſuſpected of HERESVY, deprived of his School, 
and, at length, obliged to retire to Lauſanne, to elude 
the Search they made after him; for he had publicly 
preached the Vord of Gop in many Parts of the Pro- 

VINCE, 
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vince. He ſpent ſome Time in that Town, where he 
continued to ſtudy, and where he fortified himſelf in 
the Knowledge of the Truth. He weat afterwards to 
Lions, where they entruſted to his Care the Education 
of ſome Children. He was taken there, upon his Re- 
turn from conducting one of his Chriſtian Friends in 
making his Eſcape, and whom he had informed, that 
the Provaſt ſought to apprehend him: For, being re- 
turned to the Houſe of this Friend, to comfort his 
Wife, and to give an Account to his Family of the 
Place where he had left him, and of the State he was 
in, the Prove/t found him there when he went to take 
the other; and, ſuſpecting he was of that Religion 
which they perſecuted, 8 him before the O- 
cial; to whom Manier gave an Account of his Faith 
without the leaſt Fear. He was, in the End, ſent to 


Priſon, from whence he wrote to all the Reformed in 


Lions a very edifying Letter; in which he gave an Ac- 
count in what State and Condition he then was, and 
of the Anſwers he had given to thoſe who had exami- 
ned him concerning the Articles of his Faith, At 
length, he preſented a Petition, for which they con- 
fined him in the A becauſe it was penned very 
free and very bold. He had therein compared the Yoke 
of the Reformed of thoſe Times, to the Yoke which 
the 1/raelites formerly bore in Egypz. He was there 
three or Foe Months, and perſevered, to the laſt, in 
all his Torments with much Patience. He was de- 
clared a Heretic, degraded from his Orders, by the 
Suffragan of the Archbiſhop of Lions. and delivered over 
to the ſecular Power, to be condemned to the uſual Pu- 
niſhment ; he having been, for that Purpoſe, brought 
to the Priſon of Roiianes, where the Sentence of Con- 
demnation was announced to him. 

In waiting for the Hour of his Execution, they 
gave him fome Fiſh for Dinner: He ate a littie of it. 
As he was taking this, his laſt Repaſt, there came 
two Cordeliers to him; who, after ſome little Diſ- 
courfe about Religion, which our Martyr eaſily con- 
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futed, they ſaid, inſulting him, (and with that Inſo- 
lence which is fo peculiar to Monts, ) that it was not 
fit for him to waſte his Time in eating, and that he 
ought to think of another Kind of Food, Monier 
meekly anſwered them, that he ate to frengtben his 
Body, that it might be able to maintain the Combat which 
he was engaged in, By this bold Anſwer he ſilenced 
them before all thoſe who were preſent, notwith- 
ſtanding that natural Impudence which diſtinguiſhes 
thoſe of that Order, even from the Reſt of the Montt. 

About two of the Clock in the Afternoon, they 
took off his Clothes, and carried him to Execution, 
attended by theſe two Cordeliers. There was a Man 
among the Croud, who, for only ſaying to him, as 
he paſſed by, Vale in Chriflo, Farewel in CHRIST, was 
taken up, by Order of the Cordeliers, When he was 
come to the Place of Execution, they put a Chain 
around his Body. They lighted the Fire, and they 
kept him a long Time hanging over the Flames, to 
lengthen out his Torments : But that only ſerved to 
make all Men admire the more his Reſolution and 
Perſeverance. He prayed, without ceaſing, with a 
loud Voice; and the laſt Words he was heard to pro- 
nounce were, My Gor, my FATHER. 


MAURICE SECENAT, 


This ſame Year, Maurice Secenat, born at St. Sa- 
turnin, in Cevennes, was burnt at Niſnes, and very 
much ſtrengthened all the Reformed of the Lower 
Languedoc by his Perſeverance, There was alfo, at 
this Time, a Martyr whipped, and another burnt, at 
Agen. | 


THOMAS DE Sr. PAUL. 


' Thomas de St. Paul, who was bora at Sorfſons, is 
one of the moſt illuſtrious Martyrs of this Year. He 
was a young Man, not above EIGHTEEN Years old; 
but who, nevertheleſs, without having the Follies of 
that Age, had the Firmneſs of the oldeſt * 
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It was two or three Years ſince he had retired to Ge- 
neva, with his Mather, his Brothers, and many of his 
Relations; and he was obliged to take a —— 
into France, about ſome particular Affairs, which 
were yet unſettled. The Freedom with which he re- 
proved the Blaſphemers and the Vicious brought him 
often into Danger on the Road as he paſſed; and the 
Liberty which he took at laſt threw him, when he 
arrived at Paris, into the Hands of thoſe who knew 
the Lutherans then by this good Marx. One whom 
he had warned of his Duty, on this Subject, with a 
good-deal of Gentleneſs, perceiving thereby that he 
was one of thoſe whom they daily condemned to the 
Fire, followed him, Step by Step, to his Lodging; 
and having remarked it, that he might know it again, 
went from thence to give Notice to the famous Perſe- 
cutor, named John Andrew, who cauſed him to be 
apprehended, and ſent him to the Chatelet, He was 
condemned, upon his own Confeſſion, to be burnt 
alive. Nevertheleſs, on Account of his Youth, they 
offered him many Times to ſet him at Liberty, with- 
out inflicting any Puniſhment upon him, or obliging 
him to make any public e; if he would only 
retract, and diſavow the Confeſſion which he had 
made. But he deſpiſed all theſe Offers ; wherefore they 
ordered him to be racked in the moſt extreme Manner. 
This was done with /o much Cruelty, that one of the 
moſt unmerciful Judges they had, named Aubert, not 
being able to bear the Exceſs of that Cruelty, went 
away weeping, and could not ſtay to ſee the End of it. 
When the Arms of the Executioner were tired, a Doc- 
tor of the Sorbonne, named Maillard, and ſome others 
of the moſt furious of that Stamp, ſeized the Ropes 
themſelves, that they might the more bitterly torture 
him whom their falſe Arguments could not overcome, 
and that they might oblige him to furniſk freſh Vic- 
tims to their Fury, in accuſing the Reformed of his 
Acquaintance : But all theſe 'T orments were in vain. 


Tf he named any, it was only thoſe who were in Pla- 
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ces of Safety, out of their Reach : As to others, he 
always told them boldly, that he would not expoſe ſo 
many honeſt Men to the Cruelty of the Torments he ſuf= 
fered, becauſe he very well knew it was not to imitate 
their Piety and Virtue that they deſired to know who they 
were. Thus he overcame their Cruelty by his wonder- 
ful Perſeverance, which appeared ſtill more in his laſt 
Suffcrings, to the which they omitted Nothing that could 
render them iaſupportable: For this cruel Maillard, 
after he had again offered, on the Behalf of his Judges, 
to ſet him at Liberty if he would recant, perceiving 
he could get Nothing that Way, and that the Mar- 
tyr diſcovered an immoveable Refolution to loſe, if it 
were poflible, ten thouſand Lives for the Honour of 
JEsus CHRIST, cauſed the Fire to be drawn back from 
him, after he had begun to feel the Violence of it, 
to tell him, that, if he would appeal to the Parka- 
ment of Paris from the Sentence. of the Chatelet, he 
was aſſured they would fave his Life: But this Mar- 
tyr, who deſired, above all Things, to be united to 


Jesus CHRIST, and who perceived this was only a 


treſh Scheme of the //ichedneſs of this Doctor, re- 
jected this Propoſal, and defired of him that they 
might put the Fire to him again: , ſaid he with 
a loud Voice, fince I am in the Road to go to GOD, put 
me again into the Nay, and let me go. I hus this Mar- 
tyr ſhewed how great was his Faith; and God alſo 
ſhewed how powerful his Grace was to ſupport his Chil- 
dren, in the ſevereſt Combats, and in the molt fright- 
ful Torments, 


JOHN JOERI AND HS FOOTBOY. 


We may here ſee, in this ſame Year, an admira- 
ble Example, and which teaches us plainly how rich 
theſe happy Times of our holy Reformation were, in 


Holy and pious Men. John Joëri, born at a Village 


called St. Jari, two or three Leagues from Albi, ha- 
ving ſpent the firſt Years of his Life at Montauban, 
retired to Geneva, when he was near twenty-two Years 
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of Age; and, after having dwelt there ſome Time, 
he reſolved to take a Journey into his own Country, 
to comfort the Reformed who were there, and to 
carry them a Parcel of good Books, very proper to 
build up the Church of CHRIST. He took with him 
a young Lad, who had waited on him for ſome Time, 
and whom he had taken Care to inſtruct, more by 
his good Example, which he ſhewed him, than by 
Leſſons of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, of which he 
_ not capable, by Reaſon of the Tenderneſs of his 

cars. 

The Books which they carried were the Cauſe, 
that, in going to Mende, the Capital of Gevaudan, 
they were taken up, and both of them condemned to 
be burnt. They. appealed from this Sentence to the 
Parliament of Thoulouſe, where Joëri had for a long 
Time deſired that he might glorify God. They were 
ſent there, and they both made the ſame Confeſſion - 
of Faith. The Maſter anſwered the Queſtions which 
they aſked him in a Manner ſuitable to his Educa- 
tion, and to the Knowledge which he had of that 
Gop which he adored ; but the Boy was not leſs ad- 
mirable for his artleſs Simplicity. As he was very 
young, and but little ſkilled in the holy Scriptures, 
he could not anſwer the Arguments which they 
brought againſt him: His Judges, nevertheleſs, har- 
raſſed him with them, and he referred them to his 
Maſter, proteſting that he would abide by his Con- 
feſſion, and that his Maſter would give them good 
Reaſons to juſtify the Confeſſion he had made. They 
told him his Maſter was a Heretic. 4h, ſaid he, his 
Life hath akvays been ſo good and fo holy, that I am ſure 
he would not teach me any Thing but the Truth which is 
contained in Gop's Worp. 

When the Sentence of Death was pronounced, Joëri 
was expoſed to the Importunities and ordinary Diſpu- 
tations of the Priz/ts and Mons; but he refuted them 
all with a good Deal of Freedom and Boldneſs. Af- 
ter that, they were carried to the Square St. ms 

where 
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where they were to be executed. The Foatboy was 
examined the firſt, and ſet upon the Faggots. Some 
Mons importuned him to call upon he Virgin Mary, 
and repreſented to him the Horror of the Puniſh- 
ment which he was about to ſuffer ; the which melted 
his Heart and made him cry. TFozri was at that 
Time occupied in anſwering ſome Queſtions which 
they aſked him; but, when he heard his Valet cry, 
and, turning about, ſaw all thoſe who were around 
him, he made Haſte to get up upon the Faggots z 
and, to encourage him, he ſaid, Ah! my Brother, 
20h deft thou cry? deſi thou not know that we are going to 


fee our Maſter, and that we ſhall be very ſoon out of the 


Aiſeries of this World ? T cry, ſaid the Boy, becauſe 
you were not with me. Toeri replied, that it was not a 
Time to cry, but ta ſing to the Lord ; and thereupon 
they both began to {ing a P/a/m, to ſeek that Com- 
fort there whereof they ſtood in ſo much Need, 
whilſt they lighted the Fire that was to conſume them. 
The illuſtrious Fozr: carried his Love, and the Care 
he took to encourage his Companion, ſo far, that 


they remarked that he turned towards him in the 


Flames, to ſupport him to the laſt, when he gave up 
the Ghoſt with a Steadineſs worthy of his extraor- 
dinary Faith and Virtue. 


HUGH GRAVIER. 


1552. — In the Beginning of the Year r552, 
Hugh Gravier, born at Vire, in the Country of Maine, 
received the Crown of Martyrdom, in the Town of 
Bourg, in Breſſe. He was a learned Man, who, by 
his Studies, having obtained ſome Knowledge of the 
Truth, immediately retired to Geneva, to be better 
inſtructed therein, He was then appointed Maſter of 
a School, firſt at Boudri, then at Courtaillan, of 
which Place he was appointed the Miniſter by the 
Claſs of Neufchatel. But, before he accepted this 


Charge, he aſked Leave to take a Journey into bis 


own Country, to ſettle ſome domeitic Affairs. He 
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went there; and, having made known the Truths of 
the Goſpel to many Perions of his Acquaintance, he 
perſuaded them to go into thofe Places where the 
Goſpel was purely preached, and he offered to conduct 
them himſelf, They accepted the Propoſal, and 
they departed for this Journey; but they were ſtop- 
ped at Maſſon, and were all carried Priſoners to 
Bauge, He took the Blame of every Thing upon 
himſelf, endeavouring thereby to ſave the others and 


to procure their Deliverance ; ſaying, that he alone 


had perſuaded them to undertake this Journey, 
Whereupon he was condemned to ſuffer the uſual Pu- 
niſhment, notwithſtanding the prefling Solicitations 


- of the 'Lords of Berne, who reclaimed him many 


Times, and who demanded that they ſhould remit 
him to them, Gop being pleaſed to ſow the Seed 
of his Blood and Aſhes in this Country, that from 
that Seed there might ariſe, in the End, a very great 
Number of Believers, His Patience edified many; 
and every one admired the Courage with which he 
underwent his laſt Sufferings. 


RENE POYET:. 
This ſame Year, René Poyet, a Natural-Son of the 


 Chanceller of France, of that Name, was burnt at 


Saumur. When Gop had called him to the Know- 
ledge of his Truth, he renounced all the Advan- 
tages which he had Reaſon to expect from the World; 
and, that he might be better inſtructed in the Truths 
of the Goſpel, he went to Geneva, where he learnt 
the Trade of a Shoemaker, that he might maintain 
himſelf, Some Time afterwards he returned into 
France, to the Province of Anjou, where he was ta- 
ken. He confeſſed and gave Teſtimony to the 
Truth, and was condemned and executed at Saumur, as 


we have already ſaid, 
MARTIAL 
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MARTIAL ALBA, PETER ESCRIVAIN, BER- 
NARD SEGUIN, CHARLES FAURE, Ax D 
PETER NAVIHERES. 


Although the five Scholars, whoſe Hiſtory we are 
now going to relate, were not executed before the 
following Year, we may refer the Commencement of 
their Martyrdom to this; as well as that of a Pa/try- 
Cook, who was taken three Days after them, and 
confined with them, in the ſame Priſon, at Lions. 
Theſe Scholars, after having dwelt ſome Time at Lau- 
ſanne, apprehending themſelves capable of teaching 
others the Truths which they had learnt there, re- 
ſolved to return into France, each into his own Coun- 
try, to preach the Goſpel, and to make known the 
Truth, both to their Relations and to their Friends, 
and to all thoſe whom Gop ſhould call to the Know- 
ledge of himſelf by their Miniſtry, Having taken 
this pious Reſolution in Concert together, they 
communicated their Deſign to the Church of Lau- 
ſanne, who approved thereof, and teſtified their Con- 
ſent to their Conduct herein. This Teſtimony was 
confirmed, at Geneva, by Calvin, who at that Time 
was the Miniſter there. From Geneva they went to 
Lions, to take the Road from thence, each into his 
own Country; Martial Alba to Montauban, where he 
was born; Peter Eſcrivain to Boulogne ; Bernard Se- 
guin to Role, in Bazadiis ; Charles Faure to Blanzac, 
in Angoumois ; and Peter Naviheres to Limoges, Thus 
every one reſolved to carry the Word of God in- 
to the Place of his Birth; but Gop had determi- 
ned otherwiſe. They met with a Man of Lions, on 
the Road, who betrayed them, after he had made 
many Proteſtations of Friendſhip to them, and had 
engaged them to vit him; for it was at his Houſe 
they were arre/ied, by the Provoſt and his Guard, as 
they were partaking of a ſlight Repaft which he had 
prepared for them. The Provoſt, after having exa- 
mined them very ſtrictly, carried them, without any 
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Form of Law, tied two and two together, to the 
Priſon of the Official, where they were put into ſepa- 
rate Cells. On the Morrow they were examined; 
and, the Day following, they were ordered to write 
down their Confeſſions of Faith; which they did ac- 
cordingly. 


PETER BERGIER 


Three Days after, they alſo arreſted a Paſtry- cot, 
named Peter Bergier, a Native of Bar, upon the Seine, 


though he was, at that Time, a Burge/s of Geneva, 


and was come to Lions to buy ſome Things neceſſary 
for his Trade. At length, they examined him alſo; 
and he gave an Account of his Faith, in the Preſence 
of his Judges, and of all thoſe who came to fee him ; 


but, becauſe he was not capable of making an accurate 


Confefſion of his Faith in Writing, he ſubſcribed that of 
Bernard Seguin, who was one of the Priſoners of whom 
we were fpeaking. | 

The Impriſonment of all theſe five Martyrs was 
long. They were taken the firſt of May, 1552, and 
they were not executed till the 16th of May in the 
next Year. They had, all of them, many Combats 
to maintain; above all Peter Naviberes, who, beſides 
the Perſecutions and Moleftations of the Monts and 
fuch-like People, which he had in common with the 


other four Priſoners, had the Sollicitations of his Fa- 


ther, his Mother, and all his Relations, to withſtand ; 
who omitted Nothing to turn him from the Truth of 
the Goſpel which he had confeſſed. They wrote many 
Letters to him for this Purpoſe, and ſent one of his 
Uncles to him to perſuade him to recant, with all the 
Arguments which could be inforced, from the Conſi- 
deration of Kindred, the Honour and Reputation of his 
Family, the Afliction of a Father and Mother, their 
Authority as Farents, their Hatred and Curſes if he per- 
ſevered, and other Things of the like Nature, very 
proper to move a Heart, which is not powerfully aſ- 


ſiſted with the Support of Grace. Nevertheleſs, 2 
the 
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the Priſoners were immoveable ; and they built up the 
Church of Gop very much by their invincible Cou- 
rage; by their many Letters which they wrote, as 
well in the Name of them all as of each of them in 
particular, to their Friends, to their Relations, and 
to the other Priſoners who were then at Lions; by their 
Confeſſions of Faith, and by their whole Conduct, 
which was continually uniform, as well in Priſon as 
in all the Torments which they endured. 

When the five Scholars had been heard, and had 
ſhewn, by their Confeſſions of Faith and by their An- 
ſwers, how clear they all were in the Truths of the 
Goſpel, they put them together into the ſame Dun- 
geon, leſt, if they were mixed with the other Priſo- 
ners, they ſhould find Means to teach them the Truth 
which they maintained, and had confeſſed with ſo 
much Courage. This was an exceeding great Com- 
fort to them; becauſe now they could ſtrengthen one 
another, and exhort each other to Patience, and to 
ſuffer the Martyrdom which was prepared for them. 


JOHN CHAMBON. 


As to the Paſtry-cook, whom I mentioned before, 
he was not confined with them; and, as they did not 
apprehend ſo much from him, becauſe he had no 
Learning, he was more at Liberty to frequent the 
Company of the other Priſoners, among whom Gop 
gave him the Grace to convert two Brothers, one of 
whom was Jobn Chambon, who was ſent to Priſon for 
ſtealing a Piece of Velvet from a Merchant: The 
other was his Brother, who was accuſed of the fame 
Crime, although in Truth he was intirely innocent. 
As for the former, in the Beginning of his Imprifon- 
ment, whilſt he was in the Darkneſs of the Romiſh 
Religion, in which he had been educated, he could 
not bear the Rigour with which they treated him, but 
was very impatient. He curſed his Father, his Mo- 
| ther, and his own Birth; he blaſphemed Gop, and he 
ſhewed all the Marks of Deſpair, of which a Man of 
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his Character, without Education or Knowledge, 
Faith or Hope, could be capable: But, when Peter 
Bergier had taught him the Truths of the Goſpel ; 
the exceeding Greatneſs of the Mercy of Gop towards 
all Sinners who repent ; what JESUS CHRIST hath 
ſuffered for us, and what we ought to ſuffer for his 
Glory, whenſoever he calls us thereto; and many other 
Things, which Gop hath revealed in his Word, to 
comfort us in our Troubles and Afflictions, of what 
Nature ſoever they be; this Man, who before ſuffered 
the Afflictions which bis Crime had merited with a 
Deſpair like to that of the damned, was ſo ſuddenly 
changed, that Nothing more was neceſſary to inſtruct 
and comfort him. He was taught the //ord of Gop 
by the Pains of the Martyr whom Gop had made Uſe 
of to convert him, and by the Letters of the five Scho- 
lars, who were alſo Priſoners at the ſame Time. He 
afterwards underwent all his Sufferings with much 
Patience and with an entire Reſignation; and placed 
all his Truſt in Gop, and he allo glorified Gop in his 
Death, as we ſhall fee in the End,* 


ANOTHER BurNT, wROSE NAME 1s UNKNowN, 


1552. — All theſe Martyrs, of whom we are ſpeak- 
ing, were the firſt Victims of the Year 1553. We 
mall begin with the five Scholars, whoſe Conduct and 
Conſtancy were ſo admirable. As they were in the 
ſame Cell with a /fixth, who was alſo the Companion 
of their Martyrdom, they were accuſtomed to pray, 
every one in his Turn, and to exhort one another to 
examine their Hearts, as to their Faith, their brother- 
ly Love, and their Repentance. They were prepa- 
ring to celebrate, among themſelves, the Lokp's 
Supper, ſome Time before their Death, to comfort 
themſelves by the Remembrance and Repreſentation 
of the Sufferings of JESsus CHRIST, which are fo 

plainly 


* See the Accourt of this Man's Death in the Hiſtory 
of Dennis Peloguins | 
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lainly expreſſed in that Sacrament, that they might 
0 fortified in their Reſolution of laying down their 
Lives for his Glory, who died for our Sins, This 
was the Intent of theſe Martyrs, but they could not 
accompliſh it; becauſe, when they were ready to ce- 
lebrate the Lord's Supper among themſelves, the Jailer 
informed them, the Provaſt was coming to carry them 
to Rovannes. Yet they only took, at the firſt, Mar- 
tial Alba, Peter Eſcrivain, and him that made the ſixth 
of this illuſtrious Company of Martyrs; but Bernard 
Seguin, Charles Faure, and Peter Naviberes, followed 
them very ſoon after. Nevertheleſs, the Hour of 
their Death was not yet come. The Lords of Berne 
demanded, that their Scholars ſhould be ſet at Liber- 
ty; and a Merchant of Sazntgal, who had conſtantly 
aſſiſted them in Priſon, ſceing that they carried them 
to Rotannes, rode Poſt to give immediate Notice to 
theſe Lords, that they might redouble their Applica- 
tions for their Liberty. They did every Thing in 
their Power to render their Sollicitations effectual. 
They ſent a Herald to the Lieutenant of Lions, and to 
the Cardinal of Tournon, who was the Archbiſhyp of 
that Place, to reclaim them; and to remind the Car- 
dinal of the Promiſe he had made them, a little Time 
before, when ke travelled through their Country, to 
employ his Intereſt to procure their Liberty ; but all 
theſe Applications were of no farther Service than to 
retard their Execution a few Months, The Cardinal of 
Tournon, very far from keeping his Word, was the 
Perſon who perſecuted them with the utmoſt Vio- 
lence; inſomuch, that, in Spite of the Sollicitations 
of the Lords of Berne, and the Proteſtations which 
many Swiſs Merchants made on their Behalf, theſe 
Scholars were condemned, the ſixteenth of May, to 
be burnt and conſumed by Fire. When they had pro- 
nounced the Sentence of Condemnation againſt them, 
they were confined together in a ſeparate Flace, where 
they had the Opportunity of comforting and encoura- 
ging one another, after had firlt prayed to Gop 
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for Strength neceſſary to ſuſtain the Combat wherein 
they were to be ſoon engaged, Their Prayer was 
heard, and Goyp fortified them ſo ſtrongly, that it was 
| Impoſſible not to admire that extraordinary Courage 
with which they went to the Fire. As they conduc- 
ted them to the Place of Execution, they ſang a Part 
of the ixth P/alm, With Heart and Mouth, unto the Lord 
will T ſing Laud and Praiſe. They called upon the 
Lord inceſſantly. They exhorted the People, bleſſing 
them, and wiſhing them the Knowledge of the Truth. 
One of them made Uſe of the 2oth and 21ſt Verſes 
of the laſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews : — 
Now the Gor of Peace, that brought again from the 
Dead ouR LorD JEsUs, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfect in every good Mort, to do his Will, 
working in you that which is well-pleaſing in his Sight, 
through IESus CHRIST ; 10 whom be Glory for ever and 
ever, Amen. And, to ſhew they were no Heretics, 
they recited, all together, the Apeſtles Creed; and 
they pronounced the Article, which ſpeaks of the 
Conception by the HoT Y GrosT, and of the Birth 
of JesUs CHRIST of the Virgin Mary, louder and 
more diſtin than the Reſt, to ſhew that the Errors, 
with which they were charged upon this Head, were 
Calumniss, When they were brought to the Place of 
Execution, they mounted, joYFULLY, upon the 
Pile of Wood which was around the Stake to which 
they were to be bound. I he younge/? went up firſt; 
and, having had their Clothes taken off, they were 
faſtened to the Stake. Martial Alba, ſeeing himſelf 
to be the laßt, becauſe he was the aldeſt, begged of 
the Lieutenant Tignac, who attended the Execution, 
that he might take Leave of his Companions ; and, 
having obtained Leave of him to do it, he kiſſed them 
one after another, ſaying to every one, Farewel, my 
Brother. They anſwered him in the ſame Words, 
and they ſaluted each other, in this Manner, with 


great Affection. After this was done, Martial was 
| bound, 
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bound, as the others were, to the Stake ; and they 
faſtened a great Chain round their Bodies. The 
Executioner had Orders to diſpatch them with 
Speed ; wherefore he fixed a Cord round each of their 
Necks to ſtrangle them: But the Fire burnt the 
Cords, and rendered them uſeleſs; becauſe the Ma- 
chine, which was made to ftrangle all the five at 
once, was not well contrived ; ſo that they were 
heard, in the Miaſt of the Flames, exhorting one an- 
other, ſaying, Chear up, my Brethren ; chear 2 my 
Brethren. This was the glorious End of theſe 2/luf- 
trious Martyrs, whoſe Hiſtory I have abridged as 
much as I could poſſibly. Thoſe, who would ſee 
their Confeſſions of Faith and their edifying Letters, 
will find them in the Book of Martyrs, in the Years 
wherein I have related this "Tranſaction. | 
It is Time to return to Peter Berger, to ſee alſo: 
the happy End which Gop granted him. It was not 
long after the Death of the laſt- mentioned Martyrs, 
before he was condemned to the fame Death. He 
went to it with a ſmiling Countenance, which teſti- 
fed that holy Joy he felt in his Heart at being found 
worthy to ſuffer for the Name of JESus CHRIST. 
He ſaluted all thoſe of his Acquaintance whom he 
met in his Way, and deſired they would pray for 
him. An old {talar Priz/t told him, as he paſled by, 
that he would that Day be in Hell ; but he gave him 
no other Anſwer than this, Gon forgive you When 
he was come to the Place of Execution, and had ta- 
ken Notice of the Multitude of People who were aſ⸗ 
ſembled together to behold his Execution, The Har- 
veſt is great, ſaid he, with a loud Voice; O Lorp, 
fend good Labourers into thy Harveſt, He then made a 
Confeſſion of his Faith; which he finiſhed: in ſay- 
ing, with a very loud Voice, and as it were by Way 
of Exclamation, O LorD, how lovely and fweet is thy 
Name] At laſt, whilſt the Executioner was bind- 
ing him, he repeatedly recommended his Soul to 
Gov, and cried out, (lifting up his Eyes towards 
E 6 Heaven, ) 
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Heaven,) „“ That he ſaw the Heavens opened ;* 
which cauſed many of thoſe who heard him, and who 
did not comprehend that he ſpoke of the Eyes of his 
Faith, to look up to Heaven, to ſee if it was true 
that the Heavens were opened. This wonderful 
Courage accompanied him till he gave up the Ghoſt, 


MATTHEW DIMONET. 


Lions was at this Time the Theatre of the Fury of 
our Enemies; and we may reckon up twelve Mar- 
tyrs, who, after having been confined there a long 
Time, went from their Priſons, this Year, to give 
Glory to Gop, and to ſeal with their Blood the 
Truths of the Goſpel. AZatthew Dimonet followed 
the next to thoſe whoſe Hiſtory I have laſt related ; 
ſince he was executed the 15th Day of Fuly, in this 
fame Year. He was born at Lions, and his Manners 
had been very much corrupted in the former Part of 
his Life; but, having many Times been a Witneſs 
of the Courage and Reſolution of the Martyrs, and 
having heard the Exhortations which they gave to 
the People, to turn from their Errors and to be in- 
ſtructed in the Truth, Gop touched his Heart by 
theſe Means, and called him to the Knowledge of 
the Goſpel. When he had obtained it, an extraor- 
dinary Change was obſerved in him: No more Jeſt- 
ing; no more Carouſing; no more Diſſoluteneſs: 
Every Thing was reformed in him. The Enemies of 
the Goſpel, having remarked this Alteration, ſuſ- 
pected him immediately of Hereſy. He was arreſted, 
in his own Houſe, the gth of January, by the King's 
Lieutenant and the Official of Lions, and his Books 
were ſearched, The Oficel would have examined 
him; but he refuſed to acknowledge him for his 
Judge, and he would not anſwer any but the Liew- 
tenent, to whom he gave an Account of his Faith 
ſcveral Times. The ſame Day he was carried, firſt 

to the Lieutenant's Houſe, and from thence he was 
ſent to Priſon. There he ſuffered a great-deal from 
| his 
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his Relations and from his worldly Friends, who made 
many Efforts to ſhake his Reſolution; in repreſent- 
ing to him the Torments of Death; the Shame and 
Iznominy which he would bring upon himſelf and 
his Relations; the Grief of his Mother, whom they 
repreſented to be dying with Affliction and Sorrow; 
and many other Things of the like Nature: Againſt 
all which Gop fortified him, in ſuch a Manner, by 
his HoLy SPIRIT, that he reſolved, according to the 
Command in the Goſpel, 1% leave Father, Mother, 
Brothers, Siſters, and all the Ties of Blood, to follow 
Jesus CHRIST to Mount Calvary, This was what 
he teſtified himſelf, by the Letters he wrote whilſt he 
was in Priſon, which was ſix Months and ſome 
Days; at the End whereof, after having rejected all 
the Counſel of his Relations, and overcome all the 
Temptations of his Judges, and of all thoſe who 
would turn him out of the Way of Salvation, he was 
carried to the Place of Execution. He exhorted the 
People ſeveral Times; he ſhewed the Errors of the 

Maſs and Purgatory ; and at length he laid down his 
Life with Foy, and to the laſt he prayed to Gop in- 
ceſſantly in the Midſt of his Tortures, 


DENNIS PELOQUIN. 


Dennis Pel:zquin was alſo one of the Priſoners at 
Lions. The Example of his Brother Stephen, whoſe 
Execution we have ſeen in the Year 1549, did not 
deter bim from undertaking to conduQ, in like Man- 
ner, many Perſons of both Sexes, Who were deſirous - 
to retire to Geneva, to be better inſtructed in the 
Truth, whereof they had as yet but ſome faint 
Knowledge, He was taken, and all his Company, 
near Belle-Ville, upon the River Saanne; and from 
thence he was carried to Ville-Francbe, in Beau- Jallois, 
and afterwards to Lions; where he was more than 
ten Months a Priſoner, viz. from the 19th of Ofa- 
ber, 1552, to the 4th of September in the Year fol- 
lowing, Thoſe who were taken with him, among 

whom 
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whom he had brought one of his own Siſters, were all 
ſet at Liberty, after much Trouble and Expence : 
But, as for him, he always continued firm in the 
Confeſſion of the Truth, with which he was tho- 
roughly acquainted, as. appears by a great Number 
of Letters which he wrote, during his Impriſonment, 
to his Relations and Friends, to comfort and edify 
them, He manifeſted in his Letters, in relating 
what had paſſed at his Examinations, his Firmnefs 
and Courage, by the Anſwers which he made to 
thoſe who examined him; for he demonſtrated to- 
them, that the Pope was ANTICHR13T ; and he ſpoke 
ſach Truths as oftended our Enemies the moſt, with 
ſuch pious Freedom, whereof we have ſcarcely an 
Example in our own Times, He complains, in one 
Part of his Letters, of thoſe who accuſed him of ha- 
ving imprudently taken upon himſelf to conduct the 
Women whom he was reſcuing from Idolatry, and 
that the Example of his Brother ought to have been 
a Warning to him not to have undertaken it. In 
Anfwer to this, he ſaid, that he did not take this 
Journey expreſsly on that Account; but that, the 
Occaſion offering itſelf to him, he left it to the Pro- 
vidence of Gop, who had called him to undertake it 
in order to bring him to his End; for which he praiſed 
his holy Name. In one of his Letters he alio gives a 
noble Feſtimony of the Faith of John Chumbon, the 
converted Thief, of whom we have already ſpoken, 
He ſays, that Chambon made an excellent Con feſſion 
of his Faith, and that he praiſed Gor when he was 
broke alive upon the Wheel, At length, this Mar- 
tyr, after having been taken out of the Priſon at 
Lions, the 4th of September, as we mentioned before, 
was ſent back to Ville-Franche; where he was imme- 
diately degraded,* and condemned 0 be burnt alive. 
He was executed eight Days after; and the Manner 
of their putting him to Death was very extraordinary 
and obſervable, In order to make him die a Hngering 

a 


It appears by this he was a Prieſt. 
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and —_— Death, they had diſpoſed the Fire in 
ſuch a Manner, that all the lower Part of his Body 
was burnt, and yet he continued alive, and lifted up 
his Hands to Heaven, imploring Help and Support 
from the Lord ; who gave him wonderful Strength 
and Perſeverance, which made him paſs victorious 
through this terrible Combat, 


LEWIS DE MARSAC, mrs COUSIN, and 
STEPHEN GRAVOT. 


He had a Companion in his Impriſonment, named 
Lewis de Marſac, a Gentleman of the Country of 
Boeurbonnois, who was executed very near the ſame 

Time with one of his Couſins and a Joiner, whoſe Name 
was Stephen Gravet; he was born at Gian, upon the 
Loire. 

Lewis de Marſac had borne Arms in a Company of 
the King's Guards; but, having received ſome Know- 
ledge of the Truth, he went to Geneva, that he might 
be ſtrengthened in the Knowledge of his moſt holy 
Faith ; and, although he was a Gentleman, he ne- 
vertheleſs applied himſelf to an honeſt and lawful 
Trade, that he might not lead an idle Life. Some- 
time after, being returned from Geneva with his Cou- 
fin, they were both taken, and carried Priſoners to 
Lions. 

It appears, by one of the Letters of Dennis Pelaguin, 
that Marſac's Couſin was not conſtantly ſteady to his 
Confeſſion of Faith which he had made, and that, 
through Weakneſs, he fell from it; but Gop gave 
him Grace to raiſe him from his Fall, and to main- 
tain the Truth to his Death, through the Example of 
the other Priſoners, and chiefly through that of his 
Couſin, who always ſhewed a Courage worthy of his 
Birth, and of ihe Profeilion he had made. He even 
reproved his Judges boldly, when that, through their 
Impiety and Blaſphemy, they affronted the Loro, 
and profaned the Authority of his ſacred Word; and 
he coatinually made a Confeſſion of his Faith, with- 

out 
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out ſhewing the leaſt Appearance of Fear. As Mar- 
ſac was a F cllow-Priſoner with Peloquin, he often ſaid 
to him, that, although he was a Perſon experienced in 
the ſpiritual Warfare, yet he had an earneſt Deſire to 
ſhew himſelf to be as valiant as himſelf; which de- 
monſtrates how great the holy Emulation of the faith- 
ful Martyrs was at that Time, in the moſt ſevere 
Combats of the Faith. 

As to Stephen Gravet, his Impriſonment was not ſo 
long as that of the other Priſoners, ſince he ſcarcely 
lay a Fortnight in the Priſon of the Archbiſbop of Lions, 
before he was carried to Rowannes, with Marſac and 
his Couſm, where they were all three executed together in a 
Fortnight after. The Reſolution which theſe Mar- 
tyrs ſhewed, when they received Sentence of Death, aſ- 
toniſhed their Judges, and their Chearfulneſs confoun- 
ded them, They began to ſing a P/alm, but the Lieu- 
tenant commanded them to be ſilent and, being exaſ- 
perated to fee them ſo little moved with the Torments 
which they were condemned to ſuffer, he could not 
refrain from ſaying, when he went away, Shall a Par- 
cel o | Ga thus defy their Governors? 

arſac, going into a Corner to pray, one of the 
Officers was about to hinder him; but the Joiner ſtop- 
ped him, ſaying, that, in the Circumſtances wherein 
they were, they ought not to hinder them from pray- 
ing to Gon. After this, Marſac ſeeing that they put 
a Rope about the Necks of his two Companions, and 
none around his, becauſe he had formerly ſerved as 
an Officer in the Army, he aſked, if the Crime of his 
Brethren differed from his; and begged the Judges 
not to diſtinguiſh him from the Reſt: A ſaid he, 
do not deny me the Collar of ſo excellent an Order ,* W here- 
upon 


* Monſieur Lexis de Marſac was much taken Notice of; 
for, being a Gentleman of a ſubſtantial Family in the 
County of Bourbonnois, and having been in the King's 
Ordinance, the Lieutenant Criminal was willing to diſpenſe 
with him from having a Rope about his Neck, like other 

Sufferers ;. 
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upon the Lieutenant, mocking him, ordered them ta 
give him a Halter, as well as the others. Thus they 
were all three led away to Execution, ſurrounded 
with Officers, and four Cordeliers, who continually 
hindered them from ſpeaking to the People, but 
could not prevent them from ſinging the Song of 
Simeon, whilſt the Executioner ſet Fire to the Vag- 
gots which they had put around the Stake to which 
they were bound, | 
This was the glorious End of the Priſoners of 
whom we have been ſpeaking ; who almoſt every 
one of them wrote very edifying Letters, as well to 
their Relations and their particular Friends, as to 
the Paſtors and the Church of Geneva, The Direc- 
tion and Guidance of the HoLy GrosT appeared, 
throughout this whole Affair, ſo evident, that, Den- 
mis Peloquin having deſired, in one of his Letters, the 
Form of a Confeſſion of Faith for the Uſe of all the 
Priſoners, Calvin anſwered them, ** that he found 
© them to be ſo well grounded in the Faith, that 
« they could ſay, with St. Paul, I know whom I have 
« believed; ſo that it was not neceſlary for him to 
* ſend them the Confeſſion of Faith which they deſi- 
& red ; becauſe Gop would be more glorified by 
& that Confeſſion which he would enable them to 
& make, according to the Meaſure of his Spirit, 
& than if he were to frame one for them. That, 
& having been deſired, by ſome faithful Martyrs 
„ who had already ſhed their Blood for the Glory of 
God, to reviſe and correct the Confeſſions . which 
© they had drawn up, he had been ſo edified by 
« them himſelf, that he could not reſolve to add 
«© even 


Sufferers : Marſac, ſeeing that he was ſpared out of Re- 
ſpect to his Quality, atked aloud, If the Caſe of his Bre- 
thren was different from his own ? Then he ſaid, Alas / 
do not deny me the Collar of that moſt excellent Order!“ He 
was barut, with many others, at Lyons, in Fuly, 1553. 
Lexa, Lib. II. Fo. 91. quoted by Laval, Hijt. Reforms 
Franc, Vil, I. Fo. 82. | 
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* even one Word to them, nor diminiſh one Tittle 
© from them, leſt that which had been altered ſhould 
*© have leſſened the Power and Efficacy of their Wiſ- 
& dom and Reſolution. which were plainly perceived 
8c to be from the SPIRIT oF Gop,” 


NICOLAS NAIL: 


It is Time to leave Lions: The Cruelty of our Ene- 
mies calls us to another Place, to take Notice of ſome 
new Torments invented for the Reformed. Nicolas 
Nail, who was born at Mans, experienced them the 
firſt, He was a Journeyman Shoemaker, who, after 
having lived ſome time at Lauſanne, undertook to 
carry to Paris a Parcel of Bibles which were printed 
at Geneva. He was taken up in the Beginning of 
the Year 1553; and, after having made a Confeſſion 
of his Faith agreeable to the Knowledge he had of 
the Truth, he was racted to the utmaſt Extremity, to 
make him confeſs who were the Perſons to whom he 

had fold his Books. The Tortures which he endured 

; were ſo frequent and fo violent, that all the Members of 
a his Boay were diſlocated; yet, by his Fortitude, he 
overcame them all, and would neyer name one of the 
Reformed of his Acquaintance. He was at length 
condemned to be burnt alive. But, before they took 

him out of Priſon, to carry him to the Square Mau- 

bert, where he was to be executed, they put into his 
Mouth a Gag, made of Wood, faſtened behind with 
Cords, which they cruelly drew ſo tight, that the 
Blood ran down from both the Sides of his Mouth; which 

was forced open ſo wide, that his Face was quite diſ- 
torted and hideous to behold. He was the firſt upon 
whom this zew Kind of Cruelty was exerciſed :* Ne- 
vertheleſs 


The Gag was put in Uſe this Year for the firſt Time, 
Invented purpoſely to hinder the poor Martyrs from ſpeak- 
ing to the People, or ſinging Pſalms to comfort them- 
ſelves, as they were led to Execution, or upon the Pile. 
The firſt who ſuffered it was one Nicolas Nail, a Book- 
hawker, 
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vettheleſs this did not prevent him from making 
known his Faith and Hope, by Signs and by lifting 
up his Eyes to Heaven, When he was over-againſt 
the Hotel. Dieu, they would have forced him to have 
paid his Adorations before an Image of the Virgin 
Mary ; but he turned his Back to the Image, as 
much as his remaining Strength would permit him. 
This Contempt ſtirred up the Populace againſt him, 
and he received thereupon ſome freſh Abuſes. When 
he was come to the Place of Execution, they greaſed 
his Body, and they ſprinkled it all over with Flower 
of Brinſtone. This increaſed his Torments very 
much; for, ſcarce had he Fire been put to the 
Wood, before the Flame of the Straw faſtened upon 
the Skin of the Martyr; and this Torment endured 
ſo long, that the Cords of the Gag were burnt whilſt 
he remained alive; and Gop gave him Strength to 
call upon his holy Name, with a loud Voice, out of the 
Midſi of the Flames of Fire, notwithſtanding all the 
Precautions of his Enemies, 


ANTONY MAGNE. 


Some-time after, Antony Magne, a Native of Oril- 
lac, at the Mountains of Auvergne, was taken at 
Bourges, and was firit ſent to the Priſon of the O 
cial ; then he was taken from thence by the King's 
Council, and at length carried to Paris, where he had 
bis Tongue cut out, after he had made his Confeſſion 
of Faith, and had ſuffered the extreme Torments of the 
Rack. At laſt he was burnt alive, in the ſame Square 
Maubert, where Nicolas Nail had ſuſtainzd the ſame 
Combat ſome Months before. 


WILLIAM NEEL 


William Neel, who was born at Rouen, was called 
to Martyrdom near the ſame Time, He had been 
formerly 


hawker, who was executed at Paris in the mo/# barbarous 
Manner, Laval, Hiſt. Reform. Fram, Vol. I, Fo. 82. 
* 


j 
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formerly of the Order of the Augu/iines; but Gon 
taught him his Truth, and put into his Heart ſo great 
a Deſire to advance the Knowledge thereof, that he 
ſought all Occaſions to teach the pure Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, One Day, as he went from Rouen to 
Evrenx, he found, in a Houſe of the Village of No- | 
nanuur, many Prieſis who were making merry in 2 
ſcandalous Manner: He reproved them; and, not be- 
ing ſatisfied with exhorting them to abſtain from their 
wicked Ways, he ſhewed them that their wicked 
Courſe of Life naturally proceeded from erroneous Doc- 
trine. Upon this, one of theſe Prieſis, who was the 
Dean of [lliers, cauſed him to be taken up and car- 
ried to Evreux, where he was immediately brought | 
before the Penitentiary, to whom he gave an Account | 
of his Faith, and to whom he ſhewed alſo the Errors 
of the Church of Rome. The Penitentiary, and even 
the Biſbop, exhorted him often to recant, to ſave his 
Life: But, very far from conſenting to it, he begged 

they would give him Leave to write, himſelf, his 
Confeſſion of Faith, to the End that none might al- 

ter and pervert it. They gave him Leave to do it, 

and he made one ſtrictly conformable to the Truth 

in all the conteſted Points; whereupon he was con- 
demned by the Biſhop : But he appealed from the 
Sentence, as partial and erroneous, to the Parliament; 
becauſe the Witneſſes which they produced againſt 

him were People of their own Party and intereſted, 

and even thoſe very Prigſis whom he had reproved for 

their Drunkenneſs and Blaſphemy. He was then taken 

out of the Priſon of the Biſhop of Evreux, where he 

had been very ill uſed, to be ſent to Rouen. In go- 

ing out of the Priſon, he exhorted the People, and 
prayed to God to take Pity of their Ignorance : But, 

as he perceived he could not be heard by them, be- 
cauſe the Officers hurried him along very faſt, he 
began to ſing the XLth P/a/m ; and thus he com- 
forted himſelf, all the Way, with holy Meditations, 


When he was come to Rouen, there were ſome 22 
ellars 
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ſellers of the Parliament, who, not being Enemies of 


the Goſpel, examined him very humanely, and who 
endeavoured to pronounce his Appeal to be juſt, by 
Reaſon of ſome Formalities which they had not ob- 
ſerved at Evreux ; of which Pretence they were de- 
ſirous to have availed themſelves; but Neel, who 
ſought Nothing but to glorify God by his Death 
and the Advancement of the Truth, began to talk 
loudly of the Doctrines of the Lord Jesvs, and to 
refute the Errors of the Church of Rome ; above all, 
that Error of the aſs : So that they ſent him back 
to Evreux, where they very ſoon proceeded to de- 

rade him, and at laſt put him to Death. For this 
End they built a Scaffold, on which the Byhop went 
up, with his Officers and the Penitentiary, The lat- 
ter had boaſted that he would confute Neel before the 
People: Whereupon, after having ſpoke ſome time 
of his pretended Revolt, he ſaid he had been an Au- 
guſtine Frier, and now he perſecuted and denied Gon 
and the Church: But the Martyr, not being able to 
bear this Calumny, cried out, with a loud Voice: 
It is not true; I believe in GoD, and I am certain there 
is 4 holy Church. The Penitentiary, to refute him, 
ſaid, it was very true he believed there was an invi- 

ble Church, but he did not believe it was the Raman 
Church, founded upon the Biſhops, c. of whom he 
made a long Enumeration: After which he ſaid to 
the Martyr, with Diſdain, 4+ Maſter William, upon 
& what is thy Church founded, and who are thy 
& ancient Biſhops ?” He anſwered, with a loud 
Voice, „JESUS CHRIST, Jesus CHRIST, and the 
4 Apoſtles.” At length they made an End of all the 
Ceremonies of his Degradation ; and, after that, he 
was condemned to the uſual Death, and to be gagged, 
for Fear he ſhould ſpeak to the People, He under- 
went all theſe Tortures with a wonderful Meekneſs 
and with an invincible Courage: He had alſo the 
Comfort of calling upon the Lokp in the Midſt of 
be Fire, which had burnt the Gag, fo that it fell out 


of 
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of his Mouth; but the Executioner, hearing him, 
ave him a Blow with his Iron Crook, upon his 
Flead, which at once put an End to his Life. The 
People were moved with this Barbarity ; and, having 
obſerved the Perſeverance of this Martyr, there were 
many who were thereby convinced that he was a good 
Man. The greateſt Part of the Women wept, at 
their Return from this tragical Scene, notwithſtand- 
ing the Prejudice which they had entertained againſt 
him ; and his Death brought forth ineſtimable Fruit, 
in the Country of Evreux, and in all the Places 
round about, 


SIMON LALOE. 


The Fire of Perſecution was then kindled in all 
the Parts of the Kingdom. Simon Lalbe, who was 
born at Soiſſons, was another of the Martyrs who 
ſuffered this Lear. He was arreſted in going to Di- 
jon ; where the Mayor immediately demanded of him, 
at what Place he uſually dwelt : He anſwered, that 
he had retired to Geneva, with his Family, that he 
might hear the J/ordof Gor. They aſked him many 
Queſtions concerning his Religion ; to which he 
anſwered, in giving them an Account of his Faith ; 
and, although they preſſed him exceedingly to diſ- 
cover the Reformed of his Acquaintance, he would 
never name one. 

He was near two Months in Priſon; at the End 
of which Time he was condemned to die the common 
Death. When the Executioner came into the Pri- 
ſon to bind him and to carry him to Execution, A. 
Friend, ſaid he, with a ſmiling Countenance, 7 have 
ſeen no one to-day who was more welcome to me than thou art. 
His Heart was touched ſo forcibly with the Diſcourſe 
he had with him, that, when they were both in the 
Tumbrel,* the Executioner wept bitterly : It was 
with very great Regret that he proceeded to the Place 
of Execution. Laloe prayed ardently for him and *: 

18 


fFumbertau, a Dung - Cart. 


the French Martyrs. | 95 


his Enemies, and underwent all the Pains of his 
Tortures with ſo much Reſolution and Joy, that the 
Executioner, being entirely convinced of the Truth 
for which he ſuffered, reſolved to abandon his infa- 
mous Calling, which had cauſed him to ſhed fo 
much innocent Blood, Some ſmall Time after, he 
went to Geneva, to live there, and to hear the Goſ- 
pel. He was received there by the Church, and was 
very much comforted, and recovered from his Fears 
and the Diſtruſt which he had concerning his Salva- 
tion, on Account of his Sins and of the innocent 
Blood which he had ſhed,* 


STEPHEN LE ROI and PETER DENOCHEAU, 


A Notary-Public and his Clerk were of the Number 
of the Martyrs of this Year, The former was called 
Stephen le Rot, a Native of Chauffours, near Chartres, 
in Beauſſe. He had ſpent ſome Time in the French 
Church of Straſburg, and from thence he came and 
ſettled at the Pariſh of St. George, near the Place of 
his Birth. The Name of the latter was Peter Deno- 
cheau, who had formerly lived at Geneva, where he 
had gained a conſiderable 1 of the Truth. 
They were both diſcovered by their Lives and by their 
Conduct towards others, and by the Averſion which 
they ſhewed to Swearing and Blaſphemy : Where- 
upon they were taken up by the Prevo/i- Marſhal, and 
carried to Chartres, to the Biſhop's Priſon, There 
they were immediately examined, and they confeſſed, 
both by Word of Mouth and by Writing, the Truths 


which 


* The Martyrdom of Simon Laboe, at Dijon, was re- 
markable, in that, having made an excellent Prayer for 
the Converhon of his Pe ſecutors, the Executioner, James 
Sylveſtre, though he had never been inſtructed in the re- 
formed Religion, wept bitterly while he was executing 
his Office; after which he took a particular Care to be 
inſtructed in the Faith, and went to Geneva, where he 
died a Member of the reformed Church. Laval, Hiſt, 
Reform. Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 82. 
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which they believed. At length they were con- 
demned, and were ſent to Paris, they having ap- 
pealed, to the Parhament thereof, from the former 
Judgement given againſt them. The Parliament 
confirmed the Sentence, and ſent them back to Char- 
tres; where they were burnt, after having rejected all 
the Offers and Promiſes, which the Biſhop had made 
them, to deliver them from Death, and from al] other 
Puniſhment, if they would recant. 


PETER SERRE. 


The Reformed of this Age had Nothing more at 
Heart than the Advancement of the Goſpel, Every 
one laboured zealouſly to bring it about. It was 
commonly ſeen that thoſe who were once enlightened 
ſought diligently to inſtruct every one whom they diſ- 
covered to be ſtill in Darkneſs and Ignorance ; chiefly 
their Relations and Friends, Peter Serre, who was 
born at Leze, in the Country of Cozerans, near Thou- 
houſe, was one of thoſe who, from this charitable De- 
' fire, loſt his Life. He had been a Prizft; and, ha- 
ving known the Truth, he went to Geneva, where he 
learnt the Trade of à Shoemaker z during which Time 
he inſtrufted himſelf more perfectly in the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel, with much Succeſs. When he had 
acquired a thorough Knowledge thereof, he reſolved 
to return into his own Country, to reſcue his Brother 
from Idolatry. The Rigour of the Winter did not 
prevent him from undertaking this Journey; and, 
when he was arrived there, he endeavoured to impart 
to his Brother the Truths of the Goſpel which he 
had embraced, and to perſuade him to quit his Coun= 
try, with his Family, and to retreat to ſome Place of 
Safety. It happened that the Wife of his Brother, 
not being willing to conſent to leave her native 


Place, indiſcreetly revealed this Affair, in Confi- 


dence, to one of her Neighbours; and this Neigh- 
pour, in like Manner, truſted the Secret with ſome 


other, until, from one to another, it came at laſt to 
| the 
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the Official ; and, without any other Information, he 
took up Serre. This Martyr never diſſembled his 
Sentiments ; and, knowing he was called thereto, 
he made no Heſitation to glorify Gop, by confeſſing 
his Truth. He was put into the Hands of the In- 
guiſitar of Thoulouſe, who condemned him to be de- 
graded and delivered over to the ſecular Power. When 
the Ceremony of his Degradation was finiſhed, the 
ſecular Fudge, to whom he was remitted, aſked him 
what was his Trade: He anſwered, that for ſome- 
time paſt he had been a Shoemaker. The Judge wanted 
to know what had been his Buſineſs formerly; where- 
upon the Martyr, without explaining himſelf any 
farther, told him, with a good-deal of Sorrow, that 
he had followed the mef ſhameful, the moſt wicked, and 
the moſt ſcandalous, ot all Trades, He then preſſed 
him to declare what Trade that was; and at laſt he 
explained himſelf, and ſaid, with a great Sigh, Alas! 
WRETCH that I am, I have been a PRIEST. He then 
proceeded to ſhew the Reaſons wherefore he had ſuch 
an Averſion for the popiſh Priz/thoad : But all this 
only ſerved to enrage his Judges the more; wha. 
condemned him to make a public Confeſſion, to alk 
Pardon of Gop, the King, and the Judges; to have 
his Tongue cut out, and to be burnt alive. He ap- 
pealed from this Sentence to the Parliament, and was 
carried to the Tournelle,* where he boldly perſiſted in ; 
his former Confeſſion, When they aſked him what 
were the Reaſons why he had appealed, he pleaded 
his own Cauſe, and ſaid, That, being determined to 
lay dawn his Life for the Glory of Gop, and for the 
Teflimony f his Truth, he ſubmitted to the Death tg 
tohich he had been adjudged ; well knowing that the 
Judges, to whom he had appealed, would not ſpare his 
Life : But that he had appealed, firſt, becauſe they had 
ſentenced him ta aſx Pardon 4 the King and the Judges, 


whem © 
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La Tournelle is a Court of Judicature, choſen out of, 
and belonging to, the Parkantents. 
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whom he had never offended ; and, ſecondly, becauſe 

| they had ordered his Tongue to be cut out, whereby be 
ſhould be deprived of that Member which Gop had given 

him to praiſe him, as he hoped principally to do to the End 


of his Life ; ſubmitting himſelf, as to the Reſt, to aſk 


Pardon of (30D for all the Sins which he had committed. 
The Sentence was nevertheleſs confirmed, in every 
Particular, by a Decree of the Tournelle. But it 
happened that the Great Chamber of the Parliament 
claimed that the Cognizance of this Affair belonged 
to them ; that, by Virtue of a particular Commiſſion, 
the Pre/ident had a Right to fit in Judgement upon 
all Cauſes concerning Religion: W hereupon Serre 
was obliged to appear again before the Fudges of the 
Great Chamber, aflembled together with thoſe of the 
Tournelle. He was there ſome time before he would 
anſwer, ſaying, that he had Nothing more to do 
with any one but Gon alone, as Judgement of Death 
was pronounced againſt him: But at laſt he anſ- 
wered, and ſaid only that he perſiſted in his former 
Confeſſion, notwithſtanding the Offers made him to 
ſet him at Liberty if he would recant. Whereupon 
they ordered that the former Decree ſhould be con- 
firmed, except what regarded the public Confeſſion 
which he was to have made; and that they ſhould not 


cut out his Tongue, provided he ſpoke Nothing againſt. 


the Roman Religion, Then they carried him to 
Execution, upon this laſt Decree : But, as he paſſed 
by the College of St. Martial, the Fudge, who attended 
the Execution, ſhewed him the Image of the Virgin 
Mary, and bid him aſe Forgiveneſs of HER. He anſ- 
wered, that he would not do it ; that he had never 
offended her, and moreover that it was Nothing but 
an Idol of Stone, and Nor the oe Mary. Upon 
this the Judge ordered that they ſhould cut out his 
Tongue, becauſe he had not performed the Condition 


of the Decree. He ſubmitted to it willingly. He 


was at length faſtened to the Stake, where he ſuf- 


fered with a wonderful Reſignation, Iaving his Eyes 
always 
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always lifted up towards Heaven: As to all the vther 
Parts of his Body, he remained motionleſs, AS IF HE 
HAD NOT FELT THE VIOLENCE OF THE FIRE that 
was conſuming him; which made one of the Coun- 


ſellors of the Parliament ſay, that they ought not to put 


any more Lutherans te Death in that Manner, as it 
did much more Harm than Good to Religion. 


WILLIAM D'ALENSON AND a SHEARMAN 
oF WoOLLEN-CLOTR., 


1554. — The Blood of all theſe Martyrs was not 
ſufficient to ſatiate the Rage of the Enemies of the 
Truth. In the Year following, that is to ſay 1554, 
there was alſo a great Number of them. William 
D' Alenſon, a Native of Montauban, was taken at. 
Montpellier, and condemned, the 7th of January in 
this Year, to be burnt, There was at that Time a 
Shearman of Moollen-Clotbh, who was a Priſoner alſo 
for the ſame Truths, and who, having through Fear 
retracted from the Confeflion of the pure Goſpel,” 
was ſentenced to make @ public Confeſſion, and to be 
preſent at the Burning of this Martyr ; tending 
thereby to intimidate him the more, that he might 
never relapſe into thoſe Opinions which they pu- 
niſhed with ſuch terrifying Tortures. But Gon had 
determined otherwiſe. D' Alenſon encouraged this 
Man ſo much, by his Exhortations, and by the Ex- 
ample of his wonderful Patience and Reſignation, 
that be refuſed to make the public Confeſſion to which 
he had been ſentenced, He proteſted he would never 
make any other Confeſſion than of that Faith for 
which D' Alenſon was burnt: He DESIRED To BE 
BURNT as well as he, He perſevered to the laſt, and 
was burnt three Days after him. He ſuffered Death' 
with the ſame Courage, and with the ſame Forti- 


tude, as D' Alenſon, who had ſet him ſo good an Ex- 
ample, 


F 2 PAUL 
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PAUL MUSNIER. 


The following Account, in this Year, is a Hiſtory, 


the Circumſtances whereof are ſo extraordinary and 
remarkable, that I cannot diſpenſe with myſelf from 
relating it at Length. Paul Muſner, a Braſier of 
Orleans, having perceived Something of the Errors of 
the Church of Rome, reſolved to go to Geneva, that 
he might be the better inſtructed in the Truth; and, 
having taken the Opportunity of a Fair at Lions to 
make this Journey, he became very ſoon acquainted 
with that which he deſired to know. As ſoon as he 
was come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and had 
received the neceſſary Inſtructions therein, he re- 
turned to Orleans, where he endeavoured to perſuade 
his Wife to retire, with him, to Geneva : But the 
Name of that City was ſo odious, on Account of Re- 
ligion, that ſhe would never conſent to go there. 
Having learnt, ſome little Time after, that they 
might live much more conveniently at London, he 
ordered Matters in ſuch a Manner, that his Wife 
agteed to 0 with him; which ſhe accordingly did, 
about the End of the Year 1550, with two ſmall Chil- 
aren, and a third, of which his Wife was brought to 
Bed, at London, in May following, whom they cal- 
led Iſaac. 

During the Life-time of King EpwARD VI. this 
Family, and all the other Families of the Reformed 
who had taken Refuge in England on Account of their 
| Religion, had the pure Goſpel preached to them, and 
were relieved in every other Manner; but, from the 
Time of his Death, they were immediately obliged 
to leave the Kingdom. This compelled Muſnier to 

o to Dieppe, with all Haſte, with his Wife and 
hildren; and from thence he went to Rowen, with 
a Deſign to retreat to Geneva ; but Gop had ordered 
it otherwiſe. His Wife fell dangerouſly ill at Rozen, 
and this greatly embarraſſed him; for he knew, if his 


Wife ſhould die, he could not avoid being diſco- 
: vered, 
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vered, and was in Danger of loſing his Children and his 
Life, or of being obliged to conſent to the Superſti- 
tions of the Church of Rome, which were againſt his 
Conſcience, He ſpoke to his Wife of the Trouble 
he was in on this Account ; and they agreed together 
that he ſhould carry his three Children to Paris, and, 
after he had placed them there, in ſome Houſe, to 
board, he ſhould return to take Care of his Wife, it 
ſhe ſhould be alive, This he did accordingly ; for 
he carried his three Children to Paris; he choſe a 
By-place, in the Skirts of the City, which he thought 
the moſt proper to lodge them in; he prayed the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe to take Care of them uatil he 
ſhould return; and he went directly back to his 
Wife, whoſe Illneſs was by that Time much in- 
creaſed ; but ſhe recovered ſome time after. 

The Woman, at whoſe Houſe theſe three Chil- 
dren had been left, intending to go to aſs, bid 
theſe Children go with her: But they all three re- 
fuſed to go, although the Daughter, who was the 
eldeſt, was but eleven Years old, the eldeſt Son ſever 
Years, and the youngeſt no more than four Years of 
Age. This Refuſal ſurpriſed the Woman. She 
71 them again; but they remained firm in the 

eſolution not to go: Whereupon ſhe gave Notice 
to the Procurators of the Trinity, who took Care of 
thoſe Orphans who had no Friends or Guardians. 
They ordered her to let them know when the Fa- 
ther returned to take them away. As ſoon as ever 
he came to the Houſe, ſhe acquainted them of his 
Arrival. The Procurators came, and aſked him if 
thoſe Children were his, and if he had taught them 
to refuſe to go to Maſs He anſwered, boldly, that 
he had, They demanded the Reaſon thereof; and 
he made, in few Words, a Confeſſion of his Faith: 
Whereupon he was immediately carried to the Priſon 
of the Grand Chatelet ; afterwards he was removed to 
the Little Chatelet, where he was examined, ſeveral 
Times, and condemned at length to be burnt alive; 

| #2 which 
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which. Judgement, nevertheleſs, was not executed 
upon him; for, being racked to the utmoſt Extremity, 
the Torture thereof was ſo VIOLENT, that he there ren- 
e his Soul to Gop, and his Body was caſt into the 

Der. 

Vet the Crueliy of theſe Wretches, u hom I know 
not how to call Men, was not ſated with the Blood 
cf this Martyr. He left three Children, who were alſo 
in the Power of theſe Tigers. It is impoſſible to ſpeak 
of their Behaviour without being moved; and I con- 
fe ſs that I do not know any Name among the moſt 
cruel of ſavage Beafts (I may ſay even amongſt the 
meſt furious Devils) which would not be too gentle 
for thoſe who are capable of ſuch Barbarity as they 
were guilty of. They treated theſe poor Babes in the 
following Manner. They ſhut them up directly in 
the Hoſpital of the Trinity, and the two eldeſt were 
whipt ſo 8 and fo cruelly, that at laſt they went to 
Maſt, but with ſo much Reluctance, that it evi- 
gently appeared they were compelled to go by Reaſon 


of their Farbarous Uſage and of the Tenderneſs of 
\.”. © 2 W.. «< FD SS RS ond ontadS BT 3» 


tutir Age: wut Oo, Ws 25 pieajeu, =y 1% WHAOUIDS 
of Babes and Sucklings, to ordain Strength and Praiſe, 
and mar.ifeſts that there is No Age too young for his 
Grace to fortify, ſhewed the Power of his HoLy Spi- 
RIr ſo apparently, in the Reſolution and unſhaken 
Courage of the YOUNGEST, who was not quite FOUR 
Years old, à that one cannot deſire a more evident 
Proof. This Infant would NEVER go, nor promiſe 
to go, to Maſs, notwithſtanding all the Threatenings 
they uſed, and all the Blows they gave him. They 
treated him with the utmoſt Rigour, and they threat- 
ered to put him to DEATH; but he anſwered always, 
in Engliſh, Do with me what you plea 3 I wILL xor 
Go. Perceiving they could gain Nothing on this 
Infant, although they frequently made Uſe of his 
Brother and Siſter to perſuade him to go to —_ as 

they 


He was born in May, 1551. See before, 
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they did, THEY SET HIM UPON A PiEce or Woop, 
THEY TIED HIM IN SUCH A MANNER THAT HIS 
Los HUNG DOWN, and, HAVING KINDLED A FIRE 
UNDER HIM, THEY LET THE FIRE BURN H1S FEET 
AND LECs, crying out to him, all the Time, that 
he ſhould promiſe to go to Mafs before he ſhould be re- 
leaſed; but he conſtantly anſwered, HE WOULD NE- 
VER GO; fo that they were obliged to let him go for 
that Time, By this barbarous Treatment it was A 
YEAR AND A HAEF BEFORE HE COULD STAND 
UPON His FEET; and, during this Time, he had 
fome Reſpite, At length, theſe infamous Procura- 
tors, together with the Rector of St. Euſlace and ſome 
others, ſeeing that the wonderful Reſolution of this 
Infant triumphed over their barbarous Cruelty, re- 
ſolved to carry it ſo far, by a new Kind of Puniſh- 
ment, that one cannot imagine any Thing that can 
come up to it, They took the three Children, one' 
Day, and they aſked aac if he would always refuſe 
to go to Maſs ? He anſwered, with the ſame Reſo- 
lution as he had conſtantly done, that he would N E- 
22 - E<FL.., I. „„ „ woe = 

VER go. 4 8) 4141 644614 4 DURDM H WHOLE BodY 
AS THEY HAD BURNT Hs FEET ; but all this had 
no Effect upon him. He told them, they might do with 
bim what they pleaſed, but HE WOULD NEVER GO To 
Mass. This wonderful Firmneſs, in an Infant of 
that Age, was ſufficient to have diſarmed Devils, but 
it only augmented the Cruelty of theſe Monſters. 
They did not dare to burn him, perhaps by Reaſon 
of his Infancy, and becauſe they were afraid they 
ſhould be puniſhed for it; but they tortured him in 
another Manner, more cruel a thouſand Times than 
the Fire, although it did not extend to Death. He 
16 & LUTHERAN and an ENGLisH LONG-TAIL, 
laid they one to another L let us fix a DoG's TAIL to 
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+ Un Anglois queuẽ, an Exgliſbman with a Tail; alluding; 
to the Train, or Tail, of his Gown, or Role; a Train, in 
French, being called une Queue, à Tail, 


104 The Hiſtory of 

him, as a Mark of his Ob/tinacy. After they had re- 
ſolved upon this eto Kind of Torment, they ſet im- 
mediately about the Execution of it. They took a 
Dog who had a long Tail; they cut off the Dog's 
Tail; and, having in the mean- time made a Hole, with 
a RED-HoOT IRoN, between the Bone of the Rump and 
the Fundament 7 this poor Iſaac, they applied the Dog's 
Tail to the Hele which they had made, and completed it 
in ſuch a Manner, by uſing Drugs and Plaſters, that 
THis Tail fluck and remained FIXED IN HIS FLESH, 
and dragged upon the Graund, under the Bottom of the 
Gown of this Infant. They kept him in this Condi- 
tion TWO YEARS AND A HALF, and the other Chil- 
dren ran before him and followed him, crying conti- 
nually, To the Maſs, ENGLIisH LOoNOG-TAIL; to the 
Haſs. They led him to Maſs, in Spite of all he 
could do, by Reaſon of the extraordinary Pain which 
this Torture gave him: But, at laſt, a charitable Lady 
delivered him from this Torment, and tore away this 
Tail from him. His Mother alſo, after having ob- 
tained the Liberty of her other two Children, pre- 
vailed ſo far, by her Prayers and Tears, that ihe 
drew her Jſaac from this terrible Hell, and from the 
cruel Hands of theſe Procurators, or, to ſay more 
truly, from theſe abominable Hangmen. 

This Hiſtory is ſo ſurpriſing, in all its Circumſtan- 
ces,. and the Barbarity ſo great, that I ſhould ſcarcely 
have believed it, if the Author of the Hifory of the Mar- 
pr,, whoſe Integrity appears throughout his whole 
Work, had not aſſured us, that he had received this 

Account from the firſt Hand, even 12 Is AAc him- 
| 4455 who ſuffered and overcame the Rigour of all theſe 
Jortures, and of many more which he related to him; 
who, at the Time of writing his Hiſtory, was alive, 
and preached the Goſpel in a little Town belonging 
to Berne, called Vivay; and that there were many more 
"Witneſſes of the Truth, wha had ſeen the deep Scar of that 
Hound, and had thereby great Reaſon 10 praiſe Gop 
for his abundant Mercy to this //aac, and to * 
"K "ETA orrible 
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horrible Fury of thoſe who had committed ſuch great 


Cruelty. ä | 
I doubt not but many Fathers and Mothers, whoſe 


Children have been forced from them with ſo muck 
Injuſtice, at this Day, will find, in this Relation, 
great Cauſe of Conſolation ; ſeeing in what Manner 
Gop fortified his Martyrs, and how he drew others 
from the Peril of Idolatry; which ſhews that He is a 
good FATHER, and that he ſhews Mercy, from Gene- 
ration to Generation, to thoſe who love and ſerve him 
with their whole Heart. 


RICHARD LE FEVRE. 


It is now Time to ſpeak of the other Martyrs of 
this Year, who will alſo furniſh us with freſh Reaſons 
to praiſe Gop for the extraordinary Grace, with 
which he enriched them in thoſe Warfares, which 
they maintained for his Honour and Glory. Richard 
le Fevre, who was born at Roiien, was one of thoſe 
Martyrs who defended the Cauſe of the Goſpel with 
very great Courage, He was a Journeyman Gold- 
ſmith, who had been a Priſoner at Lions, in the Year 
1551, and was condemned there te be burnt, upon his 
Confeſſion of Faith which he had made; but, having 
appealed, from this Sentence, to the Parliament of 
Paris, as they conducted him there he was reſcued, 
and, for that Time, delivered from the Puniſhment 
he expected. Yet the Riſk he had run of loſing his 
Life did not reſtrain him for ſeeking more Opportunities 
to advance the Kingdom of JIE SuS CHRIST . The Op- 
portunity he ſought he ſoon met with; for, being in 
the City of Grenoble in Dauphiny, and having taken 
Notice of the little Care they took, in the Houſe 
where he lodged, to bring up their Children in rhe 
Fear of Gop, he exhorted his Landlord and Landlady 
to take more Care for the future, and to teach them 
Prayers which they could underſtand, becauſe he ob- 
ferved, that the Prayers they taught them to ſay at Ta- 
ble were in Latin. He had, alſo, ſome Converſation 
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with other Perſons of the Houſe, who thereby diſcove- | 
red what he was; of which the Prove having Notice, | 
he came to take him between Ten and Eleven of the 
Clock at Night; and, having brought him to the 
Chamber of one of his Officers, he left him there for 
that Night, becauſe it was too late to carry him to 
Priſon. The next Morning they put him into a Dun- 
goon, where he remained twelve Days, and where he 
ad, during all that Time, the Misfortune to be ex- 
poſed every Night to the infamous and blaſphemous Diſ- 
courſes of two Thieves, whom they let down there to | 
lie. At laſt, he was taken out of this Place of Dark- 
neſs; and, after having been ſent many Times back- 
wards-and forwards, from one Judge to another, and 
from Priſon to Priſon, he was examined, in the Priſon 
of Port Treine, by one of the Afſ;/lant-Fudges of the 
Vice- Bailiff, to whom a Commiſſion for this Purpoſe 
was given, He gave an Account of his Faith, and,. 
ſome-time after, he wrote down the ſame, and ſent it 
to his Friends, with an Account of all the Queſtions. 
they had aſked him, and of the Anſwers he had made 
to them. They demanded of him who were the Per- 
ſons who had reſcued him formerly; and he always 
proteſted that he did not know who they were, and. 
that all he knew of.the Matter was, that thoſe to whom 
he was indebted for his Deliverance were, without 
Doubt, ſome of the Reformed, who, having learnt the 
Reaſon wherefore they carried him to Paris, had cha- 
ritably reſolved to hazard their Lives for his Delive- 
rance, After theſe Examinations and Anſwers, as. 
well concerning his Faith as thoſe Things which re- 
garded his Profeſſion, and had occaſioned his being 
taken up, he was ſent back to Priſon, where he had 
the Company of ſome others of the Reformed, with 
whom he was permitted to dwell, untilihe Parliament, 
having had Notice giyen them, that they ſpake freely 
of the Doctrines of; the Goppel, and that 5 the 
Lawn's People came there to hear their pious iſcour- 


les, ordered the Vice-Bailiſf to ſeparate Lt Fepre. * 
he: 


* 
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the Reſt; which he did, ſending him to the Bu/hop's 
3 Priſon, although the Bi/hop did not deſire to be trou- 
| bled with him, There they made him the common: 
Offers and Promiſes if he would recant.. But he al- 
ways perſevered with much. Reſolution; and he gave 
Teſtimonies of his Knowledge of the Goſpel to all 
| thoſe who undertook to: diſpute with him. The Vice- 
| Bailiff at length demanded of him if he would ac- 
knowledge the Proceedings of his Trial: at Lions? 
which were read to him. He confeſſed: them, and ſaid 
he was ready to ſign wirH His BLoo the Articles of his 
Confeſſion of Faith ; thoſe which he had made at Lions, 
as well as thoſe at Grenoble; and that even lie ſub- 
mitted to the Sentence of Lions, with the Appeal, al- 
though Judgement upon hat Appeal. had not. been 
finally pronounced againſt. him, and although it was 
very ſevere, Whereupon the King's Attorney-took: his 
Concluſions from what had been granted, and there- 
by demanded that Le Fevre ſhould be racked to the ut-- 
mal Extremity, to compel him to declare who were 
the Perſons: that had reſcued him from his former 
Impriſonment ;: that he ſhould have his Tongue cut aut; 
and that he ſhould at laſt be burnt for the Herejy 
wherewith he was charged, and to make Reparation 
for the Offence he had committed againſt the Ang 
and the Church of Rome. Some time after, they 
brought two Witneſſes to confront; him, who had 
ſworn againſt him. They cefended the Calumnies 
they had advanced againſt him, which related to 
ſome ſeditious Diſcourſe againſt the Xing, and which 
they falſely charged him with: But the Witneſſes 
contradicted themſelves, and the Feſtimony of the 
one deſtroyed the Teſtimony of the other: Where 
upon, on Account. of the Confuſion: of the whole: 
Proceedings, they reſolved,. at Grenoble; to remit him 
to his former Sentence at Lions, becauſe: he had not 
been found guilty of any Thing, but only of. what: 
he himſelf had confeſfed, concerning Religion; the 
E 6 Cognizanee 
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| Cognizance whereof had firſt fallen into the Hands of | 
the Court at Lions. 6 
The Provoſt and his Officers were then charged to | 
conduct him ſafely, and to carry him on Horſeback, 
tied, faſtened with a Chain, and bound round with Iron, 
from Grenoble to Roiianes; where, having lodged him 
in the Priſon of the Conciergerie, the Provoſt gave 
Notice thereof to the Lieutenant of Lions. He re- 
mained ſome Days in this Priſon; after which they | 
proceeded againſt him. They made him ſome more 
' Offers, in order to ſhake his Reſolution ; but they 
were all without Effet. - His Judges then told him, 
that the Parliament of Paris had given them Power 
1 to try him ſovereignly and without Appeal. He told 
_ them, they ſhould all of them, one Day, appear likewiſe 
A before a ſovereign Judge, from whom there lay No AP» 
9 PEAL, who would judge them with righteous Judge- 
ment; and, as to the Refl, they knew he was not willing 
to have appealed from therr former Sentence, and that 
they themſelves ſtrongly ſolicited him to do it; and, in or- 
der to prevail on him the more readily, they made Uſe of 
the Example of St. Paul's appealing ta Cæſar. Per- 
4 ceiving, therefore, that they could not by any Means 
prevail on him to. recant, they condemned him to 
have his Tongue cut out, and to be burnt alive; which 
was executed the 7th Day of July, in the Year 1554, 
after he had given Proofs. of his invincible Perſeve- 
| Trance, and had overcome all the Cruelty of his Judges 
[ and Executioners by his unſhaken Reſolution. 


/ t 1 © Res 
DENNIS LE VAIR. 
Dennis le Yair, who was born at Fontenai, in the 


| Dioceſe of Bayeux, in Lower- Normandy, was alſo one . 
| of the Martyrs of this. Year. He had been. a Prieſt ; | 
| 


after that he ſpent fome Time at Geneva, and there he 
took to the Trade of Bookſelling; and, after ſome 
Time, he made ſeveral Journeys into France, where 
he diſperſed many Books: At length he retired to 


Ferſey and-Guernſey, Where he continued to carry on. 
| his 
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his Trade of * He preached the Mord of 


God in a little Village of thoſe Iſlands, whereof he 
was appointed the Miniſter ; but the Death of King 
EDWARD VI. obliged him, as well as a great many 
more, to quit the Land and Government of England. 
He returned into Normandy, with a Deſign to go to 
Geneva. He had a large Caſk full of Bibles, which 
were ſtopped in going through a Village called Feuillie, 
as he was conveying them in a Cart to Geneva. 
Whilſt he was returning, he heard a Noiſe, which 


they made who were about his Goods: He aſked 


what was the Matter ; and, when they told him it 


was about ſome heretical Boats which they had ſtop- 


ped, he anſwered, that the Books were his, and that, 
very far from being heretical, there were none but 
Bibles, which contained Nothing but the Truths of 


. Gor : Whereupon he was taken, and carried imme- 


diately to Peries, from thence to Bayeux, and at laſt 
to Rouen; where he was condemned to be burnt 


alive, and to be drawn back THREE Times from the 


Fire, that his Torments might endure the longer. After 
this Sentence was pronounced againſt him, they 
brought him to the Rack, to force him to name thoſe 
who were of his Religion. He anſwered, that every 
Chriſtian, who followed the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
was of his Opinion ; that the moſt judicious Part of the 
Kingdom, and even their Parliament, were fo tos; but, 
notwithflanding that, there was No KIND oF ToRTUuRE, 
they could make him ſuffer, that would compel him to 


ſay any Thing more, or cauſe him to bring any one whamſo- 


ever into Trouble ; BECAUSE HE WELL KNEW HE 
COULD DIE BUT ONCE. The Confidence of this 
Martyr, and perhaps ſome other Reaſon, was the 
Cauſe that they, without putting him upon the 
Rack, carried him directly to Execution. He ex- 
borted the People all the Way he went: But one of 


the Officers who attended him gave Orders that 518 


Tongue ſhould be cut out; which was immediately exe- 
cuted, He refuſed the Crucifixes, and the oTHER 
505 Badges 
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Badges of Super/iition, which they would have had 
him taken and carried, He manifeſted, by lifting up 
his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, that he worſhipped 
none but Gop; and that it was HIM ALONE that he 
would reverence; in Contradiction to what a Monk: 
afirmed, and would make the People believe, that he 


had aſked public Pardon of the Saints, At laſt, having 


caſt him into the Fire, THEY COULD NOT DRAW HIM: 
our AGAIN ; becauſe the Fire IMMEDIATELY flamed: 
fo high, and burnt ſo furiouſiy, that the Executioners 
COULD NOT draw him back, as the Order directed. 
Thus this Martyr very ſoon found an End of his Suffer- 
#ngs, in the Flames, in Spite of the Cruelty of his 
Enemies, | | 
EI DE LA VAU. 

Peter de la Vau, a Shoemaker, born at Pontillac, near 
Thoulouſe, was alſo condemned to the ſame Death, and 
executed at Nimes, after having endured all the Tor- 
tures, the moſt extreme, of the Rack, with an unſha- 
ken Conſtancy; and hs Blood was the Seed of many 
faithful Chriſtians, who increaſed very much in that: 
Country.. 


NICOLAS DU CHESNE. 


Nicolas: du Cheſne, who was a Native of the Village: 
of Retel in Champagne, was executed at Grai, in the- 
Earldom of Burgundy. He was returning from Lau- 


Janne, in the Canton of Berne in Switzerland, and was 


delivered into the Hands of the Mag iſtrates, by a. 
Monk Inquiſitor, with whom he had travelled from 
Beſanſon to Grai. This Monk, having obſerved that, 
in paſſing by a Croſs which was in the Road, Du. 
Cheſne had not-bowed to it, as the ſuperſtitious gene- 
rally do, began to talk to him about Religion; and, 
having found out what he was, delivered him up, to 
the Officers of Fuſtice of Grai, as ſoon as ever they ar- 
rived at that Place. He was condemned to be burnt : 
And, when fome adviſed him to appeal from this: 

| Sentence 
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Sentence to Dole : He refuſed to appeal, ſaying, * he 
«« did not think thoſe of Dole were honeſter Men than 
cc thoſe who had condemned him; fince, for ſome 
<« time paſt, they had put many of the Reformed to 
C Death, for the ſame Cauſe for which he was to 
« ſuffer.” He went to his Death with great Firm- 
neſs, calling upon Gop; having rejected all the Of- 
fers which they made him, to ſet him at Liberty, if 
he would retract from the Confeſſion of Faith which. 
he had made. 


JOHN FILLEUL AND JULIAN L'EVEILLE.. 


1555. — John Fillzul, a Joiner, and Julian L' E-. 
weille, a Tagger of Laces, were both born at Sancerre, 
and were taken in the Month of April, in the Year. 
1554, upon the Road of Dezire, by a Prove whoſe 

ame was Le Pers. He drew them into the Snare 
by feigning himſelf to be a Favourer of the Re- 
formed, and to have ſome Knowledge of. the Truth, 
By this Trick he brought them to confeſs, that they 
were going to- Geneva, and that they intended to. 
carry their Wives. and. Children there alſo, 'to fol-. 
low the Light of the Goſpel, and to enjoy the Bleſ- 
fings of Gon, in attending upon his Word: Where-. 
upon he took them up, upon their own Confeſſion, 
and carried them to St. Peter le Mouſtier, where he 
delivered them into. the Hands of the LZreutenant-. 
Criminal, * who. examined them in his Turn, and 
then condemned them to be burnt alive, after they- 
had made a public ce with each a Forch in: 
his Hand, during the Time of High Mafs, although: 
the greateſt Part. of the Counſellors, whom. he had: 
called to aſſiſt at this Trial, were of Opinion to ſen- 
tence them only to a perpetual Baniſhment out of the 
Kingdom, and to a Confiſcation of their Goods. 


They appealed, from this Sentence, to the Parlia- 


ment. of Paris, During the Time they were conduQ-. 
ing them there, the Proveft, who had enſnared and 


betrayed- 
The Judge of criminal Affairs. 
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betrayed them, was puniſhed for his Wickedneſs ; for H 
DIED RAVING MAD, not having any Opportunity to 
repent of his Sins. But, notwithſtanding that, the 
Parliament of Paris, in Spite of all the Solicitations 
of their Friends, ſent them back to St. Peter. le Mouſ- 
tier; where they were burnt, the 15th of Fanuary, in 
_the Year 1555. They often threatened to put them 
to the moſt cruel Tortures if they would not retract 
the Truths they had confeſſed ; but their Reſolution 
was unconquerable, and they always ſhewed that the 
moſt cruel Torments were not able to terrify them, 
The Day they were to be executed, they were ſtrip- 
ped and tied together, from Noon till three of the 
Clock, and they employed all that Time in praiſing 
Gon, that he counted them worthy to ſuffer for his 
Name's Sake. They encouraged one another ; they 
ſang the VIth P/alm and the Song of Simeon, and con- 
futed a Dominican Frier, whom they of St. Peter le 
Mouſtier had ſent for from Nevers, expreſsly to diſ- 
pute with him, /o Fectually, that, not being able o 
e them, he told them, they would go to the 
Devil. | 
The Hiſtory of the Death of theſe two Martyrs re- 
lates one Particular which is very ſurpriſing : It ſays, 
that, after they had cut out their Tongues, as they faſ- 
tened them to the Stake, they were heard to ſay, 
that they were going io be delivered from Sin, from the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, and from the Power of the World 
and the Devil. They alſo exhorted the People; and, 
whilſt they ſprinkled BRIusromE and GuneowDER 
on their Bodies, they ſaid to the Executioner, Sali 
this flinking Fieſb well. I do not know what was the 
' Cauſe of their being thus able to ſpeak ; whether it 
was owing to their "Tongues not having been totally 
cut out, or whether GoD was pleaſed to work this 
extraordinary Miracle, to manifeſt the Greatneſs of 
his Power, and to confound bis Enemies: However 
that may be, it is moſt certain that te Fad is wit- 
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ble Example of the extraordinary Power of Grace, and 
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neſſed by many Perſons worthy of Credit, and that 
this Matter was very well atteſted. | 


WILLIAM DE DOGNON. 


Three Months after the Burning of theſe two Mar- 
tyrs, William de Dognon, a Native of a Village of the 


lower Limozin, named Fonchere, was alſo called to lay 


down his Life for the Goſpel. Although he had but 


very little Knowledge of the Truth, accompanied 


with a Deſire to be farther inſtructed therein daily, 
yet he reſiſted, with great Courage, all the Efforts of 
Faith, and affords us an admira- 


of he infallible Support that Gop gives to thoſe who 


truſt in him. He was a Prieſt, and Vicar of the Place 


of his Nativity, and Gop began to open his Eyes, 
and ſhew him a little of the Truths of his Goſpel, 
by the Means of ſome Books printed at Geneva, 


whereby he diſcovered the Errors of the Romifh 


Church. Whilſt he was ſtill in Doubt of the Truth 
of the Religion which he profeſſed, he was obliged : 
celebrate Maſs, on Chriſtmas- day. He did it with 
much Regret ; and he afterwards confeſſed, before 
his Judges, that he had pronounced the Words which 
they call ſacramental becauſe there were ſome Prieſts 

reſent, without any Intention of conſecrating the 

lements ; for he began to know that this Power, 
which they attributed to the Priz//, ro MAKE the 


Body of JEsUs CHRIST, was Nothing but a greſ Er- 


ror; and when, by Reading, he had more fully diſ- 
covered how very abominable this pretended SACRI- 


Fick of the Maſs is in the Sight of God, he reſolved 
to renounce his Office, and rather to earn his Bread 
by the Labour of his Hands, than to continue in 
ſuch a State, wherein he clearly perceiyed he could 
never obtain Salvation, He ſpent three Months in 
this Manner, inſtructing himſelf more and more, by 
reading the New-Te/tament, and a little Latin Book, 

» Dominice Precationes ; and, receiving every 


Day 
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Day more Light into the Truth, he conceived fo 
ſtrong an Averſion to the ſuperſtitious Worſhip of Ima- 
£0 that he reſolved to pull down, without any 
oiſe or giving any Offence, if it were poſſible, all 
the Images of the Church where he officiated ; and he had 
already taken down one of thofe little worden Images, which 
he was going ta burn in his Houle, if they had not pre- 
vented him. 

It was impoſſible that ſuch an extraordinary Pro- 
ceeding as this ſhould not be taken Notice of. The 
Magiſtrates were informed of it, on the 8th of April, 
and on the Morrow Dognon was arreſted. Seven or 
eight Days after, he was carried to the Priſon of the 


„„ 


over to the ſecular Power. They laboured diligenuy 
to bring on his Trial. He was condemned to be 
drawn, upon a Hurdle, from the Priſon to the Place 
of Execution, where he was to be burnt alive ; his 
Goods were confiſcated ; and it was alſo ordered, that, 
before the Sentence ſhould be fully executed, he 
ſhould be put to the Rack; which was done immedi- 
ately, In the Midſt of the Tortures which he un- 
derwent, he confeſſed that he intended to have gone 
to Geneva, only to be ſatished if the Faith of thoſe of 
that City were conformable to his, and that a Doctor, 
paſſing by St. Leonard's, had propoſed to him to un- 
dertake this Journey, and would have defrayed the 
Expence if he had had Money ſufficient for that Pur- 
poſe: But, how violent ſoever the Torture was 
which they made him endure, he would never con- 
feſs any Thing more, nor call upon the Saints, al- 
though they endeavoured to force him to do ſo, WP 

the 
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the extreme Cruelty wherewith they racked him. This 
was very ſoon followed with the Execution of the Re- 
mainder of the Sentence, although he had appealed 
from it to Gop and the KING. He was then drawn 
to the Place of Execution, upon a Sledge, with 4 
Gag in his Mouth, which quite altered his Features 
and dishgured him. The Gag was hollow and filled 
with Gunpowder ; ſo that, as ſoon as the Fire was 
kindled, the Powder burſt the Gag, and flifled the Mar- 
tyr ; whoſe Steadineſs is ſo much the more admirable, 
as he ſcarcely had begun to feel the Power of Grace, 
or to be enlightened with the Light of the Goſpel, 


TWO BurnT AT AUTUN, 


About this Time there happened an Affair at Au- 
tun, which was the Cauſe of the Death of two Mar- 
tyrs, who were burnt alive there ſome little Time af- 
ter. In the Pariſh-Church of La Crotee, the Pix or 
Box, wherein they kept the Hot,* fell upon the 
great Altar, in Eaffer Holidays, end ſcattered the 
Wafers, which were therein, on every Side. 1 nu” 


Accident was very ſoon made public every where. 
No one could find out what was the Cauſe that the 
Box fell down, and therefore they began to ſuſpect 
that there were ſome Lutherans in the Town, They 
made an Enquiry, and they found that there were, in 
the Houle of a poor Weaver, two Men with Bales of 
religious Books. They were taken up, and put di- 
realy to the Rack, to diſcover if they were the Per- 
ſons who threw down the Wafer-Box. They con- 
ſtantly proteſted they were not, and that they were en- 
tirely innocent: But as, in the Courſe of their Exa- 
mination concerning their Religion, they had made 


a2 full 


* The conſecrated Wafer ; which, after Conſecration 
in their Sacrament of the Maſs, the People believe to be 
no longer Bread, but the /ame Body of our Lord and Sa- 
wiour, JESUS CHRIST, which was crucified on Mount Cal- 
vary. 
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a full Confeſion of their Faith, they were con- 


demned to be burnt, and they went to their Death 


with that Courage which Gop uſually gives to thoſe 
who confeſs his Truth, 


JOHN VERNOU, ANTONY LABORIE, 
JOHN TRIGALET, GUYRAND TAU- 
RAN, and BERTRAND BATAILLE. 


Here follow FIVE Martyrs, who preſent them- 
ſelves all together, in theſe Scenes of Barbarity, 
which were then ated, and whoſe Hiſtory is alſo 
very remarkable. Their Names are, John Vernou, a 
Native of Poitiers; Antony Laborie, who was born at 
Cajarc, in Duercy, where he had been the Judge- 
KRczal, before Gop had called him to the Knowledge 
of the Truth; John Trigalet, a Citizen of Nimes, 2 
Licentiate of Law ; Guyrand Tauran, of Cabors, Mer- 
cer; and Bertrand Bataille, a Scholar of the Province 
of Gaſcony. Vernou, Laborie, and Trigalet, had been 
dedicated to the Service of Gop for a long Time 
Paſt, and had been ſet apart to preach the Goſpel ; 


and therefore they left Geneva, together with Ba- 


taille, and determined to expoſe their Lives, for the 
Cauſe of Gop, to thoſe Dangers which at that Time 
appeared to be almoſt inevitable. Tauran went to 
accompany them as far as the Bridge at Arve; but, 
polng a little farther, he accompanied them even to 

eath ; for they were taken, ſome little Time after, 
in the Lordſhip of Foſſigni, in Savoy, in a Place which 
they call the Neck of Tamis, by a Prove/t who waited 
for them ; for, having been ſome Days before at Ge- 
neva, in order to get Intelligence of what paſſed there, 
he heard of this Journey, From thence they were 
Carried, tied one to another, to Chambery ; where 
they made a pious Confeſſion of their Faith before 
the chief Judges who examined them. They ſhewed 
the Injuſlice that had been done them, in arreſting 
them when they were quietly travelling along the 
Road, and had not diſturbed, in any Manner, the 
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public Peace. They ſhewed that their Faith was 


founded upon the holy Scriptures, and that it was 
conformable to the Confeſſions of Faith of the Churches 


of Geneva, Berne, and of all thoſe who had em- 
braced the Reformation; and therefore that it was un- 


Juſt to charge it as 4 Crime, in them, to hold the ſame 


Faith with ſo many reformed Churches. But, notwith- 
ſtanding this, they declared them to be Heretics, and 


excommunicated them, They were not aſtoniſhed at 
the Sentence; but, on the contrary, they looked 
upon this Declaration and Excommunication as a Mark 
which teſtified that they were true Children of Gop, 


and that JesUs CHRIST was their Head, ſince Anti- 


chriſt would have no Communion with them, 


Some time after, the inferior Judges, to whom the 


Cognizance of this Matter belonged, received an 
Ole from the Parliament, to hear and determine 
their Cauſe, in three Days, without Fail, on Pain of 
being ſuſpended from their Office for twelve Months, 
They then proceeded. with the utmoſt Diligence, 
They did every Thing in their Power to make them 
recant. They ſeparated Tauran from his Compa- 
nions, for a Night, knowing that he had been at 
Geneva but three Months, and that he was leſs eſta- 
bliſhed in the Goſpel than the others; and they 
emitted Nothing to endeavour to ſeduce him: But 
Gop ſupported him ſo powerfully, with His SPIRIT, 


that he reſiſted and overcame all their "Temptations, - 


in a Manner which ſtrengthened even his Compa- 
nions ; who praiſed Gop for that Help and Grace 
which he had granted them, whereby they had all 
of them ſo conſtantly perſevered in the Truth. They 
were condemned, by the Sentence of theſe Judges; 
the three firſt, to the Galleys for Life ; and the two 
lat, to the Galleys for ten Years only; with a Prohi- 
bition not to leave them, on Pain of being burnt if 
they ſhould be retaken. They aſked them if they 
would appeal from that Sentence, Laborie anſwered, 
ia the Name of all the Reſt, that they would not 

appeal 


— — — —— — 


— — 4 — — 


— 


118 The Hiſtory of 

appeal from it; and that they bleſſed Gop that he 
had counted them worthy to ſuffer for his Name's 
Sake: But the King's Attorney appealed from it to the 
Parliament, who deſired to have the Trial of this 
Cauſe. 

Thus they had freſh Combats to ſuſtain, The 
Parliament aſked them ſome new Queſtions : They 
endeavoured to enſnare them by a thouſand different 
Ways; but Gop gave them Grace to diſcover all the 
deceitful Artifices of their Enemies. They refuſed 
to kneel before an Image of the Trinity, and to ſwear 
upon @ Crucifix ; ſo that they were obliged to take 
away the Image, and to let them ſwear upon the Bi- 
ble. When Laborie was examined, the Fir/t Preſi- 
dent made a Speech, which diſcovered much Learn- 
ing, but much more Artifice. He confeſſed the 
greateſt Part of the Errors of the Church of Rome; 
but then he mitigated them, and came always to his 
Point z which was, that we ought not, for this, to 
ſeparate from the Reman Church : Pretty near the 
ſame as we have ſeen practiſed, not long ſince, by 
one of the moſt :/}uflrious Prelates of France, to whom 
we may make the ſame Anſwer as this Martyr made 
the Fir! Preſident : Sir, ſaid he to him, I wiſh Gon 
had granted the Grace to all the Monks of France to be 
as good Divines as you are; we ſhould be very ſoon all of 
one Mind; and I perceive that there is no Reaſon to fear 
you will condemn me, unleſs you fhould da it again the 
Dictates of your own Conſcience ; for, if I am a He- 
retic, you are one as well as I, by your own * 
This plain Diſcourſe made all the Counſellors Taugh ; 
and the Speaker ſaid to him: You ſhould be ſuch a Here- 
tic as be is, and not he ſuch an one as you are. I would 
not be ſuch as he is, ſaid the Martyr ; for perhaps there is 
Nothing but a Feint in what be hath ſaid: But J heartily 
pray, that all of you, and he alſo, were ſuch as I am, 
except in the Opinion of the World, as to the falſe 
Judgement it makes of me. Thus. St. Paul ſaid to 
King Agrippa, upon a like Occaſion, when he wihed* 

that 
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that he, and all theſe who heard him, were as he was, 

except his Bonds: and I know not whether it was this 

Reflex ion, or the Teſtimony of his owN Conscience, 

which made the Preſident BLUSH, when he heard the 
Anſwer of this Martyr : Nevertheleſs, I am perſuaded 
that all thoſe, who, like him, ſtudy the Truth, in 

order to fight againſt it, cannot avoid being convin- 

ced thereby in their Conſciences; and, if THE FRUTE: 
had Preſidentſbips, Mitres, and other Things of this Na- 
ture, to beſtow, they would find an infinite Number 
of good Reaſons to defend it, and to make it ſhine glo- 
riouſl . 

But, notwithſtanding this, they proceeded in the 
Trial of theſe Martyrs. Laborie aſked Leave again 
to be heard, in the Afternoon of the fame Day in 
which they had had all this Diſcourſe; and, having 
obtained Leave, he repreſented to his I udges his and 
his Brethrens Innocency. He told them, their Inno- 
cence was well known to them, becauſe they were Perſons of 
great Underſtandings, and that they were not like theſe 
who judged pretended Hereties upon the Tales of Monks. 
He exhorted them to deal juſtly by them, according to the 
Di&ates of their Conſciences; and his Diſcourſe was 
ſo moving, that it brought Tears into the Eyes of ſome 
of the young Counſellors of the Parliament. The other 
Martyrs were then examined; and they all manifeſted, 
that they were powerfully ſupported ly the Grace of Gov, 

Hitherto, the Treatment which theſe Martyrs recei- 
ved was gentle, if we compare it with the unheard-of : 
Cruelties, of which we have ſeen ſo many Examples, 
Their Judges were divided in their Opinions, when 

they came to give Judgement in their Cauſe; for, of 

the twelve, there were /ix who were for bani/ſbing them, 
or for ſending them to the Galleys; and the other /ix were 

for condemning them to be burnt; inſomuch, that 
they were obliged to call in ſome others to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance; and the Priſoners believed, for ſome Time, 
that their former Sentence had been confirmed, and 
then even began to prepare themſelves, expecting ta 
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be ſent very ſoon to the Galleys: Wherefore, when 
they came to tell them, on the contrary, that they 
were condemned to die, Fohn Vernou was greatly terri- 
fied, and was ſuddenly ſeized with a 'Trembling, 
which held him ſome Time: Nevertheleſs he prayed 
his Companions not to be offended at his Weakneſs and the 
Fear which had ſupriſed him; for he was ſure Gop 
would not forſake him, but that he would favour him 
with his ſupporting Grace; and indeed his Faith and 
his Hopes were Nor in vain: For Gop, who hath de- 
termined to manifeſt thereby how very great the Weak- 
neſs of Man it, fortified him ſo powerfully by his 
HoLy SPIRIT, that, being come to the Place of 
Execution, he died with the ſame Intrepidiiy as the 
others manifeſted to the End, 

Thus theſe five Martyrs were all executed, one 
after the other, after having very often made Con- 
feſſion of the ſame Truth, They wrote many edi- 
fying Letters whilſt they were in Priſon; and one, 
among others, in the Name of them all, wherein 
they confeſſed a Fault, which ſhews what tender 
Conſciences the Reformed of that Time were endued 
with: They accuſed themſelves with not having al- 
ways ſhewed the ſame Degree of Faith ; becauſe that, 
in their Anſwer to one Queſtion which had been 
aſked them, they had been conſtrained to make Uſe 
of indirect Means to avoid bringing many of the Re- 
formed into Trouble; for the Fir! Preſident of Gre- 
noble had wrote to Chambery, that one of the Priſon- 
ers had preached, on Eafter-day, in a Meadow, at 
Barbetta, Feneſtella, and in many other Places; and 
ſome of the Reformed, having had Notice thereof, 
repreſented to theſe Martyrs, that, if they confeſſed 
it, they would expoſe, to Death and to the Flames, a 
very great Number of the Reformed, of all Ages and 
of both Sexes; whereby they were involved in a ter- 
rible Dilemma; either to deny the Truth, or to de- 
liver up their Brethren to the Rage and Fury of thoſe 
at Grenoble; and therefore they reſolved at length, 

| amongſt 
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amongſt themſelves, to deny the Fact, to avoid this 
great Evil. ; . 

Thoſe who have been brought up in the School of 
our naw CasvisTs would, without Doubt, ridicule 
this Tenderneſs of Conſcience ; for every one knows 
that the Feſuits, upon the ſlighteſt Reaſons, adviſe, 
not only to deny the Truth, which may be anjuſtiy 
demanded of them, but alſo to commit the moſt horrible 
Crimes, as their Writings and their Practice teſtify 
daily. But thoſe who follow the Precepts of Jzsus 
CRISH cannot ſubmit to theſe horrid Maxims, and 
therefore we. muſt not wonder at the Scruples of 
theſe Martyrs on this Head ; for, although the Love 
which they had for their Brethren ſeems in ſome 
Meaſure to excuſe the Falſity they were conſtrained 
to be guilty of, to deliver them from the Evils which 
were ready to fall on them if they had confeſled the 
Fact, yet it is nevertheleſs true, that, in Strictneſs, 
they ought much rather to have refuſed abſolutely to 
have anſwered the Queſtion ; and ſooner to have 5 
fered all the Torments of THE RACK, and to have 
truſted to the good Providence of Gop for what 
ſhould afterwards befal them, than to have denied 
poſitively a Fact, the Truth of which they could not 
be ignorant of, and thereby to wound their Conſci- 


ences in a Manner which diſcovered ſome carnal 
Diſtruſt. 


CLAUDIUS DE LA CANEZIERE, 


We may refer to this Year the Beginning of the 
Sufferings of Claudius de la Caneziere, although he 
was not adorned with the Crown of Martyrdom un- 
til the Year following. He was an excellent Mufi- 
cian, a Native of Paris, but he commonly dwelt at 
Angers. Gop ſhewed him the Errors of the Romiſb 
Church, and at the ſame Time convinced him, by 
the Light of his Truth, that the Trade he carried 
on engaged him very often to increaſe the Effemi- 
nacy of Mankind, and - incite in them, in the 


common 
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common Diverſions of the World, criminal Deſires, 
which confirmed them in a Courſe of Sin, This 
made him reſolve to employ, for the future, the 
Talent which Gop had given him, to better Pur- 
oſes; and, for this End, to retire to Geneva, to par- 
take of the Benefits of the Reformation. He commu— 
nicated his Reſolution to his Wife, whom he had 
taught the Knowledge of the Truth, ſo far as Gop 
had imparted it to him; and, having found her re- 4 
ſolved to accompany him with his Family, they quit- + 
ted Angers, and ſet out upon their Journey. When 13 
they arrived at Lyons, their Bales of Goods were 4 
ſtopped ; for which Reaſcn he ſent his Wife and * 
Children to Geneva, and ſtayed at Lyons, to obtain 
the Delivery of his Goods, and until he was taken: 
For, going to the Houſe where his Trunks and Bales 
were lodged, there came a Man to him who aſked 
him if thoſe Goods belonged to him; and, having 
learned, by his Anſwers, that the Goods were his, 
he bid him come along with him, and he would take 
Care he ſhould haue Juſtice done him, He thereupon 
followed this Man ; who led him to the Houle of the 
Grand Vicar and Official of Lyons, where he was made 
a Priſoner by the Lieutenant of the Provaſt, who took 
all his Money from him, and then carried him to Fail. 
He would never acknowledge the Official to be his 
Fudge, and he refuſed to anſwer the Queſtions which 
he aſked him about his Religion, as well when he was 
in Priſon as when he was at his Houſe: Whereupon the 
Lieutenant- Particular was obliged: to come to him, the 
next Day, to order him to anſwer; which he then did, to 
every Queſtion they demanded of him; and, throughout 
his whole Examination, he bore his Teſtimony to the 
Truth. His Impriſonment laſted more than eight 
Months; during which Time, he wrote many Let- 
ters to his Wite, and received many from her and 
from his Friends, even from thoſe with whom he had 
kept Company whilſt he was in the Darkneſs of the 


Church of Rome, There was, among others, one of 
| | his 
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his Coufins, who wrote to him from Paris, to per- 
ſuade him, by many Examples drawn from Scrip- 
ture, that he might on this Occaſion diſguiſe his 
Sentiments, to eſcape from the Danger he was in, 
and ſave his Life; making Uſe, for this Purpoſe, of 
the Places where the Flight of Moſes out of Egypt is 
ſpoken of, and the Care that the Apoſiles took to pre- 
ſerve their Lives. But it was no difficult Matter to 
+ ſhew the Weakneſs of theſe Arguments, and alſo to 
| demonſtrate, that the · ſame Apeſtles, who had taken 
| ſuch Care to preſerve their Lives when they could do 
* it lawfully, had courageouſly ſuffered Death and the 
1 moſt horrible Torments, rather than recede from 
that Teſtimony of the Goſpel of THE Son oF Go 
which they had given. La Canezzere, in his Anſwer, 
ſhewed how very pernicious his Counſel was, con- 
trary to the Honour and Glory of Gop, and oppo- 
ſite to the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, by 
\ the very ſame Examples and Proofs which he had 
| alledged to perſuade him to diſſemble. 
In his Anſwer there are ſome Things which de- 
ſerve our Notice, and which ſhew, that, in theſe Be- 
innings of the Reformation, Gop gave a great 
Meaſure of His SPIRIT to the Reformed whom he 
called to the Knowledge of his Truth; and that, in 
a very little Time, he made them able ſolidly to re- 
fute all the falſe Reaſonings which are commonly 
made Uſe of to ſtagger them. This Couſin was one 
of thoſe lukewarm Perſons who made an ill Uſe of the 
Examples recorded in Scripture, wherein Gop would 
make the Greatneſs of his Mercy appear ; whereas 
they very often make Uſe of theſe Examples to lull 
themſelves aſleep, and flatter themſelves, whilſt they 
ſoothe and indulge their own Affections and Weak- 
neſs. His Couſin alledged, in his Letter, the Ex- 
ample of St. Peter, who thrice denied that he knew 
the Lord, to fave his Life. But let us fee the Anſ- 
wer which this Martyr gave him. I am aſto- 
„ nithed,” ſaid he to him, at your Blindneſs, 


G 2 „ which 


124 The Hiſtory of 

© which you diſcover in the Advice you give me, 10 
& conceal my Sentiments, and to deny or evade the Truth. 
„ You ſay, that Gop may pardon me, as he par- 
<< doned Sf. Peter when he had many Times denied 
„% CHRISTH JEsus; you may as well adviſe me 10 
«& kill my Neighbour, after having committed Adultery 
& with his Wife, as David did, becauſe Gop ſhewed 
« Mercy to him; and even to betray Jesus CHRIST, 
as well as Judas, becauſe Gd MAY pardon me, if 
«© he ſhall pleaſe ſo to do. Is not this fine Counſel you 
<< adviſe me to take? But you muſt know, that the 
„ Scriptures ſet theſe Examples before our Eyes 
% that we ſhould avoid them, and not imitate them, 
I pray you, yea I beſeech you molt affectionately, 
* to examine yourſelf, and ſee into what a dangerous 
State your Soul is fallen, thus to reſolve to prefer 
& your Life, and the periſhing Things of this World, 
©« to ETERNAL LIFE, to the LIVING Gop, and to 
«© JESUS CHRIST H1s Sox, oUR KING, OUR RIGHT- 
% EOUSNESS, &c. As for me, I give you Advice 
« very different from yours: It is this: If you are a 
« Believer and a Chriſtian, as you profeſs yourſelf to 
© be, you ſhould make it appear by your Actions 
&« that you have indeed the Faith of CHRIST. Sub- 
« mit yourſelf, then, to his Will, and you ſhall be 
& happy.” Then he cited thoſe Places of the Goſ- 
pel where our LoRD Jesus CHRrIsT exhorts us to 
forſake all Things to follow him; and, becauſe his 
Couſin was alſo a Muſician, he exhorted him not to 
make an unlawful Uſe of his Art, by playing at 
thoſe Places where it might nflame their Paſſions, and 
excite to Laſciviouſneſs, to which Mankind are by 
Nature ſo much inclined. 

This Letter was dated the 15th of October, 1555; 
and, ſome time after, Francis of Bourbon, Duke of 
Anguien, (better known ſince by the Name of the 
Prince of Conde,) made Interceſſion for, this Martyr, 
that he might appoint him to be his Muſician, to blow 
the Cornet-a-boucain, becauſe he played extremely 

well 
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well upon that Inſtrument; but he could not obtain 
his Requeſt, nor draw him out of the Hands of his 
cruel Enemies. It happened, ſome time after, that 
La Canexiere, with one of his Companions, who was 
a Priſoner with him for the ſame Cauſe, found Means 
to have two falle Keys made to the two principal 
Locks of the Priſon, from the Models which they 
had made by the View they had of them in the Jai- 
lor's Hands; ſo that they eſcaped by thoſe Means, 
and were got as far as the Bridge which was over the 
Saone ; where La Caneziere was known and retaken by 
ſome of the Officers, who had ſeen him often before 
the Judges by whom he had been examined. His 


Companion ſaved himſelf, and fled to Geneva, where 


his Family lived; but, as for him, it was impoſſible 
for him to run ſo faſt as to avoid falling into the 
Hands of thoſe who purſued him. They ſeized him, 
and brought him back again to Priſon. Upon his 
Arrival, the Jailor ſaluted him with wa Blows of bis 
Fiſt upon his Head and Shoulders, and would have 
treated him much worſe if he had not been hindered. 
He was at length brought before the Judge, who 
aſked him how he had made his Eſcape and he con- 
feſſed how he had effected it; Whereupon he was 
put into the Dungeon, and was very ill treated after- 
wards, until he was ſent to Nouanes, where he was 
condemned 7o die the common Death for Religion, and 
was ſent back to Lyons, where he was burnt alive, in 
the Square des Terraux, on the 1ſt of February, 1556. 
As he went to Execution he exhorted the People to 
turn to the Lord ; and, when he was come to the 
Place where he was to ſuffer, he began to ſing the 
CIIId P/alm : Bleſs the Lox p, O my Soul. The Exe- 
cutioner aſked his Forgiveneſs for the Death he was 
going to put him to, and he ſaid to him: My Friend, 
thou oughtefl principally to aſk Pardon of Gov: Take 
Care thou doſt not wound thy Conſcience ; for my Condem- 
nation is unjuſt, and Gop will require my Life at the 
Hands of theſe who have conſented ta my Death, unleſs he 
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is merciful to them. When he was in the Midſi of the 


Flames, he was heard to call upon the LoRp; and 


he kept his Eyes lifted up towards Heaven, until he 


gave up the Ghoſt. 


JAHN RASE CC. 
1556. — John Rabec, who was born at Ceriſy Mon- 


pinſon, in Normandy, was alſo burnt alive, in the 
Month of April in this Year, although he was taken 
up in the Beginning of the Month of Augy/t in the 
preceding Year. He had been formerly of the Order 
of Cordeliers; but, after that, he retired to 1 > 
where the Lords of Berne protected him for ſome Time, 
which he employed in the Study of the Scriptures, to 
obtain a greater Knowledge of the Truth. When he 
was ſufficiently grounded in the Truth, he reſolved 
to return into Fance, to labour in the Advancement 
of the Kingdom of JESUs CHRIST, and of the Salvation 
of Souls, He went firſt into his own Country, where 
he had great Succeſs; then he went to Angers, where, 
having diſputed very forcibly with ſome of the Ene- 
mies of the Truth, his Friends adviſed him to leave 
the City, and to return into his own Country : He 
therefore left Angers, and, taking the Road through 
Chateau Gautier, he was ſeized there two or three Days 
after, as he was reading the Book of Martyrs to ſome 
Perſons of the Houſe where he l:dged. The Officers 
of the Place would have examined him, but he refuſed 
to anſwer them, and would not acknowledge them to be 
his Judges; whereof the Magiſtrates of Angers being in- 
formed, the Lieutenant- Criminal, the King's Advocate, 
and the Biſhop's Proctor, went to him, and he gave 
them an Account of his Faith, who he was, and what 
he had been. Finding that he had been a Cordelier, 
he was ſent to the Biſhop's Prifon, where he remained 
along Time a Priſoner, and where he had many 
Combats to maintain againſt the Enemies of the 


Truth, and many Trials to overcome. At length, 
he 
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he arrived at the End of them all, through the Affiſ- 
tance of HIM, who is the Buckler of the Faithful. 
After his Examinations and his Anſwers, the Bop 
of Angers pronounced a Sentence againſt him, in the 
Prefence of many Prieſts; by which he declared him ex- 
communicate, heretic, ſchiſmatic, and apoſtate, and con- 
demned him to be delivered over to the ſecular Power. 
Rabec appealed, from this Sentence, to the Parliament 
of Paris: But, notwith/landing his Appeal, he was 
ſent back to the Biſhop's Priſon, where he remained 
five or fix Months; ducing which Time his Friends 
endeavoured to obtain his Liberty, through the Lords 
of Berne, who wrote to the King concerning him, but 
without Effect. The Monts gave him great Diſtur- 
bance during his Impriſonment; they took away his 
Books, which the Magiſtrates had allowed him, and 
they frequently inſulted him with all the Inſolence in 
their Power; inſomuch, that one of the Monks, named 
Horri, being one Day in the Priſon when they brought 
him his Dinner, he ſpili the Mine and threw dun the 
Meat, which they had brought him, upon the Ground. 
At laſt, his Enemies obtained a Commiſſion from the 
Privy-Council, who gave Orders to the Bibi to exe- 
cute his Sentence of Degradation, notwithſtanding his 
Appeal; which Ceremony the Biſbop performed ſoon 
after: They took him out of Priſon, and clothed him, 
by Force, with all the Parts of thoſe Garments which 
make up the Prie/t's Habit, and a Doctor of the Ser- 
b:nne made a Diſcourſe, which the Martyr interrupted 
ſeveral Times, by Reaſon of the many Falſitics and 
Calumnies which he had advanced therein againſt 
him; whereupon they threatened to gag him, if he 
would not hold his Peace; but he anſwered, that he 
could not bear this Man ſhould accuſe him, before fo 


many People, of not being a Chriſtian, ſince he was 


a better Chriſtian than he was; nor that he ſhould im- 
pole ſo many Calumnies upon him, which might be 
believed by many of the Perſons preſent : Neverthe- 
leſs, the Doctor continued his Diſcourſe for ſome 
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Time; after which, Rabec was ſtript of his Garments 
and clothed in a ridiculous Manner, with à green Bon- 
net upon his Head, and the Biſhop delivered him into 
the Hands of the Officers of the Law, ſaying, according 
ro the fooliſh Cuſtom which they make Uſe of upon theſe 
Occaſions, Treat him gently; which means, in the 
f.anguage of the Biſhops, BURN HIM, AND MAKE 
HIM SUFFER THE MOST HORRIBLE TORMENTS YOU 
CAN DEVISE. A ſtrange Thing, that Men of their 
Character, who are ſo much eſteemed in the Roman 
Church, ſhould, on theſe Occaſions, act the Part of 


a Stage-Player, more infamous a thouſand Times than 


that of a Comedian. 
But to return to our Martyr, After this fatal Be- 


ginning of the Tragedy, the ſecular Judges prepared 


and expedited the Proceedings of his Trial; and they 


attempted ſtill to make his Conſtancy by every Method 


in their Power. The Lieutenant Criminal, named 
Depince, ſaid he ſhould be burnt alive, hanging over the 


Fire inthe dir; and, if he refuſed to confeſs to a Prieſ?, 


he ſhould have his Tongue cut out, He cauſed a Sen- 
tence to be drawn up to that Purpoſe, which was ſigned 
by ſome of the Cn, although he had not conſul- 
ted any of them: Many of them refuſed to ſign it, 
and withdrew ; and there was one of them, who ſaid 
aloud to Depince, that he had no Order to proceed, 
notwithſtanding his Appeal ; and that, if he did, he 
would moſt certainly repent of it. But this unju/? 
udge ſtill remained determined to carry his Sentence 
into Execution, as he accordingly cid with a great 
Deal of Cruelty, and with extreme Fury; for, going 
to the Priſon about two of the Clock in the After- 
noon, attended with the K:ng's Council and Attorney, 
he cauſed his Tongue to be cut out; becauſe he al- 
ways remained firm in the Confeſſion of his Faith, 
without any Diflimulation, either through Fear or 
Perſuaſion z becauſe he had refuſed to ſay Jeu Ma- 
ria; and becauſe, when they would have compelled 
him to do it by threatening him with n 
ad 
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bad anſwered, that, if he could believe his Tongue 
would pronounce thoſe Wards, he would himſelf cut it off 
with his Teeth. He was at length faſtened to a Sledge, 
which was drawn along by a Cart unto the Place 
appointed for his Execution : There he was ſtripped 
of his Clothes, and Bundles of Straw were tied be- 
fore and behind his Body, firewed with Flour of 
Brimſtone, and then he was drawn up by a Pulley. 
When he was thus ſuſpended in the Air, he began to 
ſing the LXXIXth P/alm, ſufficiently plain to be 
underſtood, although his Tongue was cut out ; and he 
many Times called on JzsUs CHR1sT to help him, 
for Half a Quarter of an Hour that he remained thus 
hanging, before they had lighted the Fire. There 
were many who thought he had ſaid, 7eſus crie, (that 
is, Feſus cries aloud, ſcreams, or ſcolds,) when he called 
upon Jesus CHRIST ; becauſe, his Tongue being 
cut out, he could not pronounce his Name fully; 
whereupon they mocked the Martyr, according to 
the Cuſtom of ſuch ſuperſtitious People. It ſeems 
that the after or Guardian of the Cordeliers would 
not permit them to ſet the Wood on Fire fo ſoon as 
they would have done, waiting to ſee the Effect of a 
Trick which he had intended to have played; for, as 
he ſtood all the Time very near the Straw, with an- 
other Frier named Alanus, he officiouſly aſſiſted the 
Executioner to put the Straw round the Martyr, 
There were fome Perſons who obſerved him put a 
lighted Coal among ſi the Straw : And, as every one 
knows the Monks make no great Scruple of commit- 
ting prous Frauds, he had undoubtedly a Deſign to 
ſhew, on this Occaſion, one of the Monts Miracles, 
if the Straw had blazed out of itſelf, without any other 
Fire being put to it; for he would not have failed to 
have (aid, witn a great Deal of Impudence, that the 
Fire was miraculouſiy ſent from HEAVEN, to ſhew that 
CroD or the Saints took great Pleaſure to fee the Heretics 
burnt : But GoD would not permit this Knave thus 
to deceive the People. They were now obliged to 
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light the Fire; and the Friers took Pains ftill to ex- 
cite the Executioner to make the Martyr die a linger- 
ing Death; ſaying to him, Draw him up, and let him 
down, continually, until he prays to the Virgin Mary; 
inſomuch that the Mariyr's BowELs in Part CAME 
OUT, and then he was heard to ſpeak, although he had 
ſcarcely the Figure of a Man. 

Thus the Enemies ef the Truth exerciſed the ut- 
moſt of their Fury upon this illuſtrious Martyr, 
whom Gop fortified in a moſt extraordinary Man- 
ner. Gop had alſo taken Care to adminiſter Com- 
fort to him, and to encourage him by others : For, 
as they were preparing to perform the Ceremony of 
Degradation, he aſked for a little Wine; and the 
Perſon who brought it to him, and who very proba- 
bly was one of the Reformed, in preſenting the Wine 
to him, ſaid to him, Be of good Courage, my Friend, 
for the Lord Gop is with you ; which was of great 
Service to him, in comforting and encouraging him, 
as he ſhewed by immediately anſwering him, My 
Friend, I believe ſo too. | | 

The wonderful Conftancy of this Martyr greatly 
edified the Reformed, who already were pretty nu- 
merous in the Country of Anjou; as well as the For- 
titude of the Martyr whoſe Hiſtory we are going to 
relate, and of thoſe alſo of whom we know Nothin 
but their Names, and who were burnt almoſt at the 
ſame Time. n 

PETER DE ROUSSEAU. 

This Martyr was called Peter de Rouſſeau, a Na- 
tive of Anjou, He had ſpent ſome Time at Geneva, 
and at Lauſanne, where he had made a very great 
Progreſs in the Study of Gop's Word. He went to 
Angers, to aſk of his Brother-in-Law his Share of 
an Eſtate which had fallen to him. Tur1s Brether- 
in-Law was the Perſon who betrayed him, and who 
delivered him to the Officers of Juſtice, to avoid, by 
thoſe Means, making any Diviſion of the m_— 
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and to keep the Whole to himſelf. His Impriſon- 
ment was nearly as long as that of the preceding 
Martyr, Rabec, with whom he had paſſed moſt of 
his Time, and who had mutually afforded each other 
much Comfort and Conſolation, after having both of 
them made the ſame Confeſſion of Faith. 

As he had been a Prieſt, he was firſt degraded and 
delivered over to the ſecular Power, in the tame Man- 
ner as Fohn Rabec, whom I have juſt before men- 


tioned : He was alſo condemned by the ſame Judges. 


He appealed from this Sentence to the Parliament: 
Nevertheleſs he was not carried there, becauſe a 
Preſident of the Parliament of Aix in Provence, named 
Remy Ambroys, had obtained a Commiſſion from King 
HENRY II. which empowered him to judge, finally, 
thoſe who had appealed, being Hereties and Lutherans; 
whereby Neuſſeau fell into his Hands. He made him 
anſwer, a ſecond Time, to the Articles which he had 
already confeſſed; and, ſeeing that he continued in 
that holy Confeſſion, he cauſed him to be racked to the 
UTMosT EXTREMITY, THREE ſeveral 7 imes, With a 
MOST HORRIBLE CRUELTY. He allo ordered nts 
Tongues To BE CUT our; then he GAGGED HIM 
with an IRoN GAG; and, after he had, in this Man- 
ner, BROKEN HIM IN PIECES, and DISLOCATED HI13 
Boxes, with the UT MOST BAREARIT T, he at length 
ordered him to be drawn, upon a Sledge, to the Place 
of Execution; where he ſuffered, with al! that Steds 
faſineſs with which Gop commonly favours his Mar 
tyrs, who granted him the ſame Grace and Favour 
which he had already done to ſeveral others ; which 
was, that the Gag which he had in his Mouth el 
into the Fire, and that, whilſt they prolonged his 
Torments in the accuſtomed Manner, they heard him 
many Times ſay, O Lonp Jesvs CnRIST, help me; 
O Loxp My Gop, it me: Which evidently ſhew- 
ed that tnere is no [ime of the greateſt Extremity 
which can cauſe the Faithful to forget him on whom 

. © 
they depend for every Deliverance, : 
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LEWIS LE MOINE, IMBERT BERNARD, 
RICHARD YETTE, CLAUDIUS DONAS, 
. ee BOIS-TANE, RENE DE MON- 
GERS. 


This Remy Ambroys was one of the mot violent Per- 
ſecutors of his Time: He was of @ Country which 
was an Enemy to the Reformed, and of a Town where 
he had learnt goodly Leſſons of Cruelty and Barbarity, 
at the Time the Fir/? Preſident * D'Oepepe maſſacred 
the Proteſtants of Merindol and Cabrieres, There 
could not be found a more proper Perſon, than he 
was, to ſhed, without Pity, the Blood of the Inno- 
cent. He continued, this Year, to exerciſe the ſame 
Cruelty, whereof, by Way of 'Trial, he had made a 
Reginning by the Martyrdom of Peter de Rouſſeau, 
upon Lewis le Moine, Imbert Bernard, Richard Yette, 
Claudius Donas, William Bois-tane, and on Rent de 
Mongers, called Niziere, The laſt of theſe Martyrs 
had been, in his Youth, ſo profligate, as to become 
one of a Company of Rybbers ; but he was ſo tho- 
roughly changed, when he came to the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel, that even the Enemies of the Truth 
could not avoid admiring his extraordinary Converſion, 


JOHN BERTRAND. 
John Bertrand, a Native of Bourg de Montoire in 


the Country of Vendomois, a Keeper of the Woods 


of the Foreſt of Marchenoir in the County of Dunois, 
was taken up in the Beginning of the Month of Fe- 
bruary, and carried, bound, to the Priſon at Blois. 
He had ſpoken, with great Freedom, concerning the 
Maſs and other Abuſes in the Church of Rome; and 
he confeſſed, to one of the Counſellors of the Preſi- 
dial, whoſe Office it was to examine him, that he 
bad ſaid that the Maſs was a moſt abominable Thing, by 

DE which 


* See before the Notes referred to, in the Account of 
the Martyrdom of John du Bec. 
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which the Prieſis abuſed the People; becauſe, ſaid 
he, I have read with great Care the Books of the Old 
and New Te/taments, and have never found there the 
Word Maſs.” As to the Reſt, he gave an Ac- 
count of his Faith in a Manner which ſhewed that 
he did not fear the Power of Man. The Monks, who 
aſſiſted at this Examination, having ſeen the Reſo- 
lution and Courage with which he behaved, went 
away from the Place where they were examining him, 
ſaying, that he ought to be burnt, as a pernicious Lu- 
theran : To whom this Martyr replied, with great 
Meekneſs, 7 49s. Gon, through our LoxD Jesvs 
ChRIST, that he will give me Grace to undergo it. 
After they had made Uſe of all the common Artifi- 
ces to endeavour to make him recant, they proceeded 
to his Condemnation. The Judges were not all agreed 
as to his Puniſhment, nor as to the Place of his — 
cution; although the more moderate would have con- 
demned him to be hanged, and then burnt at Marchenoir, 
where he moſtly frequented, and where he might 
have ſown his Hereſies; while others determined, that 
he ſhould be burnt alive at Blois: But, at laſt, they 
took a middle Way, which ſhews plainly, how much 
Fury blinded the 275 of thoſe who perſecuted the Re- 
formed, and how much the Spirit of Stupidity, with 
which they were actuated, had darkened in them the 
Light of common Senſe. It was then reſolved, that 
Bertrand ſhould be burnt in Effigy at Marchenoir, and 
at Blois he ſhould be burnt ALIVE, after having been 
racked to the utmoſt Extremity, for the uſual Reaſons, 
(viz, to diſcover more of the Reformed,) with this 
Clauſe, That, if the Executioner ſhould perceive 
that the Priſoner was willing to repent and recant, 
> when he ſhould be faſtened to the Stake, he ſhould 
* FRrangle him before the Fire kindled upon him; but, 
* otherwiſe, he ſhould burn him alive. We have ſome- 
times ſeen in this Hiſtory ſome furious Judges, who 
would put their Hand to the Work, and would per- 
form the Office of the Hangman themſelves ; but here 
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is a Hangman, whom the Judges themſelves put in 
their Place, and to whom they gave a Fudge's Commiſ- 
fron. Bertrand appealed from this Sentence, which 
was as unjuſt as ridiculous ; but it was, nevertheleſs, 
confirmed by the Parliament of Paris, who ſent him 
back to Blois. There were ſome Counſellors of that 
Body, who had heard the J/ord of Gop, but who, 
moſt plainly, had not received it in their Hearts, who 
endeavoured chiefly to perſuade him to recant, in or- 
der to obtain his Enlargement; and who, having found 
him to continue firm in the Faith, ſpread a ee 
that he was an Anabaptiſi; thus to excuſe themſelves 
to the Reformed of Paris for having condemned him. 
This Martyr, having been remitted to his former 
Judgement of Blois, was carried there, and ſent to his 
former Priſon, from whence they ſoon brought him 
out, to carry him to Execution. He was at Prayers 
when the Jailer called him to hear the Sentence of 
his Condemnation read; and when the Reading there- 
of was finiſhed, he began to pray with much Ardour, 
ſaying, O Lorp, I beſcech thee, preſerve and ſupport 
me, keep and ſuccour me, even to the End! Grant me the 
Grace to ſuffer valiantly that which is to be done unto me 
this Day. He had ſtill the Importunities of certain 
Monks to ſuffer for ſome Time; who, following their 
ſuperſtitious Cuſtom, would make him take a wooden 
Crofs in his Hand, before he was delivered into the 
Hands of the Executioner, but he refuſed it. When 
he departed from he Priſon, he recommended him- 
ſelf to the Prayers of the Priſoners, among whom 
there were ſome who had obſerved his natural Meck- 


neſs and Good- Nature, and had taken Notice of his 


ood and pious Behaviour during the Time of his 
mpriſonment, who faid among themſelves, God 


| front him the Grace patently to undergo his Martyrdom. 


hen he came out of the Priſon, he got up into the 
Cart, and cried aloud, in the Preſence and Hearing 
of a great Number of People, I thank my Gon that I 


do not ſuffer as a Murderer, nor as a Thief, nr as a 


Blaiphcmer, 
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1 Blaſphemer, but only for maintaining the Cauſe of my 
| SayioUR. The Executioner then ſaid to him, Thou 
awicked Fellow, why wouldſt thou not #i/s the Croſs ? 
and at the ſame Time he put the Rope about his 
Neck, and drew it much tighter than it was cuſto- 
mary todo: But the Martyr, without ſhewing any 
Reſentment for this Injury or for this ill Uſage, con- 
tented himſelf with ſaying to him, My Friend, Gop 
pardon thee. After that he began to ſing many Ver- 
ſes of the XXVth and LXXXVIth Pſalms, chooſing 
the Places moſt ſuitable to the State he was in; and 
thus he was carried to the Place of Execution. When 
he ſaw the Place where he was to be burnt, he ap» 
proached it with Joy, ſaying, O what a beautiful Place 
is here prepared for me! O happy Day! And, when 
the Fire was lighted, he cried out, O ry Gon, help 
thy Servant; I recommend my Soul unto thee: And thus 
he gave up the Ghoſt, without the leaſt Diſcompo- 
ſedneſs or Uneafineſs whatſoever, He had natural 
2 a handſome Face, and he appeared ſtill more hand- 
ſome when they carried him to Execution. The 
Fear of Death had no Power over him, and his Stea- 
dineſs helped greatly to confirm the Faith of thofe Be- 
lievers who were Witneſſes of it. SN 


ARNOLD MONIER AD JOHN DE CAZES: 


Arnold Mimier and John de Cazes were alſo, this 
Year, placed- among the Number of Martyrs who 
died for the Honour of the Truth. The former was 
born at St. Milton," in Bourdelois, He was about 
twenty-five Years of Age, and was ſent to the Priſon 
of the Conciergerie of the Parliament of Bourdeaux, by 
Order of the King's Attorney, to whom they had given 
Information, that he came not to Church, and that 
be did not perform the uſual Superſtitions, . Upon 
> this Information, the Attorney went; himſelf to his 
>> Houſe, and aſked him ſeveral Queſtions. about his 
= Religion; Then he took him up, and gave Notice 
© thercof to the Parliament, who examined him, by 
their 
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their Commiſſaries, in the Court of Juſtice for Crimi- 
nals, where he gave an Account of his Faith. The 
f latter was a Native of Libourne, an intimate Friend of © 
the former; and he was arreſted five or fix Days af- 
ter: For, heving endeavoured to ſpeak with his 
Friend, and comfort him in his Impriſonment; al. 
though they had refuſed to permit him to come into 
the Conciergerie three or four Times, and had even 
informed him that they had expreſs Orders to take up 
all thoſe who came to ſee and to converſe with Mo- 
nier; yet the Deſire to ſee his Friend, and to ſtrengthen 
him in the Combat to which he was expoſed, made 
him deſpiſe the Danger that he ran thereby. He 
returned to the Conciergerie; where the Keeper of the 
Priſon detained him, and gave Advice thereof to the © 
Counſellor appointed to examine Homer. It happened 
that the Counſellor knew Cazes, who had formerly 
been his Reporter, or Informer, in a Law-Afﬀair ;* 
wherefore he was deſitous to ſet him at Liberty, with- | 
out examining farther into the Matter, ſaying only, | 
1 know Cazes very well, and I do not believe he belongs © 
to Monier's Se}, nor that he does not confeſs himſelf is 
a Prieſt, and . and receive the Sacrament at Eaſter. 
Cazes by theſe Means had it in his Power to avoid 
anſwering, and to extricate himſelf out of this Trou- 
dle; but the Magnanimity and Scrupulouſneſs of 
the Reformed of that Time could not ſuffer the leaſt 
| Shadow of Diſſimulation: He feared he ſhould do an 
| Injury both to his Friend and to himſelf, if he ſhould 7 
not teſtify, upon this Occaſion, the Eſteem he had © 
for him, and what were his own Sentiments ; there- | 7 
| fore he anſwered the Counſclior, Sir, I am certain 
| Monier is a good Man ; and, as for myſelf, 1 confeſs 
5 — 
® Fon Rapporteur dans une affaire civile. We have no 
correiſponden: Practice, that I know of, in our Law. Pro- 
| ceedings in England ; it is very difficult, therefore, not to 
l ſay impoſſible, to convey an adequate Idea of the Buſineſs 7 
of a Rapporteur in France, one of their Law-Officers. | i 
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ds my Sins to none but Gop alone; I ſpend my Eaflers 
* Afhiritually, and I would not, for TEN THOUSAND 
33 partake in any Manner with the Idolatries 
which are committed in the popiſh Church. Upon this 
Anſwer, the Counſellor detained him, and ordered 
him to be put into the Dungeon until the Morrow ; 
when he was examined, and gave an Account of his 
Faith in a Manner which wonderfully tallied with 
that extraordinary Generoſity which he ſhewed 

throughout his whole Conduct. 
They then laboured jointly in forming the Pro- 
ceſs againſt theſe two illuſtrious Priſoners. After 
they had ſuſtained the uſual Combats and Tempta- 
tions, the King's Council gave in their Opinions 
againſt them, whereby they had decreed, that Mo- 
nier and Cazes ſhould be condemned to be drawn upon 
a Sledge, through the accuſtomed Croſs-ways of the 
City, to the Church of St. Andrew, and to make à 
public Confeſſion over- againſt that Church, aſking Par- 
don of Gop, the Xing, and the Magiſtrates; and 
from thence to be carried over-againſt the Palace, to 
be burnt there alive, Upon theſe Reſolutions, the 
Court of the Tournelle, who were to give Judgement 
in this Matter, were divided in their Opinions ; ſome 
were for putting them to the Rack, and then to burn 
them, according to the Reſolutions of the King's 
Council ; and others were of Opinion that they ſhould 
be placed THREE Months in one of the Monaſteries of the 
City, before they ſhould proceed any farther, or order any 
corporal Puniſhment to be inflifted upon them ; ſaying, 
that the Priſoners had confeſſed ALL the Articles of the 
Faith; that, moreover, they had not been — 
in the CHRISTIAN CHURCH, from the firſt and ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, to inflit any Puniſhment for RELIGION ; 
that the Cuſtom, which had been introduced during the laſt 
forty Years, was UNBECOMING CHRISTIANS ; and 
that, during the Time the Priſoners ſhould be in the Mo- 
naſtery, they might communicate to them the Sentiments 
and the Books of the ancient Doctors, and exhort and 
inſtruct 
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x inſtruct them more 9 All theſe Reaſons were 
| not ſufficient to cauſe the Reſt to alter their Opi- 
nions ; wherefore, to put an End to this Diviſion, 
the Cauſe was referred to the ſuperior Court of Juſtice; 
where theſe two faithful Martyrs were condemned to 
the Puniſhments contained in the Reſolutions of the 
King's Council ; and the only Alteration which they 
made was, that the Decree did not order that they 
ſhould be burnt alive. The whole Proceedings were 

carried on with ſo much Speed, that Cazes had 
ſcarcely been ſix Days in Priſon; for, having been 
impriſoned on the firſt Day of May, fix Days after 
his Friend Monier, as we ſaid before, they were both 
executed on the 7th Day of the ſame Month. 

They were then, according to the Sentence which 
had been pronounced againſt them, dragged through 
the Mud, upon a Sledge, from the Conciergerie to the 
Church of St. Andrew, where they were to make the 
public Confeſſion, When they were brought there, 
Cazes, ſeeing that his Companion was melancholy, 
Courage, ſaid he to him; take Courage, my Brother: 
we have behaved well hitherto ; let us not behave otherwiſe 
at laſt. They comforted one another afterwards, and 
ſtrengthened one another, and they continually de- 
clared their Innocence and the Juſtice of the Cauſe 

| which they maintained, 'I hey were then carried 
j over-againſt the Palace, which was the Place ap- 
pointed for their Execution. When they were come 
there, the Officers of Juſtice ordered Cazes to make 
his Confeſſion of Faith ; whereupon he began to recite 
the Apoſtles Creed, to ſhew his Faith was entirely con- 
formable to the true Church. They gave the ſame 
Order to Monier, and he anſwered immediately, Beth 
by one Mouth ; bath by one Mouth ; when my Brotber 
Speaks, I ſpeak alſo; we are both agreed inthe ſame Faith, 
and we have the ſame Aſſurance. After this, Monier was 
faſtened the firſt to the Gibbet, and ſtrargled, af- 
ter having given Thanks to Gop, as well for his 
Companion as for himſelf, for the Grace he had ploy 
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them to confeſs his Name, and having beſought him 
to give them Grace to perſevere unto the End. When 
the Executioner was going to ſtrangle Cazes, who 
was alſo faſtened to the ſame Gibbet, he fell to the 
Ground, and wounded his Head ; fo that, the Fire 
being already kindled under the Gibbet, Cazes was 
burnt alive, they not being able to ſtrangle him, in- 
ſomuch that his Legs were burnt to the Bone before 
he expired, Notwithſtanding the Violence of all 
theſe Torments, he was heard continually to cry out, 
My God, my FATHER. 

When the Execution was finiſhed, and the Bodies 
of theſe two Martyrs were almoſt reduced to Aſhes, 
God manifeſtly ſhewed how eaſy it was for him to 
confound his Enemies; for, although they had uſed 
great Precaution to prevent a Tumult, and had even 
ſhut the City-Gates, and planted Guards every where, 
as if they apprehended themſelves to be in Danger, 
a Panic ſeized and terrified fo ſtrongly all thoſe who 
were Spectators of this ſorrowful Scene, that the CV 
fecers of Fuſftice, without knowing any Reaſon for ſo 
doing, began to fly, trampling one another under their 
Feet. A Prior of St. Antony fell down, and could not 
get up again till after a great Number of People had 
made their Way over him; and the Greffier Pontac, 
was thrown from his Mule, in the Street called 
Poitevine, ſo that they were obliged to carry him into 
a neighbouring Houſe, whiiſt he, through Fear, 
cried out, Hide me; ſave my Life ; I am a dead Man. 
Every one faſtened his Doors; and, at laſt, when 
they enquired into this Tumult, they were aſtoniſhed 
to find that it was an Alarm without the leaſt Foun- 
dation, and without any Appearance of Reaſon : But 
thoſe who viewed it in a higher Light ſaw thereby, 
moſt manifeſtly, that Gor was pleaſed in this Man- 
ner to confound his Enemies, and to convince them 
of their Weakneſs ; as, on the other Hand, he had 
manifeſted his Power by the extraordinary Support 
with which he had favoured his Martyrs, and whereof 
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he had given them evident Proofs in the aſtoniſhing 11 
Fortitude which accompanied them to the laſt Mo- F. 
ment of their Lives, = 
BARTHOLOMEW HECTOR. 95 
Bartbolometu Hector, a Carrier, was born at Pi- C 
tier. He had been a long Time in Doubt concern- a, 
ing the Truths of the Goſpel, by Reaſon of the dif- al 
ferent Opinions which every one maintained at that f. 
Time: He reſolved, therefore, to go to Geneva, ha- d 
ving heard that they preached there the pure Word of tl 
Go, to inform himſelf of the Truth, and to be in c 


the Way thar leadeth to everlaſting Life. He had 
not been there long before he attained the Know- 6 
ledge of it ; and, having attained it, he formed the ] 
Deſign of returning to bring his Wife and Children, t 
that they alſo might be brought up in the Fear of 
Gop. He did ſo; and ſettled his Family in that 
City, and maintained himſelf and Family by con- | 
-veying to other Countries the Books they printed at 
Geneva, and which he carried to many Places. This 
Buſineſs was then very dangerous, and it was diffi- 
cult to follow it any long T ime without being difſ- 
covered. He was taken up, at the Beginning of this 
Year, in going from Val d' Angrogne to Val de St. 
Martin, by a 8 of the Country, named Du 
Perrier. He was immediately carried to Pignerol; 
from whence he was afterwards carried to the Par- 
liament of Turin. He firſt went through the Hands 
of the eccleſiaſtic Judges, who did every Thing in 
their Power to turn him from the Profeſſion of the 
Truth: But he confeſſed it, and always defended it, 
with a wonderful Conſtancy; aſking often for Paper, 
to ſet down his Reaſons in Writing, taken out of the 
Seripture, upon which his Faith was founded. They 
would never be induced to manage the Diſpute in 
that Manner with him, although he was a Man with- 
out Knowledge and illiterate; inſomuch that his 
Judges, having not the leaſt Hope that they ſhould 
2 ever 
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ever be able to ſhake his Faith, put him into the 
Hands of the Parliament, whoſe Efforts had no better 
Effect: Wherefore, after having ſeveral Times pro- 
miſed him to ſet him at Liberty if he would recant, 
they condemned him to be burnt, as a Heretic, a 
Schiſmatic, a Seducer, a Diſturber of the Peace of the 
Chriſtian Republic, and an Infractor of the King's Or- 
ders. The prohibited Books, which he had brought 
and they had ſeized, were ordered to be burnt be- 
fore him; and the Reſt of his Goods and Merchan- 
diſe, which he carried to ſell, were confiſcated ; the 
third Part whereof was given to the Informer, ac- 
cording to the King's Order. | 
This Judgement was given the nineteenth Day of 
{ones and on the Morrow it was pronounced to the 
riſoner, who immediately praiſed Gop for his Grace, 
that he called him to ſuffer for his Name's Sake, He 
prepared himſelf for his Death with a Courage entire- 
ly worthy ofa true Martyr. He always rejected rhe 
Offers, which they made him continually, for his 
Deliverance, inſomuch, that the Parliament, havin 
been informed of his Firmneſs by the Counſellors, who 
had been ſent to the Priſon to announce to him his 
Sentence of Condemnation, ſent him Word, that, if 
he ſpoke in going to Execution, he ſhould have his Tongue 
cut out: But this Threat did not prevent his exhor- 
ting the People to fear God, nor to ſpeak boldly of 
the Errors of the Church of Rome. When he was 
brought to the Place of Execution, his Judges AGAIN 
ſent to tell him, if he would recant, he ſhould not die. 
But he deſpiſed all theſe Promiſes, and, kneeling 
down, he prayed, and concluded in praying God, 
aloud, to pardon his Judges, and open their Eyes, 
that they might underſtand the Truth of Hs Word. 
He then made ſome Remonſtrances to the People, 
wherewith many of them were very much moved, and 
who ſaid, weeping, that they ought not to put this 
Man to Death, who talked of Nothing but Gon. 
As they prepared his Body for the Fire, by ſprink- 
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ling thereon Flour .of Brimſtone and Gunpowder, he 
lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, ſaying, O Lord, how 
weet is this to me He was at length ſtrangled. His 
Body was burnt to Aſhes; and his Martyrdom was a 
Sacrifice of ſweet Savour to the LORD, and of great 
Edification to the Church, n. 


JEROME CAZABONE. 

We have already ſeen many Martyrs who have 
defpiſed Death for the Glory of Gop : but here is 
one, who in ſome Meaſure fought it, and neglected 
every Opportunity which was offered him, many 
Times, during his Impriſonment, to ſave his Life, 
and to deliver himſelf from Bondage; becauſe he 
loved the Lox D JESUS CHRIST and his Goſpel more 
than his own Life. Jerome Cazabone, a Native of 
Bern, is this illuſtrious Martyr of whom I am ſpeak- 
ing. He was Preceptor to many Children of good 
Families at Moni-Flanguin, whom he inſtructed in 
Piety at the ſame Time wherein he was teaching 
them the Belles-Lettres. A Mont of Periguenx came 
to preach there the Lenten Sermons this Year, and he 
did not fail to-preach liſe a Monk ; I mean, to main- 
tain the People in their Superſtition, and 10 feed them 
with Fables. Jerome reproved him for it, on the 
Tueſday before Eaſter, as he came out from preaching 
his Sermon, and he exhorted him no longer to de- 
ceive the ignorant People in that Manner. The 
Preacher feigned to give an Ear to what he ſaid, and 
carried him to the Houſe of the Prizft where he was 
to dine But, when he came there, he talked to him 
in another Tone; telling him, that the Doctrine 
which he had preached was the Doctrine of the 
Church, and that the Remon/trances which Jerome had 
made ſmelt of the Faggot, The Argument began 
again, and held till Dinner-time ; when Jerome re- 
tired, and took Leave of the Pric/? and the Mond, who 
ſhewed him a friendly Countenance, but who never- 


theleſs did not fail to go immediately to the Fudge of 
: the 
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the Place; who received their Information, and 
who, having made out a Warrant againſt Cazabone, 
ſent him to Priſon. On the Morrow he cauſed him 
to be brought to the Town-houſe ; where he examined 
him on the uſual Points in Divinity. The Martyr 
anſwered with great Reſolution, and with ſuch Wiſe 
dom and Diſcretion, that he always confounded the 
Monk ; who, to get rid of the Argumeat, began ta 
jeer him when he could not anſwer him. The Fudge 
plainly perceived it, and ſwore by St. Antony, (whom 
perbaps he believed to be his Patron, ) that the Pri- 
ſoner was a learned Man. 

During the Time they were examining ſome Wit - 
neſſes, the Vicar of the Church of Notre Dame paſſed 
along before the Town- houſe, where Jerome was waiting 
with the Jailor's Man who guarded him; and, becauſe 
the Vicar was then carrying, with the uſual Parade, 
the IDOL of the Mass to a ſick Perſon, he who kept 
the Priſoner would have compelled him to fall down 
upon his Knees; but this illuſtrious and magnani- 
mous Martyr, very far from complying therewith, 
took Occaſion to repreſent, to thoſe who were preſent, 
how very abominable their /dolatry therein was; and 
to exhort them to adore ONLY the living and eternal Gon, 
through IE SUS CHRIST, WHO IS IN HEAVEN, Ar 
THE RIGHT-HAND oF His FATHER, and not in the 
Hands of the Priefls, who, by theſe Kinds of PUPPET= 
SHOWS, abuſed the People. When the Judge had put 
his Proceſs into a proper Order for proceeding, he 
ſent him back to Priſon, and gave Orders to the Bai- 
li to conduct him to Bourdeauæ in a Fortnight, on 
the Penalty of forfeiting five hundred Livres, But the 
Bailiff, notwithſtanding this Order, kept him above 
tibo Months ;, during which Time he gave him fre- 
quently Opportunities of eſcaping ; nevertheleſs, he 
would never avail himſelf of any of them; And, that 
the Reformed might not be offended at his Conduct, 
he wrote them a Letter, whereby, after having prayed 
them to aſſemble themſelves together, and to beg of 
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Gon to give him Strength neceſſary for his Day of 
Trial, he told them, that he had rather go to Bourdeaux, 
and there give a Teſtimony of his Faith, than that the Ene- 
mies of the Truth, and of the Goſpel which he had confeſſed, 
ſhould take Occaſion to condemn the Doctrine, or to doubt 
the Truth of it, by Reaſon of his Flight ; ſo much had he 
the Glory of Gon at Heart. He was, at laſt, there- 
fore, ſent to Bourdeaux, with a very ſmall Guard; but, 
far from intending to eſcape by the Way, as he might 
eaſily have done, he, on the contrary, ſought every 
Occaſion to teach and to preach the Word of Gor to 
all thoſe whom he met on the Road, or in the Inns by 
which he paſſed, exhorting them to embrace the 
Grace of our LoxD JESUS CHRIST, and to renounce 
Idolatry. 

No ſconer was he arrived at Bourdeaux, but his 
Proceſs was ſent to the Regiſterer, and he was carried 
before the A of the Parliament. They aſked him 
if he would abide by his Opinions: He anſwered, 
that HE WOULD ; and that he had even deſired to appear 
before them, to ſeal, by the Shedding of his Blood, the true 
and pure Goſpel of the LoRD JEsUs. His Judges, ta- 
Xing Notice of his extraordinary Courage, did not de- 
lay a Moment to bring on his Trial. In the firſt 
Place, they. put him to the Rack, to know, if, at 
Mont Flanguin, he was acquainted with any, who ſtill 


remained there, of his Opinion: But he always con- 


ſtantly refuſed to bring any of the Reformed into 
Trouble, notwithſtanding whatſoever Threatenings 
they might uſe, or Torments they might make him 
ſuffer. At length they required him to aſk Pardon, 
with a lighted Torch in his Hand, of Gop, of the 
Virgin Mary, of the male and female Saints of Paradiſe, 
and of the Magiſtrates ; but the Martyr refuſed to aſt 
Pardon of any but of Gop ; to whom he immediately 
prayed to. forgive him the Sins which he had com- 


- mitted againſt his divine Majeſty, ſaying, in Regard 


to the others, that it would be Mockery to aſk Par- 
don of thoſe whom he had never offended, Upon this 
they 
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they commanded him 10 put out his Tongue; which he 
did, and it was cut off, He was then carried to the 


Place of Execution; where he manifeſted, by Jift- 
ing up his Eyes and Hands towards Heaven, that - 


there his Hopes were fixed. N 
AN DOCHE MINARD. _ 

In this ſame Year, a young Man, named Andoche 
Minard, a Native of Saulieu, and who had been 
Chaplain of that Place, was taken up, at the Bo- 
rough of Montſenis, as he was coming back. from Ce- 
neva, to return into Burgundy. He had reproved 
ſome Blaſphemers, who had taken the Name of Gos 
in vain; and that was a Crime, in thoſe Days, 
which commoenly ſent Men to the Stake, This 
Man, after having many Times given Teſtimony to 
the Truth, and confeſſed very often, with great Re- 
ſolution, the Truths of the Goſpel, was at laſt burnt 
at Autun, before the Church of St. Ladre, and he 
underwent this Death with a Boldneſs which ſtrength- 
ened all the Reformed who were Witneſſes of it, and 
which brought over many to the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, | | 

I do not doubt but the extraordinary Zeal, which 
the Martyrs of theſe Times manifeſted, came imme- 
diately from the SPIRIT of GoD ; who, in calling 
them to Martyrdom, made them feel his Power in 
them, and the Greatneſs of that ſupernatural Strength 
with which. he was pleaſed to favour them. The 
Church of Rome daily demands of us, what are the 
Miracles of our Reformers and of our Reformation? 


We, with Reaſon, anſwer, that our Refarmation has 


no Need of Miracles, 2 oux Doctrine is not a 
new Goſpel ; that it is the ſame which JIEsus CHRIs 
and his Apoſtles preached ; and that the Miracles 
which THEY have wrought in eſtabliſhing it are ouR 
Miracles. Nevertheleſs it is very certain that the 
Reformation in general is ztſelf one of the greateſt Mi- 
racles that GoD hath wa in his Church fince the 
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Creation of the TVorld ; that he hath wrought, in theſe 
Times, an infinite Number of true Miracles, where 
his Hand and his Strength have evidently appeared, 
in a great Number of particular Occaſions ; and that, 
if the Montt, and generally all the CHEATS of the 
Rormiſh Church, had not abuſed the very Name of 
Miracles, to give a Sanction to their Superſtitions; 
by an infinite Number of Impaſtures, which they 
could not themſelves diſavow, and which have even 
diſcredited the'Name of ' Miracles, we might boaſt, 
with Truth, to be poſſeſſed of them which we may 
affirm to be /erling, and which have all the Charac- 

ters of TRUE Miracles, | 

PHILIBERT HAMELIN. 

1557. — The following Hiſtory, as well as the 
greateſt Part of thoſe which compoſe the general Hiſ- 
tory of our Martyrs, whoſe Intrepidity hath always 
ſurpaſſed the utmoſt Strength of human Nature, cau- 
ſed me to make theſe Reflections. Philibert Hamelin, 
who was born at Tours in Touraine, was one of thoſe 
Martyrs. who carried his Zeal the fartheſt, and who 
Jaboured with moſt Courage for the Advancement of 
the Goſpel, He had been a Priz/t; and, when Gon 
had called him to the Knowledge of his Truth, his 
moſt ardent Defire 'was to advance the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Kingdom of HIS SON; and from that Time 
he laboured to that End, without Intermiſſion, by 
every Means which he could deviſe. He went im- 
mediately to Geneva, where he took a Printing- Houſe, 
which he made Uſe of 'to augment the Number of 
the Books of the holy Scripture in the French T ongue : 
He conveyed many Volumes of them into France, 
and be himfelf took many Journeys thither, to reſ- 
cue, as much as he could, thoſe of his own Nation 
from that Darkneſs into which they were fallen, as 
well by Means of his Books as by his preaching and 
expounding the Goſpel to them. If he had re- 
garded his own Intereſt, his Abode at Geneva oy 
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have been more convenient, and more beneficial, as 
to the World: For it often happened to him to loſe 
his Books; to be purſued from Place to Place; to be 
beaten or impriſoned: But he eſteemed himſelf the 
more happy for all theſe Diſgraces; and he no ſooner 
eſcaped out of one Danger, but he ſought to enter 
into another. | 
It was his Cuſtom, at the Time he travelled in di- 
vers Parts of the Kingdom, to accoſt the Peaſants, 
chiefly when they took their Meals, in the Fieids, at 
the Foot of ſome Tree, or under the Shade of the 
Hedges, and, pretending to reſt bimſelf near them, 
he took Occaſion to teach them, in a ſoft and enga- 
ging Manner, to fear Gon; to por to him; to give 
Thanks to him for all the good Things we receive 
from him; and hereupon he ſhewed them the true 
Uſe of Prayer. Some took great Pleaſure in being 
thus inſtructed, and were very much edified by it:; 
others were aſtoniſhed to hear Things which were 
new and ſtrange to them; and others inſulted him 


and abuſed him, when he ſhewed them the Danger 


they were in of being damned if they believed not the 
Goſpel. He bore all their ill Uſage with great Pa- 
tience, and he conſtantly ſaid, to thoſe who uſed 
him ill, y Friends, you do not know notu 10hat you do, 
but you will know it one Day; and 1 pray God to have 
Mercy on you for it. 

Atter having laboured thus, for ſome Time, to 
ſow the Seed of the Mord of Gop in divers Parts of 
the Kingdom, he was at length called to the Miniſ- 
try of the Church of D' Allevert in Saintonge ; and he 
had much Fruit of his Labours during the whole 
Time that he abode there, as well as in the circum- 
jacent Places, whereto he went, from Time to Time, 
40 endeavour to reſcue ſome poor Soul from [dolatry. 

It happened, at the Beginning of the Year 1557, 
that, being one Day at Saintes, at the Houſe of a 
Prigſi whom be had taught the Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, he was taken up, = the Priz/t, at whoſe Houſe 
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he was, was alſo taken with him. The King's Attor- 
ney cauſed him to be examined, and he gave an Ac- 
count of his Faith, by Word of Mouth and by Wri- 
ting, in ſo maſterly and ſtriking a Manner, that even 
his Fudges were convinced by it, and deſired Nothing 
more than to find out ſome ' Peck to let him eſcape. 
Moreover, as he was very well beloved in the Coun- 
try, his Friends furniſhed him with many Means of 


etting out of Priſon : But, becauſe he had in ſome 
Meaſure devoted himſelf to Death for the Teſtimony 


of the Truth, be would never avail himſelf of any of 1 


theſe Means with which he was furniſhed ; and he 
told his Friends, who earneſtly ſolicited him to eſ- 
cape, that, ſince he had the Honour to preach the Word 
of Gon, he ſhould do a Thing unworthy of himſelf if he 
ſhould fiy from the Danger, inſtead of ſeeking to maintain 
.the Truth, even IN THE MipsT oF ThE FLAMES: 
And thus, having always perſiſted in this Sentiment, 
he was carried to Bourdeaux, with the Pri of whom 
I have ſpoken, in the Beginning of May, in the 
Vear 1556. There he gave again an Account of 
his Faith, with much Power and Efficacy, before the 


Parliament, who ſent him to the Priſon of the Con- 


ciergerie, Whilſt he remained there, having taken 
Notice that the Prieſt, who had been taken up with 
him, was not firm in the Confeflion of the Truth, 
he laboured greatly to fortify him, and to baniſh from 
him that Fear of Death which he apprehended ; but 


he loſt his Labour. The Prie/t recanted, and was ſet 


at Liberty. When he was going out of the Priſon, 
the Holy GrosT, without Doubt, directed the 
Tongue of the Martyr to foretel him what happened 
to him a Moment after. Thou Wretch, ſaid he to 
him, is poſſible that, to ſave theſe few remaining Days 
which thou haſt to live, thou ſhould/i thus deny the Truth? 
Thou hafl avoided the Fire which conſumes the Body, but 
thy Lite ſhall not be prolonged, notwith/landing ; for 
THOU SHALT DIE BEFORE MEH: And Gop hall not 


grant thee the Favour that it ſhall be for the Cauſe of bis 


ruth; 


| 
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- # Truth; on the contrary, THOU SHALT BE AN EXAM- 
2 PLE TO ALL APOSTATES. In Fact, in the ſame Mo» 
ment THE PRIEST WAS KILLED, in going out of the 
Priſon, by two Gentlemen with whom he had for- 
merly had a Quarrel : Which being told to the Mar- 
tyr, heproteſted that he had never known any Thing 
of that Quarrel; and he took Occaſion to cauſe the 
Providence of Gop to be admired by thoſe who heard 
him, by a pathetic Exhortation, which moved many 
of his Hearers, whereby they were converted to the 
Truth. 

It is not to be doubted but this extraordinary Event. 
had redoubled his Courage; and I believe that, ſee- 
ing himſelf thus accompanied with. the Inſp'rations 
© of the Hory SPikIT, he thought there was no Ne- 
 * ceflity any longer to keep any Meaſures with the 
* | Enemies of the Truth, This was the Reaſon which 


| caufed him to act in the following Manner. Some 
= Days after the above-mentioned Affair, a Prieff be- 
| ing come to ſay Maſs in the Priſon, one Sunday in 
Lent, and having placed all his Pageantry in Order 
for that Purpoſe, this Martyr was moved with ſo ar- 
dent a Zeal, that he went to the Place where the: 
Prieft had made all his Preparations, and overthrew 
all thoſe Implements of Idolatry to the Ground, ſay- 
ing, Shall the Name of Gop be thus blaſphemed every: 
where ® Is it not enough that you pollute your Churches, 
but you muſt profane your Priſons alſo? The Jailor, 
having been made acquainted with this Action, Beat 
him with a Staff, with all the Fury, and even Bru- 
tality, of which a Man of that Profeſſion can be ca- 
pable. He petitioned that he might be taken out of 
his Priſon, and ſent to ſome other, ſaying that he 
had already infected all the other Priſoners with his 
Doctrine; inſomuch that Hamelin was immediately 
ſent to the Priſon of St. Liege, and. thrown into the 

Dungeon. | ; | 
He was there until Saturday, the Eve of Palm Sun- 
day, when they brought him back to the Priſon of the 
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Conciergerie, to announce to him his Sentence of Con- pe 
| demnation. He dined there that Day, with the ocher 1 
| Priſoners, as joy fully as if he had Nothing to fear 

and he comforted all thoſe who were at the Prifon- P 
Table, by the Diſcourſe which he made concerning 
eternal Life. 

He was led from thence to the Court, called the 
Tournelle, before his Judges; of whom he begged 
Leave to pray ts Gop, which he did with much Ar- 
cour, having his Eyes always lifted up towards Heaven, 
After this his Sentence was pronounced againſt him; 
and, between four and five of the Clock in the Eve- 
Ning, he was carried to the Church of St. Andrew, 
where he was degraded, and from thence he was con- 
ducted to the Place of Execution before the Palace. 
The Trumpets ſounded inceſſantly during his Execu- 
tion, to prevent his being heard by the People z but 
it was plainly known, notwithſtanding, by his Geſ- 
tures and by his whole Demeangzr, what was the 
State of his Soul, and the exceeding Greatneſs of his 
Faith. Thus was he /?rangled, and then burnt and 
reduced to Aſhes. 

1 would not ſet up the extraordinary Zeal of the 
two Martyrs, whoſe Hiſtory we are abour to relate, 
for a Precedent, unicſs for thoſe only, who feel them- 
ſelves furniſhed with the peculiar Graces of the HoLy=. 
SPIRIT, and called to theſe great Actions by ſome in- 
ſurmountable Impulſes, which ought to be the War- 
rant for the Perſeverance of thoſe who undertake them; 
for, without this, it would be, without Doubt, great 
Imprudence to expoſe themſelves to inevitable Dan- 
gers, without being ſupported with that ſupernatural, 
Strength, which alone can lead to a happy End: Ne- 
vertheleſs, when a Perſon is called to Martyrdom: in 
|! a lawful Manner, we ought nat, on the other Hand, 
| to diſtruſt, becauſe of our own Weakneſs; and the 
Believer ought always, notwithſtanding his natural 
Infirmity, to wait with Faith for his Support from him, 
| who hath an Infinity. of wonderful Means, to make 
| 


perfect 
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perfect his Strength in this Weakneſs. This is what 
1 am about to make appear in the following Example. 


PHILIP CENE, Aud anotuer MARTYR, NA- 
| MED JAMES. 


Philip Cene and his Companion, named James, were 
this Year called to Martyrdom in the City of Dy: : 
The former was an Apathecary, born at St. Peter upon 
Dive, in Normanay, as well as his Companion; and 
they were both married and ſettled at Geneva. 
They had not that uninterrupted unſhaken Fidelity, 
which cauſed the other Martyrs to be admired, 
throughout the whole Train of their Martyrdom; but 
the Support which Gon gave them appeared the more 
evident in them thereby ; = HE raiſed them from that 
Sin, (into which their Weakneſs had precioitated 
them,) by the Inſtrumentality of tn other Martyrs, 
whom he ſent to the Combat at the ſame Time, Wh u 
they had juſt made Shipwreck of their Faith. In the 
Begining of their Impriſonment, they made a good 
and pious Confeſſion of their Faith; and they appea- 
red to be firm, fo as to be ready to go refolately even 
to the very Verge of Death; but, being ſent back again 
to Priſon, becauſe they had appealed from the former 
Sentence which had been given againſt them, they 
ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced, by the Promiſes 
which were made them ro SAVE THEIR Laves if they 
would recant : They fell, therefore, under the Weight 
of this Temptation, and this happened exactly at the 
Time when Arehambaud Seraphon, whoſe Hiſtory we 
ſhall preſently relate, was brought to the ſame Priſon 
where they were, 

The Fall of theſe Brethren, very much afflicted 
Hrchambaud, and he reſolved todoxvery, Thing in his 
Power to bring back theſe Wanderers into the good 
old Way. Gop ſent him, a little Time after, a po- 
erful Reinforcement in the Perſon of Nicolas du Rouſe 
Hau, who was alſo taken up, as we ſhall. ſee in the 
Courſe of this Relation; and theſe two illuſtrious, 
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Martyrs wrought ſo much, by their Example, their F 

Exhortations, and principally by the Aſſiſtance of the a 

HoLy-SPIRIT, who directed them in this pious and 

charitable Work, that thoſe who had fallen through 

Weakneſs were raiſed again with more Courage than 

ever. They manifeſted an extreme Sorrow for their 

Fault by their Sighs and their Tears; and, five or ſix 

Days after, they were able to maintain, with Bold- 

neſs, the moſt terrible Aſſaults of their Enemies. 

It. is to be obſerved, that the Reaſon wherefore they 
had kept theſe Martyrs in Priſon after their Recanta- 
tion, was, beeauſe thoſe who had promiſed them 
their. Lives, in order to triumph over their Weakneſs, 
had no Deſign, nevertheleſs, to ſave them; but only 
| ro ſoften a little the Horror of the Execution ; and, 
* therefore they had ſent, for this Purpoſe, to the Ning, 

ö and waited for his Anſwer, to know how they ſhould 
behave themſelves in this Affair. The Spirit of 
Trickery and Deceit is ſo common to the Enemies of 
the Truth, that we ceaſe to wonder, when we ſee 
them fail in the Performance of their moſt ſolemn _ 
Promiſes, They act according to their Principles 
when they break their Faith, plighted to thoſe whom 

" they call. Heretics; and we ſee at this m= an infinite 
Number of Ape/tates, in the Abbey-Court, at the 
Gate of Peliſſin,* who knew, much better than we, 
how greatly this famous Deceiver is become learned, 
fince his Revolt, in this execrable Maxim, and how 
readily he forgets his Promiſes of Penſions and Gratu- 
ities, which were to be the Price of their Abjurations. 
But to return to our Martyr's Judges. After they 
had ſent to the King, to know in what Manner they 

ſhould moderate their Puniſhment, the Anſwer which 
they received was, that, / they per/ifled*in their Recan- 

tation, they ſhould not feel the Pain of the Fire, and 752 

| | | tber 


| Peliſon was a Perſon, who made it his Buſineſs at Pa. 
| ris to bribe Perſons to turn Roman - Catholic, about the 
Year 1676. Complaints of the Proteſt. of France, Fo. 182. 
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they ſhould not burn their Bodies TILL AFTER THEY 
WERE DEAD. A very great Favour, and very proper 
to fulfil the Promiſe of their Judges! But even this 
was to no Purpoſe ; for the Martyrs, having acknow- 
ledged their Fault, as we have already ſeen, deſired 
no other Favour but to repair it, and to teſtify their 
Repentance for the Crime they had committed. 
When, therefore, the Regiſterer came to the Priſon, 
to read to them the Sentence of their Condemnation,, 
without waiting to hear what he had to ſay to them, 
they teſtified immediately the Regret they had for their 
Crime, in crying out, both of them, at the ſame 
Time, Alas! O LorD, we have grievouſly ſinned again/#* 
THEE:; have Mercy upon us]. As: ſoon. as: they had 
ſaid thus, they were immediately ſurrounded: with all- 
Kinds of Monts and Friers, who harraſſed them on 
every Side; but the Martyrs ſuſtained this Combat 
with great Reſolution. They ſhewed the Ignorance 
of thoſe who attacked them; and, after having pub- 
licly acknowledged the Fault which they had committed 
in recanting, they confirmed their fir Confeſſion, and 
they perſevered therein to the laſt. They were aſſiſ- 
ted in this Conflict by the Prayers of the two Martyrs, 
of whom Gop had made Uſe to raiſe them from their. 
Fall; for they were both at that Time in the Court- 
Yard of the Priſon, where they ſaw, as they were 
walking, the Monts and Friers paſſing and repaſſing, 
and heard the Diſcourſe which they had of their Stea- 
dineſs and Perſeverance : For there were many of them- 
who ſaid aloud, that they were very far from having 
cbanged their Opinions, as the Report had been ſpread con- 
cerning them, for that, on the contrary, they. were more. 
ob/linate and more reſolute than ever. This Diſcourſe 
very much comforted theſe two other Priſoners ; and, 
wiz1lſt their Brethren were thus. exerciſed with their 
Adverſaries, they retired, from Time. to Time, into 
Places apart, and prayed to Gop, that he would be 
plcaſed to ſupport them: And they wrought ſo far by, 
their Prayers, and by their Sighs and Tears, that they 
H 5 drew. 
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drew down the Grace of Heaven upon them, inſomuch, 
that, after a Combat of three long Hours, they bore 
away a glorious Victory, and were, at laſt, led away 
to Execution about four of the Clock in the Evening. 
As they went out of Priſon, Philip Cene, perceiving 
his Companion appeared melancholy, for he was of 
a tender Conſtitution, and had Jately been very ill, 
hat ails you, my Brother, ſaid he to him, with a ſmi- 
ling Countenance, it ſeems as if you were afraid: Fear 
Nothing, my Brother; but, on the contrary, rejoice. In 
going to Execution, they declared to the People their 
Repentance, and the Sorrow which they had, for ha- 
ving ſo unhappily fallen, praiſing Gop for the Abun- 
dance of his Mercy and Grace, which he had beftow- 
ed upon them, whereby he had brought them to the 
Knowledge of their Sin. The Monks, with whom 
they were beſet, endeavoured to hinder them from. 
ſpeaking; and there was 4 Cordelier who even put his- 
Hand, fve or fix Times, upon Cene's Mouth : But all. 
this was to no Purpoſe, and did not prevent their Diſ- 
courſe from being heard, nor many of the Reformed, 
who. heard the ſame, from being edified, as well as by. 
the Pſalm which they ſang, even upon their Funeral- 
Pile, before they had ſet Fire to the Wood, notwith- 
ſtanding the utmoſt Rage of this Cordelier, who again. 
put his Hand upon Cene's Mouth, to prevent his prai- 
ſing God. T here was a very great Number among 
the People who wept bitterly; and even ſome who. 
cried, with a loud Voice, Courage, my Brethren ; bs 
not afraid of this Deats, They died with great Con- 
ſtancy and Reſolution, and their Death produced. 
very much Fruit among all the People of the City. 


ARCHAMBAUD SERAPHON.. 


Archambaud Seraphon was, as we have ſeen, one of 
the two Priſoners, who laboured to bring back theſe 
Martyrs into the good old Way; and, as he was ex- 
ecuted ſome Time before the other, Order requires 
thatwe ſhould begin with his Hiſtory, He was a 

Mercer, 
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Mercer, of the Town of Lamoleyere, in Bazadors 
who, having been taken up. and condemned at Tulles,. 
three Years before, had found Means to eſcape out of 
the Hands of his Enemies, as they were 8 | 
him: to the Parliament of Bourdeaux, whereto he ba 
appealed: from the Judgement paſſed upon him. His 
Family, was, at this Time, at Geneva; but, having: 
taken a Journey into France, he was diſcovered on his. 
Return, as he paſſed through Awſonne ;. for, having: 
been ſearched, there were found upon him Letters, 
which were ſent to ſome Scholars of Paris, who then 
ſtudied at Geneva, He was thereupon brought back 
to Dijan, and there caſt into Priſon, as I have already 
related. 

He had travelled through this City of Dijon, an! 
had learnt that the two foregoing Martyrs were Pri-- 
ſoners there, and that there was a Herald, from the 
Lords of Berne, to reclaim them, He had written to 
them to fortify them, and to acquaint them with this. 
News; but he was not a long Time before he went 
to keep them Company, and we have already ſeen 
one of the Reaſons why the Wiſdom of God was 
pleaſed to bring him to this Priſon. He wrote many 
Letters to his Wife and his Friends, during the Time 
of his Impriſonment, by the Means whereof we have 
come to the Knowledge of the foregoing Hiſtory, and: 
what is moſt remarkable in this. 

The Commiſſary who examined him was no Enemy 
to the Truth; and, at the firſt, he only aſked bim 
ſome general Queſtions concerning the Letters which 
were found upon him when he was ſeized, and about 
the Religion which he profeſſed. The Priſoner told 
him what that Religion was, and that he would' live 
and die in it. He was alſo interrogated, three ſeveral 
Times, during the firſt Fortnight of his Impriſonment : 
And this Commiſſary, who moſt plainly fought. No- 
thing but an Occaſion to releaſe bim, ordered h's 
Queſtions, and took his Anſwers, ia a Manner. the: 
molt favourable he could . 3 and even took. Car: 

0 to 


> 


I, | ; 
to change his Clerk every Time, that he might con- 
ceal his good Intentions towards him the better, leſt 
any one ſhould bring him into Trouble on that Ac- 
count. At length, he was obliged, by an expreſs 
Order of the Parliament, who did not think his former 
Informations ſtrong enough, to examine the Priſoner 
upon thoſe Articles of Religion relating to Saints, 
Purgatory, auricular Confeſſion, and the Supremacy of the 
Pope; and he did it in a Manner which ſhewed, clear- 
ly enough, that he laboured in this Bufineſs very much 
againſt his Will; for, in Truth, he was ſo far from 
being of the Number of the Perſecutors, that he would 
not aſſiſt at the Condemnation of the two other Mar- 
tyrs, and he went into the Country, when they were tried 
and condemned to be burnt. When, therefore, he took 
this fourth Examination, he took great Care to write 
the Anſwers with great Fidelity and Exactneſs, and 
to ſet down the Quotations from Scripture which pro- 
ved them, and to which he himſelf helped him, when 
the Memory of the Martyr was not good enough to 
cite the Places where they were to be found; inſo- 
much, that the Prifoner, having anſwered to the Ar- 
ticle concerning the Pope, that he firmly believed it. 
was of HIM, of whom St. Paul ſpraks to the Theſſaloni- 
ans, the Commiſſary HIMSELF immediately cited the 
Chapter and Verſe,* which made the Martyr break out 
in Thanks to Gop before him, and ſay to him, O- 
Sir, I am exceeding glad, that the LokRD hath given you — 
much Knoꝛoledge; F have prayed Gop to guide you in this 
Affair by bis HoLY-SPIR IT, and now I ſee an Anſwer to 
my Prayers in your Conduct. Nevertheleſs, becauſe the 
Commiſſary was at that Time a little more in a Hurry 
than he was wont to be, and that he looked frequent- 
> ly 
* 2 Theſ. ii. 8, 9. And then ſhall that wicked (one) 
be revealed, whom the Lord fhall conſume with the Spi- 
rit of his Mouth, and ſhall deflroy with the Brightneſs 
of his Coming: Even him, whole Coming is after the 
Working of Sar Ax, with all Power, and Signs, and ly- 
ing Wonders. | 
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ly to ſee what it was o'Clock, the Martyr aſked him 
if he were to die that Day, to the End he might not 
be ſurprized when they came to carry him to Execu- 
tion: No, no, my Friend Archambaud, ſaid the Com- 
miſſary to him, with a good Deal of Tendernefs, you 
are not come to that yet. The Martyr replied, that be 
was always ready, THROUGH THE GRACE oF Gon, 
to give up his Body and his Life for the Honcur of Gop, 
and to confirm his Truth; and that he had no-DousT of 
his Salvation, becauſe that JESUS CHRIST had purchaſed 
it FOR HIM; at length, he added theſe Words, O Di- 
jon, art thou not YET ſattsfied with the innocent Blood of 
the poor Reformed? And he ſaid many other Things, 
which drew Tears from the Eyes of thoſe who heard 
them ; even the Jailor, hard-hearted as they naturally 
are, could not refrain from being moved, and he was 
obliged to retire behind ſome Tapeſtry, to hide his 
Fears and dry his Eyes: And Gop ſo far ſoftened: 
his Heart, that, far from being ſo cruel as he had 
been before, he treated him afterwards very humane- 
ly. He himſelf comforted him ; he told him, Gop 
20 %%, undoubtedly %% him, and he offered to pray to 
Gop for him. | 
After this laſt Examination, all the Anſwers where- 
of Archambaud ſigned, and which, at length, he ſealed 
with his Blood, the Commiſſary withdrew, and the 
Martyr was conveyed back to his Priſon, where he 
wrote again to his Wife and to his Friends, to conſole 
them, and to aſſure them, that he ſtill continued in 
the ſame Reſolution, to ſacrifice himſelf for the Ho- 
nour of God. He complained, in this Letter, of the 
blind Averſion, which a very ſuperſtitious youn 
Man, of that City, had ſhewn towards the Reformed, 
when he came into the Priſon to viſit an Our Lady, + 
that is to ſay, an [ds] of that Name; for, to teſtify 
his Hatred, he ſaid, IV his Father were a Lutheran, 
HE WOULD BURN HIM HIMSELF. He alſo bore an ex- 
cellent Teſtimony of the flaming Zeal of the Refor- 


med, 


+ Une Nitre-Dame. 


med; who were then at Dijon, whom, he praiſed ex- 
ceedingly, ſaying, as to the Reſt, that Things there 
were very well diſpoſed for the receiving af the Seed 
of the Goſpel. 

At length he died a Martyr; but, becauſe we can- 
not now recover. either the Sentence of his Con- 
demnation, or the Proceedings of his Trial, we have 
not been able to come at all the Circumſtances of his 
Death: But there is no Doubt that Gop ſupported: 
him throughout, by bis HoLy' SeirtiT, in his laſt. 
Trial, as he had guided him, by the sAME Spirit, in 
his Anſwers, and in every Thing which befel him 
during his Impriſonment. 


NICOLAS DU ROUSSEAU. 


Micolas du Rouſſeau was a powerful Aſſiſtant and 
Support to him, during all that Time, as well for 
his own Conſolation. in particular, as for the Con- 
verſion of the two former Martyrs, of which he was 
the moſt powerful Inſtrument. He was a Counſellor, 
of the Country of Angoumors, an Elder of the Infant- 
Church .of Paris, a Man in Years, who had great 
Knowledge, eſpecially in the holy Scriptures, For 
this Reaſon he had been choſen to go to Geneva; to 
confer with the Miniſters of that City about ſome- 
Points in Controverſy. He was likewiſe taken at 
Auſſanne, as he was returning with a Miniſter whom 
the Church of Geneva ſent to Paris, named Nicolas de 
Galars, and ſome others who were ſet at Liberty and 
eſcaped from this Danger; ſo that he remained there. 
alone, He was carried to Dijon; where he gave an 
Account of his Faith. What happened very parti- 
cular to him, during his Impriſonment, beſides what 
we have already ſeen in the Hiſtory of the other Mar- 
tyrs, was, that the Abbet of Cifleaux vitited him: 
there, and would diſpute with him upon the Subject 
of the Maſs and Tranſubſtantiatien; which, never- 
theleſs he never did believe himſelf, (no more than 


many others now,) but only ſince he had obtained 
that 
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that rich Abbey; for, before that Time, he had @ 
very good Opinion of the Reformation. This Abbot 
therefore would needs diſpute with Du Rouſſeau 3 
but, not finding his Account in it, he left the Pri- 
ſon, ſaying to him, that both his Body and Soul would 
quickly periſh for ever. Notwithſtanding this, he al- 
ways remained firm, and oppoſed, with great Cou- 
rage, the Enemies of the Faith. His Impriſonment 
was much longer than that of the three other Mar- 
tyrs; becauſe he was a Perſon of Conſequence, h 
had many Relations in the Parliament of Paris, 
whom thoſe of Dijon would willingly manage and 
bring over to their Purpoſe. So that, not being able 
to bear with the Miſeries of that Priſon, he died 
there, before the Proceedings of his Trial. were 


finiſhed : But nevertheleſs they burnt his Body after. 
his Death, and therefore he is entitled to be ranked 


among the moſt illuſtrious Martyrs. 
JOHN BU RON. 

John Buron, born at Apremont, of the Lower Poitou, 
was one of the Martyrs of this Year. He lived 
twenty-three Years at the Town of Craan, upon. the 
Borders of Anjou and Brittany, He had been for- 
merly a Priſoner there, for the J/ord of Gop, as 
well as at Angers; but he was ſet at Liberty the firſt 
Time, and retired to Geneva. Returning, twelve 
Years after, to the Town of Craon, to recover ſome 
Money which was due to him there, the King's At. 
torney, being advertiſed of his Coming, went to ſee 
him, one Sunday Morning, and aſked him to go to 
Maſi with him, that he might have a Pretence, upon 
his Refuſal, to arreſt him; as he did, and carried 
him to the Caſtle, There he was examined before 
the Steward * of Cram, to whom he gave an. Ac- 
count of his Faith, Whereupon, the Steward ha- 


ving given Notice hereof to the Clergy of Angers, 


the Biſbep ſent one of the Canons to him, who took 
with 
Ee Sene/chal, 
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with him a Counſellor of the City, to prepare his Pro- 
ceſs. When this Fudge and this Prieft were arrived 


at the Place where the Martyr was confined, they 
never ſnewed the leaſt Inclination to prove by Argu- 
ment the Errors which they pretended he held. Ca- 


nons, in general, are not ſuch great Diſputants; 


and they are accuſed of viſiting the Books of the Ac- 


count of their Rents much oftener than thoſe of the 
holy Scriptures: Therefore the Diſpute held not 
very long on the Part of the Canon, who was depu- 
ted to examine him; for he never gave himſelf the 
leaſt Trouble to refute the Anſwers of the Martyr in- 
Form, but condemned him only upon the Refuſal, 
which he made, to ſubmit himſelf to the common 
Opinions, if they were not authorized by the Hord 


of God. His other Judges followed the Example; 


and his Sentence was, that he ſhould be hanged and 


flrangled, and afterwards that his Body ſhould be burnt. . 

When Buron had heard his Sentence read, he 
lifted up his Eyes towards Heaven, and praiſed Gop 
for the Favour he beſtowed upon him, that he ſhould 


ſuffer for. his holy Name's Sate. The Fudges were aſ- 
toniſhed at his Fortitude z and, as if they had ap- 
prehended Gop would demand his Life at their 
Hands, they would have perſuaded him to have ap-- 
pealed from his Sentence: But he ſaid to them,. 
It hat, Sirs, does it not ſuffice you to have YouR Hands 


dyed with my Blood, but would you have thaſe of other 


Perſons allo ftained with it, and render them as guilty. 
7 my Death 4 you are. yourſelves? This admirable 
*irmneſs aſtoniſhed them yet ſo much the more; but. 


Nothing of this prevented them from ſending him to 


Execution; which he underwent with a great Deal 


of Courage, ſpeaking of the Faith and Hope he had, 


that the Lord JESuSs CHRISH would receive him into 


his everlaſting Reſt, 
The Church of Paris ſuffered a moſt horrible Per- 


ſecution this Year.; and there was a great Number of. 


Martyrs, who were taken in a Houſe in St. Fames's- 


Street, 
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Street, near the Sorbonne, where they were aſſembled 
together, to partake of the Lord's Supper, to the 
Amount of three or four hundred Perſons.* We ſhall 
give you the Hiſtory of theſe Martyrs, in their Or- 
der. The Hiflory of the Perſecution is not proper for 
this Place; and it is ſufficient for me to remark here, 
that the Parliament, having been informed of the ta- 
king up of ſo great a Number of Perſons, confirmed 
the Sentences which had been given againſt three Mur- 
tyrs who were then in the Priſon of the Concergerz 
and that they ſent them all three to the Places where 
they had been condemned, and where they were burnt. 


GEORGE TARDIFEF. 


The firſt was George Tardiff. He was ſent to Sens; 
from whence he had appealed to the Parliament ; and 
he edified many of the Reformed by his Perſeverance 
and by his Death, 

NICO- 


Mexeray, in his Abridgement of the Hiſtory of France, 
gives the following Account of this Tranſaction, The 
Keligioni/ts had the Aſſurance to aſſemble by Night at Paris, 
at a Houſe the upper End of Sz. James's Street. A cer- 
tain Perſon; named John Maſſon, was the firſt who was 
appointed their Miniſter in that City in the Year 1555. 
The people, who ſaw them go out thence, ſeized them, 
and took above a Hundred of them, among whom they 
found ſiveral Per/ons of Quality, even ſome of the Queen's 
DMaids of Honour. They charged them with ſtrange Crimes. 
They ſaid, that they roaſted young Children, and that, 
after they had feaſted merrily upon them, they put out 
the Lights, and the Men and the Women committed Un- 
cleanneſs together, There was @ great Number of them 
burnt : But the Reſt.conteſted the Matter ſo well to ſave 
their Lives, by excepting againſt their Judges, and other 
Delays, that they gained Time to procure Letters from 
the Prince Palatine and the Proteſtant Cantons, who inter- 
ceded for them, The King, (Henry II.) having Occaſion 
for their Aſſiſtance in his Wars, was obliged to relent a 
little of his Rigour, Mex. Hift, de France, 2 Par. Tom. 
IV. Fo. 706. | 
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NICOLAS GUYOLET. 


Nicolas Guyolet, a Native, of Neufville upon Guys, 
was alſo burnt in the ſame City, near the ſame Time; 
and he ſuffered Death, with the ſame Reſolution, re- 
fuſing. to appeal from the Sentence which the Lieu- 
tenant-Criminal of that City had paſſed upon him. 


JOHN CAILLON. 


Jobn Caillon, an Embraiderer of Tours, was the ſe- 
cond. of thoſe who were thus ſent back, and whoſe 
Sentence was confirmed. He was executed at Tours, 
where he had been taken up, as he returned, with 
five or ſix-other Perſons, from praying to GoD in a 
Hood which was near the City. 


NICOLAS DE JENVILLE. 


The third was a Shoemaker of Fenville, named N;- 
colas, whom his Father did himſelf deliver * into the 
Hands of the Lady of Fenville, as he was returning 
from Geneva, where he had been thoroughly inſtructed 
in the Truth. This Lady, who was the Ducheſ5- 
dowager of Guiſe, (whoſe Family were exceeding great 
Enemies to the Reformed, ) had cauſed him to be con- 
demned to be burnt alive, and to have his Tongue cut 
out. He alſo had appealed from this Sentence to the 
Parliament. What was very remarkable is, that, 
when they were carrying him to Paris, this ux N A- 


TURAL FATHER, who had himſelf thus betrayed his 


oon Blood, beat him in the Cart wherein he was to 
be carried away. This was. taken. Notice of by one 
of: thoſe who were ta conduct him; who rebuked the 
Father and truck, him. The Priſencr,, notwithſtand- 
ing his Father had uſed him ſo ill, and had ſo baſel] 

betrayed: him, cried: out, with a good Deal of Grief; 
to him who had ſtruck his Father, Str, I beſeech you, 


fer Gon' Sake, ds not abuſe my Father: Ile is at Li- 


berty 


* The Brother ſhall ddiver up the Brother to Death, and 
the Father the Child. Mat. x. 21. 
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berty to do whatſoever he pleaſes with me : Strike me, ra- 
ther than my Father, Theſe two oppoſite Examples, 
in one and the ſame Family, ſhew how. humane the 
Reformed are, and how inhuman their Enemies. 
When he was ſent back to Jenville, he was treated 
in the moſt cruel Manner that was poſſible, and his 


þ Sentence was executed with the utmoſt Rigour. 
After the Parliament of Paris had rid themſelves of 
theſe three Martyrs of whom I have been ſpeaking, 
| 


it laboured with the greateſt Diligence in the Proſe- 
cution of thoſe who had been taken in St. James - 
Street, in Purſuance of the expreſs Orders which had 
been received from the King. Nicolas Clinet, Taurin 
Gravelle, and the Widow of the Lord de Graveron, 
the Lady Philippa de Luns, were the three firſt Vidims | 
of that great Number of Priſoners whom they put to. 
Death: And it feems that Gop was pleaſed to ſhew, 
at one and the fame Time, that there is neither Age 
nor Sex that is excuſed from glorifying bim, nor in 
whom he would not ſhew forth the wonderful Effects 
of his Grace; for they all manifeſted the ſame Firm» 
neſs, notwithſtanding the Difference of their Age 


and Sex. 
NICO- 


® The 4th of September, 1557, they (the Reformed) 
had a Meeting in, dt, James Street, at Paris, of about 
four hundred Perſons, of all Ranks and Quality, to receive 
the Sacrament. That Number was too great not to be 
taken Notice of. Some Prieſts, Purſers of the College 
of Pleſſis, aſſembled as many as they could of their Ac- 
quaintance, They gave Notice to the Watch, and made 
all the neceſſary Preparations to ſarpriſe the Reformed in. 
the Houſe, where they, met. They reſolved, in Caſe the 
Watch, could not come Time enough, to break open the 
{aid Houſe, to hinder the Congregation from going out 
of it: For that Purpoſe they gathered a great Quantity 
of Stones to fling in at their Windows. At Midnight, 
as they thought of going Home, they were aſſaulted by 
that Rabble with great Fury, and with ſuch an Uproar, | 
that all the Ward was ſoon alarmed, thinking themſelves 
betrayed 


. ew 2 a 
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NICOLAS CLINET:. 


The firſt of them, Nicolas Clinet, was a Native of 
Saintonge, and of about ſixty Years of Age. He had 
| been 


betrayed into the Spaniards Hands: For, ſince the Battle 
of St. Quentin, People were in a terrible Fright, fancying 
to themielves that the Enemies were coming to plunder 
Paris and the adjacent Places; and they had Orders to 
provide themſelves with Arms and Ammunition, and to 
be ready at a ſhort Warning. | 
So every one, having taken his Arms, came up to the 
Place where they heard the Noiſe; and, being told that. 
they were not Spcrrards but Lutherans, (for ſo they were 
called,) they ran almoſt mad, and Nothing elſe but the 
Blood of them all could ſatisfy them. They Ropped up 
the Streets, and lighted Fires in ſeveral Places, left any 
of them ſhould eſcape their Fury. All this While the 
Reformed were in great Perplexity, knowing not what 
Courſe to take to avoid their being maſſacred. At laſt, 
upon the Remonſtrance of thoſe amongſt them who were 
well a with the Cowardice of the Pariſian Mob, 
they reſolved to force their Way through that furious. 
Rabble which beſieged the Meeting-houſe. 'Thoſe who 
had Swords came out firſt to open the Way for the others. 
This fucceeded very well; for, of many who reſiſted and 
overcame the ſtrong Oppoſitions of their Aggreſſors, only: 
one of them was Kine in the Scufle, However, more 
than one hundred and twenty Men, Women, and Children, 
were ſeized by the Officers of Juſtice, among whom were 
ſome Maids of Honour to the Duren and other 'Per/ons of 
Quality. They were carried to Jail amidſt the Peltings' 
and other Inſults of the Mob. br wa 
The Rumoyr of that Seizure fpread itſelf very foon 
throughout the City, People talked differently of the 
Tranſactions in theſe Aſſemblies. The common Opinion: 
was, that they met together to make ſplendid Entertain · 
ments; then, to. put out the Candles, and to couple to- 
gether with all Manner of unlawful Embraces. The Cu- 
rates and Preachers endeavoured to inſtil ſuch Lies into 
the People's Minds: They ſaid even, that they were Jews, 


ans 
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been a Schoolmaſter in his native Country, and had 
principally taught his Scholars the Fear of Gon; but, 
having been ſiſp:Aed of being a Lutheran, he was 
driven from thence, and even was burnt in Effgy. 
After that Time he went to Paris; where, for ſome 
'Time, he followed the ſame Profeſſion. When he 
was taken up, he was an Elder of the growing 
| Church of that City; which was the Reaſon that 
| cauſed his Judges to believe he was the Miniſter of 
it, eſpecially when they obſerved how ſkilful he was 
in the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and had confounded 
Dr. Maillard* in the Diſpute which he had with 
him. | 
TAURIN GRAVELLE. 


The ſecond of theſe three Martyrs was Taurin 
':Gravelle, a Native of Dreux, in the Dioceſe of Char- 
tres. After having finiſhed his Studies in the civil 
Law at ena he was admitted a Counſellor of the 
Parliament of Paris; and, although he was not much 
advanced in Years, yet he was nevertheleſs one of 
the Elders of the Church ; and the Aſſembly was held 
.at the Houſe of one of his Relations, to whom he 
was Guardian. It would have been very eaſy for 
him to have ſaved himſelf, when the others were ta- 
ken, if he had been diſpoſed to have acted in that 
Manner; but he choſe rather to ſtay, to juſtify what 
he had done, and to manifeſt that he had not beha- 
ved contrary to his Duty, in receiving thoſe who only 
had afſembled themſelves according to the Will and 
Commandment of Gop. It was him therefore that 
they chiefly blamed for the Whole. But he main- 
tained the Cauſe of the Truth with a wonderful 

Courage, 


and uſed to eat a paſchal Lamb at their nightly Mectings ; 
Sometimes that th:y did eat a Pig inflead of a Lamb; and ſome- 
times that they roaſted Children, and were very merry at 
theſe monſtrous Entertainments, Laval's Hift, Reform, France, 
ol. I. Fo. 88. | | | 
One of the Doors of the Sorbonne. 
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Courage, principally againſt Maillard, whom he had 
formerly known, and with whoſe Hiſtory he was very 
well acquainted, The Doctor of the Sorbonne, al- 
though he was a Sodomite confeſſeds had the Impu- 
dence, nevertheleſs, to ſcandalize the Aſſemblies of 
the Reformed, and to aver that they did Nothing 


elſe, at Night, but mix indifferently one with ano- 


ther, and commit Lewdneſs, when they had extin- 
guiſhed the Lights. This was an oLD Calumny, 
which had been caſt upon the PRIMITIVE CHRIs- 
TIANS. But it is, beyond all Diſpute, a very ſtrange 
Thing, that the Perſecutors of that Time, whoſe 
Infamy was publicly notorious, dared to reproach the Re- 
formed with theſe feigned Crimes, whilſt they them- 
ſelves, every Day, committed the moſt flagitious 
Enormities, and who deſerved not only the Fire, which 
they cauſed honeſt Men to ſuffer, but even the Fire 
of Heaven, and of Hell alſo, to puniſh thoſe Sins, of 
which they frequently made their Boaſt. Gravelle, 
knowing therefore that Maillard was one of thoſe 
Wretches, failed not to charge him with thoſe Crimes, 
and of which he was really guilty, whilſt he had the 
Impudence falſely to accuſe them, who had been ta- 
ken up, with theſe Things; and he ſtrongly de- 
fended his own and his Brethrens Innocence. 


PHILIPPA DE LUNS and THE LADY DE 
GRAVERON. 


Finally, the third was a Gentlewoman, Philippa 


de Luns, the 4. of the Lord de Graveron, a Native 
of Gaze, in the Pariſh of Luns, in the Dioceſe of Pe- 
Tigueux, who was no more than between two and 
three and twenty Years of Age. The Lord de Graveron, 
her Huſband, died a little Time before, at Paris, 
whither they had retreated, to join themſelves to the 
Church of Gop at that Place, and to be fortified in 
the Fear of Gop, more and more, by the Example 


and Converfation of other faithful People. But, 


notwithſtanding hex Widowhood, ſhe never omitted 
to 
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fo frequent the Aſſemblies, and to continue 0 ſerve 
Gon. She had many Aſlaults to ſuſtain, becauſe 
her Enemies fancied that they ſhould eafily overcome 
her, by Reaſon of the Weakneſs of her Sex: But 
Gop gave her the Grace conſtantly to come off vic. 
torious. The common Anſwer, which ſhe made to 
thoſe who importuned her to change her Religion, 
was, that the Faith ſhe confeſſed ſhe had learnt from 
the Word of Gop, and that ſhe had determined to live 
and die in it. She ſometimes ſighed, and ſhed Tears, 
before her Judges, whilſt they examined her; but 
that did not prevent her, nevertheleſs, from anſwer- 
ing, and bearing Teſtimony to the Truth, with 
great Reſolution. There were many Witneſſes 
againſt her, chiefly of her Neighbours, who ſaid that 
there were Perſons continually in her Houſe who ſang 
Pſalms; that two or three Times they had ſeen a 
great Number of People go out of her Houſe; that 
they never ſent for the Priz/? when her Huſband was 
ſick, nor for his Interment ; and that they knew not 
how they had baptized their Child. | 
ee Death of this illuſtrious Lady was haſtened, at 
the Requeſt of the Keeper of the Seals, and of his Kinſ- 
man, the Marquis de Tran, who waited to have the 
Confiſcation of her Eſtate, and therefore ſhe was ex- 
ecuted, with Clinet and Gravelle, the tiuenty- ſeuenth 
Day of September, by Order of the Commiſſioners, de- 
legated to try thoſe, who were taken in St. Fames's- 
Street, they being, firſt, all put to the Rack. 

Theſe | Fu Martyrs of JzsUus CHnrIsT always 
ſhewed a great Deal of Courage. Clinet had his Eyes 
conſtantly lifted up to Heaven, during the Time they 
carried him to the Place of Execution; and, although 
he appeared to be a little more ſorrowful, and more 
caſt-· down, than the others, by Reafon of the Infir- 
mities of Age he was, nevertheleſs, ſuppotted with 
an undaunted Courage. Gravelle had a ſmiling Coun- 
tenance, and ſaid aloud, that he was not ſorry for his 
Cintemnation : But the Lady de Luns ſurpaſſed all the 

others 
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others in Fortitude; for ſhe never changed Counte- 
nance in the leaſt; on the contrary, her Complexion 
wore a Vermilion Bloom, which added greatly to her 
natural Beauty. She was not out of Mourning for her 
Huſband, but /he laid it aſide on the Day of ber Execu- 
tion, and wore again her common Apparel, to ſhew that 
ſhe looked upon it as a Day of rejoicing and Triumph, 
wherein ſhe was to be united to JesUs CHRIST, her 
true and lawful Spouſe. They cut out the Tongues of 
ALL THE THREE Martyrs, before they went out of the 
Court. Gravelle at firſt oppoſed the cutting out his 
Tongue, becauſe it was not expreſsly mentioned in 
the Sentence of Death, which had been read to them; 
but, being informed that it was contained in the Re- 
tentum, he ſubmitted to it without any farther Heſita- 
tion. The Reſt did the like, and principally the il- 
luſtrious Widow, who ſaid to thoſe who demanded it 
of her, that, as ſbe was not afraid to give her Body to be 
burnt, ſhe was not afraid to give her Tongue to be cut out, 
Thus theſe three illuſtrious Martyrs were carried to the 
Square Maubert, where Clinet and Gravelle were burnt 
alive, and where the Lady de Luns was alſo burnt, after 
they had ſtrangled her, and had, f, ſcorched her 
Feet and her Face with Flambeaus. Their Reſolu- 
tion and Courage never failed them, ſo long as their 
Lives remained, and Gop rendered his Strength and 
Power in them wonderful, to all thoſe who were ca- 
pable of being grateful for the ſame,* 


© NICOLAS 


The Parliament proceeded to the Trial of the Priſo- 
ners, nine of whom were ſentenced to be burnt, and were 
executed; among whom was a young Widow, of tawenty- 
three Years of 4ge, of an exquiſite Beauty: Philippa de | 
Luns was her Name, and ſhe was Relict of the Lord of | 


<a" es * ' 


* * 


 Graweren, in Gaſcony. She was put to the Torture; had 
her Tongue cut out; her Feet and Face parched; and 
afterwards ſhe was ſtrangled, and her Corpſe burnt to | 
Aſhes. Laval. Hi. Refarm. of. France, Fol. T: Fo. 93» J 
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NICOLAS LE CENE and PETER 
GABART. | 


Five or fix Days after, Nicolas le Cene and Peter Ga- 
bart had their Turn, The former was a Phyſician, a 
Native of St. Peter upon Dyve, near Licieux, in Ner- 
mandy. Upon his Arrival at Paris, he went immedi- 
ately to the Aſſembly in St. James's- Street, and he 
was booted when he was taken. The latter was Pe- 
ter Gabart, who was born at St. George, near Montagu, 
in Poictou. He was an Attorney, but he was alſo very 
well acquainted with the Word of Gop, as he plainly 
ſhewed when he was in Priſon; where, having heard 
ſome Scholars, who had been taken up, amuſing them- 
ſelves in diſputing about Philoſophy, he rebuked 
them, ſaying to them, We ought now to forget all theſe 
Things; let us conſider how we may maintain the divine 
T ruths ef our GoD, ſince we are here to defend the King- 
dom of our Lok D JESUS CHRIS. And thereupon he 
began to teach them what they ſhould anſwer to the 
Points about which they were to be examined, with 
ſuch a Facility that it ſeemed as if he had taught Di- 
vinity all his Days: Upon this, they confined him 
by himſelf, in the moſt miſerable Dungeon in the 
whole Priſon, and which, for that Reaſon, they cal- 
led Little-Eaſe ; where he continually ſang P/alms, 
and repeated aloud many Paſſages of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, the moſt proper he could recollect, to comfort 
thoſe other Priſoners who were able to hear him from 
their neighbouring Dungeons. 

After theſe two Martyrs had been examined man 
Times, and had made their Confeflions of Faith, 
they were condemned by the Commiſſaries 10 be burnt ; 
and, at length, after having been racked, and having 
had both their Tongues cut out, they were carried to 
Execution, The People were ſo enraged againſt 
them, that, after they had reviled them in the moſt 
ſcurrilous Manner, they determined to burn them 
THEMSELVES, in Spite - the Hangman, Where- 


fore, 


DDr 
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fore, inſtead of one Executioner, there were many, 
who burnt theſe two Martyrs at a SLOw Fire, with- 
out being able to ſhake their Stedfaſtneſs in the leaſt ; 

for their Eyes were always lifted up to Heaven, to 
fix there their Faith and their Hopes. They alſo 
burnt, in the ſame Fire, many Bibles and New Teſia- 
ments ; thus joining Impiety and Sacrilege to moſt 
manifeſt Iniquity, in burning ſo many innocent People. 


"FRANCIS REBEZIES AND FREDERIC 
D'ANVILLE, 


, There were two Scholars alſo, who were of the 
Number of thoſe taken up on this Occaſion ; and 
who, although they were very young, maintained-an 
admirable Combat with all the Enemies of the Faith, 
The one of them was between nineteen and twenty 
Years of Age; his Name was Francis Rebezies, and 
he was born at Aflafort, in Condomois. The other 
Was nearly of the ſame Age: His Name was Frederic 
D' Anville : He was of the Province of Bearne, in 
France, and was born at Oberon. They were carried 
directly to the Little Chatelet, where they had many 
Aſſaults to ſuſtain. Their Judges made Uſe of their 
utmoſt Efforts to ſhake their Faith, and endeavoured 
to make thein diſcover others af the Reformed. 
There was one of them, among the Reſt, who, after 
having threatened Rebezies very ſeverely, promiſed 
to ſhew bim Favour, if he would tell him who 
were the Miniſters and the other Perſons met 
together in the Houſe where they were taken : 
But the Martyr anſwered him, that he aſked no Fa- 
vour at his Hands, and ſhould be very well ſatisfied if 
none of them did him Injuſtice. The Friers alſo made 
Uſe of every Means in their Power to turn theſe 
Martyrs from the Faith. Above all there were 7:0 
Dominican. Friers, who were Doctors of the Sorbonne; 
one of whom was alſo a Profeſſor.“ Theſe Friers, 
having 


* A public Reader of Divinity, me in n the College of 
the Sorbonne. 
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having obſerved that the common Method of dealing 
with the Martyrs did not ſucceed, took another 
Courſe, quite contrary to the haughty Behaviour with 
which the other 1 generally treated them; 
and, with a feigned Civility, full of Hypocriſy, they 
endeavoured to ſeduce them by thoſe Subtilties with 
which they were accuſtomed to avail themſelves in 
Diſputations, and which they always took Care to 
ſeaſon, in the ſweeteſt Manner, with the Words of 
my Brotber and my Friend; endeavouring thereby to 
make it be believed that they did not treat them nor 
look upon them as if they were Heretics, with a De: 
ſign that they might the more eaſily fall into their 
Snare, Nevertheleſs all theſe Artifices were to no 
Purpoſe : The Martyrs, enlightened with the Light of 
the HoLy SPIRIT, diſcovered and repulſed all their 
Subtilties with a marvellous Preſence of Mind. 

After having been near à Month in the Priſon of 
the Chatelet, they were carried to the Priſon of the 
Conciergerie, which is a Priſon belonging to the Court, 
and ſhut up in the Tower, called the Criminal Tower. 
Here they had new Trials to undergo; and theſe 
Judges, to whom they were now conſigned, alſo 
made Uſe of new Efforts, both to corrupt their Prin- 
ciples, and to cauſe them to betray their Brethren. 
But the Martyrs continually withſtood them, with an 
unſhaken Firmneſs, in the Truths of the Goſpel. 
They anſwered, with great Wiſdom, all the Queſ- 
tions which were demanded of them; and they al- 
ways invariably refuſed to diſcover thoſe whom it was 
in their Power to bring into Trouble; wherefore 
they reſolved to put them to the Rack, to compel them 
to be guilty of this Cowardice. They then made 
them go up into the Chamber where they were to 
be racked, and Rebezies was the firſt whom they obli- 
ged to enter into it, He found there three Counſellors, 
who immediately would have compelled him to ſwear 
after their Manner, by holding up his Hand to an 
Image of the ee; But the Martyr refuſed 
2 . to 
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to commit ſuch Idolatry, ſaying, that he would ſwear, 
if they pleaſed, by the Crucifixion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was engraven on his Heart; but he would not 
ſwear after their Manner, leſt he ſhould be guilty of 
a great Blaſphemy againſt the LoRD JESUS CHRIST. 
At length they read to him his Examinations, and 
they continued to exhort him to diſcover thoſe whom 
he had known in the Aſſembly: But it was all to no 
Purpoſe: He always remained firm in his former Re— 
ſolution. Then His Judges declared to him that the 
Court had ordered that he ſhould be put to the Rack if 
he would not confeſs. The Martyr replied, that he 
was ready to ſuffer ALL Kinds of Torments for the 
Love os Gop; and thereupon he was immediately 
racked. Before they had tied .his Hands, one of the 
Counſellors ordered him to make the. Sign of the- Croſs, 
and to commend himſelf to Gop and to the Virgin 
Maxy : But the Martyr anſwered him, that he would 
not make any Sign of the Croſs, and that he would not 
commend himſelf to any other than to Gon, who alone 
was ſufficient to defend him from the Mouth of the Lions. 
When he was drawn up in the Air, he began to re- 
peat the two laſt Verſes of the IXth Pſalm, 


O Lox, ariſe, 47 Mien prevail, 
That are of worldly Might; 
And let the Heathen Folk receive 
Their Judgement in thy Sight, _ 
Lorp, /trize ſuch Terror, Fear, and Dread, 
Into their Hearts, and then | | 
They «vill be forced to _ 5 
Themſelves to be but Men 


After he had ſuffered the firſt Species of Tortures, 
his Judges ſaid to him again, that he ſhould not un- 
dergo any farther Torments if he would inform them 
of that which they had deſired to know of him: But 
the Martyr made no other Anſwer, but only. prayed 
to Gon, and called upon the Lok to ſupport him. 
At length they releaſed him from the Rack, — ſet 

im 
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him by the Fire. Then he ſaid to them who made 
him undergo this Torture, Is it *thus you treat the 
Ebildren of GOD? Frederic D' Anville was afterwards 
uſed in the ſame Manner, and he alſo manifeſted the 
ſame Fortitude as his Companion; and then they 
were both ſent back to Priſon. | 

During all the Time they remained in Priſon, 
they praiſed Gop inceſſantly, for the Support with 
which he had already favoured them. Yet Frederic 
fighed from Time to Time; which made the other 
Priſoners aſk him why he fighed fo ? It is nat, ſaid 
| he to them, for the Pain which J ſuffer, but it is for 
what you muſt endure as well as we: Nevertheleſs, be 
frrong, and be not afraid; for yu may be ASSURED oF 
SUPPORT from that Good GoD who hath ſuccaured us 
in the Manner which you have ſeen. Thus he comforted 
and ſtrengthened them, with all his Might, and in 
a very cfhcacious Manner. | | 
Nelenies was entirely torn 10 Pieces by the Tortures 
he had undergone. He had one Shoulder diſſacated and 
ſtanding higher than the other; his Neck diſtarted and 
wrung awry; and he was not able to ſtir himſelf: 
But, notwithſtanding this, after he had prayed his 
Brethren to ſet him upon the Bed, which they did, 
he finiſned writing, both his Confeſſion of Faith, and 
the Account of what had befallen him fince his Impriſon- 
ment. At Night they put both theſe Martyrs into 
one and the fame Bed. They comforted one another 
by the Contemplation of the Glories of the ccleftial 
Life, and the Vanities of this World; and they fang 
Pjalms until the Break of Day. Nevertheleſs Rebe- 
Zies had, from Time to Time, great Aﬀaults to 
withſtand, He frequently repreſented to himſelf-the 
Eſtate and Condition into which his Death might 
throw his Parents, and the Reproach it would bring 
upon his Family: But, having confidered that theſe 
Thoughts were the Temptations of Satan, he cried 
out, two or three Times, Get thee behind me; Satan. 
What dies that Evil One ſuggeſt to you? ſaid his Com- 
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panion then to him. This wicked Spirit, ſays Rebe- 
Zies, ſets before my Eyes the Affliction of my Parents; 
but, by the Grace of Gop, he ſhall not gain any Ad- 
vantage over me. 

On the Morrow, their Judges made another At- 
tempt to ſeduce them. They ſent to the Priſon, to 
fetch them, in the Morning very early, The Mar- 
tyrs thought it was in order to ſend them to the Place 
of Execution; wherefore they embraced the other 
Reformed, and exhorted them to be prepared for the 
fhery Trial. Nevertheleſs the Sentence of Death 
was not pronounced againſt them immediately; but, 
at Jaſt, they prepared it, upon the Refuſal they had 
made to recant; and they received Judgement at 
eleven of the Clock in the Forenoon; whereby they 
were condemned to be carried, gazged, to the Square 
Maubert, where they were to be firſt H rangled, and 
then burnt to Aſhes, They refuſed to take the Cruci- 
fixes which were offered them. Nebezies, ſeeing his 
Companion ſurrounded with Monks and Friers,: 
cried out to him, My Brother, beware of thoſe Sedu- 
cers, When they had announced or read over the, 
Sentence of Death to them, in the Chapel of the Pri- 
ſon, the Executioner faſtened them to the Rings, 
until the Time of their Execution. When every 
one was withdrawn in order to go to Dinncr, they 
began to ſing Pſalms, and ſang until they were in- 
terrupted by the Arrival of z7wo Doctors of the Sor- 
bonne, by whom they were again very much teazed. 
The Doclors were Maillard and De Meonchi, The 
latter faſtened upon Rebezies immediately, to per- 
ſuade him to forſake the Truth: But, when he per-. 
ceived that he loſt his Labour, and that the Martyr 
ſteadily maintained that he would believe Nothing | 


but what was conformable to Gop's H/ord, he took 
a wooden Croſs, which was in the Chapel, and com- 
pelled him to kiſs it, by Force, in a molt remarkable 
brutiſh Manner. But all this ſignified Nothing. 


The Martyr gave Thanks io Gop that he had choſen 
h him 
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him to ſuffer the Whole for Hs Name's SAKE; 
and he beſought him to pardon him that which they 
made him do by Force. This ſame Doctor at length 
reſolved to addreſs himſelf to Frederic D' Anville; but 
he loſt his Labour, as well as his Brother Maillard; 
who, thinking to give greater Weight to the Things 
which he had already ſpoken, and to gain more Cre- 
dit in the Minds of thoſe whom he was dsſirous to 
pervert, he ſaid to them by Way of Conc]Juſton, that 
he p:ayed them to conſider of it, and that he w/-& 
his Soul might be DAMNED if what he bad ſaid were 
not true. But he ſpoke to thoſe who were too well 
inſtructed, and too well ſuſtained by the Support of 
Grace, to fall into Snares fo very palpable. One of 
the Martyrs anſwered him, for himſelf and his Corg- 
panion, that he was certain the contrary of what te 
had ſaid was the Truth ; and that, as to them, they 
aimed at the true Mark, at which all the Faithful 
ought to aim. 

They were at length carried to the Place of Exe- 
cution, between three and four of the Clock in the 
Evening, each with @ Gag in his Mouth, But ne- 
vertheleſs, when they were arrived at the Place where 
they were to ſuffer, and had been demanded whether 
they would believe in the Maſs, one of them was 
not able to anſwer intelligibly until the third Time, 
but then was heard to fay, oNE ONLY GoD reignatb. 
They were then faſtened, each to his Stake, the one 
over againſt the other; and they ended their Lives 
in encouraging one another, by Geſtures, and by 
the Sounds of their Voices, and in praying to God 
to aſſiſt them. 

Theſe two Martyrs were the Jaſt, which they exe- 

| cuted, of thoſe who were taken up in St. Fames's- 
Street, (although the Intention of the Judges was, 

| to cond-mn them all, in like Manner, one after an- 
other,) becauſe the Proteſſant Cantons had ſent Am- 
baſſadors to the King, to intercede for the Reſt; and 
the Elector Palatine had written alſo for the ſame Pur- 
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poſe, and had united his charitable Offices with thoſe 


of the Cantens, to prevent their committing ſo hor- 
rible a Carnage of their Brethren. 


RENE DU SEAU axp JOHN ALMARIC. 


Yet there were two more young Men, who died 
in Priſon, after having confeſſed the Truths of the Gof- 
gel be fore the Fudges : The one named Rene du Seun, 
a Native of Saintonge ; and the other was called Joby 
 Aimaric, and was born at Luc, in Provence. The 
'L'enderneſs of their Youth was the Reaſon that 
they could not bear the Barbarities of a Priſon, They 
died there, after having always conſtantly perſevered 
ia the pure Doctrines of the Goſpel, and after having 
given an Account of their Faith before the Judges, 
in Spite of all the Torments with which they were 
threatened. 


JOHN DU BORDEL, MATTHEW VERMEIL, 
AND PETER BOURDON. 

15:8. — In paſling from the Year 1557 to the 
Year 1558, we muſt croſs the vt Ocean, to take 
Notice of a furious Tyrant in America; who, this 
Year, embrued his cruel Hands in the Blood of John 
du Berdel, Maithew Vermeil, and Peter Bourdon. — 
VILLEGAGNON was this BARBAROUS Perſecutor, who 
manifeſted himſelf, in that Country, much more 
cruel than the Savages themſelves. As I write only 
an Abridgement of the Hiſtory of the Martyrs, my Plan 
does not require me to enter into a minute Account 
of the Reaſons which cauled theſe Believers to go and 
reſide in ſo remote a Country: It is ſufficient for me 
to ſay, in two Words, that this Villegagnon made the 
Admiral Coligny believe that he would go and eſtabliſh 
in that Country a Colony of the true Reformed, 
which in the End might ſerve as an Aſylum for thoſe 
ho might be perſecuted for their Religion; and who, 
with a molt conſummate Hypocriſy, had alſo engaged 


that incomparable Admiral in that Deſign, He there- 
| upon 
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upon furniſhed Villegagnon with all Things neceſſary 
fdr the Voyage; inſomuch that the Settlement began 
to proſper at once; and-it certainly would have met 
with a moſt wonderful Succeſs, if it had not been 
for the Treachery of FVillegagnon, « who not only 
broke his Word to the Admiral, in deſtroying the 
Church, which had been at the firſt raiſed there, but 
who alſo became the Perſecutor of the Reformed, 
whom the Admiral protected and had truſted to his 
Care and Conduct; ſo that the greateſt Part of them 
had fled again to France. There remained no more 
than four or five in the and, whereof Villegagnon 
was become the Tyrant. Theſe had returned again, 
becauſe they dared not follow the Reſt of their Bre- 
thren, being afraid of the Dangers of the Sea in a 
long Voyage, and the other Inconveniences which 
in Reality were almoſt inevitable. The Truth is, 
that, after they had left the Place to avoid the Fury 
of Villegagnon, they returned to Land, and ſurrendered 
themſelves to him at Diſcretion, beſeeching him to 
treat them with Humanity and like Frenchmen. At 
firſt he received them pretty favourably ; but he ſoon 
ſhewed that he was incapable of Pity; for, to have 
an Opportunity of deſtroying them under the Pretence 
of Hereſy, which was the uſual Manner at that Time, 
he ordered thoſe who were thus returned to him to 
make a Confeſſion of their Faith; which Du Bordel 
drew up, and three others ſigned with him: But 
there were but 9 of thoſe three who perſevered; for 

T'% Andrew 


* In the Time of Peace, one of the principal Cares of 
the Admiral Coligny was, to increaſe the Navigation and 
Commerce of France, principally in the zew World, as 
well for the Honour of his Charge of Lord High-ddmiral 
as to plant there Colonies of thoſe of his Religion. He had 
ſent the Chevalier de Villegognon to Florida, becauſe he be- 
lieved him to be attached to the new Opinions: But 515 
Man deceived him as to his Belief of the new Opinions, a 
very ill treated thoſe who profeed't;zems Mex. Hiſt, de Frans 
Tom. VI. Fo. 105. 
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Andrew la Fei was not put to Death, becauſe be 
made a Kind of an Abjuration, and becauſe more- 
over Villegagnon had Occaſion for one of his Trade, 
which was that of a Tailor, and there was not ancther 
Tailor in the Iſland. The Reſt would not recant ; | 
and Gop ſupported them to the End, although there 
was not one of them but appeared to be much afraid | 
of Death. The two firſt who were martyred were 
caſt down from the Top of a Rock into the Sea, after 
having been for ſome Time put in Irons, Their Fet- 
ters weighed fifty Pounds in Weight. The other, 
who was Peter Bourdon, underwent the ſame Kind of 
Death, after Villegagnon had been himſelf to ſeize 
him, in a Country which bordered upon his //and, 
although he was exceeding ill, and even * dying. 
If 1 were diſpoſed to take Notice of all the Particu- 
Jars which manifeſt the Cruelty and Perfidiouſneſs of 
this TYretch, it would furniſh a Volume of itſelf : 
But, as my Deſign is to ſpeak only of what relates to 
te Martyrs, I ſhall content myſelf with ſaying, that 
they all three died calling upon the LorD, and in 
praying to him in ſo earneſt a Manner, as teſtified 
both their Faith and Hope, As Du Bordel was the 
moſt intelligent, in the Goſpel Truths, of all the three 
Martyrs, he was deſirous to ſhew Villegagnon, with 
great Meekneſs, the Authority upon which he founded 
the Article of his Confeſſion which related to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; ſupporting himſelf 
upon no leſs Authority than that of St. Auguſtine him- 
ſelf. But this only tended to enrage this Tyrant ſo 
much the more; who, for an Anſwer to all his Ar- 
guments, maſt brutally gave him a Blow, with his Fiſt, 
upon his Face, which immediately cauſed his Noſe and 
Mouth to run down with Blood; telling him, that he 
lied, and that St. wy) + had not underſtood it in 
that Manner. The Martyr then ſaid, For God's 


Sake, let it be ſa: And, having declared he would 
die in the Faith which he had confeſſed, he was the 
firft who was caſt down from the Rock, and who ſhewed 

the 
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the Reſt the Way wherein they ſhould all, one after 
another, very ſoon follow him, as I have already re- 
lated.* 


BENNET ROMYEN. 


Let us return into France. There were, this Year, 
many Funeral Piles, which were lighted up in many 
Parts alſo of the Kingdom. Bennet Romyen was one 
of the firſt who experienced the Infidelity of Men, 
and the Rage of the Enemies to the Truth. He was 
born at Villars d' Arennes, in Dauphiny ; and he was 
a Hawhker of haberdaſhery Wares by Profeſſion. He 
had retreated, for ſome Time pait, to Geneva, to 
live there under the Preaching of the Goſpel : But, 
as his Buſineſs compelled him to travel from Place to 
Place, to get his Livelihood, it fo fell out, that, in 
going to Draguignan in Provence, in order to ſel] two 
Coral Cabinets, at Marſeilles, of his own Workman- 
ſhip, he ſhewed them to one of the ſame Profeſſion, 
named Lanteaume Blanc, to ſee if he would buy 
them: But, becauſe they could not agree about the 
Price, this Provencial, being vexed to loſe fo curious 
a Piece of Workmanſhip, + and knowing that Bennet 
lived at Geneva, went to a Counſellor of the Parlia- 
ment of Aix, named Lauris, who was then at Dra- 
guignan, to prevail on him to take up Romyen, This 


Lauris was a worthy Son-in-Law of the cruel Preſi- 
I 6 dent 


* Few Days after they had put to Sea, the Ship being 
very leaky, five of the Company, more timorous than 
the Reſt, were put in a Boat and carried back to the Iſland, 
being in Hopes to mollify the Heart of Villgagnon, fince 
they had not offended him in any Thing : But, all the 
Mercy they met with from him was, that zhree out of the 
five, having made an excellent Profeſſion of their Faith, 
that cruel Tyrant cauſed them to be caſt down headlong 
into the Sea, where they were drowned. Lawval”'s Hift. 
Reform. Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 105. 

+ By the then Laws of Frawue, the Informer wis enti- 
tled to the Goods of Heretics, 
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dent D*Oppede, who was famous for the Maſſacre of 
the poor Proteſtants of Merindol and Cabrieres, and 
conſequently a great Enemy to the Reformed. When 
Lanteaume had thus given Notice to the Caunſellor, he 
told Bennet, that he would not do amiſs if he car- 
ried his Cabinets to him, and that probably he would 
purchaſe them of him. Bennet believed him to be 
ſincere, and followed the Advice of him who be- 
trayed him. He carried his Cabinets to Lauris, who 
informed himſelf immediately of the Price; and, 
feeing that Romyen aſked three hundred Crowns, + he 
ſent him away, and went directly to acquaint the 
Judge of the Town that he might take him up, ſay- 
ing, that he was one of the moſt wicked Lutherans in 
the Morld. The Judge defired Nothing better: He 
ſeized him, and two Men with him, who carried his 
Wares; and, having conveyed him to Priſon, he 
examined him in the uſual Manner; to which Bennet 
anſwered according to the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
He did the like when the Lreutenant* of the Seneſchal, 
nemed Du Reveſt, to whom the Cognizance of this 
Affair belonged, came alſo to examine him. On the 
Morrow his Examinations were read to him, and he 
perſiſted in them. 

Some of the Reformed, having heard that he was 
taken up, found Means to inform him that he ought 
to dem and that he fhould be remitted to his own 

udges; becauſe he had neither been found diſpu- 
ting about Religion, nor had carried any prohibited 
Books for Sale, nor had intermeddled with any Thing 
but his own Commerce, But he anſwered, that he 
would not avail himſelf of any of theſe Means; that 
te contented himfelf with having borne his Teſti- 
mony to the Truth; and that he was ready to lay 
gown his Life, if he ſhould be called thereto, in De- 
2 fiene 


t About Sixty-ſeven Pounds and Ten Shillings Sterling. 
* Le Litutenant du Sene/chal, We have no ſuch Officer 
in E:glard; but the Office of an Und: r-freriff, or a Hepu- 
„etetcard of à Liberty, ſeems to come the neareſt to it. 
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fence of the Confeſſion he had made. The Report 
of the Perſeverance and Firmneſs of this Priſoner 
being very ſoon ſpread throughout Draguignan, there 

were many Perſons who deſired to fee him, and amon 
the Reſt the Fudge of the Town, named Harboſi; a 
Man as ill- conditioned as deformed. He was igno- 
rant, even to Stupidity, and one of thofe weak People, 
who, upon the Credit of their Prze/ts and the Calum- 
nies of the Monts and Friers, fooliſhly believe that 
all thoſe whom they call Heretic ate not of the ſame 
Form and Shape with other Men. Barbeſt, being 
come to the Priſon, demanded abruptly of the Pri- 
ſoner, In whom he believed? if thoſe of Geneva be- 
Feved in God? and if they prayed to him? Theſe. 
impertinent Queſtions (being made by a Man whoſe 
Viſage was deformed, and whole Appearance was 
fhocking) irritated the Priſoner; who, without ma- 
king any other Anſwer, ſaid to him, And who are you, 
who thus ſo wickedly doſi blaſpheme ? When Barboſi 
had told him, that he was the Judge in ordinary of the 
Town, he replied immediately, Mo then has com- 
mitted this Office to THEE ? Doft thou think that we are 
not Chriſtians? The Devils 2 a Gop; Hall L 
deny bim? Dofl thou believe that thoſe who are at Geneva 
deny him? No, no: Me believe in Gop; we pray to 
him; we call upon bim; we regard him as our Support; 
and we put our Truft in bim. This Anſwer exaſpe- 
rated Barbeſi; and from that Time he was one of the 
mot cruel Perſecutors of this Priſoner, and the 9. 
vehement at his Condemnation ; becauſe he was more 

ſuſceptible of the moſt violent Paſſion than of Reaſon. 
In the mean Time, the Lieutenant being ſolicited 
to prepare the Proceedings for Trial, he cauſed the 
Priſoner to be brought before him, that he might 
hear what he had to ſay for himſelf. Romyen being 
brought before him, and thoſe whoſe Office it was to 
aſſiſt him upon that Occaſion, he begged Leave 10 pray 
to GoD ; the which being granted to him, he prayed 
with very much Zeal, and thereby manifeſted to Bar- 
7 p 52%, 


182 The Hiſtory of 
Bol, who was preſent, that he had a Gop; that he 
ſerved him; and that he prayed to him, through our 
Lorp JEsus CHRIsT. TI he Lieutenant and the At- 
torney for the King could not avoid ſ:y'ng, that it was 
a very fine Prayer: But Barbeſi, who liſtened to No- 
thing but his Rage, anſwered them, Yes, yes; he is 
oing to be A MARTYR TO ALL THE DEVILS IN 
ELL. 
When this Jaſt Proceeding was over, Bennet was 
ſent back again to his Priſon ; and the Reformed of 
the Town, knowing his Death could not be of much 
Edification among that ignorant and ſtupid People, 
who were entirely carried away with Superſtition, 
and fearing, moreover, that, if they ſhould put him 
to the Rack, he might bring ſome of them into Trou- 
ble, they ſolicited him more ſtrongly than «cver to 
follow the Advice they had given him at the firſt, 
as it was not contrary to the Commandments of Gop, 
and as he might do it with a good Conſcience: Inſo- 
much that he told the Jailor, that he deſired to ſpeak 
with the Lieutenant, who came to him immediately, 
with his Regiſterer. But, as this Priſoner was not 
in the leaſt acquainted with Proceedings of this 
Kind, he had not clearly underſtood what it was which 
they had deſired him to do; and therefore he told the 
Lieutenant, that he would appeal from their Sentence 
to the Lords of Geneva, or to the King in Council, All 
this was to no Purpoſe ; and they ceaſed not to haſ- 
ten the Determination of his Cauſe, chiefly at the 
Solicitation of an obſervant Frier, who had preached 
the Lenten Sermons in the Town. 
This Monk,* having been informed that the Judges. 
were aſſembled to deliberate about this Bufineſs, 
went to them, and told the Lieutenant, that he would 


go and ſing a Maſs of the HoLy GaosT, that, their 
| a Underſtandings 


*The Word Moine, or Monk, is uſed by the French as 
a general Term, to fignify all Kinds of religious Orders 
of Men, whether Cordeliers, Monks, Friers, or others. 
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Underſtandings being thereby enlightened, they might 
condemn Romyen to be burnt alive AT A SLOW FIE. 
J believe, without offending thoſe of the Church of 
Rome, we may ſay of theſe Maſſes, which they call 
the Maſſes of the HoLy Ghost by an abominable 
Perverſion of the Truth, that they are Salves for 
every Sore ; ſince they ſay them, not only for the 
mereſt Trifle, (as to find a Horſe or Dog, or any 
Thing that is loſt,) but they make Uſe of them alſo 
for Succeſs in the ne infamous Intrigues. As to this, 
in the Intention of the Mont who ſaid it, it was to 
make the HoLy GnosrT the Miniſter of his Wrath: 
But it is moſt certain that this is the common Em- 
ployment of the Devil, and not of that BENIGN SPI- 
RIT who hath formerly appeared in the Likeneſs of 
A Dove. In like Manner, I do not doubt but it 
was this infernal Spirit who inſpired — and 
ſome others of the Judges whom this Monk had gained 
over to his Party, with that Fury and Rage that cau- 
ſed them, - without waiting for any Thing more than 
only the Reading of the Proceedings, to pronounce 
that he ſhould be burnt alive and gagged, left he ſhould 
infect the People. They alſo decreed that he ſhould 
be put to the Rack, to compel him to diſcover thoſe 
of his Religion: But a *. who had been 
ſummoned to attend at this Determination, having 
heard the Proceedings read, was of Opinion, on the 
contrary, that he ought to be ſent back to his own 
Country ; becauſe he belonged to the Republic of 
Geneva, where he was an Inhabitant, and becauſe he 
had never taught his Opinions, nor carried any pro- 
hibited Books; that there were no Informations nor 
Witneſſes againſt him; and that he had not diſcourſed 
about his Faith and Religion but in a Court of Fuſ- 
tice, where he was compelled, by the Oath he had 
taken, to declare the Trutn. He ſupported his Opi- 
nion with ſuch ſtrong Keaſons, that thoſe who were 
to give their Opinions after him fyllowed him in 
Point of Judgement; inſomuch that they were equally 
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divided, and there remained only the Lieutenant to 
give his Opinion. But, becauſe he was not of the 
Mont's Faction, thoſe who were of his Party would 
not wait for his Sentence ; but, upon the Pretence 
that the Time for the Court's Sitting was expired, 
they ordered it in fuch a Manner, that Nothing was 
concluded, in order that they might gain Time to 
make their Party ſtronger. Upon this, the Conſuls * 
called a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town, by 
tolling the Bell, at the Requeſt of the Mont, the 
Official, and the Priefts ; who knew ſo well how to 
inflame the common People, that they ran all toge- 
ther to the Houſe of the Lieutenant, crying out that 
he ſhould BURN this Heretic ; and, if he did not cauſe 
him to be burnt, they would BURN HIM and ALL HIS 
FAMILY. They behaved in the fame Manner at the 
Houſe of the King's Attorney and of the other Judges, 
who had been of an Opinion contrary to theirs : 
And, becauſe the Lieutenant refuſed to appoint other 
Judges in their Stead, th:'y made the People reſolve 
to contribute to the Expences neceſſary for the ſend- 
ing the Priſoner to the Parliament of Aix; and in this 
Manner they compelled the Lieutenant to ſend the 
Cauſe thither to be determined. The Rage þ the 
People had been fo furiouſly ſtirred up by the Priz/ts 
and by this Monk, that they cried on all Sides, To 
the Stake, to the Stake with bim; LET HIM BE BURNT. 
The Lieutenant, perceiving that he could not appeaſe 
them in any other Manner, promiſed that he would 
go to Aix, to determine the Cauſe, Then the fac- 
tious called another Meeting of the People, wherein 
they made them determine to depute Barboſi, the 
Attorney for the King, the Fi Conſul, and the Regi/- 
terer, to be Solicitors to manage the T rial of the Cauſe 
at the common Expence: And thus theſe four Par- 
| tilans 


e The Conſuls, here mentioned, feem to be certain 
Merchants, choſen to be ]udges, to determine all Matters 
concerning Trade and Commerce among the People. 
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tiſans of the Prieſis departed, with the Lieutenant, to 
go to Aix, They met, on the Road, the Preſident 
Ambreis, a blizd- thirſly Perſecutor; who, having 
learnt the Particulars of this Aﬀair, endeavoured to 
| perſuade tie Lieutenant to proceed to paſs Sentence of 
Death, without going to the Parliament: But the 
Lieutenant would not conſent to it. Whereupon 
Ambrois addreſſed himſelf to the Reſt, and adviſed 
them to return with the Proceedings; which they 
did, with a Reſolution ts BURN the Priſoner. The 
Lieutenant purſued his Journey; and, having given 
a circumſtantial Account of the whole Proceedings to 
the Parliament, that Court made an Order to ferbid 
him and the Reſt of the Judges to proceed any far- 
ther, and ordered that the Priſoner and the Proceed- 
ings ſhould be tranſmitted to Aix. 

After this Order was made, the Lreutenant returned 
to Draguignan, and found that the other Judges had 
aſfembled already, to try the Priſoner. He imme- 
diately produced to them the Order, which he hal 
brought with him: But they were /o bent upon the 
Death of this poor Martyr, that it was with the 
greateſt Difficulty they ſubmitted to yield Obedience 
to the Order; which yet did Nothing more than poſt- 
pone, for a little Time, the prejudged Puniſhment. 
At length they determined to tend Barbofi to Aix; 
who wrought ſo far, by his Solicitations, that the 
Parliament ordered the Lieutenant to proceed to the 
Determination of the Cauſe ; to ſummon the ancient 
Counſellors ; and to inform that Court, within eight 
Days, what ſhould be done therein. Thoſe who 
were to be ſummoned to ſit in Judgement upon this 
Trial were the moſt bitter againſt Ramyen, and by 
their Sentence they condemned him to be burnt alive, 
if he perſiſted in his Opinion; but, if he would re- 
cant, then 19 be firſt firangled, and afterwards burnt : 
Ordering, moreover, that he ſhould be put to the 
Rack, before he was executed, for the uſual Reaſons. 


He appealcd from this Sentence to the Parliament, and 
he 
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he was ſent there. When he came out of Priſon, in 
order to be carried to Aix, he paſſed by the Houſe of 
the Attorney to the King; who, preſſed by the Remorſe 
of his Conſcience, placed himſelf at the Window, 
to tell him that he had woted for his Death, but that 
he begged of Gop to forgive him for it : Romyen an ſ- 
wered him, Gop will judge us both at the Day of 
Judgement. When he was arrived at Aix, the Par- 
liament ſent a Monk to him, to examine him; and, 
upon the Report, which the Mont made, that he 
was 4 Heretic and was DAMNED, they confirmed the 
Sentence, and the Martyr was thereupon remitted to 
his former Judgement. | 

At his Return, the Conſuls of Draguignan gave No- 
tice to the Prigſis of the neighbouring Pariſhes what 
Day he was to be executed, that they might, in their 
Pulpit-Diſcourſes, give Notice thereof to their Pa- 
riſhioners, and exhort them to be preſent thereat. 
They cauſed it alſo to be proclaimed through the 
City, by the Sound of a Trumpet, that ALL GOOD 
CHRISTIANS ſhould bring Food to the Market-place, 
to burn a Lutheran. On the Day which they had 
appointed for this Execution, the Lieutenant of the 
Seneſchal, who throughout this whole Affair had al- 
ways behaved as an honefi Man and an upright Judge, 
was abſent; and it is very probable that he went out 
of Town on Purpoſe, that he might not be a Specta- 
tor of ſo flagrant a Piece of injuſtice, which he had 
not Power to prevent: Therefore it was the Lieute- 
nant of the Recognizances * who accompanied the Con- 


ſuls when they put Romyen to the Rack. They di- 


rectly ſhewed him the Ropes, the Chains, and the 
Weights, which were to be uſed in torturing him, 
and they preſſed him to recant, and to impeach thoſe 
whom they called his Accomplices. The Sight of 
all theſe Engines, prepared to torture him, did not 

| | | in 
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takes Recognizances, Bails, Cc. in Frances 


4-4 ——_ . * SE 


Mr ESL 


= 
o ns * 7 


7 - a a ho AE” 


the French Martyrs. 187. 


in the leaſt affect him. He anſwered, with great 
Firmneſs, that he would have no other Religion than that 
of Jesus ChRISrH, which kis Apoſtles had preached ; 
that he was innocent; that he had no Accomplice ; and 
that, at the Day of Judgement, GoD would declare 
that Doctrine ta be pure and holy which they treated thus 
contumeliouſiy, and which he had confeſſed, in puniſhing 

eternally thoſe who perſecuted it. Then they aſked him, 
if thoſe who had been taken up with him were of the 
ſame Religion with him: He ſaid, they were not. 
They demanded farther, if he knew any others, ei- 
ther in the City or in the Province, which were of his 
Religion: He anſwered, he did nat. 'T hey aſked him 
many other Queſtions, in order to make him diſco- 
ver thoſe who had counſelled him to ſpeak as he had 
done; but he conſtantly refuſed to tell them. He 
was, thereupon, put to the Rack, and he was racked. 
with all that Cruelty of which his Perſecutors had al- 
ready ſhewn themſelves to be capable: But he cried 
unto GoD, without ceaſing, that he would have Pity 
upon him, for the Sake of his Son JEsus CHRIS r. 
They would then have made him call 1 * the Virgin 
Mary, but it was all in vain; and this Refuſal exaſ- 
perated his iniguitous Judges ſo very much, that they, 
cauſed his Torments to be redoubled with fo much 
Fury, that they thought he was dead: But, per- 
ceiving they miſtook, they ſent for à Surgeon, to 
know if he were able to undergo any new Tortures ; 
becauſe their Rage was not yet ſatisfied. The Surgeon 
aſſured them, he was not able to ſuffer any Thing more; 
whereupon they made Haſte to ſend him to be burnt be- 


fore he died. The Prieſts and the Monks till teazed 


him to recant ; but, at Jaſt, finding that they could 
gain Nothing, they THEMSELVES aſſiſted the Hang- 
man, to carry and lay him upon the Wood, becauſe 
he was not able to ſtir himſelf. When this Martyr 
ſaw himſelf to be ſo near his laſt Conflict, he prayed 
to Gop, and he again abſolutely refuſed to ſay the 
Ave-Maria For which Reaſon, the Priefts and 

Monts, 
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Monks, being greatly provoked at his Refuſal, flew 
upon him again, and abuſed him with an infernal 
Fury. They ToRE OFF his Hair from his Beard; and, 
at laſt, to render him ftil} more odious, the Warden of 
à Convent began to cry out, Plajþhemy ! Blaſphemy /! 
He curſes the Virgin Mary. Barbsfi then would have 
had them to have gagged him; but the People cried 
out, Let him be immed:ately burnt : Inſomuch that the 
Executioner directly ſet Fire to the Straw and to the 
Bruſh- wood, to ſatisfy that brutal Fury which ani- 
mated thoſe enraged People. The Martyr, in the 
Midſt of all theſe Tortures, addreſſed himſelf to 
Gop, without Intermiffion, beſeeching him to give 
him Patience neceffary to endure them. He bore his 
Execution with ſo much Firmneſs, that his Lips 
were ſeen to move a pretty long Time; but he never 
cried out, although his lower Parts were already en- 
tirely conſumed, Thus he rendered his Soul quietly 
unto Gon, after having endured every Thing with 
which a barberous Fury could infpire a ſuperſtitious 
People, who had entirely loft the Light of Reafon. 
Although the Account of this Proceeding is long, 
J thought it neceffary to relate it, with all its Cir- 
cumſtances ; becauſe the Particulars of this Hiſtory: 
ſet moſt clearly and artleſsly before our Eyes the ge- 
neral Spirit of the Church of Rome, and eſpecially of 
the Pr iefts, Monks, and Friers, and of all thoſe who 
ſuffer themſelves to be deluded and led away by theſe 
People, who have neither Honour nor Honeſty. 
T hoſe Perſons who know them will plainly ſee, by 
this Remark, how faithfu] the Author hath been in 
this Account which he hath given of them ; becauſe 
- they know very well that the greateſt Part of the 
Priefls, Monks, and Friers, are at this Day the Pet 
which infects all the Courts of Fuftice ; and that they 
— 3 ſhameleſs Solicitors of Iniquity that are in the 
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JEFFERY GUERIN. 


There is another Kind of People in the World, 
who are no better than the Monts and Friers, and 
whoſe Counſels are much more dangerous, becauſe 
they are not ſo much diſtruſted: They are the lule- 

warm Profeſſors mentioned in the Revelation of St. 
Jobn. They are great Lovers of worldly Peace, and 
conſequently great Enemies to thofe Things which 
may interrupt it. They have a very ſupple and pli- 
able Conſcience. They know how to bend and ſuit 
themſelves to the Times; and, if we imbibe and fol- 
low their Principles ever fo little, we cannot avoid 
falling into thoſe Errors which are abſolutely de- 
ſtructive to the Salvation of the Soul. It was a Man 
of this Character, who was infected with the Opini- 
ons of Caſtalio, who cauſed Feffery Guerin to fall, as 
it was generally believed, into the Misfortune of re- 
canting, after having confeſſed the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel in their Purity. This 7effery was a young 
Man of Ponteau de Mer, in Normandy, of almoſt five 
and twenty Years of Age ; who, having been taken 
up, with many others, was expected to have been 
execured very ſoon, by Reaſon of that Courage which 
he ſhewed at his firſt Examination. Nevertheleſs his 
Impriſonment was pretty long; becauſe, having fol- 
lowed the Advice of that Seducer, he ſuffered himſelf 
to be perſuaded that there was no Neceſſity for him 
to endure Torments, and to die for Religion ;*® that 
God does not require of us any Sacrifices of this Na- 
ture; and that there was no great Crime in going to 
Maſs, and denying the Faith, in Times of Perſecu- 
tion; inſomuch that, being brought again before the 
Judges, he ſaid and agreed to whatever they pleaſed, 
and he entirely retracted the former Confeſſion which 
he had made. 


It 


* See the Sermon, which the Author makes Uſe of in- 
ſtead of a Preface, 
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It will be uſeful for all the Reformed to take parti- 
cular Notice of this Example, that they may arm 
themſelves betimes againſt theſe frivolous, but ne- 
vertheleſs very dangerous, Arguments, which Fleſh 
and Blood never fail, upon the Occaſion, to repre- 
ſent as irrefragable ; and, remembering that they are 
ſent into this World for no other Purpoſe but to glo- 
rify Gop, that they addreſs all their Actions to this 
End: For, wheo they depart from this Rule, either 
through Fear or Wickedneſs, or through Weakneſs, 
it is abſolutely impoſſible to avoid eternal Miſery : 
And, even in this Life, we never fail of being racked 
with a Remorſe of Conſcience, which is —_— 
Times more terrible to the Soul than the moſt cruel 
Torments are to the Body, 
. Guerin experienced all the Horrors of this Remorſe; 
when, after having made hrs Recantation, and the pubs 
lic Confeffion to which he was alſo condemned, he was 
ſent to the Biſhop's Priſon z there to remain until the 
Oficial ſhould proceed againſt him, by eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſures, according to the Tenor of the Decree which 
had been denounced againſt him: But Gop alſo 
made him feel, at the ſame Time, the marvellous Ef- 
fects of his Mercy, in relieving him, and in putting 
into his Heart an earneſt Deſire to repair his Fault, 
and the Scandal which he had given to the Reſt of the 
Reformed by his Abjuration; inſomuch, that, after 
having felt the Diſpleaſure of Gop, he took Courage 
in the Aſſurance of his Goodneſs. He then reſolved 
to make a new Confeſſion of his Faith, and to preſent 
it to his Judges, therein repreſenting to them his Rea- 
ſons for to doing : That, in his Recantation, he had 
confeſſed to them ſeveral Things directiy contrary to the 
Word of Gop, and to the Dictates of his own Con- 
ſcience, which he deteſted as a wicked Action; know- 
ing aſſuredly, that, if he ſhould perſevere therein, 
there could not be the leaſt Hope of Salvation for him: 
That he could expect Nothing but the juſt Judgement 


of Gop, which he pours out upon thoſe, who Hold the 
1 Truth 
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Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; Rom. x. 18; and that he 
had reſolved, thenceforth, to abide by that Confeſ- 
ſion, which he had preſented to them, and had ſigned 
with his own Hand. He fer down all theſe Reaſons 
in the Preface to his ſecond Confeſſion of Faith, which 
he wrote himſelf in the Priſon of the Official, whilſt he 
waited for his Fudges ordering him to be called before 
them. But, nevertheleſs, he remained a conſiderable 
Time in this Priſon, where he ſuffered very much, as 
well from Want, (becauſe the Official had even forbid 
them to give him any Part of the Charity collected for the 
Priſoners,) as from the Inſults of the other Pritoners, 
who, for the moſt Part, were Priz/ts or other Eccleſi- 
a/tics, confined either for Murders, or for Robberies, 
or Rapes, or for other Crimes of that Nature, which 
vere, at that Time, very common among thoſe hone/? 
Gentry, who, nevertheleſs, hated exceedingly thoſe 
whom they called Heretics, and who very often beat 
and ill-uſed Guerin, becauſe he could not bear their 
Blaſphemies, and becauſe, from Time to Time, he 
reproved their diſſolute Lives. This Martyr was, at 
length, called before the Official, who, after having 
aſked him ſome few Queſtions, condemned him to 
make a public Confeſſion the ſecond Time, and to be kept 
upon Bread and Water. Guerin appealed from this Sen- 
tence, as erroneous, and therefore he was ſent back 
to the Priſon of the Conciergerie, where he found two 
other Witneſſes of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, who en- 
couraged him, and fortihed him, more and more, in 
his late Reſolution. 

At length, they were all three confined more cloſely 
than the other Priſoners, and they were kept upon Bread 
and Water, by Reaſon of the Contempt which they 
ſhewed for the aſs, and for the other ſuper/iitious 
Devotions which they uſed in Lent. 

Nevertheleſs, Eaſter Holidays being come, the Mar- 
tyrdom of Guerin was delayed for ſome Days. Du- 
ring this Time, he wrote to the Brethren, to acquaint 
- them of his Return to the Acknowledgement of the 

| Truth, 
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Truth, and to remove the Offence which he had be- 
fore given them. And he afterwards alſo wrote to 
them many edifying Letters, to beg that they would 
aſſiſt him with their Prayers in his Trials, to give 
them an Account of what had paſſed in his Examina- 
tions, and to aſſure them, that he earneſtly longed 
and waited, with much Joy, for the Crown of Immor- 
zality, which is prepared, at-the End of our Race, for 
all the Martyrs of our LoRD JESUS CHRIS H. As he 
knew, by his own Experience, that Man is not able 
to maintain, by his own Strength, the good Fight of 
Faith, and that, of Neceſſity, Gop muſt endue him 
with Power from on high, he compoſcd a Prayer, 
which he always repeated, before he anſwered the 
Queſtions which they aſked him in his Examinations; 
inſomuch, that, by theſe Means, he came off always 
victorious over al] the Trials and Temptations to 
which, from that Time, he was expoſed: And he 
was afterwards crowned with the Crown of Martyr- 
dom, on the firſt Day of Juby. 

After his Condemnation, the Executioner, before 
he went out of the Priſon, would have put a wooden 
Criſs, painted red, into his Hands; but Guerin, who 
had ſeveral Times before refuſed all theſe Pieces of 
Superſtition, ſaid to him, My Friend, have not J told 
thee that I would take none of them, and that I have always 
the Death and Paſſion of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST in 
my Heart? A Monk who was preſent, having heard 
this Anſwer, ſaid to him, that was no Objection at 
all, and that he ought to take it to avoid giving Scan- 
dal. The Martyr immediately replied, that no ſerious 
Perſons would be offended at his not taking it, for, that 
it was Nothing but a Piece of painted Wed, and that, 
if any one were to wet it, or put Water upon it, all that 


fine Painting would be immediately defaced. After ſome 


other Diſcourſe, they brought him out of the Chapel. 
In coming out of the Priſon, he ſaw a Priſoner, na- 
med Juliet, whom he had taught to read during his 
Impritonment, and he ſaid to him, Juliot, my Friend, 

exerciſe 
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exerciſe your ſelf continually in the Reading of the holy Serip- 
tures : Learn to pray to Go, and he will never Le 
you. And then, turning himſelf towards the Reſt of 
the Priſoners, he ſaid to them all, Farewel, my Friends, 
IAM GOING To DIE THAT I MAY LIVE, As ſoon as 
he was in the Tumbrel, or Dung-Cart, he began to 
pray to Gop, and he ſpake pretty intelligibly, although 

be was gagged; O Lord Gon, aſiſ me, if it be thy 

' good Pleaſure, with Strength and Perſeverance, to ouer- 

"4 came the Torment that is prepared for me. Lay not more 
upon me than I am able ta bear. I have always truſted in 

þ it Mord. I have, for a long Time paſt, defired that 

| f Death which is now approaching : Leave me not, there- 

> fore; but grant that I may perſevere unto the End in that 

; Faith, of which I haue made a Confeſſion. After that, 

he repeated at Length the 4po/iles Creed. | 

The Sentence of his Death, agreed upon by his 
Judges, was then read to him; and, becauſe it was 
alledged, among the Cauſes for his Condemnation, _ 
that he had holden ſcandalous and heretical Diſcourſes, © 
he cried, with a loud Voice, that he tot Gop to wit- 
neſs the Charge was falſe. And, when it was ſaid that 
he was condemned to be burnt aliue, I thank God fer it, 
cried he, with @ great Deal of Foy, God be praiſed for 
it! Thus was he carried from the Court to the Square 
Maubert, where he was to be executed, and there he 
had much more injurious Treatment till to ſuffer 
from the People, who, at that Time, were extreme- 
ly exaſperated againſt the Reformed ; eſpecially the 
Fackeys and thoſe who let out Hackney Horſes, who 
then dwelt round about the Square Maubert. Theſe 
Sort of People are for the moſt Part very brutiſh and 
inhuman; and we need not wonder if, upon this 
Occaſion, they ſhewed their natural Ferocity. They 
had been themſelves to the Boat, to fetch Wood: 
They laid it in Order, ready to ſet Fire to it; and 
ſcarcely was the Martyr come to the Place of Execu- 
tion, before they took him out of the Hands 
of the Executioner. 2 reſolved to put him 


to 
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to Death themſelves ; which they did, with ſo much Cru- 
elty, that even the Hangman pitied him, and complained 
that theſe People would not ſuffer him to perform his own 
Duty. All theſe Cruelties could not in any Manner 
ſhake the Conſtancy of this Martyr. He rejected all 
the Offers that were made him, to recant and to cry 
29 Maria; and, being raiſed up aloft in the Air, 

e gave vp. the Ghoſt in the Flames, after having 
cried, with a loud Voice, O Lord Gop, open thy 
Heavens to recerve thy Servant. 

A Believer, who was a Priſoner at the ſame Time 
with him, and who was afterwards ſet at Liberty, 
teſtified, that, for ſome Time before bis Death, he 
diſcourſed continually of the Miſeries of this World, 
the Uncertainties of this Life, and the Happineſs 
of thoſe who died in the LoRx D; and that he ſpoke of 
Religion with ſo much Energy, that all the Priſoners, 
who were confined in the ſame Dungeon with him, 
were pm moved therewith, and even wiſhed they 
bad been Priſoners for the ſame Cauſe as he was, 
provided Gop had given them the ſame Faith as he 
had. He added this Circumſtance; that, the Day 
of his Execution, he awaked his Companion at 
four of the Clock in the Morning ; that he led him 
to the Window, and, having made him contemplate 
the Heavens and ali the wonderful Works of Gop, 
he ſaid to him, Ho glorious wall it be when tue are 
caught up above all theſe Things, to be with our LoRD 
and SAvioUR JEsUs CHRIST, and to partake with 
HIM of ALL his Glory, which we fhall moſt certainly 
enjoy, if we continue firm in the Confeſſion of bis Truth J 
We need not be aſtoniſhed, if, after ſuch holy Diſ- 
poſitions, Gop ſhould render his Perſeverance exem- 

lary ; as he had permitted him to fall, to render the 
IT centres of his infinite Mercy the more wonderful. 


JOHN MOREL. 


Here is another Martyr, on whom Gop beſtowed 


the ſame Grace to repent, when he had committed 
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the ſame Fault. This was a young Lad named Fobn 


Morel, a Native of the Country of Auge, in the Dio- 
ceſe of Lizieux, in Normandy. He was taken up about 


the ſame Time that Guerin ſuffered, with two Miniſ- 


ters whom he ſerved, and who had inſtructed him fo 
perfectly in the Truths of the Goſpel, that, after 
Gon had raiſed him up from his Fall, into which 
his Infirmity. had at firſt precipitated him, he was 
able to ſuſtain the moſt furious Combats. 

As to the Miniſters, one of them eſcaped Impri- 
ſonment, by giving a Sum of Money to the Officers 
who had ſeized him; and the other was diſcharged, 
the next Morning, out of Priſon, through the Inter- 
poſition of the King of Navarre, who claimed him as 
his domeſtic Servant before he was known to be a 
Miniſter.* Thus Morel alone remained a Priſoner, 
becauſe. they had found ſome religious Books in his 
Chamber, and becauſe the Hour was come wherein 
he was called to give his Teſtimony to the Truth, 
which he had thoroughly learnt, although he was but 
a poor Scholar of about twenty Years of Age, and 
was obliged to ſerve others, that he might be able to 
ſubſiſt himſelf, 

They had found, among his Books, a Collection 
of Common-Places, which he had written with his 
own Hand, and had extracted out of Calvin's Chri- 
tian Inſtitutes; and thereupon the Lieutenant-Criminal 
aſked him if he did not know very well that Book was 

K 2 prohibited: 


* The King of Nawarre, being at Paris, was preſeat 
at ſome religious Aſſemblies : Nay, he went farther ; for, 
two Miniſters of that Church (of Paris) having been 
ſeized in their Chambers, one of them was releaſed, for 
Money, by the Serjeants ; the other, namely Mr, de Chan- 
dieu, was carried Priſoner to the Chatelet, The King of 
Nawarre went thither himſelf the next Day; and, having 
reclaimed the Priſoner, as belonging to his Family, he 
was immediately delivered into his Hands, and brought 


Home ſafe. Lawal's Hit. Reform. France, Vol. I. Fo. 97. 
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prohibited: I know very well, ſaid the Martyr, that 
there is Nothing bad in it, and that is ſufficient for me. 

In this Manner we ought at this Day to anſwer 
thoſe who forbid the Reading of good Books, and 
who deſire that there ſhould be no other in the World 
but thoſe only which are publiſhed by that wicked So- 
ciety, who publicly profane the Name of IJIEsus, * 
how pernicious ſoever they be, not only in Reſpect of 
Faith, but even in Regard to Morality : For all the 
Prohibitions which they have made againſt reading 
thoſe Books which bear Witneſs of the Truth, and 
eſpecially thoſe which are founded upon the Word of 
Go, are unlawful, by whatever Authority they may 
be enacted. Morel therefore anſwered very judici- 
ouſly to the Queſtion of the Lieutenant- Criminal, who 
continued to aſk him many other Queſtions concern- 
ing the Doctrines contained in that Book; to all 
which he gave him very ſufficient Anſwers, 

At length he had to diſpute with two Doctors of the 
Sorbonne, whom he plainly convinced that, motwith- 
ſtanding his Youth, he was very capable of rendering 
fruitleſs all the Subtilties of which they availed them- 
ſelves to enſnare him. Theſe Doctors did every Thing 
in their Power to entrap him; but he always anſ- 
wered them in ſuch a Manner, which, although it 
was very artleſs, yet nevertheleſs it was attended with 
a moſt marvellous Power, and ſhewed at the ſame 
Time that this Martyr had great Diſcernment. I 
cannot here omit one Anſwer which he made to theſe 
Doctors. After he had told them, that he had beg- 
ged of Gor, more ardently than ever, to ſhew him 
the true Way which he ought to follow; that, /ince 
that Time, he had found himſelf more flrengthened and 
more confirmed in that Doctrine which he had now con- 
faſſed and maintained, becauſe the HoLy GHOST had 
witneſſed to him that THIS was the TRUE GOSPEL. 


Theie Doctors then ſaid to him, in a magiſterial 
| Tone 


The YJe/uils, who ſtile themſelves the Society of JESUS. 
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3 Tone which on theſe Occaſions is ſo natural even to 
ä the moſt ignorant of their Religion, It is not the 
1 HoLy Ghost, but the DRvIL, — holds thee faſt in 
his Net. Which gave Occaſion to the Anſwer the 
Martyr immediately made them, in theſe Words: 
Our BLESSED LoRD AnD SAvioun, JEsus CHRIST, 
teacheth us, that the Worts of the Devil are Envy, 
W horedom, Blaſphemy, and other Crimes of this Na- 
ture. I very plainly feel theſe Things in me, becauſe 1 
"2 am a miſerable Sinner But | feel alſo that the SP1RIT 
1 of CHRIST, which dwells in me, reproves me for them; 
| that he incites me to beg Pardon of Goo; and that HE 
1 ASSURES ME, at the ſame Time, of his Mercy. | feel 
| alſo that I am continually ſtirred up and driven to pray to 
is GOD. Would Mr that the Devil is the Author of 
1 theſe Motions ? he Doctors, not knowing how to 
reply to ſo pious a Diſcourſe, and which fo natu- 
rally expreſſed the Eſtate of a true Believer, retreated 
into their uſual Intrenchment; I mean, they began 
to laugh at him; and, by their mocking in this Man- 
ner the Martyr, and the Feeling of interior Grace, of 
which he had given them ſuch evident Marks, they 
clearly manifeſted to him they had never taſted theſe ſa- 
lutary Fruits, nor this ſpiritual Food. The Diſpute 
continued yet a long Time; and the Doctors, per- 
ceiving at laſt that there was Nothing to be hoped 
for from that Quarter, left the Martyr, ſaying to 
him, at parting, that they wiſhed Gop might never 
have Mercy upon their Souls F HE WERE NOT DAMNED... 
, Upon this they went to the Lieutenant-Criminal, and 
K told him, that there were not any farther Hopes of 
| their ſucceeding in this Buſineſs with him: Where- 
upon he was immediately put into the Dungeon, 
where he had a great Deal more to ſuffer, 

After this, they raiſed another Battery againſt him, 
which, for a little Time, had, in Appearance, a more fa- 
vourable Succeſs ; but turned, at length, to the grea- 
ter Glory of Gop, as we ſhall ſee in the End. His 
Brother, William Morel, who was Greek Printer to the 
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King, having heard that he was a Priſoner, and for 
what Cauſe he was confined, begged of the Judges 
that he might be permitted to viſit him, accompanied 
with a Doctor, that he might endeavour to ſhake his 
Reſolution, and to overcome that Obſtinacy which 
he manifeſted. He directly made Uſe of Reaſonings, 
Inter g, the Reputation of the World, Friendſhip, Tears, 
ard every Thing which. he though: might be capable 
of moving him, and bringing him to the Mark which 
he aimed at; but the Martyr ſaid Nothing to all this, 3 
as well through Grief to ſec his Brother weep, as be- | 
caufe he had almoſt farnted away, and was fo weak, 2 
that he could not ſtand upright, by reaſon of the In- 15 
con veniency of the Cell, from which he had been fo ; 
Jately taken, Nevertheleſs, he recovered from this f 
Weakneſs, and the Doctor, which his Brother had 5 
brought with him, aſked him many Queſtions con- 
cerning his Faith; to all which he antwered accor- 

ding to bis Conſcience, and, among other Things, 

he confeſſed freely to them touching thoſe Things | 
which the Doctor had demanded of him: What were | 
the Reaſons, which had ſwayed him to forſake the | 
Poctrines he had firſt learned of his Parents? That 

the wicked Lives - 4 the Prieſts and Monks had firft made 

him doubt of the Truth of their Deftrines : That he had, 

after that, read the Scriptures, and found, that the | 
Lives and Doctrines of thoſe of Geneva were confor- 
mable thereto : That, moreover, he had known many 
of them, whoſe Lives and Manners had been changed up- 

on embracing the DoEtrines of the Reformation: That 

HE had proved it himſelf, in the Change which he had 
obſerved in his owN Adtions and [nclinations, ſince Gon 

hed called him to the Knowledge of his Truth; on 

the contrary, that he had known many of ' thoſe, who, 

having deſpiſed the true Doctrine. which had been taught 

them, had only returned again into the Boſom of the Ro- 

miſh Church, through Fear, Intereſt, and Hypocriſy, 

and who were, at length, fallen, for the molt Part, in- 


to 
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to Atheiſm; * as are, at this Day, almoſt all thoſe, 


whom we ſee to have been guilty of this unhappy Back- 


ſliding : And that theſe were the principal Motives 


which had led him to ſearch into, and to embrace, 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel. ' He ſaid this expreſsly, 
on Account of the Lieutenant Criminal, who was there 
preſent, and who knew full well in his Conſcrence, 
that he was _ one of thoſe in the laſt Caſe of 
which he had ſpoken. Thus this firſt Attack was 
not attended with any Succeſs, and Morel ſaid No- 
thing, at that Time, againſt his Conſcience, 
Nevertheleſs, his Brother was not diſheartened by 
this; but ſeeing it was uſeleſs to take any more Dyc- 
tors with him, and that they could gain Nothing up- 
on him, with all their Subtilties and falſe Arguments, 
he thought himfelf obliged to take ſome other Method. 
He repreſented to him then the Danger he was in of 
loſing his Life, and the Diſhonour he would bring 
upon him and all his Family if he ſhould be con- 
demned ; that he was young-; that his Death would 
be of no Service to the Church ; but, if he eſcaped, 
he might go to Geneva, and live there with Freedom 
of Conſcience: And in the Conclufion he told bim, 
if he would anſwer ambigucuſly, he would act in ſuch 
a Manner that his Judges ſhould aſk him none but 
general Queſtions : And, becauſe the Martyr, when 
they had before aſked him, before him, when he left 
oft going to Maſs, had frankly anſwered, that he had 
never been fince he had known that it was a Thing of no 
Value, and good for Nothing, he begged him not to 
ive ſo ſhocking an Anſwer again, but to accommo- 
date himſelf a little better to the Times. 
KI * Theſe 


* 1t is impoſſible for thoſe who avere once enlightened, and 
ba ve taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers 
of the Hol GHosT, and have taſted the goad Word A 
Gop and the Powers of the World to come; if they ſhall fall 
away, to renew them again unto Repentance : Seeing they 
cruciſy to themſelves the So Os God afreſh, and put him 19 
an open Shame. Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. | 3 
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Theſe Counſels had their Effect. Morel liſtened 
to them without confidering that theſe Accommodations 
with Fleſb and Blood are directly contrary to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel. He was ſtaggered with them, and he 
thought at length that to eguivocate a little would not 
be in Fact a very great Crime, provided that he ſaid 
Nothing directly contrary to his Conſcience ; inſo- 
much that, when he was examined again, he no 
longer anſwered with that Frankneſs and Freedom 
which were at that Time the peculiar Character of 
the Martyrs and true Confeſſars of the Goſpel : And, 
after many ambiguous Anſwers, he made a Recanta- 
tion, in general Terms, before his Judges, of every 
Thing which they called Error and Hereſy, At 
length he ſigned this Abjuration, having always, 
both in his Anſwers and in his Recantation, put a 
very different Meaning, upon what he ſaid and did, 
from that of his Judges. But theſe mental Reſerva- 
tions are only fit for the Jeſuits and their Diſciples, 
and are never to be uſed by TRUE Chriſtians; who, 
notwithſtanding any Pretence whatſoever to the con- 
trary, can never be diſpenſed with from confeſſing, 
clearly and diſtinctly, our Lord JESsus CHRISTH and 
the Truths of his Goſpel, before Men, when they are 
called thereto. Mos el was very ſoon made ſenſible of 
this Truth by the Trouble and Remorſe of his Conſcience ; 
and he hath given us ſo clear and ſo artleſs a De- 
ſcription of them himſelf, in a Letter which he ſent, 
ſome time after, to the Reformed f the Church of Pa- 
ris, that we cannot read this Deſcription without diſ- 
covering evidently the efficacious Guiding of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, by the Marks of Truth and an art- 
Jeſs Sincerity which ſhine throughout the Whole, 
As it is, moreover, very edifying and very uſeful to 
guard thoſe who might otherwiſe ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſeduced by Arguments nearly of the ſame Kind 
with thoſe which ſurpriſed this Martyr, I judged ic 
would not be improper to tranſcribe here, verbatim, 
what he ſaid upon the Subject. The Length and the 

| ; | | Variety 
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Variety of his Reflections will not prove tireſome z 
and I am certain they will be of great Benefit to the 
Conſciences of thoſe who know how to make a good 
Uſe of them. Let us ſee, therefore, what he ſaid, 
in continuing the Relation of thoſe Things which 
we have already begun to ſet forth. 

& At length,” — Morel in his Letter, ** I made 
© an Abjuration of every Thing which they call 
& Errors and Hereſies ; Satan always leading me, and 
putting another Senſe into m Mind than my Ad- 
© verſaries ever thought upon: Then, zo fill up the 
& Meaſure of mine Iniquity, I added to it the Signa- 
© ture of my cowardly and traiterous Hand, But I 
« write theſe Things the rather, becauſe many make 
« ſuch Anſwers as do not correſpond, either to the 
Intention or to the Queſtion of the Adverſaries; 
& which Cbriſtians ought not to do: For, every An- 
&«& {wer or Evaſion, which is made either through 
Z « Fear or for any other Reaſon, whereby the Truths 
[ of the Goſpel are hid, or the Word of Gov is de- 
F- “ ſpiſed, or the Unbeliever or the Ignorant con- 
f & firmed in his Error, or whereby there ariſes any 

% Offence, is of Satan, the Father of Hypocriſy. See, 

&« my Brethren, how Satan undermines us by little 

© and little. But, behold ! before Gop I lie not: 

& As ſoon as ever I had ſigned my Blaſphemies with 

„% my Hand, my Signature was, to me, like the 
„ Crowing of the Cock to St. Peter; for, imme- 

„ diately upon my being brought back to my Dun- 
| „ geon, (which was the wal of the dark Holes in 
« the Biſhop's Priſon,) my Conſcience began to 
« ſting me ſo ſharply, that I couid not do any Thing 
„ but weep and lament for my Sin. But, notwith- 
„ ſtanding this, Satan did not ceaſe to endeavour to 
« make me err yet more, by reminding me of my 
% Dcliverance, and that, ſince I had gone fo far, I 
« might very well goa little farther, and do the lit- 
ce tle that remained to be done: That Gop was mer- 
% ciful: That I might very well go to Maſs for once, 

K 5 « withouc 
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„% without conſenting to it with my Heart: Inſo- 
e much that, if they had requeſted me to have gone 
© there on the Morrow, as they did afterwards, I be- 
<< lieve I ſhould bave gone: So faft did Satan hold 
„ me in his Chains, 
“ During theſe Aſſaults, the Judgement of Gop 
faſtened on me fo forcibly, that I knew not which 
«© Way to turn myſelf, nor what to do. I felt a 
4 HELL within me already, which tormented me; $ 
© and I thought every Creature of Gop was againſt : 
„% me. My Conſcience reproached me in this Man— 
„% ner: Thou haſt denied IE SuS CHRIST by the Hypo- - 
ce crity whuh thou baſ made Uſe of : He will deny thee W 
& before Gop HIS FATHER. Thou woulde/t have ſaved 4 
ce thy Life: Thou halt loſe it; not as thou wouldaſt have 
« loft it, but for ever. It is ſaid, in the Revelation of 
© St. John, that the Fire is prepared for the fearſul : 
© and unbelieving ; but thou haſt been an Infidel to thy | 
© Maſter, turning thy Back in the Day of Battle: There- ? 
« fore there remains no other Reward for thee, than to be f 
« caſt out from the ſcriptural Houſe of thy Maſter. 
% Qught we, through Fear of Torment, to obey Men | 
& rather than G ? Deſt thou not know that the Suf- 

4 ferings of this preſent World are not worthy to be 

& compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed | 
« in us,+ and is prepared for us? Hath not the Logd | 
JESUS taught thee, that thou muſt deny thyſelf, to 

&« follow HIM, and that thou muſt take up thy Croſs ? 

« Hath HE not given thee invincible MWeapons to fight thy 
% Eattles with, and Words to anſwer for thyſelf ® And 
* thy Cowardice hath been ſo great, that thou haſt fled 
& from the Battle when thou waſt ready to receive the 

* Crown of Victory. Kneweft thou not that it is ſaid, 
He that endureth to the End ſhall be ſaved ** It is 

% therefore to no Purpoſe to begin well; for the Crown 

% was prepared for thee, if thou hadff perſevered ; but, 

« as thou bal fallen, THE EVERLASTING FIRE OF 

cc HELL 


” 


Kew. xxi. 8. + Non. viii. 18. Mat, x. 22. 
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t HELL ts prepared for thee, Ougbteſt thou to have 
cc hearkened to thy Brother, rather than to the LokD 
[1 JESUS CHRIST D Hath not HE warned thee, that 
'4 © whoſoever ſhall love his Father, or his Mother, 
| « or his Brethren, more than Him, is not worthy to 
« be his Diſciple? F Therefore thou can/i not expect 
« any Thing elſe than the jus r JUDGEMENT of AL- 
t « MIGHTY GoD, which is prepared to be executed upon 
2 « THEE, and upon thoſe Angels who have fallen as thou 
: « haſt done. What will thy weak Brethren, who know 
« thee, ſay now £ Thou wilt be a very great Scandal 
« unto them. Remember what JEsus CHRIST ſays : 
1% Whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones 
«© who believe in me, it were better for him that a 
«« Mill-ſtone were hanged about his Neck, and that 
0 „ he were drowned in the Depth of the Sea. || How 
% canſi thou ſtand before the Face of the LIVING Gop, 
* then HE ſhall demand of thee the Lſury of the Talent 
% HE had delivered to THEE? MNathing elſe can be then 
« expected but that he ſhall take it from thee. But, 
& alas! he hath taken it already from thee : There re- 
j « mains Nathing more but that thou be caſt into outer 
« Darkneſs, where ſhall! be Weeping and Gnaſhing 
« of Teeth. I bat foall I jay? It is impoſſible to 
| « recount every Thing my Conſcience reproached me with. 
| & It went ſo far, at laſt, that all theſe Things drove me 
„ to fuch a Pitch, that I could de Nothing but deſpair s 
for, the more 1 thought of them, the mare J felt the 
% dreadful Fudgement of Gop. 
was in this Diſtraction of Mind more than 
« 'twice twenty-four Hours; inſomuch that I dared 
e not lift up my Eyes towards Heaven, I was al- 
«© ways as if I were glued to the Earth; and be al- 
*« ſured, that theſe -＋¼ Days were more painful to 
„ me than were the two Months which followed; 
« for | felt no Bleſſing, neither on my Words nor 
„ Actions, but a Curie upon every Thing. The 
K 6 Devil, 
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« Devil, who knows perfectly well how to avail 
« himſelf of all Things that happen to us, when he 
% would entice us to commit Sin, tells us of No- 
thing but the Mercy of Gon; and, when we are 
« fallen into the Mire, whereto he hath led us, by 
„little and little, from a bad Road to a worſe, he 
4 leaves us there, when he ſees that we cannot ex- 
c tricate ourſelves, and even gets upon our Shoul- 
c ders, and preſſes us down, that we may fink the 
« deeper, until we are entirely ſwallowed up there- 
« in; for he ſuggeſts Nothing to us then but the 
Judgement of Gob, and endeavours to perſuade us 
<< that it is an impoſſible Thing for Gop to pardon vs. 
„Thus he held me in this Manner; inſomuch 
. *© that I could never look up on high, to call upon 
% the Name of the LoRD, who is the Gop of thoſe 
© who are afflicted; for it ſeemed as if he had ſaid 
to me, Deſ thou think that GoD can pardon THEE ? 
« Doft thou not know moſt certainly that RE hath ſaid, 
« Jt we fin wilfully after we have received the Know- 
« ledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sa- 
© crifice for Sins; but a certain fearful Looking-for 
ce of Judgement and fiery Indignation, which ſhall 
« devour the Adverſaries? + Knowe/t thou not, aſſu- 
* redly, that we muſt not abuſe the Mercy of Gop ? 
«© Eſau and Saul, after they had finned, cried to GoD 
«© for Mercy; but they were not heard. He did, in- 
«© deed, ſhew Mercy to Peter, and to ſome of our Time; 
& but deft thou think that he will pardon THEE, any more 
« than Francis Spira, T who denied Gob as thou haſt 
« done? Think, I beſeech you, what great Tor- 
ce ment this was tome; for I could do Nothing but 
« deſpair; and it is not without Cauſe that the 
& Apoſtle ſays, ( Heb. x. 31.) It is 1 Thing to 
& Fall into the Hands of the LIVING GOD. But RE, 
4% 20h is always ſo propitious ta his ow People, as that 
| « he 


+ Heb. x. 26, 37. 2 
ft Francis Spira died in the Year 1548, deſpairing of 


the Merey of God. See Seid. Book 21, and others. 
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tc he doth not ſuffer them to be broken continually 
&« when they fall, led me to the Abyſs of his Treaſures 
& of Mercy, aſſuring ME, that he had pardoned my 
& execrable Sins, and that, although they were redder 
* than Scarlet, they were ever in his Sight whiter than 
& $Snow.* O! the ſweet and lovely Voice! O! 
& how my Heart rejoiced at ſeeing MY gractons Father 
& embrace me, notwithſtanding 1 had been a Prodi- 
© gal and a Spendthrift! Immediately, when I heard 
« this Voice in my Soul, my Bones and my decayed 
© Strength began to recover themſelves. Then I 
& began to lifi up my Eyes to Heaven, to drive far 
„% away from me all my Enemies, perceiving that 
© God was pleaſed to be gracious and merciful to 
© me. And, whereas before I dared not to addreſs 
„ myſelf to My LoRD. now (if I may be allowed 
de the Expreſſion) J prattled ſecretly with hi, KNow= 
& ING that he was my Father, I made no Difficulty 
& of confefling my Sins freely to him, and he com- 
„ forted me like a tender Father ; letting me know 
& that, for the future, he would ſupport me, and 
© that what had befallen me was to teach me that it 
& was not by the Strength of my own Arm that I 
„ had won the Battle, but by His mighty Power 
& alone.” = 

He then goes on, in his Letter, to exhort the Re- 
formed to profit by the Example of his Fall ; to keep 
every one of them upon his Guard; and to look upon 
the Afflictions and the Contradictions of this World 
as Marks of their Election, He concluded it with 
many Reflections, which he made upon the Eſtate of 
Priſoners ; and he proved, by many Examples, that 
Priſons are thoſe Colleges wherein the Children of Gop 
learn the beſt Leſſons from their Father. 

During the Time he was thus employed, he was 
ordered to be ſent back, by Sentence of the Chatelet, + 
to the Official, to make his Recantation, and to ſub- 


wb mit 
Ha. i. 18, + A Court of Judicature, | 


206 The Hiſtory of 

mit himſelf to the Cenſures of the Church. But the 
Martyr, to ſhew that he did not acknowledge the O 
ficial to be his Judge, appealed from this Order of Re- 
moval : + Whereupon he was conducted to the Pri- 
ſon, belonging to the Court of Juſtice, called the 
Conciergerie, and put among others of the Reformed, 
who were Priſoners for the ſame Cauſe, and who 
ſtrengthened and encouraged him {till much more. 
The Proceedings then were ſpun out to a conſide- 
rable Length, becauſe the Reformed began to have 
ſome Protectors at Court. Theſe Priſoners, percei- 
ving that they could not do any Good in the Priſon, 
nor advance, as they deſired, the Kingdom of IEsus 
CHRIST, reſolved to make themſelves be heard 
through the Doors and the Iron Grates of their Win- 
dows, and to ſpeak by Turns, one after another, % 
Mord of Gon, that they might be heard of thoſe who 
paſſed by, and to have Witneſſes of their Doctrine 
and their Faith. Their Cell was very convenient 
for their Purpoſe ; for, on each Side of it, there was 
an Opening from which they might be heard. They 
began by repeating the common Prayers of the 
Church, finging Pſalms, expounding ſome Parts of 
Scripture, and by informing thoſe who would liſten 
to them of their Innocence and the Juſtice of their 
Cauſe. They continued, for ſome Days, theſe pi- 
ous and charitable Exerciſes; inſomuch that, the 
Report thereof having been ſpread through the Town, 
there were many who, through Curioſity, or to be 
better inſtructed and edited, came to the Places 
where they might hear them. Some were converted 
on the Spot; ſome were confirmed in their moſt holy 
Faith; and others were excited to inform them/elves 
better, and to make a more thorough Search into the 
Truth; ſo that this zew Manner of preaching the Go/> 


pel had a marvellous Effect every Way, But, at lait, 
0 15 «: a Counſellor 


The Appeal lay to the Parliament The Conciergeris 


was the Priſon belonging to z/ at Court. 
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a Comſellor of the Parliament, having heard them, 
gave Notice thereof to the Fir/# Preſident ; who, 
knowing that Morel was one of the moſt zealous and 
beſt inſtructed among them, ſent for the Pleadings 
in his Cauſe, and delivered them to one of the Judges 
who makes Report of the Proceedings in Caufes, and 
ordered him to lay them, on the Morrow, upon the 
Table. Whereupon Morel was then examined over 


again. The Preſident cauſed him to ſwear that he 


would ſpeak the Truth. The Martyr, reflecting on 
the Diſſimulation whereof he had been guilty the 
laſt Time he had been examined, and having refolved 
to make Reparation for his Fault, immediately elaſped 
his Hands together, and, lifting up his Eyes towards 
Heaven, he ſaid, I prote/?, this Day, before Gon, 
that I will tell it you ; and, as hs is pleaſed to call me be- 


fore 15 reſpectable an Aﬀembly, to give an Account of 


my Faith, I beſeech him that he will give me the Grace to 
make a full Confeſſion of the Whole thereef, that every one 
may know that I am neither a Heretic nor Schifmatic, 


- ' but that Il am a CHRISTIAN. He was afterwards ex- 


amined, and he plainly made appear, by his Anſ- 
wers, that he was now quite another Man from what 
he was when he was guilty of ſo much Weakneſs; 
and that the HoLy GHos r had raifed him up again, 
in a very glorious Manner. The Report of his Firm: 
neſs and wonderful Fortitude flew immediately 
through every Part of the Town. The Reformed 
were {trengthened and comforted therewith ; and the 
Courſellors themfelves, who were Witneſſes of it, 
could not avoid admiring it, and relating it, as a 
wonderful Thing in a young Man of his Age. Ne- 
vertheleſs the Sentence of the Chatelet was confirmed, 
and he was remitted to the Official, whom he anf- 
wered always with the ſame Courage. 

1559 — He was almoſt two Months in the Hands 
of this eccleſiaſtical Fudge ; who at length declared 
bim a Heretic, &c. the 16th of February, in the fol- 
lowing Year 1559; and on the next Day he was _ 
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ried back to the Priſon of the Conciergerie, very ill, 


by Reaſon of the bad Treatment he had received in 
the Priſon of the Official. But this did not hinder 


him from being put into the Hands of a Monk, an 


Inquiſitor of the Faith, named Benedicti, a Doctor of 


the Sorbonne, and one who was in great Repute among 
thoſe of his own Order. But he could not confute 
him, notwithſtanding all his Learning and all his 
Subtilties; inſomuch that he was obliged to leave off 
diſputing, and to go away as he came. At length, 
being carried again to his Dungeon, after this Diſ- 
pute was over, he was ſo weak, that he died three or 


four Days after, and rendered his Soul to the Gop of 


Truth, the Honour of whoſe Truth he had fo vali- 
antly defended. 

He caught his Diſorder in the Priſon of the Oicial, 
by ſome ſtinking, or perhaps empoiſoned, Wine, which 
they had given him, after having let him lie two 
Days without giving him any Thing to drink ; for 
this was one of the —— of which they were ve- 
ry often guilty towards him, in this Priſon, by Order 
of the Official. He was then buried; but, becauſe he 

ad been declared a Heretic, the Attorney General de- 


manded, that he ſhould be dug up again and burnt; 


which was executed accordingly, over-againſt the 
Church of Nztre Dame, the twenty-ſeventh Day of 
February. Thus he received, even in the Sight of 
Men, the Crown of Martyrdom, with which Gop had 
already crowned him in Heaven. 
| Every one, who heard the Admonitions and Conſo- 
Jtions which he gave to thoſe who viſited him on his 
Death Bed, and who heard the other Converſations 
which he had on this Occaſion, were exceedingly 
edified by them: There was, among others, a poor 
Woman who carried Alms to the Pritoners, and who, 
conſequently, was of the Romiſb Religion, hearing his 
Diſcourſe, cried out, Ah! who dares condemn thoſe who 
ſpeak ſo piouſly of GoD, as this young Lad ſpeaks TR 
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This was the End of this illuſtrious Priſoner, who, 
although he did not die by the Hands of the common 
Hangman, is not the leſs worthy, notwithſtanding 
that, to be placed in the Rank of the maſt excellent Mar- 
tyrs. Believers, who take the Trouble to reflect upon 
all the Circumſtances of the Hiſtory of this Martyr, 
will find therein great Reaſon to praiſe Gop; and I 
doubt not but his Example will be a powerful Motive 
with them, to perſevere in the Midſt of all the Evils 
with which they may be encompaſſed. Gop grant 
that it may be made efficacious, principally to thoſe 
who have had the Misfortune to make Shipwreck of 
their Faith, as did that Martyr of whom we are now 
going to relate the Hiſtory. 


JOHN BARBEVILLE. 
This Martyr was John Barbeville, a Maſon, born 


in Normandy, who, returning from Geneva, and being 
deſirous to undeceive ſome of thoſe whom he com- 
monly viſited, was diſcovered, and accuſed by thoſe 
very People, to whom he was defirous to communi- 
cate ſo invaluable a Treaſure, Being taken up, he 
was committed to the Priſon of the Official, and put 
amongſt the common Priſoners there. Fear immedi- 
ately ſeized him to that Degree, that he not only de- 
nied every Thing he had ſaid to others, but he fell in- 
to ſuch a miſerable State, that, after the Example of 
the Prieſts, and other profligate Fellows with whom he 
kept Company in the Priſon, he began to curſe, and 


ſwear, and to blaſpheme the Name of Gop, in order to 


make them the more readily believe that he was no HE- 
RETIC, But Gop, who, notwithſtanding the Hor- 
ror of his Crimes, determined to make him one of his 
Martyrs, ſuffered him, with ſome others of the Pri- 
ſoners, to abuſe the Jailor; whereupon, that he might 
be more ſecurely confined, he was caſt into the ſame 
Dungeon where the Martyr, Jabn Morel, lay, whoſe 
Hiſtory we have juſt now related, * 

TIC 


210 The Hiſtory of 


He could not have fallen into better Hands. Morel 
repreſented to him the Greatneſs and Enormity of his 
Sin. He convinced him, by the Word of Gop, of 
that Truth which he had de id; and he exhorted him 
to Repentance; And Gop ic.:dered his Exhortations 
ſo ſucceſsful, that he, who 3u{t before did Nothing 
but affront Gop, was tauched with a Senſe of his 
Sins, and began to give Sign of his Repentance by 
his Groans and Tears. Z7:rel comforted him, and 
ſhewed him what he ought o do. He profited by his 
Inſtructions. He aſked Pardon of the Failer, whom 
he had offended, and reſolved to make Reparation for 
the future, by a better Conduct, and by an honeſt 
Confeſſion of his Faith, for whatſoever he bad ſaid and 
done contrary to the Glory of Gop ; ſo that he found 
himſelf entirely changed; and, inſtead of his not be- 
ing able to look at his Judges without trembling, as 
formerly, he now wiſhed for Nothing more than to be 
carried before them, to manifeſt to them that Truſt 
and Confidence with which Gop had bleſt him. He 


did ſo in a Manner fo very remarkable, that they were 


all ſurprized at the great Alteration that was wrought 
in bim: For be not only gave an Account of his 
Faith with great Boldneſs, but becauſe his Accuſers 
had charged him with having ſaid, that the Prie/ts in 
their Churches were lite Merry- Andrews, clothed with 
Garments of divers Colours, he averred that it was 
Truth, and that he ſhould ſay much more if they 
would continue to examine him. He was thereupon 
condemned. He appealed from this Sentence to the 
Parliament, who ſent him back to the Offic:al, after 
he had given many eminent Marks of bis Perſeverance. 

He ſpoke again, before the ecclefra/itcal Fudges, with 
more Freedom than ever. Among many others, he 
made them two Anſwers very remarkable and very bold: 
The firſt was upon what they ſaid to him, by Way 
of Contempt. That he was but an 4{s and a flupid 
„% Beaſt, who was not able to nnderitand the holy 


« Scriptures;” Be it ſe, ſaid he to them, ay pan | 
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Jam Nothing but a flupid Fellow and an Ah, baus you 
never read that GoD opened the Mouth of Balaam's Afs, 
that he might ſpeak to and reprove his Maſter, when he 
would go and prophecy a Lie againſt the Children of God ? 
1f Gop hath formerly opened the Mouth of a Bealt, do 
you wonder that he opens mine now, ta enable me to ſpeak 
againſt the Falſities and Lies, THoSsE T ARES, 20h 
you ſow among the People of Gop? The Aſs ſpoke by 
Reaſon of the Burthen which he bore, and the Blows with 
which he was loaded by the falſe Prophet, and I am at 
conſtrained to ſpeak, by Reaſon of the heavy Burthen which 
you have formerly made me carry, by your Traditions, 
and by Reaſon of the Evils which you made me endure, 
The other Anſwer, which I think alſo to be very 
remarkable, was that which he gave to Benedicti, wha 
was that Inquiſitor, whom I have already ſometimes 
mentioned. This Mont had ſaid to him, upon his 
Entrance into the Priſon, that“ he was come to ad- 
& miniſter Comfort to him, and to inftrukt him in 
« the Truth: Hereupon Barbeville immediately an- 
ſwered him, How ſball you ſpeak the Truth, who wear 
the Habit or a Liar? * He gave many other An- 
ſwers on this Occaſion, which ſufficiently ſhewed, 
how little he eſteemed the Pries and Monks of that 
Time. Whereupon, by their Decree, they excom- 
municated him, declared him to be a Heretic, and deli- 
vered him over to the ſecular Puter. The Official 
would compel him to kneel, whilſt he pronounced the 
Sentence; but the Martyr aſked him, if he was Gon, 
that he deſired to be adored : The Official replied, that 
it was in Honour to the Crucifix which was over his 
Head: I will take Care then, lays he, not to do it, for 
1 /bould commit Idolatry if I did. His Obſervation 
was jult ; for it is manifeſt and moſt abominable Ido- 
latry, to fall down before that which is not Gop, and 
to pay divine Honour to that which is the Workmaa- 
thip of Men. 
Having 
Of Satan, the Father of Lies, 88 
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Having again fallen into the Hands of the Parlia- 
ment, thoſe of the great Chamber, after having again 
ſent unto him ſome of the Doctors of the Sorbonne, con- 
demned him to be burnt, This Kind of Death did not 
terrify him in the leaſt. His Zeal ſtrongly increaſed, 
in Proportion as he approached nearer his End. He 
ceaſcd not to inſtruct thoſe in the Goſpel who came to 
him, and to ſing P/alms when he was alone. 

Being carried into Court when ſome Cauſes were 
trying, and ſitting upon the Priſoners Bench, he chan- 
ced to fit near a Criminal, who had been condemned 
for Theft. He convinced him of the Evil of his Crime, 
and aſſured him of the Pardon of his Sins, if he would 
beg it of Gop with a ſincere Repentance; and he was 
ſo ſucceſsful], that the Heart of this unhappy Wretch 
was ſenſibly touched with an earneſt Deſire to die in the 
Faith. This enraged his Enemies ſtill the more againſt 
him, and he was immediately ſhut up in a Chamber 
which looked upon the Yard of the Jail; ſo that he 
began, from thence, to exhort the Priſoners who were 
below. But this Method of teaching them occaſioned 
him to be taken away from thence alſo, and to be confined 
in a leſs Room, where he could do Nothing more than 
ſeek for Comfort for himſelf in ſinging Pſalms, until 
he was carried into the Chapel, to — the Hour of 
his Execution. At length, this laſt Hour came; and 
he was carried to the Greve, where the People, whom 
they always kept with great Care in an utter Averſion 
to the Reformed, would not 6 him to be ſtrangled 
before he was burnt, as the Decree expreſſed, where- 
fore they burnt him alive, He gave Signs of his Perſe- 
verance, and of the Faith which ſupported him in the 
Midft of all theſe Torments, by lifting up his Hands, 
claſped together, towards Heaven. 

We have before ſeen, in the Hiſtory of John Morel, 
that there were, in the Priſon of the Conciergerie be- 
Jonging to the Court of Parliament, fome Witneſſes 
for the Truth, who encouraged and ſtrengthened 
him in his Reſolution, They were four, _— 
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whom were three who had appealed from the 
Sentence of Death, which had been paſſed upon 
them by the Judges of the inferior Courts, and another, 
who had remained in Priſon ever ſince the Affair of 
St. James's- Street.. Their Trial was, at that Time, 
at the Court of the Tournelle; and it happened that 
the Preſidents, Seguier and Du Harlai, and the greater 
Part of the other Judges who compoſed the Chamber, 
having often been Witneſſes of the undaunted Courage 
of the Martyrs, whom the Parliament had cauſed to be 
put to Death, were affected therewith, and were tho- 
roughly convinced of their Innocence, and of the 
Juſtice of the Cauſe which they maintained; for 
which Reaſon they delayed, as much as poſſibly they 
could, the Condemnation of theſe four Priſoners, 
leſt they ſhould be obliged to act againſt their Con- 
ſciences; or, on the other Hand, they ſhould draw 
upon themſelves the Diſpleaſure of the Court, in re- 
fuſing to conform to the King's Edicts, of the Injuſtice 
whereof they were entirely convinced. But, at 

length, being preſſed by the King's Council to expedite 
their Trials, they were obliged to proceed in their 
Cauſes, with a determined Reſolution ta ſet them at Li- 
berty if it were poſſible. At firſt, they endeavoured to 
prevail on them to difſemble their Sentiments a little; 
but the Priſoners would never conſent toit; and they 
clearly ſhewed that their Conſciences were not at all 
framed for this Sort of worldly Conformities. Their 
Judges then thought it proper to examine them only 
upon the Eating of the Body of aur LoR D JESUS CHRIS 
in the Sacrament, without either ſpeaking of Tranſub- 


lantiation or of the carnal Preſence; becauſe they were 


ſatisfied they could eaſily make it appear thereby, 
that they were no Sacramentarians, as they were com- 
monly accuſed to be; and that, very far from belie- 
ving the Bread and Wine to be empty and naked Signs 

in 


+ For the Hiſtory of this Tranſaction of St. James's 
Street, ſee before the Account of Nicola: Clinet. 
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in the Lord's-Supper, they 'were, on the contrary, 
perſuaded that the Faithful received therein the Body 
and Blood of the Log p Jesvus, by the ſecret but effi- 
cacious Operation of the HoLy GHos r; not by Ima- 
gination or Fancy, but by Faith, in a Manner fo 
much the more real and true, -as it was the more de- 

tached from Matter. | 

This Expedient had, at the firſt, the expected Suc- 
ceſs. The Priſoners anſwered according to the Dic- 
tates of their Conſciences; and their Anſwers were 
very ſatisfactory to thoſe who deſired Nothing but 
their Deliverance. But there were ſome others who 
inſiſted that they ſhould examine them concerning the 
Maſs, according to the common Form of Proceedings 
of this Nature. Not being able to refuſe ſo reaſonable 
a Requeſt, they were obliged to comply with it, and 
to examine them on this Point, which broke all their 
former Meaſures that had been taken for their Enlarge- 
ment; for the Priſoners did not fail to ſhew immedi- 
ately the juſt Abhorrence which they had for that pre- 
tended Sacrifice; and they fully gave their Reaſons 
whereon they grounded the Opinion they entertained 
of it. Nevertheleſs, this did not prevent their Judges, 
who were in their Favour, from perſevering conſtant- 
ly in the Reſolution they had taken, to ſet them at 
Liberty, let the Conſequence be what it would : And 
7 triumphed on this Occaſion, for the firſt Time. 
hey pronounced a Decree, whereby the Sentences 0 
Death, which had been given againſt three of theſe Pri- 
pners, were repealed; and it was ordered that they 
fhould be ſet at Liberty, without any other Penalty 
than that of guitting the Kingdom within fifteen Days. 
This laſt Clauſe was added, to preſerve ſome Appear- 
ance of Rigour againſt them; and becauſe they well 
knew, that the Priſoners defired Nothing more than 
to leave the Kingdom, and to go into a- Country 
where they might ſerve Gop with Freedom. and with 
Liberty of Conſcience, This Decree gave Occafion 
| to. 
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to the Mercurial, which was aſſembled on the Jaff 
Wedneſday in April, in this Year, at the Requeſt of 
the King's Council, to remonſtrate, that, if this De- 
cree was carried into Execution, there would be a 
Contrariety between the Chambers; + becauſe thoſe of 
the great Chamber would always condemn to Death 
thoſe, which the Tournelle were about to diſcharge by 
this Decree, We ſhall ſee, in another Place, the 
conſequential Proceedings of this Court of the Mer- 
curial. But we muſt proceed to the Martyrdom of Pe- 
ter Chevet, whom thoſe of the great Chamber cauſed to 
be executed at this Time, to revenge themſelves, in 
ſome Degree, for the Deliverance that the Judges of 
the Tournelle had granted to theſe four Priſoners. 


PETER CHEVETT. 


Peter Chevet was a poor Vineyard-Labourer, of the 
Town of Parizi, about five Leagues from Paris, of 
fixty Years of Age, or thereabouts. Gon had called 
him, many Years before, to the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, and he was become ſo great a Proficient by 
the Reading of the New Te/tament, that he was able 
to defend his Faith againſt any Perſon, and to ſup- 
port it by the donna of Scripture, of which he 
was a perfect Maſter.“ He was well known, in his 
Village, to profeſs the Goſpel, becauſe he had al- 
4 ready ſuffered for the Truth. A Coraelier being 
7 come to this Village, to preach there the Advent or 
5 Chriſtmas Sermons of the Year 1558, he was imme- 
4 diately informed of the Life and Religion of this 
good Man, and he reſolved to play him a — 

rick. 
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¶ An Aſſembly of a ſupreme Court of Juſtice who 
uſually met on a Wedne/day, whence it had its Name of 
Mercurial. 

+ Chambers of the Parliament, or Courts of Tuftice, 
compoled. of thoſe who were Members of the Parliament. 

* Bonus Textuarius, bonus Theologus A pertinent and 
ready Quoter of Scripture is a good Divine. 
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Triek&. He ſent for Chevet, under Pretence of con- 
ferring with him of the Word of Gov. The Martyr 
made not the leaſt Difficulty of going to him: And, 
to render the Conference the more uſeful, he took 
his New-Te/lament under bis Arm, and ten or twelve 


of his Friends with him, who already had received ſome 


nſtruction in the Truth, and whom he was deſirous 
to confirm ſtill the more by theſe Means. The Monk 
immediately ordered them to retire, leſt, doubtleſs, 
they ſhould be Witneſſes of his Defeat: But Chevet 
would not ſuffer it, ſaying, that he was very glad to 
male known to all the World the Truths which he be- 
lieved. The Boldneſs of this Vine-Dreſſer ſo greatly 
aſtoniſhed the Cordelier, that, not daring to enter 
into a Diſpute with him, he aſked him what he wanted 
with him ; as if he had known Nothing of the Mat- 
ter. Upon this, the Martyr, who ſought Nothing 
elſe but to edify the others and to confound his Ad- 
verſary, aſked him, if JzsUs CHRIST ' was the only 
SAVIOUR, or if we muſt look for another? F The An- 
ſwer of the Cordelier gave Occaſion for a Diſputa- 
tion, wherein Chevet made him ſo aſtoniſhed and 
confounded, by the Texts of the New. Teſlament, 
which he cited every Moment, that the Monz was 
obliged to quit the Field, and reſolved to cauſe Che- 
vet to be taken up, to revenge himſelf for the Con- 
fuſion which he had thrown him into; and the which 
he effected by the Authority of the Lady of the Town 
of Parizi, who ſent him, ten or twelve Days after, to 
the Priſon of the Chatelet at Paris, after he had made, 
with great Boldneſs, an excellent Profeſſion of his 
Faith, before her and before his Judges. The Lieu- 
tenant- Criminal ſent him to the Official. He refuſed 
to acknowledge him for his Judge, and appealed 
from that Sentence to the Parliament, who confirmed 
it; and therefore he was compelled to anſwer the 
Official. This Prieft demanded of him, immediately, 
zwhat he believed of the Maſs? The Martyr, in Re- 
| turn, 

t Mat. xi. Zo 
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turn, aſked him another Queſtion : [s the Maſs to be 


found in the NRW- TESTAMENT? ſaid he to him. 


The Official, upon this, was obliged to confeſs that 
it was not to be found there. Then I do not believe it, 
replied the Martyr; for, if an Angel from Heaven 
were to preach any other Thing than what is contained 
therein, T wil never believe it, and he ſball be, to me, 
accurſed.t He added many other Things, which 
ſhewed how perfectly he was inſtructed in kis Reli- 
gion; inſomuch that even his Enemies, being aſto- 
niſhed at it, demanded of him how it was that he 
came to know ſuch Things, being himſelf but a 
ſimple Vine-dreſſer ® Obſerve what was his Anſwer. 
It is written, (aid he, they ſhall be all taught of the Lox D: ꝗ 
How then ſhould I not know that whith regards my own 
Salvation, fince I have ſo good a Teacher? *©* Dareft 
« thou ſay, thou haſt the Spirit of Gop ?” ſaid 
others to 8 His Anſwer was: I am one of the 
Children of Gop, and ris SPIRIT is given to me, to 
be the Earneſt of my Inheritance.* Whereupon the 
Oficial told him, that he put himſelf in Danger of 
being burnt, But the Martyr ſhewed him, by his An- 
ſwer, that he was quite reſolved on that Head ; ad- 


ding, that, Ir THEY FLAYED HIM ALIVE, they ſhould 


never be able to make him renounce JEesus CHRIS 
nor the Truth of his Goſpel, They continued to aſk 
him many other Queſtions, and added many Threat- 
enings, whereto he always anſwered with the ſame 
F — and Courage. 1 Jud 

The Oficial pronounced Ju ent upon him, on 
the 11th Day of March, in the Y ear 2 we 
are arrived: And, becauſe it was in Latin, the Mar- 
tyr ſaid to him, without being in the leaſt daunted, 
« Sir, ſay it in French; I do not underſtand Latin.“ 
The Official anſwered him, I ſay, that thou art a 
Heretic and a Schiſmatic. & is not true, replied he; 
1 believe more truly in "_ than you do, Then they 


cried 
1 Gal. i. 8. fl Jobn vi. 45 · 8 Ephy/. i. 13, 14. 
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cried immediately, To the Fire; to the Fire : And this 
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is the Anſwer he made them; Beware of the Fire 
which is never quenched. + Thus he was delivered 
over to the ſecular Power, and carried to the Priſon 
of the Conciergerie; where the Judges of the Great 
Chamber, after they had put him into the Bands of 
the Inguiſitor, and after having in divers Ways ex- 


perienced his Perſeverance in the Profeſſion of the 


Goſpel, condemned him to be burnt, at the Time I 
have already mentioned. The Hiftorian, from whom 
theſe Extrats are made, remarks, that he was an 
honeſt Man; very zealous; one who ſought every Oc- 
caſion to teach others, as well in Priſon as in every 
other Place ; who was never heard to talk of any 
Thing but of the Werd of Gor. He expounded, 
among other Things, the Commandment which for- 
bids Idolatry, by Reaſon an old Woman had aſked 
him, why he did not kneel before an Image to ſay his 


Prayers? He ſpoke upon this Subject with ſuch 
Power, that thoſe who heard him cried out, that he 


zbauld convert the whole Town if they would but hear him. 
After he was condemned, as we have already ſeen, 
he was carried to the Square Maubert, being put 


into the Hands of an Executioner, who treated him, 


in cartying him to the Place of Execution, with all 
the Crueliy and Inhumanity of which a Man of that 


Profeſſion can be capable; and who was very well 


ſeconded in bis Brutality by a Prieſt who would have 
made him 4% a Croſs ; and who, ſeeing that the Mar- 
tyr would not even liſten to him, abuſed him him- 
ſelf, by kicking him, and beating him with his Fift, as 
well as the Hangman, who threw him out of the 
Tumbril upon the Ground, when they were come to 


the Place of Execution. 


Neveriheleſs, all this Cruelty could not ſhake his 
maryellous Conſtancy, which he had continually 
manifeſted, He fought the good Fight always with 
the ſame Courage; and, although he was 842ged, 
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+ Mar. ix. 44. 
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he ceaſed not to cry, ſo as to be plainly underſtood, 
three Times: Ah! how happy am I! how happy am I] 
In this Manner he finiſhed the Scene of his Martyr- 
dom, keeping his Eyes always lifted up towards Hea- 
ven: And thus Gop ſhewed himſelf wonderful, in 
that Firmneſs which he continually gave to this Mar- 
tyr, notwithſtanding the Weakneſs of his old Age, 
and the Meanneſs of his Condition in Life; to ma- 
nifeſt that he regards not the Appearance or Condi- 
tion of People, but that thoſe whom the World de- 
ſpiſes are the moſt dear to him, and whom he ho- 
nours alſo with the moſt precious of his Graces. 

Not withſtanding all theſe Perſecutions, the Churches 
of France, encouraged by the Conſtancy and Reſolu- 
tion of ſuch a Multitude of Martyrs, did not neglect 
to aſſemble, for the firſt Time, a national Synod, at 
Paris; where they prepared that Confeſſion of Faith 
which the French Churches have at this Day, and 
ſome Articles of eccigſiaſtical Diſcipline, proper for thoſe 
Times. This Aſſembly, compoſed of a great Num- 
ber of Perſons of various Ranks and Conditions in 
the Church, had a marvellous Effect, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Rigour which the Enemies of the Goſpel 
exerciſed at that Time towards the Reformed, and 
notwithſtanding every Meaſure which they took to 
deſtroy all the Churches of Gop. 

The Court of the Mercurial intereſted themſelyes 
in this Aﬀair; and, among the Counſellors of the Pare 
lament, there were many who were of the Opinion, 
that they ſhould beſeech the King to procure a general 
and free Council. Others added, that the Puniſhment 


of thoſe whom they called Lutherans ought to be mo- 


derated, and reſtrained to Baniſbment only, according 
to the late Decree of the Court of the Tournelle. 
Others even ſaid, that they ought to enquire, in the 
firſt Place, if thoſe who had been condemned to 
Death were guilty of Hereſy; and that this Point 
.could not be determined in any other Manner but by 
a lawful COUNCIL ; adding, that they ought not to 

L 2 decree 


220 The Hiſtory of 
decree Puniſhments againſt thoſe ſilly People, whoſe 
Lives were without Reproach ; whom they ſaw every 
Day pray to Gop in the Face of the Court, and go 
to Execution with a Reſolution which plainly ſhewed 
that they were not /o forſaken of Gop as ſome would 
have them believe. There was one, among others, 
named Antony Fumie, who, in reaſoning upon this 
Subject, expoſed many of the Abuſes and Errors of 
the Church of Rome, of which he ſhewed the Origin 
and Progreſs; and who even ſpoke of the lawful 
Uſage and Practice of adminiſtering the Lord's Sup- 
per, and of the Abuſes which had crept into the 
Maſs : Inſomuch that it ſeemed that the Cauſe of the 
Truth of Jesus CnrisT and of his Goſpel would 
have triumphed ; but wo of the principal Members 
of the Parliament, who were great Enemies to the 
Truth, having obſerved theſe favourable Diſpoſitions 
to the Cauſe, went and informed the Xing thereof 
immediately, and made him believe that the greateſt 
Part of the Counſellors of the Court of the Mercurial 
manifeſted themſelves evidently to be Lal berans, as 
they had been for a long Time ſuſpected to be; and, 
if the Scheme of this Mercurial were not broken, THE 
CHuRcn would be deſtroyed without Remedy. 

The King was naturally humane; but he was cru- 
elly irritated againſt the Reformed, and he made it 
a Point of Honour to deſtroy them, becauſe the Ene- 
mies of the Goſpel had found Means to inſpire him 
with theſe Sentiments; I in the firit Place, by ma- 


king 


During the Treaty of Peace, the Spaniards, Gop 
knows with what Deſign, exhorted the King to extermi- 
nate the new Cefarics; and informed him, that he had 
many of them in his ow Court, and even among his 
Nobles: Among others, Dandelct, with whom they had 
found ſome Books of that Stamp when they made him a 
Priſoner at St. Qgentin. Upon this the King ſent for him, 
and aſked him, what he thought of the Maſs? Dandelot gave 
him a very bold Anſwer, which irritated him to that De- 
gree 
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king themſelves Maſters of his Conſcience, through 
the Cardinal of Lorraine, who governed him as he 
pleaſed in all Things concerning Religion; and, in 
the next Place, by rendering themfelves alſo Mafters 
of his Aﬀections, by Means of the Dutcheſs of Va- 
lentinois : And, as the Doctrine of Feſurtical Compen- 


ſations was as well known then as it is at this Day, 


they put it in Practice, by flattering the Prince, on the 
one Hand, in his vicious Paſſions, (and chiefly in the 
Love he bore to the Dutcheſs of Valentinois, ) and, on 
the other Hand, in perſuading him that he might 
give himſelf up entirely to that Paſſion, provided that, 
in Recompence, he deſtroyed theſe Heretics, t as they 

L 3 pretended 


gree that he had liked 2e have Lilled him. He ordered 
him to be taken into Cuſtody, and to be committed to 
the Care of Blaiſi de Montluc, a Creature of his Enemy 
the Duke de Guiſe. The Conſtable of France, his Uncle, 
had no great Difficulty to get him releaſed and to re- 
eſtabliſh him. 

Every one ſuſpected that this was done in Conſequence 
of a certain Conference, which was holden between the 
Cardinal of Lorraine and the Cardinal of Granw:il e; that, 
by theſe Means, the former had a Deſign to weaken the 
Conſtable by deſtroying his Nephewws, or to render him ſuſ- 
pected of Here if he protected them; and that the latter 
had a deſign to put to the Sword the greateſt Houſes of the 
Kingdom, and thereby to kindle ſome Faction through 
the Deſpair of the Re/igionifls ; believing that otherwiſe 
they would unite together when they had a Man of Qua- 
lity to head them, ſuch as Dandelot, or the Admiral de Co- 


ligny, his Brother. Mex. Hift. Abreg. de Fran. 24s Part. 


de Tom. IV. Fo. 716. 

+ As this Woman (the Ducheſs of Yalentinois) and theſe 
Princes (the Duke of Guiſe and the Cardinal of Lorraine) 
had great Power over the King, who was inclined to Mo- 
deration, they forced him into a Reſolution to extermi- 
nate thoſe who followed the new Doctrines; in Purſuance 
of which he ordered the Parliament to proceed againſt 
them with the utmoſt Rigour. And, becauſe ſome - the. 

Officers 
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pretended them to be; becauſe, ſay they, the Good he 
would do by defiroying the latter, being INFINITELY 
GREATER than the EVIL HE WOULD COMMIT in fol- 
lowing the WEAKNESS which led him to SATISFY HIS 
INCLINATIONS, would AVAIL him MOST ABUNDAN T= 
LY, BY WAY OF COMPENSATION, 

This Maxim is abominable, a Janſeniſi would ſay ; 
but, if I werea Jeſuit, it would not be difficult for 
me to ſhew, that it naturally flows from the Opinion 
of the Merit of IVoris, and that, throughout, where 
there is a Price, and even a ſupererogatory Satisfaction, 
there may be al ſo a Compenſation; but this is not a Place 
for Controverſy: I return, therefore, to relate the 
Things which were tranſacted at this Period. 

It is certain the King was fo very much inſected with 
this horrible Principle, that, by. putting the Lutherans 
to Death, and by tnoſe cruel Perſecutions which he 
raiſed againſt them, he did Gob Service, ¶ and waſhed 
away his Sins by ſhedding their Blood, that he, there- 
fore, always embraced with Fey every Thing which 
he believed could poſſibly complete their Deſtruction + 

Having 


Officers of this Court were ſuſpeRed of favouring them, 
the Kirg went to the Parliament on a Day of the Mercurial, 
when they were afſembled to deliberate upon the Means 
to oppole the Here/y. Chalon's Hift. of France, Viol. II. 


Fo 161. | 
q Job. xvi. 2. Yea, the Time cometh, that whoſo- 


ever killeth you will think. that he doeth Gos Service. 

+ The Perſons, who governed the Xing, were, the Car- 
dinal of Lorraine, Diana of Poitiers, ( Duche/s of Valenti- 
z0is,) and the Marſhal of St. Andrew: They gave the 
King to underſtand, that the beſt Way to hide from Gop 
and Man the marifeld Sins which he was guilty of, was to 
defirey, UTTESLY, all the Enemies of the ancient Reli- 
gion. They prevailed ſo far upon him, that, from the 
Beginning of his Reign, he had Nothing more at Heart 
than to perſecute, with the utmoſt Rigour, the Reformed 
throughout his Kingdom, Laval t Hi. Reform. France, 


Fel. 1. Fo. 7 3» 
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Having learned what paſſed at the Mercurial, he was 
ſo exceedingly irritated againſt thoſe who favoured the 
Cauſe of the Truth, that he came himſelf in Perſon to 

L 4 the 


t There was neither City, Province, nor Prafiſſion, 
where the new Opinions had not got Footing. The 
Lawyers, Men of Letters, and even the Ecclſiaſtics 
themſelves, againſt their own Intereſt, ſuffered 
themſelves to be charmed therewith, The frequent Exe- 
cutions only tended to ſpread them and to enflame them 
the more: Inſomuch that many of the Parliament (ſome 
from a more tender and merciful Diſpoſition, and others 
becauſe they had actually imbibed thoſe Principles) were 
of Opinion, that theſe too rigorous Puniſhmeats ought 
to be moderated. The Xing, having been informed of 
this, ſ.nt for Giles le Maiftre, the firſt Preſident, and tao 
others, with the Solicitor-General, and commanded them 
to execute his Edi of Chateau Briand with Rigour, 

Le Maitre made a Report to the Parliament of the King's 
Command. As they reaſoned upon this Queſtion, and 
as the greater Number of Voices was for mitigating the 
Puniſhments of the Prozefants, the Diſcuſſion of the Point 
was far advanced, when the King, being adviſed of theſe 
Proceedings (as it was generally believed) by Le Maiſire, 
comes into the Parliament Hoe, on the Tenth Day of 
June, and commanded them to proceed in the Debate 
before him. His Preſence, however, did rot ſo far inti- 
midate them, but that there were three of them (among 
others Anne du Bourg, who was Counſellor-Clerk) who 
ſpake boldly their Judgements upon the principal Points 
of Religion, and concluded by adviſing a Council, and 
that in the mean Time all farther Executions ſhould be 
ſtayed. He had Patience to hear all that they had to {ay 
unto the laſt, and afterwards to cauſe the Whole of their 
Debates upon this Subject to be read by the Regi/terer. 
Having thus learned all their Opinions, he gave Orders 
to arreſt Du Bourg and Du Four upon the Spot, and then 
ſent to take the Preſident Ranſonnet, and the Coun/ellors 
Paul de Fois and Antony Fumtee, all of whom were ſent to 
the Baſtille. The Prefldent Du Ferrier, the Counſel 'ors 
Viole, Du Val, and Regnaut, had met with the like Treat. 
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the Parliament, and brought the Affair of Religion 
upon the Carpet; and, having heard the Opinion of 
ſome of the Counfellors who favoured the Goſ pel, g 
he aroſe from his Seat, and ordered the Captains of his 
Guards to ſeize Anne du Bourg and Du Four, as we 
{hall ſee more fully in the Hiſtory of Du Bourg. He 
ſent to take Fumie, De Foix, and fome others; all 
whom 


ment if they could have found them. Never did this au- 
guſt Body receive ſo great and fo ſcandalous a Wound. 
They appointed Commiſaries to try the Priſoners. But 
the zragical Accident, which happened three I cet after- 
avards, put a Stop for a little Time to theſe vehement 
Perſecutions. Mex. Hi. abreg. de Fran. Part. 2de de 
Tom. IV. Fo. 719 & 72:0. rug, 

The King was killed, by the Coum of Montgomery, in 
a Tournament, which was holden en Account of the Mar- 
riage of the King's Daughter. He was wounded by his 
Lance on the T &irrieth Day of June, and died on the Tenth 
Day of July following. Mer. ibid. 

One of theſe Days, (the Days of the Sittings of the 
Court of the Mercurial,) the whole Parliament being aſ- 
ſembled to deliberate what Puniſhment ſhould be inflicted 
on the Sectaries, the Xing went thither without any pre- 
vious Notice ; and, as they had eommenced their Delibe- 
rations before his Arrival, he ordered them to proceed, 
and ſpeak their Opinions freely, Chalon's Hi/t. of France, 
Vel. II. Fo. 162. | 

¶ Anne da Bourg, Prieff and Counſellsr, and Lewis du 
Four, both ſpoke with great Spirit and Freedom in Fa- 
vour of the SeRaries ; blaming the Cruelties with which 
they were uſed, and ſtrongly exclaiming againſt the Irre- 
gularities of rhe Court of Rome and all the Ecclefraftics of 
the Kingdom; and they concluded, that none ought to 
be condemned, or puniſhed, except thoſe who ſhould be 
really found guilty of ſome Crime. The Pre/idents, and 
principally Chriftapher au Harly, Peter Srguier, andy briſ- 
?-pher de Thou, Tpoke agrecably to the ſame Sentiments, 
but with great Prudence, Moderation, and Reſpe& for 
tlie King, Chalon's Hiſt. of Fran. Vel. II. Fo. 162. La- 
val i Hiſt. Reform. Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 110-116, 


— es, Fam = 


the French Martyrs. 225 


whom he ordered to be ſent to the Baſfile. He orde- 
red, by Proclamation, thoſe to appear, within three 
Days, who had ſaved themſelves by Flight. And, 
after having thus trodden under Foot the Authority of 
the Parliament, which, until that Time, had ever been 
ſacred, he ſent his Letters Patent throughout the King- 
dom to the Judges of the ſeveral Provinces, whereby he 
ordered them to deſtroy the Lutherans in every Place 
within their reſpective Juriſdictions. He informed 
them, that, if they ſhould have Need of more Strength 
for that Purpoſe, he would give Orders, that there 
ſhould be Soldiers always ready to ſupport them, And 
he declared to them, that, if they ſpared or favoured 
them in any Manner, as he had been informed ſome 
of them had formerly done, he would ſeize them, and 
make them Examples to others. : 
The Perſecution being thus kindled again in every 
Part of the Kingdom, and all the impartial Judges of 
the Parliament having been impriſoned, diſperſed, or 
intimidated, there was none left but Men of no Conſci- 
ence or Cowards, who ſought Nothing but to appeaſe 
the King's Fury by the Blood of ſome freſh Martyrs. 


NICOLAS BALLON. 


Nicolas Ballon, being then in the Hands of thoſe of 
the great Chamber, became the firſt Vidtim of this hor- 
rible Perſecution. He was born at Brweelbarel, in 
Poictou, and maintained himſelf by carrying religious 
Books from Geneva into France, This dangerous 
Trade had already brought him into fo great Peril 
once before, that he had been condemned in the Year 
I556; firſt at Poitiers and then at Paris. They pro- 
cceded ſo far as to carry him to Execution, and he 
went with a great Deal of Courage, after having made 
an exceeding good Confeſſion of his Faith. But ſome 
of the Reformed, who were his Friends, reſcued him 
out of the Hands of the Executioners, and gave him 
an Opportuaity to flee to Geneva, The Danger he 
had run of loſing his Life did not prevent him from 
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continuing to carry on the ſame Trade, although a 
Price was ſet upon his Head, fince his Reſcue, by the 
Enemies of the Goſpel, who were well convinced 
that he was very capable of advancing the Kingdom of 
2 CHRIS through his extraordinary Zeal. His 

riends endeavoured to perſuade him to leave off this 
Way of Life, by Reaſon of the extreme Danger he 
ran in following it. But he told them, that he felt 
himſelf inwardly called to confeſs the LoR D IESsuS 
CHRIST, and that he was aſſured he would give him 
Strength to ſuſtain all the Evils to which he ſhould be 
ex poſed. 

The Conſequenee plainly ſhewed that his Faith and 

Hope were not viſionary; for, being taken up at Cha- 

lans, with a young Lad, his Servant; and, being car- 
ried thence to Rheims, and afterwards to Paris, 
he, in every Place, ſhewed great Courage and a firm 
Reſolution: He was, at length, condemned, by 
thoſe of the great Chamber, from whom there lay no 
Appeal, to be carried to the Market-Place with a Gag 
in his Mouth; to be there rangled, caſt into the Fire, 
and burnt to Aſhes, He conſtantly refuſed to diſcover 
the Authors of his former Reſcue. He perſiſted in 
bis Confeſſion of Faith; and, after having ſuſtained 
many Aſſaults from the Monks, he was, at laſt, car- 
ried to the Place of Execution, where the People were 
determined to prevent his being ſiraugled, and where 
one of the Officers wounded him with his Halbert in his 
Side, that he might die under the greater Pain and 
Torment. He fuffered all theſe Tortures like a Mar- 
tyr, and yielded up his Soul to the Lok, whoſe 
Truth he had ſo valiantly defended. 

This was but a we AE, and the Ning expected 
many other Victims to his Fury: He deſired chiefly 


to have ſome of the Counſellors, who were then in Pri- 
ſon, to be put to Death; and, above all, to have Du 
Bourg, for Reafons we ſhall ſee in the End, having, 
duubtleſs, forgot the Fears which he had after the Ex- 
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ecution of the Country Tailor, © whoſe Hiſtory we 
have herein before related : He ſwore he would ſee him 
burnt before his Face, and not only him, but all the 
Reſt of the Counſellors, and even all the Lutherans, in 
Paris, of whom they had given him a Liſt. He bad 
alſo haughtily declared, that he reſolved to deſtroy 
entirely, by Fire and Sword, all thoſe who made a 
Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion in his Kingdom. 
But Gop moſt plainly manifeſted how raſh are the 
Deſigns of this Nature, and that the A ge of Hs 
Church depends not upon the Power or Will of Tyrants, 
how powerful ſoever they may otherwife be. He de- 
monſtrated, I ſay, that it is none but RR, + who ſhall 
cut off the Spirit of Princes; who is terrible to the Kings 
2 Earth; when they audaciouſly break out into open 
ebellion againſt Hi, and ſet themſelves up for Per- 

ſecutors of HIs dear Children ; for, when every Thin 
ſeemed to have conſpired the entire Ruin of the Prote/ 
tants ; when the Xing, who was one of their moſt bitter 
Enemies, was in the Flower of his Age; when he was 
the Father of a great many Children, which appeared 
to promiſe the ; wr Se of the Crown in His Fami- 
ly to the End of Time; when he enjoyed great Proſpe- 
rity, by the Peace which he had concluded with Spain; 
infomuch, that, not having any more Enemics to 
contend with abroad, he refolved wantonly to ex- 
terminate his 5% Subjects, whom he had unjuſtly, 
and through Caprice, made the Objects of his Hatred; 
and, in ſhort, when, for all theſe Reaſons, that, 
which we call at this Day Calviniſm, was manifeiily 
drawing towarcs its End, Gon began to ſhew his 
Fudgements upon THIS King, and continued to pour 
them out upon his Family, in ſuch a Manner as 
ſhould make all the 2 2 of the Goſpel tremble : 
6 For 


See before, in the firſt Year of his Reign. 
+ PF. lxxvi. 12. 


1 ö He was cut off within -hree Neels in the Prime of his 
i fe, 


W 
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For THIs King (who. determined to ſee our Mur- 

tyrs burnt before his Face, in a few Days, to glut his 

Eyes with their Blood, to ſatiate his Fury with their 

Torments, and to rejoice at the Sight of their ex- | 

quiſite Sufferings; and who, for this Purpoſe, waited: ; 

for Nothing but the Concluſion of thoſe Sports and | 

Shows which he gave on Account of the Marriages 

of his Daughter and his S;/ter) loft one of his Eyes, 

and his Life, by a Splinter of a Lance, in running, 

in a Tourney, againit the Count of Montgomery, as 

is well known to eyery one: And thus he himſelf 

went to appear before a Judge, much more powerful ; 

and terrible than he was, without being allowed a 

ſufficient Time to ſatisfy his Reſentment and his 

Vengeance againft the Martyrs, whom he had al- 

ready condemned, in his own Mind, to the moſt 

cruel Deaths, whereof he had determined to exhibit 

to the World many more Spectacles. Every one 

knows, that His Family is at this Day ToTALLY Ex- 

TINCT ; that the Reign of his three Sons was Nothing 

but a perpetual Succeſſion of Diſorders and Confu- 

n; and that there was no Quietneſs in his King- 

dom until the Crown was transferred to that Family 

which now fits upon the Throne. 
Francis II. — Nevertheleſs, the Death of that 

King, with the expreſs Marks of Gop's Judgements, 

which appeared fo evidently in it, did not put a Stop 

to the Perſecution on a ſudden ; although we may 

truly fay it was, in the End, the principal Cauſe of 

| tne 
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A The Ling ordered a Tournament, wherein he reſolved 
to break a Lance againſt Gavriel de Lorges, Count de Mon- 
gomeiy, Captain of the Guards, He long refuſed, and 
uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to be excuſed, but he was at 
laſt cbliged to obey the King. They therefore ran againſt 
each other, and broke their Lances; but a Splinter of 
Ao:utgomery's Lance penetrated the Vizor of the King's 
Helmet, entered through his Eye deep into his Head, and 
moitally wounded him. Chalen's Hit. of Fran. Vel. II. 


Fo. 103, 


the French Martyrs. 229 


the Deliverance of the Church. On the contrary, 
it ſeems that the Fury of the Enemies of the Goſpel 
gained new Strength at the Beginning of the Reign 
of Francis II. becauſe the Family of the Guiſes ren- 
dered themſelves Maſters of the Perfon of the King, 
and of the Government of the State, by Means of 
their Niece, Mary of Scotland, whom they had mar- 
ried to that Prince. They publiſhed new Edicts, 
more rigorous than the former, by which they for- 
bad the Aﬀemblies of the Reformed : And they de- 
clared, that thoſe who ſhould be found at them ould 
be burnt, without any other Form of Trial ; that their 
Houſes ſhould be razed, and their Gods confiſcated ; one 
Molety whereof ſhould be 2 to the Informers. 
They alſo took many other Meaſures; and they even 
renewed, with the greateſt Impudence, the ancient 
Calumnies of which they had before availed them- 
ſelves to render them odious, by the Means of a G- 


ſmith and a Journeyman Painter, two Apaftates, whom 


they had ſuborned, to make Uſe of them as Tnformers 
and falſe Witneſſes ; inſomuch that they had then many 
more Martyrs at Paris; among whom the moſt con- 
ſiderable were thoſe whoſe Hiſtory we are about to 
relate, 


NICOLAS GUENON, 


Nicolas Guenon was the firſt whom they put to 
Death, in St. «i Church-Yard, in this new 
King's Reign. e was the young Man who was the 
Servant of Nicolas Ballon, and was taken with him. 
The People, whom the Priefts and Monks kept con- 
tinually in their blind Fury againſt the Reformed, 
manifeſted great Joy, as they thereby diſcovered that 
the Change of the King had not put a Period to the 
Perſecutions, as they at the firſt apprehended it would 
have done. They exerted their w/ual Rage in ma- 
king him die a lingering Death, and in increaſing the 
Torment of his Sufferings as much as they poſſibly 


could, 
MARIN 
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MARIN MARIE, 


Theſe very People rendered their extreme Fury 
ſtill more memorable, in abuſing another Martyr, by 
beating him with Staves, becauſe he refuſed to take 
a Creſs which was offered him, and had thrown it 
down out of the Prieſt's Hands. This Martyr's 
Name was Marin Marie, a Native of St. George, in 
the Dioceſe of Lizieux, in Normandy. He was ar- 
reſted in going to Sens, with a Parcel of Books which 
he had brought from Geneva, and he was afterwards 
carried to Paris, becauſe he had appealed from the 
Sentence of Death which had been paſſed upon him 
at Sens. This Sentence was there confirmed, and 
he was burnt alive, at the Square Maubert, with ex- 
treme Cruelty : For they firſt burnt his Face with two 
Bundles of Straw, BEFORE they threw him entirely into 
the Fire; they burnt alſo his Boots, among which there 
were many Bibles and New-Teflaments, according to 
the Tenor of the Decree which had been pronounced 
againſt him. 


MARGARET LE RICHE, 


Margaret le Riche, who was born at Paris, was 
alſo executed at the ſame Time. She was the Wife 
of a Bookſeller, whoſe Name was Antony Ricaut, and 
who lived at Mount Hilary. The Bookſeller was a 
Man who very well knew the Abuſes of the Church of 
RomE, and he was the firſt who convinced his Wiſe 
of them. But, as he was entirely attached to his 
worldly Buſineſs, and not at all to thoſe Things 
which regarded his Salvation, he was deſirous his 
Wife, as well as himſelf, ſhould be content with the 
Knowledge of theſe Abuſes, and that ſhe ſhould get 
rid of theſe ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Devotions, 
without proceeding any farther in the Knowledge 
and Profeſſion of the Truth. But ſhe was not of 
ſuch a lukewarm Diſpoſition. On the contrary, as 
ſoon as ſhe was convinced of the Errors of that Reli- 


gion 
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gion wherein ſhe had been educated, ſhe determined 
to know the true Way by which ſhe might obtain the 
Salvation of her Soul ; inſomuch that, having been 
informed of the Chri/tian Aﬀemblies which were then 
holden in the City, ſhe found Means to introduce her- 
ſelf thereto. She improved ſo much in the Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, that, from that Time, ſhe 
would go no more to Maſs; although her Huſband, 
having reſolved to compel her to diſſemble, as he 
did, threatened to carry her there by Force, on 
Eafler-day, if ſhe refuſed to go with him, that they 
might avoid the Suſpicions and the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of being what were called at that Time Lu- 
therans, This Menace cauſed her, when Eaſter- day 
came, rather to chooſe to retire to the Houſe of one 
of her Chriſtian Friends, than to expoſe herſelf to 
the Violence with which her Huſband might treat 
her; and, when the Time was elapſed, ſhe returned 
home to him, although ſhe plainly foreſaw ſhe muſt 
expect ſome very harſh Treatment from him. She 
was no ſooner returned to her Houſe than ſhe was 
arreſted, and carried to the Priſon of the Conciergerie: 
For, the Rector of St. Hilary having obſerved that ſhe 
had not confeſſed berfelf and received the Sacrament at 
Eaſter, at her Pariſh-Church, as ſhe uſed to do, he 
accuſed her, and gave her up to be dealt with ac- 
cording to Law. They aſked her immediately whe- 
ther ſhe had been at Confeſſion, and received the Sa- 
crament, at Eafter, She ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
without any Diſſimulation, that he had not. She 
gave an Account of her Faith with much Boldneſs: 
W hereupon ſhe was ſent, by an Order, to the Biſhep 
of Paris, or to his Official, to ſee if, by any Means, 
they could cauſe her to alter her Opinion. But the 
Official, aſter repeated Trials, perceiving that he loſt 
his Labour, pronounced Sentence againſt her, whereby 


he declared her to be a Heretic, and delivered her 
over to the ſecular Power. Upon this, ſhe was ſent 
back to the Conciergerie; where ſhe was obliged to 

maintain 
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maintain ſeveral Diſputations with the Doctors whom 
they brought to her. She was at length, after ſhe 
had conſtantly ſhewn herſelf to be immoveable by all 
the Temptations of the Enemies of her Salvation, 
condemned to be carried, in a Tumbre], to the Square 
Maubert, with a Gag in her Mouth, to be there 
burnt, and to be reduced ta Ajpes. 

When this Sentence had been read to her, ſhe was 
led away to the Chapel of the Conciergerie; where ſhe 
ſpent all her Time in /inging P/alms, and exhorting 
every one around her, until they put her into the 
Tumbrel to carry her to the Place of Execution. 
The Report of her Courage and Firmneſs had been 
ſo great, ever fince the firſt of her Impriſonment, 
that the Curioſity to ſee her drew together a vaſt 
Multitude of People, in all the Streets through which 
ſhe paſſed ; but there was Nothing could terrify her. 
She regarded her Execution as a Triumph; and it 
was obſerved, that her Countenance was not in the 
leaft altered; that her Eyes were always lifted up to- 
wards Heaven ; and that the Gag which ſhe had in 
her Mouth did not disfigure her; but that ſhe pre- 
ferved the Appearance of a Perſon who was quite at 
Eaſe, and entirely well pleaſed. As ſoon as ſhe was. 
come to the Place of Execution, they told her, that, 
if ſhe would change her Opinion, ſhe ſhould be 


firangled before ſhe was burnt : But ſhe anſwered, 


that her Opinion was ſo true, and ſo ſtrongly built 
upon Gop's Word, that ſhe would never alter it 
and, to convince them that Death was no Terror to 
her, ſhe began to undreſs herſelf. They repeated the 
ſame Offer when the was drawn up ;* but the always 
continued immoveable in her Reſolution. Thus ſhe 
rendered her Soul to the Lokp, hanging over the 


Fire in the Midſt of the Flames. 
One 


© ® Lorſpublle cut itt guindie : When ſhe was drawn up 
with a Pulley, as Sailors are uſed to draw up Goods on 


Ship- boar d, 
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One cannot enough admire the Courage and 
Strength of this godly Woman. She ſupported all 
her AMictions, during the whole Time of her Impri- 
ſonment, with an inconceivable Joy : Nothing wea- 
ried her Patience; ſhe underwent all her Sufferings 
with an aſtoniſhing Compoſure of Mind; ſhe inceſ- 
ſantly ſang Pſalms; ſhe praiſed Gop ; ſhe exhorted 
and comforted the other Women Priſoners, as well as 
the Martyrs, who quitted the Conctergerie to go to 
Execution, when they paſled by her Prifon Window; 
and, far from being diſheartened at ſeeing them in the 
Hands of the Executioner, ſhe encouraged them the 
more, in calling to them to rejoice, and to bear pati- 
ently the Reproaches and Affiditons of our Loxp Jesus 
CHRIST. As there was in her Chamber a little Win- 
dow, oppolite to the Window of the Chamber where 
Du Bourg was confined, ſhe encouraged and ſtrength- 
ened him, by Words and Signs, inſomuch, that this 
illuſtrious Martyr, being one — preſſed to recant, 
and remembering the good Example and holy Exhor- 
tations of that excellent Martyr of the LoRD; 4 Wo- 
man hath taught me my Leſſon, ſaid he, and ſhe hath 
fhewn me how I ought to bebave myſelf in this Warfare 10 
which I am called, Thus Gop renders all Things 
helpful and efficacious to his Servants. 


A young CARPENTER. 


A young Carpenter was burnt, ſome few Days after, 
by Order of the great Chamber ; neither would the 
People ſuffer him to be ſtrangled; but this Cruelty on- 
ly ſerved to manifeſt his Conſtaney fo much the more; 
for, the Cord which faſtened his Gag being burnt, he 
called upon Gop a very long Time, and, at length, 
he ſaid, O Lorp My Gon, whom Þ ſerve, ſuccour me. 
After which he gave up the Ghoſt to that GoD whom 
he adored, and whoſe Truth he had confeſſed. This 
Execution was in St. John's Church-Yard, about the 
End of the Month of Auguft. 

ADRIAN 
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ADRIAN DAUSSI. 


On the twenty-third of Oober following, Adrian 
Dauſſi, called Douliancourt, was executed in the Street 
called De Seine, in the Suburbs of St. Germains. He 
was a Carrier of mercery Goods, and, paſſing through 
Clermont to Beauvoiſis, and having been found carrying 
ſome books and Letters which he brought from Geneva, 
he was arreſted, and ſent to the Conciergerie of the 
Court of Juſtice, by the Lieutenant-Particular, who | 
contented himſelf in ſending him to the Parliament, 
as ſoon as he prepared the Proceedings for his Trial, 
without condemning him ; becauſe, probably, he 
would not charge his Conſcience with the Guilt of his- 
Condemnation: Whereupon, the Parliament forbad 
him to do the like for the future. Nevertheleſs, they 
proceeded to condemn him to be put to the Rack, and 
to be racked to the utmaſi Extremity, to compel him to 
diſcover the Names and Places of Abode of thoſe Per- 
ſons to whom he was carrying the Letters which had 
been found upon him, and then to be ſent back to 
Clermont, to be there burnt alive. But, becauſe Pri- 
foners were ſometimes reſcued by the Way, who were 
ſent in like Manner from cne Place to another, the 
Seltcitor-General prayed that he might be burnt at Pa- 
ris: Whenefore, as I ſaid before, he was executed in 
the Street De Seine. Gop gave him a marvel'ous 
Courage at the Time of his Martyrdom; for, although 
they burnt him at a ſlow Fire, and although they 
made him endure the Torments he ſuffered as long 
as they poſſibly could, he remained always immove- 
able, and complained no more than if he had not felt 
any Pain. Thus he finiſhed his Martyrdom, giving 
Glory to Gop even umto the laſt Breath. 


MARIN ROUSSEAU, GILES LE COURT, 
and PHILIP PARMENTIER. | 

_ Three other Martyrs followed him on the Morrow, 
the twenty-fourth Day of Ofober. Theſe were Ma- 
rin Rouſſeau, a Journeyman Goldſmith, born at Boutig- 
ns 


the French Martyrs. 235 
ni, in Gaſtinois; Giles le Court, a Native of Lions, one 
of the Scholars belonging to the College of Mercy: 
and Philip Parmentier, a Journeyman Shoemaker, who 
lived near the Square Maubert. The firſt had been a 
long Time in Priſon, but the two others had been 
ſurprized, a little Time before, by a Commiſſary, 
when they were met together to pray to Gop and to ſing 
Pſalms, having been betrayed by a wicked Wretch, 
who pretended to be a Preteſtant. They were all 
three condemned, by the Lieutenant Criminal of the 
Chatelet, to be burnt, and their Goods to be confiſca- 
ted. They appealed from this Sentence to the Parli- 
ament, and it was there confirmed : Whereupon they 
were carried to the Square Maubert. From tne Time 
their Sentence had been read to them, they began to 
praiſe Gop, to encourage one another, and to exhort 
one another to perſevere, that they might obtain a 
Crown of Martyrdom. Thus they continued to do, 
and to praiſe (30D, as they went to Execution, for 
they were not gagged. When they ſaw the Fire kin- 
dled, they began to ing, all together, the Song of Si- 
mein, to praiſe Gop for the Honour he beſtowed on 
them, to call them, in this Manner, home to his 
Kingdom. The Fudges, at the firſt, thought that Par- 
mentier was leſs reſolved than the others; and they 
were willing he ſhould be Hrangled before he was caſt 
into the Fire; but obſerving, afterwards, that his 
Fortitude was not leſs than that of his Companions, 
they ordered him to be burnt alive as well as the Reſt; 
and he continued to ſing and praiſe Gop in the Fire, 
when the lower Parts of his Body were conſumed. 


PETER MILET. 


Two Days afterwards, Peter Milet was alſo adorn» 
ed with the ſame Crown of Martyrdom in the ſame 
Place. He was a Merchant, of Doux, in the Province 
of Champagne, who had lived a conſiderable Time 
near Dreux, in the Iſle of France, and, at length, re- 
tired to Paris; there to worſhip Gop, with his Fami- 


17. 
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ly, and to hear his Word. He was very charitable, 
and a Man fearing Gop. It was to his Houſe that 
Margaret le Riche retired to ſpend the Eafter Holidays, 
as we have already ſeen in her Hiſtory. He was na- 
turally very fearful, wherefore he ſent his Family out 
of Paris, when he ſaw the Perſecution rage. Being 
left there alone to ſettle his Affairs, he frequently 
changed the Place of his Abode, to avoid being taken 
up ; but Gop was pleaſed to manifeſt, by this 1 r, 
that there is no natural Timidity that he is not able 
to change into an unſhaken Courage, when ne is 
pleaſed to call his Children to bear Witneſs for him 
before Men. He was ſeized by the Serjeants upon a 
mere Suſpicion only; and the Lieutenant-Criminal, 
finding him neither charged with, nor even accuſed 
of, any Crime, was about to ſet him at Liberty, 
when he received an Order from the Xing, whereby 
he was forbid to diſcharge any Priſoner, without ha- 
viog firſt examined him concerning his Faith. Where- 
fore, in Obedience to this Order, he was examined; 
and Gon ſtrengthened him fo powerfully by His SP1- 
Ir, that he anſwered all their Queſtions with ſuch 
undaunted Boldneſs, that, within ſeven or eight Days 
after he was taken up, he was condemned to be burnt 
alive; and this Sentence having been confirmed in 
the Parliament by the Chamber of Vacations, he was car- 
ried to the Place of Execution, praiſing and glorifying 
Gon with a loud Voice, for he was not gagged. Thoſe 
who knew him before, and who ſaw him the Day on 
which he was burnt, declared that they never ſaw him 
ſo chearful and fo courageous as he was then, When 
he was come to the Place of Execution, he kneeled 
down three Times, before all the People, to pray ts Gon. 
At laſt, the Executioner put a Rope about his Neck, 
and told him, I he would recant, he would ſtrangle 
him: But the Martyr anſwered him, that he had ra- 
ther ſuffer an Hour, and go to Heaven, than ever com- 
ply with his Requeſt, When they had read his Sen- 
tence to him, he aſked by what Authority they had con- 


demned 
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demned him? And when they anſwered him, it was 
the King's Pleaſure, Let us proceed, ſaid he; let us go 
to Gop without ſaying another Mord. Being then ſuſ- 
pended in the Air, he began to ſing the LIſt P/alm, 
and continued to ſing it, although the Straw, which 
they had put under his Arm-pits, had already burnt 
his Beard and his Hair, and although his Legs were al- 
moſt conſumed : So that, at laſt, the Cord, by which 
he was drawn up, being burnt, he fell down into the 
Body of the Fire, where he expired. During his 
Impriſonment, he found Means to write a Letter to 
his Wife, full of Conſolation and Edification. Thus 
Gor ſhewed himſelf wonderful, in the Courage and 
Perſeverance which he gave to this Martyr, 


PETER ARONDEADU. 


Peter Arondeau, of the Province of Angoulmois, was 
alſo burnt, in the ſame City, the 15th Day of No- 
vember following. He was a poor Man, who had 
this Year retired to Rochelle, to frequent the ſecret 
Aſſemblies which were holden there, and to be better 
inſtructed in the Fear of Gop. He was immedi- 
ately taken up, and condemned by the Lieutenant- 
Criminal of Rochelle, at the Solicitation of ſome 
Prieſis, and chiefly of one named Monroy z; to whom, 
when he aſked him why he did not go to Maſs, he 
had very freely ſpoken his Sentiments concerning it. 
He had reſolved to abide by the Sentence of that 
Judge ; but his Friends ſolicited him ſo much, that, 
to ſatisfy them, he at length appealed from it to the 
Parliament of Paris; whither he was conducted, and 
where the Sentence which had been given againſt 
him was confirmed, Whereupon he was burnt alive 
at the Greve, and he ſuffered Death with a Courage 
and Reſolution ſo very extraordinary, that his Ex- 
ample fortified very much the other Priſoners; and 
even Anne du Bourg was very much edified, and con- 
firmed in the Reiolution to die, like him, for the 
Truth of the Goſpel. We ſhall come very ſoon to 


the 
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the Hiſtory of that illuſtrious Martyr ; but Order re- 
quires that we ſhould ſtop a Moment, to relate that 
of John Beffroy, who was burnt, in the Month of 
December, tome Days before Anne du Bourg. 


JOHN BEFFROY. 


John Beffroy was a Lockſmith, who lived in the 
Street of La Mortellerie, a very good Workman, and, 
moreover, a very honeſt Man, and one who feared 
Gop. His Houſe was always open to the Aſſem- 
blies of Chriſtians, whatſocver Danger there was in 
receiving them; and he had an earneſt Deſire to grow 
in the Knowledge of the Goſpel, but he was grown fo 
deaf, that he could not hear any Thing of the Sermons 
which were preached ; therefore he commonly had a 
Lad with him, whom he took to theſe Meetings, to 
repeat to him, in his Ear, what was delivered by the 
Preacher : Thus he repaired, as well as he could, this 
Misfortune. His Faith was daily encreaſing, and he 
was every Day more and more convinced of all the Po- 
piſb — — This Behaviour drew upon him the 
Hatred of his Neighbours, who often threatened that 
they would deſſ roy him: And this Hatred encreaſed, 
in Proportion as their Suſpicions of Lutheraniſm en- 
creaſed among them ; firſt, becauſe he had not bapti- 
zed his Son, which was lately born to him, in the 
Romiſh Church, by Reaſon of the ſuperſtitious Cere- 
monies which they mingle with that Sacrament; and, 
ſecondly, becauſe, on the Day of Gop's Feat, as 
they call it, he had not adorned his Houſe with Ta- 

eſtry, “ as others did. At lergth, as he was at 
Work upon a Feſtival, he being at that Time very 
buſy upon a Piece of Work, by Reaſon of the Tour- 
naments which were holden on Account of the Mar- 
riage of tbe King's Daughter, as we have formerly _ 
| tioned ; 


Corpus Chriſii Day. See alſo, for their ſuperſtitious 


%, Ceremonies then uſed, Laval”: Hift. Reform. of France, 


Vol. I. Fo. 344 
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tioned ; the Neighbours, who only waited for a Pre- 
tence to give a Looſe to their Fury, ran in a Croud to 


his Houſe, as ſoon as they heard the Sound of this 


Man's Hammer : They broke into his Houſe, and, 
after having abuſed him very much, they delivered him 
into the Hands of a Commiſſary, who carried him Pri- 
ſoner to the Chatelet, where the Lieutenant-Criminal 
condemned him to be burnt alive, after he had been 
racked to the greate/? Extremity. He appealed from 
this Sentence to the Parliament, where it was, never- 
theleſs, confirmed in its utmoſt Rigour, as to every 
Thing which reſpected his being burnt alive, but he 
was delivered from the Suffering of the Rack, to which 
he had been condemned; and, having always remain- 
ed firm in the Confeſſion of the Truth, he was burnt 
alive at the Greve; and he teſtified to his Enemies, by 
his extraordinary Conſtancy and Courage, that Gop 
7 gt the Support of thoſe who contend for his 

Tuth, 


ANNE DU BOURG. 


We are, at length, come to the a of that fa- 
mous and very illuſtrious Martyr, Anne du Bourg. If I 
were to recount all the Circumſtances of bis Trial, 
there would be ſufiicient Matter to compoſe a middling 
Volume; but, as my Detign is to abridge, as much 
as I can, this Hiſtory, I ſhall relate here Nothing but 
thoſe Facts which appear to me to be the moſt im- 
portant, from the Time of his Impriſonment, until 
he at laſt obtained, after repeated Combats, the 
Crown of Martyrdom.“ 5 
e 


* The Commiſſion, given by Henry II. to the Judges 
deputed for the Trial of the five Counſellors detained 


Priſoners, was renewed by Francis IT. bearing Date the 


Fourteenth of Fuly. Du Beurg'had been already interro- 
gated, and had appealed. Cardinal Bertrandi, formerly 
Keeper of the Seals, in order to gratify the * of 

orr aints 
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He was a Counſellur of the Parliament, between 
thirty-ſeven and thirty-eight Years of Age; one of 
an 


Lorraine, made all the Haſte he could to judge of that 
Appeal from the Sentence of the Biſhop of Paris, who had 
declared 4 Bourg a Heretic; though it had been remon- 
ſtrated to him, that in Juſtice. or Honour he could not do 
it, becauſe he had preſided in the former Judgement : 
Nevertheleſs he confirmed the Biſhop's Sentence, ſaying, 
in his Defence, that, when he had preſided in the former 
Judgement, it had been in the Capacity of a Chancellor, 
as the Chief- Juſtice of the Kingdom, but now he did it as 
Archbiſhop of Sens. Du Bourg appealed from 7his Sentence. 
Many underhand Dealings were uſed to oppreſs him. His 
two Brothers, who were come to 'Town to ſolicit for him, 
were ordered to depart in THREE Days, and threatened to 
incur the Ki:g's Indignation, and to be deprived of their 
Offices if they did not obey immediately. Du Bourg ha- 
ving been brought back from the Bajtil/z to the Palace- 
Fail, the fit Vieſident and thoſe of the Great-Chamber 
were willing to judge of that Appeal, but he offered Ex- 
ceptions againſt them, and even againſt the Fir Pre/ident, 
and he required that Counſel ſhould be allowed him, 
Cardinal Bertrandi having Notice of this, in order to have 
this Appeal ſpeedily determined, and to remcve theſe 
Exceptions, came to the Parliament with Chancellor Oliver 
and — Maſters of Requeſts, who were all at his De- 
votion. Du Bourg, being called in, inſiſted on his Ex- 
ceptions, and told Bertrandi, thai he was ſurpriſed to ſee, 
that nE, abe was his mortal Enemy, his Accuſer, and 
chief Solicitor-ogainf{ bim, pu fit as x18 Jupce. To 
which Bertrand: replied, that he was one of his beit 
Friends; that, nevertheleſs, fince he entertained ſuch a 
bad Opinion of him, he would willingly abſtain from 
ſitting among his Judges. | 
Chance lor Oliver admitted du Baurg's Exceptions, and 
ordered that he ſhould be allowed Counſel. Counſellor 
de Marillac was named to aſſiſt him. He endeavoured to 
perſuade him to recaut, but in wain: At laſt he brought 
him to conſent to let him plead his Cauſe without inter- 
rupting him: Theretore Mr. de Marillac ſet forth the 
| Merit 
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an honourable Family of Auvergne, and : Nephew of 
the Chancellor of France of that Name; a very learned 
Man, 


Merit of his Cauſe, the unprecedented Way of his Client's 
Impriſonment, and the more unprecedented Way of Ber- 
trandi's proceeding againſt the Priſoner; whereby the 
Abuſes and Nullity of the Sentences, given heretofore 
againſt him, were ſo plain and evident, that they could 
not avoid beginning again the Trial, and abrogating and 
making void all the Proceedings, ſince no Form of Juſtice 
had been obſerved in them. But, inſtead of concluding 
for his Appeal, he gave up the Cauſe, truſting his 
Client to the King's and the Court's Mercy, acknowledging 
that he had much offended againſt Gop: and holy Mother the 
Church, provoked the King, and been diſobedient to his 
Biſhop ; to whom, as well as to the holy Roman Church, he 
defired to be reconciled. Du Bourg oppoſed ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Acknowledgement and Confeſſion; but de Ma- 
riilac winked at the Pre/idents, all of whom deſired to ſave 
the Priſoner : So, inſlead of hearkening to what he had 
to ſay, and whether heavowed what his Counſel had faid 
in his Behalf, they ſeat him back immediately to Priſon, 


But, while they were about to ſend two Deputies of their 


Body to the King, in order to petition for the Priſoner's 
Pardon, they received a Note from du Bourg, by which 
he let them know, that he diſavowed the Concluſions of 
his Counſel, and perſiſted in his Appeal, and in the Con- 
fefion of Faith which he had made before the Xing, and 
was ready to ſeal it with his Blood, knowing that it was 
— upon the pure Word of Cos, of whom he 

egged Pardon, with all Humility for having not inter- 
rupted his Counſel, and for having diſſembled. The 
Court gave Advice of this to the King ; upon which, Or- 
ders were ſent them to judge him immediately: So he 
was declared weil judged, and his Appeal was declared 
wrong. Nevertheleſs 4% Bourg appealed again to the 
Archbiſhop of Lions, then Cardinal de Tournnn. 

Thence the Rumour had ſpread that 4% Bourg had re- 
canted. But, as ſoon as he heard of this, he ſent a 
Letter to his Frethren, the Members of the Church of 
Paris, by which he gave them a full Account of his Be- 

M havicur, 
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Man, principally in the Civil Law, which he had 

taught for fome Time in the Univerſity of Orleam, 
and 


haviour, beſeeching them not to be offended at him, 
ſince he was in Hopes that, with the Help of Gos, he 
Mould be ſted ſaſt to the laſt; That, if he had made Uſe 
of all the lawful Means to juſtify his Innocence and 
maintain his Right, it was not out of Fear of Death, or 
a Deſire of ſaving his Life, but that he might have a bet- 
ter Opportunity of manifeſting his Religion, and for re- 
moving all Suſpicion of his having run headlong to a pre- 
mature Death, if he neglected any Thing that might 
ſerve for his Juſtification, The Cardinal de Tourncn con- 
firmed the Sentence given againſt him by the Archbiſhop 
of Sens. Being, therefore, condemned by the three ſpi- 
ritual Judges, he was ſent to his Dioc:/an, the Biſhop of 
Paris, by whom he was degraded of Prieſthood, and de- 
Jivered to the ſecular Magiſtrate. Mr. de Thon obſerves, 
that, while the Ceremony of the Degradation was per- 
formirg, Mr. du Bourg ſhewed no Concern at all ; con- 
trariwiſe, he ſaid he was very glad of it; ſince thence- 
forward, the Sign of the apocalyprical Beaſt being taken 
from him, he ſhould have Nothing in common with An- 
tic-rift. Some Prefidents and Counſellors, devoted to the 
Carainal, were deputed to put an End to his Trial; 
though it is an ancient Privilege of the Parliament, that 
none of their Body can be tried, in criminal Matters, but 
by the full Court, all the Chambers ſitting. Wherefore 
du Bourg appealed again from the Judgement of theſe 
Delegates ; but no Regard was paid to his Appeal. Be- 
ing aſſembled for the lait Time, and deſirous to pleaſe the 
Card:nal of Lerraine, they endeavoured to find Something 
_ elſe to aggravate the Priſoner's Guilt ; becauſe, they were 
afraid left if, at any Time for the future, Inquiries were 
made about this Trial, they ſhould not be able to anſwer 
for the violent and unjuſt Methods they had made Ule 
of to deftroy him: Wherefore, having found upon him 
ſome Letters of Conſolation, which he had received from 
his Friends to comfort him under his Diſtreſſes, Bourdin, 
the 4!torney-G:neral, failed not to infer that he was guilty 
of High 4 reason, and a Traitor who kept 2 
Wi 
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and whereof he was a Profeſſor. Aſter this he be- 


came a Counſellor of the Parliament, and he conduQed 


himſelf 


with Foreigners, contrary to his Oaths and the Ning's 
Edits and Orders, by which all Correſpondence with Fo- 
reigners, and particularly thoſe of Geneva, (whence they 
falſely ſuppoſed theſe Letters were come,) was expreſ:ly 
forbidden: And, though it was evidently ſhewn that theſe 
Letters had been written by ſome Miniſters and Elders 
of the Church of Paris, and that there was not a Word 
about State-Affairs, nevertheleſs they condemned him to 
Death upon that Pretence ; the Execution of which Sen- 
tence was entirely left to the King's Pleaſure, to fave his 
Life, or to keep him in perpetual Captivity, This Sen- 
tence was kept ſecret for ſome Time. 

About the Beginning of December, a I.etter was di- 
rected by Miſtake to a Lawyer; by which it appeared, 
that ſome of du Bourg's Friends intended to reſeue him 
out of Jail. He carried it immediately to the Preſident 
St. Andrew, who ordered him to be kept more ſtrictly, 
even to put him in the ron Cage, till he had farther Or- 
ders from the Cardinal, who, being acquainted with this, 
commanded his Guards to be doubled ; inſomuch that, if 
any Body, going by the Baſfille, ſtopped a Minute to look 
vpon it, he was immediately clapped Priſoner in it. The 
Sentence given againſt Du Bourg could not be kept fo ſe- 
cret but the Church of Paris had ſome Notice of it. 
They left no Stone unturned to ſave ſo worthy a Man. 
They petitioned the Queen-Mother ; but, having re- 
ceived from her no ſatis factory Anſwer, they ſent ſome 
Deputies to Ortho Henry, Count Palatine of the Rhine 
and firſt EleQor of the Empire ; who ſent immediately an 
Expreſs to the King, to deſire his Majeſty to ſave u Bourg 
and to put him into his Hands, becauſe he intended to 
give him a Place in his Univerſity of Heidelberg: But the 
Cardinal of Lorraine prevented the Effects of this Re- 
queſt ; For, fearing leſt the Council ſhould be moved to 
grant it if it came Time enough to their Knowledge, he 
ſent Orders to the Judges, Delegates, to give Sentence on 
the Priſoner, and to take him ſpeedily out of the Way. 
Accordingly the Priſoner received Sentence of Death: 
M 2 Wich 
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himſelf ſo well in both theſe Offices, that his greateſt 

Enemies were obliged to confeſs he was a very ſkil- 
ful 


1 


Which having heard without any Alteration in his Coun- 
tenarce, he told his Judges that he forgave them, being 
perſuaded that they had tried him according to their Con- 
ſcience, though not according to the true Knowledge and 
Science of Gop, He ſaid many Things abont the Judge- 
ment of Gop. Then, being Something more moved, 
he ended his Speech with theſe Words. Let your Fires 
. be put out, and, having firſt amended your Lives, let your 
Mis di be converted to Gor, that your Sins may be forg.wven 
and blotted cut. Let the Wicked forſake his evil Ways, and 
tle Unrighteous his perverſe Thoughts, and let him return to 
(GzoD, ard RE au be merciful unto him. As for you, O 
Senators, live long, and pre per, and be always piou'y mind- 
ful of Gop : As for my Part, I go willingly and CHEAR= 
FULLY to Death. 'Then he was put into a Cart, and 
carried to the Place of Execution, accompanied by four 
Hundred Foot and two Hundred Horſemen, well armed, 
for Fear of his being reſcued in the Way. When he was 
zrrived at the Place of & John, in the Greve, he ſpoke a 
little While to the People, telling them that he ſuffered, 
not as a Thief, or as gnilty of any other Crime, but for 
the Sake of the Goſpel, Then he undreſſed himſelf, 
and, while he went up the Ladder, he was heard ſeveral 
Times uttering this Ejaculation: O Lord, wry God, 
ds net forjake ne, left I ſheuld ferſake thee! Having been 
ſtrangled, his Corpſe was caſt into a Fire and reduced to 
Aſhes. 

Mr. ce Bee ſays, that, when his Brothers bad had No- 
tice of the Orders the Cardinal had given to the judges to 
diſpatch his Trial with all Speed, they had bought the 
Pete's, Bull, for a Licence to appeal to Reme, and they 
carneſtly in: rated their Brother to make Uſe of it; for, 
it was ſo expre/s and rhund ring, that, in Virtue of it, he 
wenld be ſent to Rome, ard it would be eaſy to reſcue him 
upon the Road, but that he was undone if he followed 
rot their Advice. Nevertheleſs they could not prevail 
with him e had ſuch an 46horr:nce for Pepery, that 


ke repented with a J his Heart for the Ways and —_ 
e 
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ful Gentleman; that he had alſo performed his Duty 
with a good Conſcience and with great Probity, and 
that there was no one could blame his Conduct in 
any T hing. | | 

We have before ſeen that he was arreſted by the 
Order of Heury II. at the Sitting of the Mercurial; 
but it is alſo neceſſary to know what was the Cauſe 
which irritated the King ſo ftrongly againſt him, the 
Knowledge of which, in this Place, 1s of very great 
Importance. 

When the King went to the Parliament- Houſe, up- 
on the Information of what was deliberating at the 
Mercurial, he declared immediately that it was his 
Pleaſure they ſhould continue, in his Preſence, to 
debate of the Affair concerning Religion, and thoſe 
who had not given their Opinions ſhould proceed to 
declare their Sentiments : Whereupon the Counſellors, 
according to their uſual Courſe, proceeded to give 
their Advice with the ſame Freedom as thoſe had 
done who had ſpoken before them, until, at aſt, it 
came to the Turn of our Martyr, He was muci 
better acquainted with the Truths of the Goſpel than 
the others: He had already made Profeſſion of it for 
ſome Time paſt ; and he had not only frequented the 
Aſſemblies of the Reformed, but he had even recei- 
ved the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with them: 
Therefore, ſeeing the King was come to the Parlia- 
ment, and thinking it a favourable Opportunity to 
lay before him the Ju/tice of the Cauſe which the 
Enemies of the Truth oppreſſed with ſo much Rage 
M 3 and 


he had made Uſe of to fave his Life, though innocent 
and lawful in þis Circumſtances, T huani Hiſt, Lib. xxiii. 
P. 699. De Thou's Hiſt. Books xxii. xxiii. Beza, Hits 
ecclgſ. Liv. ii. iii. quoted by Laval, Hift. Reform. of Fra. 
Vel I. Fo. 175183. Although this Note is much too 
long, yet, as it is ſo particular, and relates many Cir- 
cumſtances which th? Author has omitted, I could not 
| -- oo with myſelf froia giving it to the Reader at 
arge. "EM 
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and Fury, and of which they had given him ſuch bad 
Impreſſions, he embraced it with very great Zeal and 
Courage. In the f Place, he gave Thanks to 

| Gop for directing the King to come to the Parlia- 
ment, to be preſent at the Deciſion of a Matter of fo 
very great Importance. He exhorted him to ſearch 
into it himſelf; repreſenting to him, that it was the 
Cauſe of our Lord JESUS ChHRIST, that Kings are 
obliged to maintain and defend. He beſought him, 
as well as others had done, to uſe his utmoſt Endea- 
vours that a free Council ſhould be aſſembled, to de- 
clare the Truth: He ſhewed him how very dange- 
Tous it was to condemn thoſe, who, in the 1774/7 of 
the Flames, called upon the Name of JESUS CnrisrT ; 
and he ſpeke, with ſo much Energy, and ſo much 
Bulineſs, every Thing which Goup put into his 
Heat on that Occaſion, that the King aroſe quite diſ- 
compoſed, and conſulted with thoſe of his Train, 
among whom was the Cardinal of Lorraine ; who, 
fearir.g left the King ſhould be wrought upon by this 
Diſcourſe, could not retain his Spite and Rage.* 
As thoſe who accompanied the Prince were the capi- 
tal Enemies of the Goſpel, there is no Room to 
doubt but that the Advice which they gave him led 

| to thoſe Violences which he ccmmitted, at the laſt, 
| in ordering the Captains of his Guards to ſeize Du 
| Beurg, and another Counſellor, named Du Four, and 
| 10 Carry them to the Baſtille. Some have remarked, 
| that he, whom he ordered to take Du Bourg, was the 
| ſ.ine Count of Montgomery whom the King compelled, 
| ſome time after, to break a Lance with him at the 
Tournay, holden on Account of the Weddings whereof 
we 


® Giles le Maitre, a Creature of the Duche/s of Valenti- 
q nbi, Who was firſt Preſidint, and the Lorraine Princes, the 
| Duke of Guiſe, and the Cardin- I of Lorraine, declaimed 
| againſt the Sectaries, and ſaid, the King ought to imitate 
Philip Auguſtus, who cauſed six HUNDRED Albigen/cs to 
be burnt in oxE Day, Chalon's Hiſt. of Fran, Vel. II. 

Fo. 162. | 
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we have ſpoken before; and therefore that Gon was 
pleaſed he ſhould die by the ſame Hand of which he 
had made Uſe to arreſt Du Bourg. Howſoever that 
was, it is very certain the Cauſe of his being ſeized 
was that which we have now related; that he was 
directly carried to the Ba/lille ; and that they at length 
appointed Commiſſaries to prepare his Trial. 

Theſe Fudges, accompanied by the Biſhop of Paris, 
and an [ngquiſitor named Demochares, went to him to 
the Baffille, in order to examine him. At firſt he 
refuſed to anſwer them, ſaying, ** It was one of the 
„ Privileges of the Parliament, that, when they were 
«6 accuſed of any Crime, they were to be tried by the 
* whole Body of that Court; and that he ought not 
to be excluded from enjoying that Privilege,” 
Upon his Refuſal to anſwer them, his Enemies ob- 
tained an Order from the King, whereby he was 
commanded to anſwer the Commiſſioners, | upon the 
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+ The King, having cauſed theſe Opinions to be given 
in Writing, ſaid, he perceived that what had been told 
him was true, in Regard to certain Counſellors of Parlia- 
ment, who contemned his and the Pape's Authority: And 
then, riling, he commanded the Conflable to ſeize ſome 
of them; among others, du B:urg and du Four : And 
Gabriel de Montgomery, who was commiſſioned for the Pur- 
pole, conducted them to the Baſill'. This Action hap- 
pened on the Fourth of June, the Parliament being then 
aſſembled at the Auguſtines, becauſe the Palace was pre- 
paring for the Marriage of the Duke of Sawoy with Mar- 
2 the Ling's Siſter. Chalen's Hift. of Fr. Vol. II. 
Fo. 163. | 

t Du Burg, being queſtioned by the Judges delegated 
by the Ling, refuſed to anſwer ; it being a Privilege of 
the Counſellors of Parliament not to reply in any criminal 
Caſe, of which they may be accuſed, but before the Offi- 
cers of their own Body. But, new Letters being received 
from the King, wherein he was enjoined to reply on Pain 
of being declared guilty of High Treaſen, he obeyed, 
having firſt proteſted that he did not hereby relinquiſh his 
Privilege. Chalon's Hiſt, Fran. Vol. II. Fo. 163. 
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Penalty of being attainted and convicted of Rebellion. ' 
| This was the f Piece of Injuſtice they did to him, ; 
which was followed by many others, much more 
confiderable, 

They began to take his Examination on the 22d 
Day of June, twelve Days after he had been arreſted; 
and, among other Things, they told him, he was 
charged with having ſaid, before the King, that the 
Traditions of the Church and the Ordinances of Kings 
and Princes were not binding upon Mankind ; and 
that we were not obliged to obey them. But he de- 
nied the Charge, and ſaid he would refer himſelf to 
the Teſtimony of thoſe who were preſent and had 
heard what he had advanced. They then aſked him 
many Queſtions, concerning the Authority of the 
Church, the Number of Sacraments, and the Maſs ; 
unto all which he anſwered according to the Ana- 
lozy of the Chri/lien Faith, and the Dictates of his 
own Conſcience. The ſame Day he was ſent for a 
ſecend Time, and was examined again upon the Sub— 
ject of Religion; and, becauſe, among other Things, 
they had objected the Authority of the Ccuncil of 
Con/lance againſt his Opinion of the Maß, he ſhewed 
them how little Regard they themſelves paid to the 
Authority of that Council; for that it was thereby 
ordered, a new Council ſhould be aſſembled every 

ten Years, to extirpate all Hereſſes, and yet, neverthe- 
leſs, they blamed him for having, in giving his Opi- 
nion, adviſed a Council, They then afked him what 
was his Judgement as to the Punithing of Heretzcs : 
If it was his Opinion, that, until a Cæscil could be 
called, every one ſhould follow ſuch Religion as he 
pleaſed ? If he had conferred with any other Counſel- 
lors or Prefidents of the Parliament concerning his Opi- 
nion? If he had made Confeſſion and received the aſs 
at Eaſter? If he had received the Lord's Supper in 
thoſe private Aﬀemblies ? What Books, of Luther, 
Calvin, or the other Reformers, he had read? and 
many other Queſtions of the like Nature: 0 — 
Wnic 
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which he always anſwered very diſcreetly and very 
judiciouſly. Nevertheleſs he then denied he had re- 
ceived the Lord's Supper at thoſe private Meetings; 
but he correted this Anſwer, the next Day, when 
they read to him the foregoing Examination. He 
acknowledged he had greatly offended Gop, in de- 
nying, in the Preſence of his awrur MajesTyY, 
that he had received from him ſo great a Bleſſing. 
He begged Pardon of Gop for it ; and, to teſtify his 
Repentance, he confeſſed, that he had received the 
the Sacrament, on Eaſter-day, in the Congregation of 
the Reformed ;z and that he ſhould have been very 
glad if he had not been ſo long a Time without re- 
ceiving that great Bleſſing which Gop tendered. to 
him in that Sacrament, 

We muſt obſerve here, that, when the Cammiſſa- 
ries, upon requiring him to anſwer to the third in- 
terrogatory, would have obliged him to lay his Hand 
upon his Breaſt, and to ſwear by his Orders of Dea- 
con and Subdeacon, which he had taken, he refuſed 10 
do it, although he had done it before, without Doubt 
through. Inadvertency. He ſaid he would ſwear in 
the Preſence of Gop, which of itſelf was ſufficient ; 
that it was not neceſſary to uſe any other Ceremony 
in an Oath; and that he would not ſwear by his Or- 
ders of Deacon and Subdeacon ; becauſe he had No- 
thing more than the Name of them, he having never 
exerciſed the Offices in the Church which thofe Names 
ſignify, They then aſked him many Queſtions con- 
cerning the Meetings of the Reformed ; of the Places 
where they met together; what was done and tranſ- 
acted there; whom he knew of ſuch Congregations ; 
and of many other Things of that Kind: To all 
which he anſwered according to his uſual Prudence; 
bearing Teſtimony to the Holineſs and Piety of thoſe 
Exerciſes which he had frequented ; ſaying, as to the 
Reſt of the Interrogatories, he could not anſwer 
them without ſinning againſt Gop, in bringing his 
Brethren into Trouble. They preſſed him very 
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much upon this Head, as well upon this Interroga- 
tory as the fourth; and the Biſhop, thinking he could 
Temove his Scruples, which he had alledged, as to 
bringing bis Neighbour into Trouble, told him he would 
give him @ Diſpenſation for ſo doing, by Virtue of that 
Power which he had in the Church, and that he would 
order him to name and point out thoſe whom he knew: 
But Du Bourg ſhewed him, by his Anſwer, with a 
great Deal of Modeſty and Humility, that he was 
not ſo ignorant to be drawn into fo groſs a Snare as ta 
believe a MAN could diſpenſe with the Commandment of 
God, whereby Gop orders us TO LOVE OUR NEIGH= 
BOURS AS OURSELVES. 

At length, after all theſe various Examinations, 
the Biſhop of Paris, who was commiſſioned as well 
as the Reſt to try Du Bourg, condemned him, as a 
Heretic, &c. to be degraded from his Orders.“ He 
appealed ſrom this Sentence, as injurious to the Pri- 
vileges of the Parliament; and, whilſt they were de- 
termining upon his Appeal, he was ſent to the Pri- 
fon of the Conciergerie, where Margaret le Riche was 
then confined, as we have before ſeen in her Hiſtory. 
He excepted againſt thoſe of that Court whom he 
ſuſpected to be his Enemies: But it plainly appeared 
they had determined to deſtroy him at any Rate; 
for they would not ſuffer two of his. Brothers, wha 
were then at Paris making Intereſt to fave his Life, 
to remain there any longer; but they made an Or- 
der for them to leave the City, within three Days, 
upon Pain of incurring the King's Diſpleaſure, and 
of being deprived of their ſeveral Poſts which they 

| held. 


* His (d# Bourg's) Reply, to all the Articles of Reli- 
gion propoſed to him, was according to the Doctrines of 
the Sectaries: Whereupon, Euflachius du Bellai,, Biſhop 
of Paris, who was preſent, declared him a Hereric, and 
ordered him to be delivered to the ſecular Power tor Pu- 
niſhment. Da Bourg appealed from this Sentence to the 
Archbiſhep of Sens, Ghalon's Hift. of France, Vel. II. 
Fo. 163- | 
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held. Nevertheleſs, the Exceptions which he had 
made to thoſe of his Judges whom he miſtruſted of 
Partiality having been over-ruled, the Sentence of 
the Biſhep of Paris was confirmed; and therefore he 
was obliged to appeal to the Archbiſhop of Sens, who 
was his Ordinary, and before whom he was preſently 
condemned. He appealed, a ſecond Time, from this 
Sentence, as an Injury done to the Privileges of the 
Parliament, where he had the ſame Succeſs as before, 
and as he met with afterwards from the Archbiſhop of 
Lyons, Primate of France; and he alſo appealed from 
him, for the third Time, as a Breach of the Privi- 
lege of the Parliament. 

During the Time of all theſe Appeals, being till 
in the Conciergerie, he found Means to write to the 
Church of CHRIST, to inform them of the State of 
his Affairs, and to lay before them his Reaſons which 
had induced him to make ſo many Appeals; proteſt- 
ing, that it was not to gain Time, nor to prolong 
his Life, but only that no one might afterwards ſay 
that he had acted precipitately, and had taken wrong 
Meaſures, or that he had neglected any Thing that 
might tend towards his Defence; being, on the eon - 
trary, ſo much ſtrengthened by the Grace of Gon, 
that he wiſhed, and waited even with Joy, for the 
Hour of his Death. 

Thus having, for the third Time, appealed from 
the Sentence of the Archbiſhop of Lyons, as a Breach 
of the Privilege of Parliament, this laſt Appeal had the 
fame Succeſs as all the Reſt ; and, therevpon, he was 
ſent back to the Ba/iille, where he was degraded on the 
twentieth of November. Nothing more now remained 
to be done but to paſs Sentence of Death. upon him. 
This was deferred until the twenty-firſt Day of the 
following Month. In the mean Time, he was con- 
fined ſo ſtrictly in the Baſfille, that they put him ſome- 
times into a Cage, where it was impoſitble for him ta 
have any Manner of Communication with his Friends, 
becauſe his Enemies were afraid they would form tome 

M 6 Scheme 


— 


[LACCX_— OF 


252 The Hiftry of 
Scheme for his Deliverance, He was, moreover, 
treated ſo cruelly, that they gave him moſt frequently 
Nothing but Bread and Mater. He fuffered all theſe 
Evils with an admirable Conſtancy, praiſing Gop, 
and glorifying him upon his Lute, accompanied with 
his Voice, 41nging Pſalms to his Lute, as often as he 
poiibly could. He alſo rejected, with much Steadi- 
neſs, the Advice of thoſe who endeavoured to remove 
him from his Stedfaſtneſs, and who ſtrove to make 
him depart from his Reſolution; in repreſenting to 
them the Juſtice of the Cauſe which he maintained ; 
that it was the Cauſe of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST ;. 
and, to convince them how ſtrongly he was perſua- 
ded of the Truth of ir, he preſented a Petrtion to the 
Parliament, wherein he inſerted a long Confeſſion of 
his Faith, very unanſwerably proved, chiefly upon 
the controverted Points, and alſo upon many Articles. 
of eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Chriſtian Polity, He 
concluded this Petition, proteſting, that this was the 
Faith, in the which he would live and die; that he 
had ſealed it with his Seal, and he was ready to ſeal it 
with his Blood, to maintain and defend the Goſpel of 
the Son oF Go; adding, that he prayed humbly and 
earneſtly to him, that he would be pleaſed to open the 
Eyes of Faith of his Judges, that they might know 
the Truth: And he concluded his Petition with the. 
Lora's- Prayer. 
Some Friends, whom he had among the Counſel- 
lors, or Members, of the Parliament, and the Coun- 
ſellors at Law, * having learnt that he had preſented: 
this Petition, found Means to ſpeak to him, and to 
rſuade him to make another Confeſſion, wherein he 
ſhould explain his Faith by ambiguous Terms, in ſuch 


a Manner as might fatisfy his Judges and procure his 
Liberty. 


* The Difference between @ Counſellor of the Parliament 
and a Counſellor at Law, expreſſed in French by the Terms 
Conſeiller and Avocat, is this: The former is a Member 
of, and a Fudge in, the Parliament; the latter is a Comm 
/eilor who pleads before them. 
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Liberty. He was overcome, at firſt, by this perni- 
cious Counſel, and he made a diſguiſed Confeſſion. 
He fed himſelf, for ſome Time, with Hopes that he 
ſhould obtain his Liberty; but a Copy of this Con- 
feſſion having been obtained by the Church of CHRISTA, 
the Reformed, who deſired his everla/iins Salvation 
more than his temporal Deliverance, gave Orders to 
Auguſtine Marlorat, who was, at that Time, Miniſter 
of the Church of CHRIST, at Paris, to write to him, 
and to make him ſenſible of his Fault. This faithful 
Servant of God, therefore, wrote to him. He re- 
preſented to him the Duty of thoſe whom Gop calls 
to bear their Teſtimony to his Truth before the Ma- 
giſtrates, He declared to him the Threatenings and 
Fudgements of GoD againſt thoſe who deny or dif- 
guiſe his Truth. He exhorted him to prefer the 
Honour and Glory of God to his Liberty. He placed 
before his Eyes his ants Firmneſs, and how much 
it had edified all the Reformed. He declared to him, 
that the Eyes of all true Chriſtians were fixed upon 
him ; that he ought to take great Care not to pive 
ence to his weak Brethren, and not to do any 
Thing, through Fear, that ſhould be contrary to his 
firſt Confeſſion, *leſt he ſhould deſtroy that which he 
had built up. And he managed all theſe Arguments 
in a Manner ſo moving and ſo ſtrong, (aſſuring him, 
at the ſame Time, of Gop's Aſſiſtance, if he ſhould 
perſevere as he had begun,) that Du Bourg, who 
now felt the firſt Remorſe of Conſcience for his Fault, 
from the Time he had received the Letter, was en- 
tirely confirmed in the Reſolution to repair it; and, 
after he had begged Pardon of Gob, he immediately 
drew another Petition, whereby he retracted his 44% 
Confeſſion. He proteſted he would abide by his fg 
Confeſſion of Faith, and prayed that his Cauſe might 
be determined upon that Confeſſion, which he now 
con fir med. | 
There remained now not the leaſt Hope of any 
Perſon's being able to ſave him, what Pains ſoever 
Y : they 
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they might take. His Enemies hurried on his Exe- 
cution with all their Power ; above all, the Cardinal 
of Lorraine, who hated him mortally, and who (ſee- 
ing that many Princes intereſted themſelves to pro- 
cure him to be ſet at Liberty, and even that the 
Elefor- Palatine requeſted him, with great Earneſt- 
neſs, of King Francis II. to appoint him Profeſſor of 
his Univerſity of Heidelberg) feared that, if his Death 
ſhould be delayed, all theſe Solicitations might at laſt 
be attended with Succeſs, Wherefore, on the 21ſt 
Day of December, after this illuſtrious Martyr had 
again proteſted, before his Judges, that he would 
Jive and die in the Faith of the i Confeſſion he had 
made, his Sentence was announced unto him, and 
he was condemned to be burnt and conſumed to Aſhes. 

It is obſervable, that a Part of the Judges, who 
aſſiſted at his Condemnation, were thoſe of the Tour- 
nelle, whoſe Decree had been the Cauſe of the De- 
bate in the Mercurial, and which Decree, of the 
Tournelle, Du Bourg and his Companions had ſo well 
defended, This ſhews how far Menaces, Fear, 
| Promiſes, and Expectations, can turn the Hearts of 
thoſe whom Gop leaves to their own Strength, 
Their Cowardice did not hinder them from admiring 
the Courage of thofe whoſe Virtues they were not 
able to imitate ; and this appears by what one of theſe 
Counſellors ſaid, in ſpeaking of our Martyr : O how 
happy is that Man, ſaid he, in dying for the Goſpel ! 


Thus Balaam wiſhed, formerly, 10 die the Death of 


the righteous.** But this Favour is only granted to 
thoſe who delire alſo 10 live the Life of the righteous, 
and take Part in their Sufferings. 

The Sufferings of Du Bourg were very great ; but 
his Courage was ſtill greater, and enabled him to 
overcome all the Torments to which he was expoſed. 
As ſoon as his Sentence was pronounced, he gave 
Thanks to Gop that be had at length brought him 
to that Day which he had ſo much longed for. He 

begged 


8 


Numb. xxiii. 10. 
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begged him that he would be pleaſed to forgive his 
Judges; and then he ſpoke to them in the moſt mo- 
ving Manner, to induce them to protect thoſe harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive People, the Reformed; to be 
guided by the Rules of the Goſpel; and not to ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be prejudiced by the Calumnies 
which the Enemies of the Truth invented every Day, 
He juſtified his Brethren in Reſpect of the Rebellions 
whereof they were unjuſtly accuſed ; and he ſhewed 
that they were the molt 08” 47 and the moſt obedient 
Subjects the KING had. e laid before them their 
Duty, and how they ought to employ the Sword. 
He ſpoke Something indirectly againſt the Cardinal 
of Lorraine, and againſt the Authority he had uſurped. 
He ſhewed his Faith and Truſt in the Lorp JIEsus 
CHRIsT, and in the Promiſes he hath made in his 
Word ; and, turning himſelf about to the Hangman, 
he bid him carry him direcily to his Death. | 
In ſpeaking of the Torments which they made the 
Reformed ſuffer, he took Notice that ſome of his 
Judges could not refraia from ſhedding Tears: 
W herefore he took Occaſion to ſhew them that thoſe 
Tears were ſufficient Proofs of the Remorſe of their 
Conſciences; and he obſerved to them, that in this the 
Victory of the Reformed was evident, by applying to 
them the Proverb, which ſays, The Conqueror dies, 
and the conquered lament. In concluding, he ex- 
torted them to repent, and to return unto the Lorp, 
that they might obtain the Remiſſion of their Sins. 
The laſt Words which he ſaid to them were, Ceaſe, 
ceaſe, your Burnings, and return unto the LoRD, in the 
Amendment of your Lives, that your Sins may be blotted 
oat, Let the wicked forſake his Way, and the un- 
righteous Man his Thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Logp, and he will have Mercy upon him, 
and to our Gon, for he will abundantly pardon. + 
Live, then, and meditate upon this, O ye Senators: — 
As for me, I am going to my Death. Fe 
0 
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He was then carried, bound, in a Cart, to the 
Greve, guarded by four or five hundred armed Men ; 
with a Face which beſpoke the utmoſt Truſt and 
Confidence, and with a ſettled Countenance, He 
pulled off his Clothes himſelf, whea he was come to 
the Place of Execution ; and, as they drew him up 
in the Air, he cried out, many Times, My Gop, 40 
not forſate me, left I alſo ſhould forſake thee. He was 
firſt hanged and ſtrangled; and, after he had ſealed, 
by his Death, what he had confeſſed and written and 
ſubſcribed with his Hand, His Body vas burnt and con- 


ſumed ta Aſhes, according to the Tenor of the Sen- 


tence.* The other Counſellors, who were taken at 
the ſame Time with him, had not the ſame Reſolu- 
tion, and therefore they did not obtain the ſame 


Crown of Martyrdom. + ANDREW 


When the King Francis IT.) was returned to Paris, 
the Affair was reſumed of the abo Counſellors of Parlia- 
ment, Who had been impriſoned under the preceding 


Reign. V Bourg had appealed, from the Sentence of 


the Biſhop of Paris, to the 4rchbiſhep of Sens; who, ha. 
ving alſo condemned him, he again appealed from him 
to the Archbiſhop of Ly:as, who was then the Car- 
dinal de Tournon, and allo confirmed the Sentence: 
Whereupon he was degraded from the Character of 
Paſtor by the Bifbep of Paris, delivered up to the /ecu- 
lar Peaver, and condemned to Death. This Decree was 
executed in the Square called the Grewe, where he was 


ftrangled, and his Body afterwards burnt. He was aged 


thirty-eight Years ; was a Native of Riom, in Auvergne, 
and of the ſame Houſe with 4r!0:y du Bourg, Counſellor 
of France, under Francis I. Chalon's Hiſt. Fran. Vol. II. 
Fo. 166. Before the Judges, and at the Place of Execu- 
tion, he ſhewed à Calmneſt and Tranguillity of Soul which 
ſeemed to be only ihe Effet? of a firm Belief that he died in a 
good Cauſe . And his Puniſhment, inftead of intimidating 
or di/ccuraging the Proteſtants, confirmed them in their Er- 
rors, and encouraged them to ſupport with Conſtancy the 
Perſecution. Du Burg perveriea a great Numoer as he 
was going to the Flace of Execution. [bid. Fo. 167. 
They carried the Trials, with an unrelenting Ar- 

dor, of all thoſe who were impriſoned on Account ot Re- 
| lgious 
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ANDREW COIFFIER. 


The ſame Day, wiz. the 21ſt Day of December, 
the Parliament condemned another Martyr, named 


Andrew 


ligion. They began with the Counſellors of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris. Anne du Beurg, having for a long Time 


quibbled, to ſave his Life, by divers Appeals to the Me- 
tropelitan of Sens, then to the Primate of Lyons, (for he 
was an Eccleſiaſlic and a Prieft,) threw off the Maſk, and 
declared openly, that he profeſſed a Faith contrary to 
that of the Romi Church, They were the Bigots of that 
Faith who led him into that Reſolution ; They ima- 
gined, that, being a Man of a 20e Family, of great Me- 
rit, and exalted Virtue, (and particularly as to his Moral:, 9 
his Example would made a wonderful Impreſſion, and 
that the Parliament would never expoſe him to the In- 
famy of a public Execution for any Conſileration What- 


ſoever. But they deceived themſelves. The Animoſity 


of thoſe who proſecuted this Affair drove it to an End; 
and moreover an Accident .happened which haſtened his 
Deſtruction. He had objected to the Preſd nt St. Au- 


Arc ab's being his Judge; and, ſeeing that, notwithſtand- 


ing this, he would not abſent himſelf from ſitting in the 
Court at his Trial, he threatened him that Gop would 
make him abſent himſelf, Some Days after, it hap- 
pened that the Preſfdent, going out of the Court in the 
F veiing, was fit with a Pittol ; and it was reported, 
for a certain Truth, that the Fir/? Prefideni had run the 
ſame Riſk, The Perpetrators of the Murder could never 
be diſcovered. * Robert Stuart, being ſtrongly ſuſpected, 


was taken up. This Incident enraged the Government 


in ſuch a Manner, that Du Bourg was condemned to 
Death, and, after he was degraded from his holy Or- 
ders, he was burnt at the Greve, He went to ſuffer Death 
Wirk so MUCH Joy and Appearance of Pe/y, that his 
Death, very fer from ſtriking Terror, made every one 
to compaſſionate him, and inſpired many with this Per- 
ſuaſion, that che Faith of a Man of ſuch u»4/:n.i/hed Ho- 


neſty and Learning could not be a bad Faith. He was 
fir/t ſtrangled, and then burnt, The other Counſellors, 


Euſtacs 
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Andrei Coiffier, to be burnt, at the Place called Dam- 
martin, where he was taken up, after he had made a 
Confeſſion of his Faith, both by Word of Mouth 
and in Writing. The Bailiff of Dammartin was ap- 
pointed to execute this Order ; and the Martyr, ta- 
ving been very cruelly treated by the People of this 
Place, who were very great Enemies of the Goſpel, 
received the Crown of his Perſeverance, in calling 
upon Gep, unto the laſt Moment of his Life. 


JOHN JUDET. 


Fohn an a Bookſeller of Paris, was alſo burnt 
about this Time. He had aſſiſted the Church of 
Cop at Paris, a very long Time, in giving Notice 
to the Reformed, of the Time and Place when and 
where the Aflemblies were io be. He ſhewed his 

reat Patience by the Length and Miſcrics of his 
mpriſonment. He was at laſt delivered from it by 


a happy Death, which he ſuffered with great Reſig- 
nation. N | 


f 
JOHN IZABEAU. 


John Izabeau, was the laſt Victim, this Year, at 
Paris. He was à Joiner, a Native of Bar upon Aube, 
near Troyes, in Champagre. He was taken up and 
condemned, firſt at Taurs; but he appealed from this 
Sentence to the Parliament; where, perſevering in 
his former Confeſſion, he was condemned to be 1 0 

| ive, 


Euſtace de la Porte, Paul de Foix, and Lewis du Fur, 
were condemned to make divers Recantations, and were 
ſuſpended from their Offices for ſome Time. But, when 
the Heat of the Perſecution was abated, the Parliament 
re eſtabliſhed them. Anny Fumte alone was diſcharged 
without any Puniſhment. As to the other Priſoners, 
who were a very great Number, the repeated Orders of 
the Court redoubling he Severity cf the J. | es, they very 
ſoon after emptied all the Priſons of them: T7 hey awere 
- LL burnt or baniſhed, Mex. Hiſt, abreg. de Fran. Part. III. 
C. To 
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alive, and to be executed in the Church-Yard of 
St. John, on the Joth Day of December. And, be- 
caule his Sentence directed that he ſhould be alſo 
burnt in Effgy in the Square of the great Market of 
Tours, he was there again burnt, in painted Canvas, 
after his Death, on the 6th Day of February follow- 
ing. 

The Cruelties which were exerciſed, this Year, 
at Paris, have prevented us, until now, from lea- 
ving that Place, to take Notice of thofe that were 
acted in the other Parts of the Kingdom; but it will 
not be juſt to proceed to the next Year, without re- 
col ding here, in their Order, thoſe who were adorned, 
this Year, with a Crown of Martyrdom, in the Ci- 
ties of Pioveuce. 


A LOCESMITH or AGEN. 


The firſt that we meet with is a Loc#/mith, who 
was born at Penne, upon the Old, in Agenois. He 
was burnt at Agen, after he had been declared to be 
a Heretic, by Melthir Flavin, a Cordelier, on Account 
of the Truths which he confeſſed. Some time before 
he was carried to Execution, the Lieutenant, named 
Reden, aſked him if he was thirſty ; and, the Mar- 
tyr anſwering him that he could drink if any one 
would give him any Thing to drink, he ordered a 
Gla's of Water to be given him, of which the Mar- 
tyr crank a little. Coos this the Lieutenant aſked 
him if he knew what he had drunk. The Lockſmith 
anſwered, that he believed he had drunk Water. 
W hereupon this Judge, who moſt plainly was an ig- 
norant, ſuperſtitious, Man, told him, they bad given 
him fome holy Water to drink, in order to drive the 
Devil out of him. The Martyr replied, he believed 
all the Creatures of Gop were holy ; but, if he had 
known it to be holy Water, he would not have drunk 
it, becauſe it had been polluted with Idolatry. The 
Lieutenant, hearing th.s, threw the Reſt of the Wa- 
ter, and the Glaſs, in his Face, with ſ@ much Bru- 

tality, 
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tality, that the Martyr was cut with it. The other 
Judges, being greatly offended at ſo barbarous an 
Action, concemned him to pay a Fine of ten Livres, 
| Nevertheleſs the Lockſmith was executed, and ſuffered 
Death with great Reſolution, a little before Eger. 


FETER FEUGUGERE. 


Peter Feugere was alſo burnt at Bourdeaux, this 
ſame Year, He was a rich 1Zerchant of that City, to 
whom the Abbet of St. Croix, named De Lante, had 
ſaid, in feigning himſelf to be his Friend, that he 
was ſuſpected to have thrown down a Stone Crefs, 
which had been found broken at Sr. Severin, and 
which had been broken by ſome Engliſb Sailors, as 
has been fince proved. Fergere then diſcovered to the 
Abbot his Sentiments upon the [dslatry of the Croſs, 
and this Prieſt went directly to betray him to the 
Preſident Reſignac, who ſent, the next Day, in the 
Morning, to take him in his Bed, and who, after he 
had heard his Confeſſion of Faith, cauſed him to be 
burnt alive, in the Afternoon of the SAME Day, before 
the Court-houſe, and gagged him, leſt he ſhould com- 
plain of the Injuſiice of fo haſty an Execution, and ſo 
deſtitute even of the neceſlary and common Forms 
. .uſed in ſuch Caſes, 


ANTONY pE RICHIEND, LORD or MOU- 
| VANS, MASSACR5D. 


About the End of this Year, a Gentleman named 
Antony de Richiend, Lord of Mouvans,* was very __ 
4 elly 


Antony Richien d, Lord of Mouvans, went in the 
Evening to Draguignan; but, ſcarce was he got into the 
Town before he was followed by a Multitude of Boys, 
who were incited, according to Report, by the Prze/s, 
Who cried after bim, A Lutheran. Then above 7hree 
thouſand Men jcined with the Boys, in order to kill him; 
ſo that he was obliged to ſurrender himſelf to the Ma- 
giſtrate of the Town, in the King's Name: Yet did he 
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elly and inhumanly maſſacred, at Draguignan in Pro- 
vence, in Hatred to the Goſpel. The Hiſtory of this 
Maſſacre, to which the People were incited by the 
Prieſis of that Place, is one of the moſt remarkable; 
but it is not a Part of my Subject, becauſe Maſſacres 
of this Kind deſerve a particular Hiſtory, and I only 
mentioned it that I might paſs on to the Martyrdom 
of Honorat Auldal. 


HONORAT AULDOL. 


Honcrat Auldol was taken when that Gentleman, 
Antony de Richiend, was maſſacred. He was the Maſ- 
ter of the J//hite Horſe of Caſtelane, whom they nick- 
named the Brawler. He was carried to Aix, in the 
Month of November, 1559; and, after having made 


a good Confeſſion of his Faith, and remaining a Pri- 


ſoner until the Beginning of the Month of February, 
60. be became one of the firſt Martyrs of the Year 
"I 1 560: For he was condemned to be burnt 
alive at the Square of the Dominican Friers of that 
City. He ſuffered this Death with a Firmneſs which 
was admired by all thoſe who were Witneſſes of it, 

and 


not eſcape the Mob's Fury ; which, being moved by a 
blind Madneſs, took him by Force from the Magiſtrate's 
Hands, and inhumanly murdered him. They then rip- 
ped open his Belly, and dragged his Bowels along the 
Streets, which thev afierwards threw into a common 
Sewer. They carried his Heart and Lirer upon a Pole, 
in a brutiſh Triumph, and threw them ajterwards to the 
Dogs, who ſhewed more Humanity than their Maſters, 
for they would not eat them ; which provoked them to 
ſuch a Degree, that they ran after the Dogs, crying, 
Why, are you as much Lutherans as Mouvans ? and killed 
them. Thuani Hiſt. Lib. xxxiii. P. 769. quoted by La val. 
The Murderers having /alted the Corpſe of the decealed, 
by the Deputy's Orders, it was carried to Aix, and put 
into the Jail there, to be tried; for they intended to con- 
FISCATE HIS ESTATE. Laval, Hiſt. Reform. Fran. Vol. I. 


Fo. zol, 302. 
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and chiefly by thoſe who had formerly known him, 
As they carried him to the Place of Execution, he 
received a Blow with a Stone, which ſtruck him ſo 
forcibly, that it beat the Gag out of his Mouth; but 
his Meekneſs was ſo great, that he ſaid Nothing elſe, 
to him who ſtruck him fo cruelly, but, Gop forgive 
thee for it. After having ſuffered many other Cruel- 
ties, he rendered his Soul to the Lorp, 


DE MARNE, RENE PREUD'HOMME, and 
| JOHN PICAUT. 


This ſame Year three Men were executed at An- 
gers, upon a Pretence that they had carried Arms on 
the Day that the Eflates of the Province were aſſem- 
bled. But it was very Þlain they were executed only 
on Account of Religion; becauſe at the ſame Time 
they compelled a Woman to make à public Confeſſion 
upon the Subject of Religion, whom they then ba- 
niſhed. 1 of theſe three Martyrs was a Gen- 
tleman named Pe Harne, Lord of Pruniers, who 
was beheaded. And, as to the two others, one of 
them was an Officer, whoſe Name was Rent 
Preud homme; and the other was a J/heelwright, na- 
med John Picaut. 


Two MINISTERS or VALENCE, MAR. 
QUET, an ATTORNEY, Tre LORD or 
THE MANOR or SOYON, and BLANCHIER. 


They impriſoned a great Number of Perſons, this 
Year, on Account of Religion, at Valence, in Dau- 
phiny : Among whom were the two Miniſters of the 
Church ; an Attorney, whoſe Name was Marguet ; 
and two others; one of whom was the Lord of the 
Manor + of Soyon, and the Name of the other was 

Blanchier. 


* An Officer of the Law, like to our Sheriff's Offi- 
cers or Bailiffs. 

+ Chatelain de Soyon. A Caflellan was one who had 
built a Caſle, and had a certain Diftri& of Land around 
it, reſembling our Lords of Manors. 
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Blanchier. They all died intrepidly for the Goſpel. 
The Miniflers were carried, gagged, to the Place of 
Execution, leſt they ſhould ſpeak to and exhort the 
People. | 


-——ROBERTE ax» MATTHEW REBOURS. 


Thoſe who had cauſed this Execution at Valence 
went directly to Romans, where they hanged two Men, 
one of whom was called Roberté, and the other Mat- 
thew Rebours. þ 

ELIAS 


t While the Preſident Truchon ſat upon the Trial of 
the Valencian Priſoners, Monlue, Biſhop of the Place, pi- 
tying the Fate of his Citizens, obtained Letters of Par- 
don from the King for the Priſoners: But, before th 
had been recorded in the Parliament, the Judges had cau- 
ſed two Miniſters to be beheaded, and Margiat, Lord of 
the Manor of Blanchiere, and three other of the chief Ci. 
tizens, to be hanged. The two Miniſters, by the Ad- 
vice of D' Aubepin, were gagged, when they were led to 
the Place of Execution, to hinder them from ſpeaking to 
the People. When theſe Judges had done at Valence, 
they came to Romans; where they condemned two Men 
to be hanged ; namely, Roberts, for having lodged the 
Miniſter, and Matthew Rebours, for having guarded the 
Church door with a Sword and a Croſs bow. D' Aubepin 
is ſaid to have died in a terrible Manner. He fell into 


ſuch a Melancholy, that he took no Care of himſelf ; 


whereby he became ſuch a Sloven, that Lice ſwarmed 


from the Pores of his Body, in ſuch an Abundance, that 


he could not get rid of them: So that, deſpairing of 
Gop's Mercy, and Life being lotheſome to him, he re- 
ſolved to ſtarve himſelf. Some of his Acquaintance, pi- 
tying his ſad Condition, undertook to force him to take 
ſome Nouriſhment; and, to that End, they tied his 
Hands behind his Back, and kept his Mouth open with 
a Stick, while they fed him; but he died with the Gag 
in his Mouth; which was looked upon, by the very Papiſts, 
as a heavy Judgement of God upon him, who had been 
the Author and Adviſer of treating, in ſuch a — 
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ELIAS BOSQUET:. 


At the ſame Time, the Count De Villars, whom 
the Cardinal of Lorraine had choſen to perſecute the 
Reformed in the Lower Languedoc, cauſed to be hanged, 
over-againſt the Church of Aigues Mortes, Elias 
Boſquet, a Native of Perigord, and who had been for- 
merly the Miniſter of the Church at that Place, be- 
cauſe he always continued ſtedfaſt in the Belief of that 
Doctrine which he had taught to others. They obliged 
his Wife and Children to afſift at his Execution, and his 
Body was left hanging during four Days, expoſed to all 
the Inſults of his Enemies.“ | 

All the Executions this Year, under the Reign 
of Francis Il. were full of Tumult, becauſe the 
Government was entirely in the Hands of the Family 
of the Guiſes, who were always the moſt violent Ene- 
mies of the Proteſtants, They ſcarcely obſerved any 
Formality in putting them to Death, which is the 
Reaſon we can obtain but very little Knowledge of 
the Martyrs of this Year, although there was a great 
Number of them executed in it. 

The Cloſe of this Year ſaw no other Change in 
the Kingdom. Francis II. died, in Spite of the 
Vow he had made to exterminate the Reformed, if he 
had recovered his Health; and in Spite of the P:/gri- 
mages, Proceſſions, and the other ſuperſtitious Devotions, 

Is which 


the two Miniſters of Valence. Laval's Hiſt. Reform. of 
Fran. Vol. I. Fo. 285, 286. 

* Villars took M. Du Bo/quet, Miniſter, with ſeveral of 
the chief Members of his Church, and pillaged their 
Goods, as if the Place had been taken by Storm. M. Du 
Bo/quet, who was about ſixty Years of Age, being ſtedfaſt 
in the Faith, was condemned to be hanged, and was exe- 
cuted, before the Church of A4:gues Morres, the fourteenth 
of Newember ; his Wife and Childien being forced to be 
preſent at his Execution. His Corpſe remained hanging 
tor four Days, expoſed to all Manner of Inſults. Laval = 
Hiſt. Reform. of Fran, Vel. I. Fo. 367. 
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which the Guiſes made and ordered, to purchaſe of all the 
Saints the Recovery of the King's Health ; whoſe 
Death diminiſhed much of their Power, and, in many 
Parts of the Kingdom, changed the Condition of the 
Reformed. They then found powerful Protectors, 
who extinguiſhed the Fires almoſt in every Part of the 
Kingdom ; but who could not, nevertheleſs, prevent 
the . which were committed in many Places, 
by Maſſacres and general 1 mn * 

larly in the Reign of Charles IX. 
CHARLES 1A. Theſe Perſecutions and Maſſacres 
would require a ſeparate Hiſtory : Therefore I ſhall 
purſue that of the French Martyrs by the Death of 
three Miniſters, who were put to Death in divers 
Manners, and in divers Places; the two former in 
the Year 1564, and the /atter in the Year 1567. 
They deſerve to be placed among the Number of 
Martyrs, becauſe they preached the Goſpel, and ſealed 
the Teſtimony of its Truth with their Blood, 


JOHN MUTONIS. 


1564. — John Mutonis, a Native of Provence, a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, was taken and hanged, with- | 
out any Form of Fi between Ville Neuve and 1 
Bagnols, by Order of the Governor of Languedoc, on h 
the 14th Day of February, 1564. It was thought q 
this was done at the Inſtigation of ſame Ladies of 
Avignon, who had a great Deal of Power over the 1 
Governor, and who hated this Miniſter, becauſe, in 1 
preaching up a Reformation of Manners, as well as 
a Reformation of Doctrine, he reproved thoſe Vices 
to which they were the moſt addicted. Thus this 
Servant of the Lox D JESUS CHrIsT concluded his | 
Life in a like Manner as did Fohn the Baptiſt. 


JOHN DE MADOC. 


John de Madoc, of Languedoc, was ſtrangled, this 
ſame Year, in a very retired Part of a Wood, in Lor- 
raine, by one of the moſt infamous Tricks that can be 

imagined, 
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imagined, He was a Miniſter, who had been fent 
from Geneva, to gather together the Church of St. 
Nicolas de Port, which had been diſperſed, for ſome 
Years paſt, by Perſecution. As his Church was not 
numerous, and even the greateſt Part of the Re- 
formed who compoſed it were abſent, he reſolved to 
viſit a Gentleman, who had formed a Relolution, 
for {ome little Time paſt, to become a Member of 
the Church of God, he having had ſome Knowledge of 
the Truth. In going to him, he paſſed through 
Viller, where he was diſcovered and arreſted by the 
Proveſl, He ſent many Perſons to examine him; 
againſt whom Madoc diſputed concerning Religion, 
and unto whom he made a Confeflion of his Faith. 
At length the Solicitor-General of the Duke of Lorraine 
came, with two Archers of the Marſhalſca.* He 
fent for all the Proteflants of the Town; to whom 
Madre ſpoke, as they paſſed by, and encouraged 
them. This Agent of the Duke told them, he had 
Orders from the Duke his Maſter, that, if they would 
not live according to the Rules of the Church of 
Rome, they mult depart from his Country in fix 
TY:eis, upon the Penalty of being hanged; and that the 
Miniſter, who had been taken, was condemned alſo 
to de part in three Days, under the like Penalty. In 
F:ct, he pretended to have no other Puniſhment to 
inflict upon Madoc: But, when this Miniſter quit- 
ted th: Town, the Prove, feigning to go with him 
by Way of Eſcort, accompanied him until he came 
to a Hul, where another Provoſt waited for him, with 
his Archers and a Hangman. They ſeized him as ſoon 
ae the firſt Provoſt left him. They carried him into a 
Wood ; and they learnt afterwards, by one of the 
Horſemen who was preſent at tne Execution, that, af- 


ter he had prayed, he was firang/ed at the Foot of a 
Tree, 


* Archers of the Marſhalſea are Horſemen belonging to 
the Prov:/i-Marjhal, whoie Office it is to take up 7 hie vos 


and Highwaymen. 
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Tree, and then caſt into a Buſh, the thickeſt they "= 
could meet with, His Body was at length found by 

the Reformed, who went in Search of him. Inis 
Tranſaction having made a great Noiſe, even in fo- 

reign Countries, many Complaints were made to the | 
Duke, by Ambaſſadors ſent for that very Purpoſe ; but | 
he never made any Satisfaction, either to the i- | 
dw or to any others who intereſted themſelycs on i 
her Behalf, | 


MARTIN TACHARD. 


1567. — Martin Tachard alſo ought to be placed 
among the Number of the true Martyrs of ]zsus 
CHRIST. He was a Miniſter, born at Mantauban ; 
who, all his Days, had taken great Care of the 
Churches whereof Gop had committed to him the 
Government, He was at length taken, at a Place 
calied Cabanes, on the 25th Day of May, in the Year 
1567: And, having then about him ſome Memsran— 
dums, relating to the Diſcipline of his Church, and 
of tome others in the Neighbourhood, he was, ſome 
time after, carried Priſoner to the Conciergerie of [ 
1 He was there examined, the 8th Day of | 
June following; and, in every Thing, he confeſſed | 
the Truth he had taught, as it is contained in the | 
holy Scriptures, He preſented many Petitions, ob- 
jecting againſt thoſe Members of the Parliament whom 
he ſuſpected of Partiality, through the Hatred which 
they had always ſhewn to the Prete/lants ; but they 
were all in vain, He was placed upon the Priſoner's 
Stool, to take his Trial, on the 5th Day of Fuly fol- 
lowing; and, after having offered up an ardent 
Prayer, he anſwered, with much Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, and at the fame Time with much Reſolution 
and Firmneſs, as well to the Accuſations which they 
brought againſt him, as to thoſe Things which re- 
garded his Faith, At laſt he was condemned to be 
carried, in a Tumbrel, through the uſual Streets 
and Croſs ways, unto * Square St. George, there 
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to be hanged and frangled ; and his Goods were decla- 
red to be confiſcated to the King, by Reaſon of the 
Writings wherewith he had been ſeized, and of a 
falſe Accuſation of being guilty of promoting a Con- 
ſpiracy, of a Sedition, and of an Infringement of the 
King's Edicts. 

When this Sentence was announced to him, he be- 
gan to ſing the CXXIId. P/alm, in Latin: Latatus 
ſum in 11s que difta ſunt mhi ; which, in our Tranſ- 
lation, begins, I was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let 
ws go into the Houſe of the LoRD : Becauſe he was for- 
b;Jden to ling in French in the Priſon. Then he proteſted 
that he was innocent of the Conſpiracies and Seditions 
with which he was falſely charged by this Decree. 
He comforted all thoſe who were around him and 
ſhewed any Sorrow by Reaſon of the Eſtate whereto 
they ſaw him reduced. When he was about to go to 
Execution, he beſought his Judges that they would 
be pleaſed to order his Fetters to be taken off from 
his Feet: But this Favour was denied him. The 
People of Thoulouſe, who for a long Time haye been 
ſome of the moſt ſuperſtitious People in the King— 
dom, inſulted him very much as they were carrying 
him to Execution; whilſt the Judges, who attended 
him, gave themſelves not the leaſt Trouble to pre- 
vent it. When he was come to the Place of Execu- 
tion, he mounted boldly on the Scaffold, and re- 
peated the Lord's Prayer, and the Apoſtles Creed, unto 
the Words, and from thence he ſhall come to juage the 
quick and the dead. For then the Hangman turned him 
off, and finiſhed the Execution of this faithful Ser- 
vant of JEsus CHRIST. 

We ought to place him among the Number of real 
Martyrs : For, although the Enemies of the Truth, 
who condemned him, have endeavoured to cover their 
Injuſtice and their Cruelty with the Pretence of the 
Conſpiracies and Seditions wherewith they falſely ac- 
cuſed him, yet we ought not to deny him this Ho- 
nour. What theſe wnjufd Judges called Sedztions, 

Coenſpiracies, 
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Conſpiracies, Enterpriſes, and Infringements of the 
King's Edits, were Nothing more than thoſe In- 
-ftruttions, Conſolations, Care, and the whole Duty, 
which this faithful Minifter of JESUS CHRISH had 
rendered to the Churches which he ſerved, Tf it 
depended upon Nothing more than to give odious 
Names to the moſt pious Actions, Calumny would 
always triumph over [nnocence, and we ſhould never 
have a true and real Martyr : For there is not one 
whom they have not accuſed of Sedition; for this 
only Reaſon, becauſe they would not follow the Er- 
rors, nor purtake of the Abominations, of thoſe Ipo- 
LAT ERS. No one can ſeek and procure the Ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of Gop without infringing 
the Edidts which oppoſe it. When the Laws of 
Princes are juſt, or indifferent, we are bound to ſub- 
mit ourſelves entirely to their Will: But, when they 
are directly oppoſite to the Glory of Gop, and forbid 
us to perform bat Duty which we owe to him, Diſ- 
obedience is a Virtue, which we cannot cenſure, 
without being as great Cowards as lukewarm Profe ſ- 
ſors, or as cruel as our Perſecutors: And, in that 
Caſe, all the Reformed may ſay, with St. Peter and 
St. John, Whether it be right, in the Sight of God, to 
hearken unto you, more than unto GOD, judge ye.“ 

This inconteſtable Truth proves, trat. the Re- 
formed, whom they treat at this Day as Fighwaymen, 
aud whom they murder with a /anguihing Death upon 
the M heel with ſo much Inhumanity, delerve allo to 
have a Place in our Marty ology ; ſince they cannot 
cbarge them with any Thing, but with having done 
their Duty, in preaching, or in ſupporting thife who 
preached, upon the Ruins of their own Churches, 
and who ſought Nothing more than to render unto. 
Gop that Duty publicly which was due unto him: | 
Therefore, without the leaſt Doubt, I place in the | 
Rank of our Martyrs. the Miniſter of Soyon, and the | 
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Reſt of the Proteſtants whom they have put to Death, 
lately, upon this Account, with a Cruelty which 
would ſurpriſe me, if I had not before my Eyes the - 
Examples of thoſe whoſe Hiſtories I am writing. 
The Hiſtories of thoſe faithful Martyrs are not pro— 
per for this Place: But, if I ſhould be able to pro- 
cure the Memoirs neceſſary for ſuch a Work, and 
they ſhould continue the Barbarities they have now 
ain begun, I hope Gop will aſſiſt me to write the 
Hiſtory of thoſe who at this Day ſhall have laid down 
their Lives for the Glory of our Lord Jesus CHRIST. 


PETER HAMON. 


1568. — This Age had yet ſome who experienced 
the Cruelty of the Enemies of the Truth. Peter 
Hamoen is the firſt, whoſe Hiſtory the Order of Time 
demands we ſhould place here. He was a capital 
F/lriting- Maſter, very ſkilful, who had taught King 
Charles IX. and whom, upon that Account, he had 
made his Privy Secretary. He had thoſe who envied 
him, even among the great Lords of the Court, who 
cauſed him to be arreſted, in his own Houſe, in the 
Suburbs of St. Germains. He was ſent, with many 
others, to the Priſon of the Conciergerie, although he 
had the King's Protection for his Perſon 5; who, du- 
ring his Impriſonment, wrote ſeveral Letters from 
Mets, where he then was, in his Favour, but with- 
cut Effet. His Enemies, who had determined to 
deſtroy him at all. Events, pretended. to have found 
in his Chamber ſome Papers which were injurious to- 
the King, in order that they might condemn him as 
one guilty of High-Treaſon. But the Proceeding it- 
ſelf, which they carried on againſt him, demonſtra- 
ted his Innocence and their Injuſtice; inſomuch that, 
to avoid being convicted thereby, they burnt, in his 
Prefence, all that Proceeding, as well as the Papers 
which they pretended to have found in his Chamber. 
Aſter which they hanzed him, to the great Grief of 


all honeſt Men who knew him, and who plainly per- 
ccd 
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ceived they only put him to Death in Hatred to that 
Religion which he profeſſed. 

When he was at the Place where he was to ſuffer, 
he ſaid aloud, to thoſe who aſſiſted at his Execution, 
that, if any of them ſhould hereafter be at Court, he 
moſt earneſtly beſought them to bear him Witneſs, 
that he died in the true Knowledge and in the pure 
Confeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and a faithful 
Servant of the King his Maſter, He then threw his 
Handkerchief among the Croud, to the End that this 
Action might excite the Curioſity of thoſe who ſaw 
it to inform themſelves of what he had faid. After 
he had again ſung ſome Pſalms, as he had done be- 
fore when he came out of the Priſon, he was execu- 
ted, and gave up his Soul to Gop, like a true Mar- 
tyr. 


NICOLAS CROQUET, PHILIP DE GAS- 
| 1 RICHARD DE GAST INES, 
HIs SON. 


1569. — Here are three more who laid down their 
Lives tor the Teſtimony of the Truth, on the laſt Day 
of June. in the Year 1569. Theſe were Nicolas Cro- 
guet, Philip de Gaſtines, and Richard de Gaſtines, his 
Son. The firſt of them had dwelt a long Time at 
Geneva, and had been very well inſtructed there in the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel. The two others alſo were 
well acquainted with the Truth; and they were all 
three much eſteemed for their Probity and holy Lives. 
They were ſome conſiderable Time in the Priſon of 
the Conciergerie, after which the Parliament ordered 
them to be hanged and firangizd, becauſe, ſaid the Sen- 
tence, of the Contraventions, Preachings, Aſſemblies, 
and Sacraments, by them made and celebrated in the Houſe 
of the aforeſaid De Gaſtines. The ſame Decree order- 
td, 'T hat the two De Ga/tines ſnould be condemned to 
pay a Fine of two thouſand Livres, to be diſtributed 
among divers Converts of Monks, Friers, or Nuns, and 
ſome 7:/pitals; that —_ Houje ſhould be pulled dun 
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zo the Ground, the Materials fold, and the Money, 
ariſing by the Sale thereof, ſhould be expended in ſet- 
ting up a Stone Croſs on the Place where the Houſe 
ſtood, on the Top whereof ſhould be engraved, on a 
Capper- plate, the Cauſes why the Houſe was deſtroyed, 
Croquet was alſo condemned to pay a Fine of two thous 
ſand Livres, which was to be diſtributed in the ſame 
Manner. The Remainder of their Eſtates was to be 
confiſcated, except ſiæ hundred Livres per Annum, 
which were reſerved for their //ives and Children, 
which they left behind them. But the mz/? ridiculous 
Part of this Decree was, that, in the unju/? Application 
which they made of theſe Martyrs Effects, they allot- 
ted two thouſand Livres to found a Maſs, to be ſung 
every Thurſday, for ever, in the Church of St. Oppor- 
tune, in Commemoration, ſays the Order, of the Souls of 
the aforeſoid Croquet and the 11090 De Gaſtines. So that 
theſe Maſſes were founded for Perſons who deteſted: 
their Principles, and who rather choſe to ſuffer Death, 
than to approve of the Errors and Idolatry, to the 
which they were ſo ſtrongly attached, When they 
were executed, their Bodies were carried to the Gib- 
bet of Montfaucon, to be there expoſed to View, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Decree, 1 
Although there have been ſince many other Proteſ- 
tants, in the troubleſome Times of the Kingdom, who 
were maſſacred or executed with the utmoſt Barbarity, 
in Hatred of the Goſpel, I think their Hiſtories are 
not proper to be inſerted here, becauſe we cannot ſay 
they were put to Death in cold Blood, and for the ſole 
Cauſe of Religion; therefore I ſhall conclude with: 
adding here one Martyr more, whoſe Hiſtory our 
Enemies themſelves have taught us, and whom I. 
have, for that Reaſon, placed the laſt of ail, although, 
according to their Account, he was burnt in the Year 
1545, in the Reign of Francis I. I ſhall add a few 
blervations on thoſe Places which ſtand in Need of 
them, and, as to the Reſt of the Hiſtory, I ſhall fol- 
| low 
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low the Account given by the Author referred ts in 
the Note,* | 


STEPHEN D 


FrANCis I. 1545. — Stephen Dolet, who was born 
at Orleans, and was a Printer and a Bookſeller firſt at 
Lions and afterwards at Paris, was this illuſtrious 
Martyr. He was a learned Man, and he compoſed 
the Works he printed. He diſputed upon adultera- 
«© ted Opinions, and gave great Offence,” ſays the Au- 
thor from whom this Account is taken; the Meanin 
whereof, when read in the Book of a Prieſt, is, that 
he taught the Truth, and followed the Reformation, as 
well in his Manners as in his Doctrine; for we have al- 
ready ſeen, by many Examples, that the pious Repri- 
mands of the Reformed of thoſe Days always gave Of- 
fence to the Wicked and to the Idolatrous. ** ho, 
« by Sentence of the Parliament, was ſtrangled and then 
& burnt at Paris, in the Square Maubert, on the third 
&« Dayof Auguſt, in the Year 1545, upon the Rumour 
„, and as, a Lutheran.” his needs no Com- 
ment. They at that Time jumbled all the Reformed 
together under the general Name of Lutherans, as we 
have often had Occaſion to remark. 


cc hen 


* The Author, in his Preface to the French Edition, 
ſays, © The Hiſlory of this Martyr is taken from the 
& A4nti-Martyrol:gy, written by James Severt, a Doctor in 
% i uinity. The Work was authorized by a particular 
« Power from the Pope, and ſeven Cardinals, Inguiſitora- 
% General, appointed by the Court of Rome, printed at 
« Liens, in the Year 1622, and dedicated to Kin 
% Lewvis XIII. Although this Book was written to fal- 
« fify the French Martyro/ogy, and to brand the Martyrs 
« with Hereſy ; yet, unhappily for the Author and his 
< Party, it has agreed in, and thereby confirmed, the 
4 Facts which we aſſert; and conſequently hath de- 
«« ſtroyed that Cauſe which it profeſſedly undertook to 
«© defend.“ 
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* When Dolet ſermonized near the Flames, he prepa- 
« red to preach abundantly, and he imagined that the Po- 
© Pulace, who ſurrounded him, lamented or grieved for 
« his Death; whereupon he compoſed and pronounced this 
« Latin Verſe : | 
Non D#let ipſe dolet, fed pia turba dolet.“ 


% Whereupon, in an Inſtant, he was wiſely anſwered, on 


* the contrary, by the Lieutenant-Criminal, as be ſat 
% on Horſeback 


Non pia turba dolet, ſed Dolet ipſgdolet.”+ 


This clearly ſhews that this Martyr, at his Execu- 
tion, exhorted the People, and that they were greatly 
moved by what he ſaid to them. The Latin Verſe, 
which he ſpoke extempore, alſo ſhews his wonderful 
Courage and Reſolution; ſince he manifeſted thereby 
that he was not ſorry nor afraid to die. And the 
Anſwer of the Lieutenant cannot be eſteemed a juſt 
Repartee, ſince it was impoſſible for him to penetrate 
into the true Sentiments of the Martyr ; who, with- 
out all Doubt, on this Occaſion, is rather to be be- 
lieved than his Enemy, It is much to be wiſhed 
that we had this Hiftory from ſome good Authority; 
but yet it appears, even from this Relation of it by 
our Enemies, that Gop gave then, to this his Ser- 
vant, that Firmneſs and Perſeverance which he uſu- 
ually bleſſes all his Martyrs with. 

And now, my dear Brethren, you here ſee The 
Hiſtory of the Martyrs of our Nation; who, at the 
Time of the Reformation, ſuffered courageouſly thoſe 
Pains whereto Gop, for his own Glory, called them. 
Some of our Brethren have already 4 had a forrowful 
Experience of the Evils which I foreſaw _ the 

ime 


That is, Dole himſelf grieves not; the pious Peo- 
« ple grieve,” 

+ In Exgliſè thus: *The pious Croud grieves not; 
& but Dolet grieves alone.“ 


13 This abridged Hiſtory was printed in the Year 1684. 
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Time I began this Work; and the Accounts which 
we hear every Day are without Doubt very afflicting. 
May Gop deliver us from thoſe Evils which they do 
unto us, and are pri paring for us, and reſtrain the 
Fury of thoſe who ſeek Nothing but our Deſtruction. 
In the mean-time Jet us make the utmoſt Advantage 
we poſſibly can of the wonderful Examples of Faith 
and Patience which our Fathers have left us, that we 
may prove ourſelves to be the Plants which they have 
watered with their Blood. Let us imitate their Zeal, 
their Courage, their Patience, their Perſeverance, and 
their abſolute Reſignation to the Will of Gop, Let 
us regard their Manners, their Simplicity, their Can- 
dor, their Love, their Meekneſs, and all their other 
Virtues, as thoſe Models whereby we ſhould regu- 
late our Conduct for the future: For it is moſt cer- 
tain that we are ſo little influenced by them, that we 
never can be known by thoſe glorious Marks. Let 
us beg of Gop to endue us with their Faith, and all 
thoſe other Graces whereby he ſupported them in 
the ſharpeſt and moſt terrible Trials. And let us be 
perſuaded that, with theſe holy Deſires, we ſhall in- 
fallibly obtain them; and that he will enable us to 
endure all the fiery Trials whereto we ſhall be cal- 
led, and to triumph over all the Barbarities of our 
Perſecutors. 

Let us ſtrengthen ourſelves in the Lord, and take 
Courage. Let us truſt in the living Gop. He will 
come in his due Time to deliver his Cnurch ; for he 
is eternally that good and gracious GoD who hath pro- 
tected it from the Beginning of the World. He ts 
from everlaſting. HE is ouR Gop. He is our HoLy 
One. Moſt certainly we ſhall not die,* moſt certainly 
we ſhall not be deſtroyed, whatever Evils they do 
unto us, or threaten to bring upon us; for HE will 
preſerve Us ETERNALLY, according to his Word. 
Amen: So be it. I am, moſt heartily, &c, &c, 


Hab. i. 12. 
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